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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Commitment Sunday: October 18th

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

The “Majestic” Kingdom: building God’s kingdom today!
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
Commitment Sunday: October 18th
The “Majestic” Kingdom: building God’s kingdom today!

This year’s stewardship drive is about building God’s kingdom here at Our Redeemer. It
takes a lot of sacrifice and commitment to be the presence of God in this place. Worship of God
and Jesus our Savior is at the core of God’s kingdom. We are blessed with a great music staff, a
wonderful new organ and committed choir members and praise team members. We are also
blessed with a beautiful facility in which to worship. Yet, the praises of God would not rise from our sanctuary without
the support of all the members who make financial sacrifices to ensure that the resources are there to provide
inspirational, joyful worship.
Jesus tells us that the God’s kingdom also comes where good news is preached to the poor, freedom for
prisoners, and the year of the Lord’s favor. Through your support we preach the good news, in both word and deed. The
homeless are housed through SHIP, the hungry are feed through the Lord’s Pantry and Real Help, prisoners are visited
through Kairos ministry, the shut-ins and elderly are visited, children are taught in our preschool, Sunday School,
confirmation and youth programs, and people experience the Lord’s favor in a multitude of ways.
We are living in a community that no longer embraces Christianity as it once did. The challenge has never been
greater to call people to respond to the love of God. Once again, consider all that God has done for you: consider the
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, consider the peace and assurance of forgiveness you have now, consider the joy of
Christian community, consider the hope and promise of eternal life. In gratitude for the gifts you have received, and in
the desire to share those gifts with others, we ask you to consider making a financial commitment for the coming year.
The older I get, the more satisfaction I find in increasing our giving to support God’s work. While our primary
commitment is to Our Redeemer, we have enjoyed expanding our giving to Compassion International, numerous groups
that promote the care of creation, and other secular organizations that do good work in our community.
Many people experience the temporary joy of visiting “The magic Kingdom” here in Southern California. The
cost for that continues to rise. You are encouraged to support the Majestic Kingdom of God. Together we can build a
kingdom where eternal joy and peace can be experienced.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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“Palms Up, Palms Down Prayer”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
Such was the outpouring of positive comments about Affirmation Prayer last month that
I decided to write another column on a different prayer style. Before we begin, let’s slow
down and consider the following:
Have you been rushing all day? Perhaps even your whole life? Take a moment now to
relax; to slow your physical self; and to surrender to prayer with your body, heart, and
soul. As you enter into this time of prayer, don’t worry about doing it right, or knowing
the deeper meaning of this prayer ritual. Often it is best to jump right in and “do” prayer
- see how prayer works and feels for you. Sometimes, rather than represent something,
the reality of the ritual works the other way, and the meaning develops out of the doing.
Body prayer can incorporate breathing and the movement of the body into our time with God. We
consciously slow our movements and our thoughts to be attentive to the voice of God in our lives. Praying
with our bodies allows us to bypass our busy and overanalyzing minds, express our need for intimacy and
our spirit’s yearning for deeper connection, and hear God’s voice of reassurance through our attention to our
bodies. Our outward posture often reflects our inner state. For instance, think of what your body language
tells people before you even open your mouth to speak. The body, mind, and spirit are inseparable.
Now begin: sit in a comfortable position. Put aside anything in your hands and lap. Put both feet flat
on the floor and close your eyes. Begin by placing your palms face down on your lap in front of you, as a
symbolic indication of your desire to turn over any concerns you may have to God. Whatever it is that weighs
you down, release it now. Pause one or two minutes as you release your cares to God.
Now, turn your palms face up on your lap or in front of you, as a symbol of your desire to receive
from the Lord. Ask for what you need. Pause one or two minutes as you await the Holy Spirit, who performs
the work of prayer and knows our needs, the condition of our heart, and how properly to express it. This is
our invitation to the Spirit to come and express our needs in a way that is beyond our ability to put them into
words.
Next, bring your hands together and intertwine your fingers into a prayer position. Spend time in
silence. Do not relinquish anything or ask anything. Be still in your heart, and sit in God’s presence, allowing
the Lord to speak to you. Pause again, for another one or two minutes.
When you are ready, return your awareness to the room and open your eyes. This is a good time to
perhaps write down what happened during your prayer time. These questions might assist you.
Questions for reflection:
What did you desire to receive from God in your prayer?
What did you turn over to God in your prayer?
How did your hand placements aid you? Did the placement of your hands help you settle your
body and quiet your mind, or was it distracting?
Personally, I attempt prayer when I feel lonely or hurt, embattled or betrayed. I utter prayers of
petition when my burden is overwhelming or when my stress level peaks. I pray small breaths of
thanksgiving after overcoming an obstacle. Acknowledging gratitude is a big part of my prayer life, too.
Why do we continue to pray? Each one of us has a unique answer. What makes sense to me is that
in prayer I somehow catch a glimpse of what I am looking for, be it answers, comfort, or strength.
A prayer ritual, an external expression that places us - our minds and hearts - at the disposal of the
Spirit, may have many layers of meaning. Because we all relate to God differently, some ways of being in the
presence of God work for some people but not for others. Take a few minutes to think about what happened
as you prayed this way and to better understand prayer’s meaning for your life.
I hope this introduction to Palms Up, Palms Down Prayer will enrich your prayer time with the Lord.
With blessings and prayers for you, Lynne

Ref.: Brown, Patricia D. Paths to Prayer: Finding Your Own Way to the Presence of God, San Francisco,
Jossey-Bass, 2003.
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THANK YOU, CAMPERS!
A hearty and loving “thank you” to all our campers and volunteers who made
the Labor Day weekend camp out & retreat at Luther Glen a fantastic
success! We have booked the retreat center for 2016 and are already
making plans for another crazy-fun camping adventure with you. Special
thanks to Will and Val Fleming for the welcome games and the beautiful
craft tables. We appreciate your gifts!
Love, Lynne and Pastor Brian

CARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRY
Care and Kindness is meeng on Wed. Oct. 14 at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room. You
are welcome to join us at any me, even if you can’t visit someone right now. Come for
prayer and fellowship, and to learn how you can beneﬁt from showing love to our
homebound members. Have a queson? Call Lynne at 714-539-9541 (church oﬃce).

Dinners for Eight or
Fall Opportunity
for Fellowship and Food
Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian
Pastor’s Bible Study
Will resume Wednesday
Sept. 16th, 7:30 pm
in Choir Room
We will begin a study of the
prophets of the Old Testament,
and our first prophet will be
Isaiah.

Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher

This fall at Our Redeemer we invite you to sign up for a 4-month period of
fellowship and fun! You will meet 3 times for a dinner, brunch, lunch, or
picnic hosted by the various people in the group. Plan a potluck, go out to
eat, or designate one in the group to provide the entire meal. It is up to those
of you in each group! You can have a theme, or you don’t have to! At the
end of 4 months we begin the process all over again in new groups of 8.
You will have the opportunity to join a different group to have fun and fellowship and food!
Questions? Talk to Lori Martin or Carol Tuntland!

SUNDAY SCHOOL AIDES NEEDED FOR YOUNGEST CLASS
We need volunteers to be a teacher’s aide in a Sunday school
class once a month. Please say “yes” to the children in our
youngest class and have some fun assisting with crafts and
bathroom breaks. Call the office to volunteer. (714) 539-9541

October 2015
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
Preschool has started and what fun it is. We started on
September 14th with full classes... And we have about 15 all
day!
Our Parent Orientation Night was a success with about
40 people in attendance and representation from most of the
new families... it was great to meet the new and returning
Moms & Dads. We started the Preschool year making friends
and playing with colors. We even wore a different color to
Preschool every day.
Coming up in October: Chapel time has begun with
Pastor Brian. We will be learning about fire prevention and
having firefighters visit us at Preschool. Our 4's and 5's will be
visiting the Fire Station. We will set up a Pumpkin Patch this
year… due to the drought, Westminster High School FFA will
not be growing pumpkins this year. And what fun we will have at Preschool getting ready for Halloween,
making lots of fun things and even get to dress up in costume and go ‘Trick or Treating’ at
Preschool… (I wonder what the theme for the teacher’s costumes will be this year??)
Back to School Night will be on Friday, October 9th, where families and ice cream come together… it
will be a fun time for all!!!
Preschool will be closed on Thursday, October 15th for an educational In-service for all teaching staff.
The focus will be on “Everything Old is New Again” with Helen Booth Church… a perfect opportunity for
our staff to be refreshed and enlightened as they begin the new school year.
And last but not least, I want to thank everyone that has so graciously helped the Preschool and their
allocation for Thrivent Choice Dollars… if you haven’t allocated your funds from Thrivent, please do it
today… and please think of the Preschool. This past school year we received $4,249 and in this economy
with enrollment low, it helped us balance our budget. THANK YOU!
Come by and Say Hi when you can,
and thanks again for all your love and support
Sue

MEN’S RETREAT: EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT,
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK.

November 13th-15th

We’ll look at our Lutheran understanding of the Holy Spirit. Some questions I will address:
-Does everyone have the Holy Spirit in them (divine spark) and just need to uncover it?
-How do we receive the Holy Spirit?
-What are the signs that one has the Holy Spirit?
-What is “speaking in tongues”? Do Lutherans believe in it as a gift of the Holy Spirit?
We will explore what both the Scriptures and our Lutheran confessions say about the Holy Spirit. We
will look at the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the fruits of the Holy Spirit. We’ll talk about the Holy Spirit in
baptism and scripture. We’ll also talk about the Holy Spirit in the world.
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WomenÊs Circles
Circles are groups of ORC women that
meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship and sharing. We have four circles
listed. For more information, please
contact a Circle Leader. Visitors and
new members are always welcome.

Grace
Monday, Oct. 12th, 7 pm
Location: Sharon Thompson

Sincerity
Monday, Oct. 12th, 7 pm
Location: Michelle Timothy
Congratulations to Edgar Munoz on receiving the Pat Stearns scholarship

New Faith
Thursday, Oct. 15th, 7 pm
Location: Carol Healy

Our Redeemer’s Annual

Flu Clinic
Saturday, October 10th
9 am—1 pm in the Council Room
Health Miniistries
stries is hosting our annual flu clinic.
The vaccine
vaccine isis free and available to everyone at Our Redeemer Church and
Preschool, as well as family and friends.
friends. We can immunize anyone age 13 and
older. Teens 1313-17 need parental consent.

New Joy
Thursday, Oct. 27th, 7 pm
Location: Connie Mathany

HOMEMADE SOUP
IS WAITING FOR YOU!

Book Circle
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 pm for
fellowship and discussion of a variety of literature, current and classic, fiction
and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORC and their friends are invited to join
us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more info.
Up-coming selections include:

Oct. 23

A Lucky Life Interrupted, by Tom Brokaw

Dec. 12
Ragtime, by E. L. Doctorow (and our annual holi
day potluck hosted by Sandee and Larry Collier)

Social Ministry wants you to know that there is
plenty of delicious, nutritious homemade soup
waiting for you if you’re sick, lonely, or just in
need of a yummy “bowl of comfort.” Our
kitchen freezer has a variety of soups so please
ask for some to be delivered to you.
Bob Wallace is our official “Soup Courier,” and
he awaits your phone call asking for soup. Call
him at (714) 260-8684. Don’t be shy, friends:
eat up that soup!

October 2015
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Youth at ORC
Sunday, October 4th...Sunday Night Alive...6:30-8:30 pm...We will continue with our series...Scary,
Gross and Weird Stories from the Bible...The truth buried in the bizarre. Bryan Edmondson will be
our bible study leader tonight! You don't want to miss out...
Please pray for our youth workers as they attend the Youth Specialties Convention in San Diego October 8-11. Pray for open hearts and minds, that we get filled both spiritually and educationally! And
pray for safe travel and good health.
Sunday, October 11th...Sunday Night Alive...6:30-8:30...Expect the unexpected...it's gonna be another weird night...Join us as we do Highs/Lows, games, snacks and bible study! Patty will be the Bible
Study leader tonight!
Saturday, October 17th...BEACH BONFIRE NIGHT!!! You have been asking for it...a night at the
beach. we will meet at 3:30 pm. Bring $5.00 for food and parking. Bring a towel, jacket and be ready
for some fun!
No youth on Sunday, October 18th...
Sunday, October 25th-Confirmation Sunday...join us in worship at 8:30 am service for the Rite of
Confirmation...there will be cake! We will have Sunday Night Alive at 6:30-8:30 pm to celebrate. Nicole Forth will be our Bible Study leader.

Please join us for the next
Red Hat Work Day
Youth14th
October
Monday, September
@ 9 am

Service Project

The youth will be collecting empty prescription bottles for Malawi. The medical pharmacies and hospitals in Malawi often
find themselves with nothing except torn pieces of paper for wrapping medicine for their patients. This is especially
prevalent in rural hospitals and village areas where the poorest people live.

You can change this-Here’s how to help!
Save your containers when you have completed your prescription and small over the counter
medicines. Please Remove the Labels-Place them in boiling water to remove the label and glue.
Or put boiling water inside the bottle leaving the outside dry. When the label and glue have
been removed put them in the box in the Narthex. (if removing the labels is too hard we have
a youth who volunteered to do it!) The youth will box them up and send them to The Malawi
Project.
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT ORC…..
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASS
For all incoming 5th and 6th graders and their parents (and anyone else that has not yet received
communion), Saturday, October 3rd, 9 am - 1 pm. First communion will be celebrated the following day
on Sunday, October 4th at 8:30 am service.
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
We will gather on the patio at 3 pm on Sunday, October 4th and have a short service that will then
include an individual blessing for all animals that are in attendance. We will provide snacks for pets and
people alike following the service.
WELCA FALL GENERAL MEETING - OPEN TO ALL WOMEN!
Please join the ladies of WELCA on Tuesday, October 6th at 7pm in Endter Hall for our FALL GENERAL
MEETING. We will be having a Pumpkin Painting Party! B.Y.O.P. (Bring your own pumpkin) fake or real,
we will provide paints and other fun decorations to spice up your decorative pumpkin. We will also be
serving pie and hot cider. All women are welcome, please feel free to bring friends!
Walk to Fight Poverty
Saturday, October 3rd, registration at 8 am, start time is at 9 am, Saint Olaf Lutheran Church (12432
Ninth St., Garden Grove). Help us fight poverty in Orange County. $10,000 is the goal this year!
Contact LSS Community Care, Maxine Abbott (714)534-6450 or register online at
www.lsscommunitycare.org/walkathons/

October 2015
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September Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 Randy Jerue 10:00 Will Fleming
10/4
10/18

8:30 am Communion Assistants
Larry Collier
Dorothie Bair

Ushers
Don Woodhouse/Team 4
Jerry & Carol Healy/Tom & Leslie Roedl

Altar Guild
Becky & Jim Vinson
Susan & Gus Sauter

10 am Communion Assistants
10/11 Becky Vinson
10/25 Michelle Timothy

10/4
10/11
10/18
10/25

Greeters
Susan & Gus Sauter
Sue and Gary Hanson
Traci Fitzharris
Sue Hanson

10/4
10/11
10/18
10/25

Lectors
Carol Tuntland
Dorothie Bair
Ron Stearns
Lynn Badertscher

Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.

Acolytes
Niall McGee
Andrew Garcia
Andrew Garcia
Andrew Garcia

10/4
10/11
10/18
10/25

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young
10:00 Travis Ruud/Fred Wilson

Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com

September Birthdays
Forrest Frederick
Travis Rudd
Gunlog Spaberg
Debbie Vojtech
Jackson Kennison
Robert Sanders
Raymond Moore
Nicole Forth
Leanne Kennison
Skylar Vinson
Fred Wilson
Riley Bergthold
Jeffrey Kearney
Elise Tiede
Sean Kallen
Matthew Forth
Kevin Insouvanh
Diane Kallen
Fran Brannon

10/1
10/1
10/2
10/3
10/4
10/4
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/9
10/9
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/12

Leigh Prechel
Dan Corth
Trent Hauber
Jake Huffman
Lorrie Prothero
David Thompson
Joy Wray
Gerry Hanson
Mirdza Hayden
Linda Higgins
Ked Insouvanh
Lynn Badertscher
Jim Myers
Doris Sparks
Eleeana Humphrey
Sandra Robinson
Nicholas Terry
Walt Rosenthal

10/14
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/18
10/19
10/22
10/24
10/24
10/24
10/24
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/30
10/31

Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

September Anniversaries
Daniel and Lisa Swett

10/02/04

Kevin and Jody Taylor

10/09/99

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Girls Night Out
Featuring Angela Alexander

“Every shoebox offers an opportunity to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ
with a hurting child.”
Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse

The boxes are coming! Please start thinking about
blessing a child with a box filled with your love and
kindness. Boxes and directions of what to pack will
be available on the patio on the following Sundays:

Angela retired from the Air Force Reserve and is
now an Author & Inspirational Speaker of her
autobiography titled “Miracles in Action—Turning
Pain Into Power and Grief into
Peace” (Miraclesinaction.com). She will be sharing
her testimony, a compelling story of triumph in the
face of unspeakable tragedy. Bring your friends for
a spiritual boost:

Friday, October 30, 2015
7:15 PM
Good Shepherd Lutheran church
4800 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine

A donation of $10 will be taken at the door.

Sept. 6, 13, 20 and 27
Filled boxes will be due/collected on Sun., Nov. 4th.
Please see Michelle Timothy for more information.

Octoberfest and Silent Auction
Monday, October 19th at 11:00 am
Please join us for German foods, good
times, and warm friendship.

Our group is asking for volunteer to bring one of the dishes below or bring something of your choice.
Your silent auction items need to be brought to Endter Hall with a price on each item!
FYI … Marie Calender’s pies are on sale for $7.99 until the end of October! Or bring something else made of
pumpkin … bread, pie, cookies, soup, bars, etc.
Red Cabbage
Deviled Eggs
German Potato Salad
German Bread

3-Bean Salad
Kraut/Beef Wieners
Stuffed Peppers
KFC

Brats and Buns
Beet Salad
Salads of any kind

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

Susan Kent

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Independent Sales Representative

714.454.8545

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

www.youravon.com/susankent

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780
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Next to Jack in The Box

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

OUR REDEEMER / 167

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

