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Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and
service, so that others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm,.
Closed on Fridays

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
I’ve written a reflection of this year’s
Synod Assembly. It was a profound
assembly that challenges us and all
congregations for doing ministry into
the future. Below are my thoughts
and how we might respond.
Synod Assembly
The theme for this year’s synod
assembly was: “Behold, I am making all things new.”
The implication and message to the churches in our
synod was: we must be prepared to change or die!
The first part of the assembly focused on educating our
leaders to the stark reality of the changing landscape of
churches in Southern California and throughout our
country.
-There are no more Lutherans immigrating to our
country or moving from the Midwest.
-30% of people under 30 do not have an affiliation with
any church organization.
-White Americans are less likely to marry and less likely
to have children.
-In the next 10-20 years, White Americans will make up
less than 50% of the population.
When the Lutheran churches in California were
planted, their full time job was to gather Lutherans who
were moving into their communities. We filled our
churches with people, seeking out Lutheran churches.
Our churches have declined as the mission of gathering
existing Lutherans is no longer viable.
Even those churches who have changed and
focused upon reaching out to unchurched individuals
and families find that fewer people are seeking out any
church.
That message, the first two days of the
assembly was like a slap to the face. WAKE UP,
LUTHERAN CHURCHES, ADAPT OR DIE!
Many of our churches need to die! Without
sufficient members to maintain their facilities, churches
need to decide whether or not to merge with other
congregations, engage in cooperative ministry with
shared staff, sell their facilities and operate out of
smaller venues, or find new ways to do ministry. Those
are the issues which must be addressed in the coming
years for ALL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES.
The last speaker, Rev. Rueben Duran, from the
national ELCA, shared a word of hope and challenge for
churches into the future. Instead of trying to gather
Lutherans as we have in the past (who aren’t out there
to be gathered), we need to find new ways to engage
and interact with the communities and unchurched
people around us.

Some churches, like Our Redeemer, have done
a good job of trying to provide programing for the needs
of the community around us. We have established a
pre-school to prepare children for school, we have a
food pantry, SHIP program for the homeless, summer
swim programs, VBS that involves 100 children from the
community, and Living Pictures. While those are all
good programs, we are not relating to the community
around us as well as we could or should.
One of the fundamental “adaptive” changes
which we and most churches need to make is finding
ways to do ministry WITH and not just FOR the
community. In the Kairos Ministry one of the
fundamental principles is: listen, listen; love, love! That
needs to become a fundamental principle for our
congregations.
Who are the people and/or groups within our
neighborhoods that we need to listen to? What are the
concerns of the people around us? Is there some way
we can work with the people in our communities to
“establish God’s kingdom here on earth as it is in
heaven?” Working with the people in the community,
showing respect for who they are, listening to their
concerns, acknowledging their gifts, and working
together to make a difference in our communities: it’s
part of the way God is making all things new.
As I reflect upon the challenges of our
congregation, the first thing that popped into my mind
were the two elementary schools within two blocks of
our congregation. How can we listen to the concerns of
the families who attend these schools? How can we
engage staff members, PTA organizations, and children
in ways to work together to make a positive difference in
our neighborhoods? Before we can answer those
questions we have to: listen, listen: love, love.
Once the relationship is formed, once we work
together for the good of the communities, we will have
the opportunities to also share the good news of God’s
love for all people through Jesus Christ; a message
they will have already begun to experience in our
ministry together.
That was what I got from our synod assembly
this year. It was profound.

In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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July’s Sweet Summer Sizzle - Hoedown!
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
Are you ready to try some square
dancing? No?! Then just come and
enjoy a barbecue dinner and some
fine fellowship instead on Sat., July
25 from 5-8 pm. Couples, families
with children, singles, everyone is
invited to join us for barbecue
hamburgers and chicken, O’Doul’s
beer (non-alcoholic), and a swinging evening of music
and dancing. We’ve asked a professional square dance
caller to show us how to enjoy this type of dancing and
lead us in some dances. Trivia: Did you know that
square dancing can add ten years to your life? True! A
combination of the cardiovascular exercise, fun, and
shared laughter will lengthen your life. In fact, shared
laughter will increase your enjoyment of life in general.
Tickets will be on sale beginning Sunday, June
28 on the patio, between and after worship services. Be
sure to buy your ticket ahead of time because we are
not selling tickets at the door on the evening of the
event. For young children, there will be babysitting in
our nursery; bring a sack dinner for your child(ren).
Trivia: Do you remember what “allemande left” means?
How about “promenade?” Do you recall “right and left
grand?”
We have some expert square dancers at Our
Redeemer; did you know that fact? I know of two
women who are pros at this style of couple dancing,
and I bet you know them, too: Audrey Pecor and
Gladys Bale. If you know of any others, please send
their names my way, and we will be looking to them to
help us make sense of what our square dance caller is
telling us to do! Tom Kent used to square dance during
his high school days, and in order to make sure he did
it once a week, his parents would pay him five dollars
to go. Being a wise young man, he went and earned his
five dollars despite the teasing he endured from fellow
students. Way to go, Tom!
Here’s a little information about square dancing
to get you ready for our July 25 event. “A square
consists of four couples, with one couple stationed on
each of the four sides of the square. Everyone starts
facing the center of the square. Each couple consists of
a"boy"/"man" and a "girl"/"lady", with the boy standing
on the left. The actual sex of the dancer is unimportant
as long as everyone remembers who is the "boy" and

who is the "girl". Each member of a couple is the other
member's partner. The lady on a man's left is his
corner, and conversely the man on a lady's right is her
corner. Couples are numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4 starting
with the couple closest to the caller and moving
counterclockwise. Couples 1 and 3 are the heads, and
2 and 4 are the sides.” Here’s a diagram to help you
get your bearing. (The men are squares; the women
are circles.)
More information about this unique evening will
be forthcoming in your bulletin and on the patio during
ticket sales. We hope to see you getting your ticket on
June 28!
Square dancing along,

Lynne

Our next meeting is Wed.,

July 15 at 9:30 am in the
Council Room.
We invite you to join us and
learn how visiting our home
-bound members will change
your life in amazing ways. The Care and Kindness
team is making a difference in the lives of
members by bringing smiles, love, and a listening
ear.
For more information, call Lynne in the church
office or email her at lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
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At our 2014 congregational meeting the church council was asked to compile a list of member giving, membership of the
congregation, and major expenses facing the congregation. The reason for compiling this information was in response to
the question of whether or not to install solar panels to reduce the cost of electricity to the congregation.
Membership and Giving
Age
Number of people
Combined giving
90+
10 people
$14,500
80-89
36
$67,400
70-79
64
$157,000
60-69
60
$137,000
50-59
39
$51,000
40-49
28
$4,000
30-39
38
$3000
20-29
26
$400
1-19
60
Major Expenses
Parking lot long term repair
$50,000
Roofing: Endter Hall
$26,000
Others
$50-75,000
A/C
??
Carpeting in sanctuary
$21,000
There is currently $73,000 in the building fund. We currently are adding an extra $2,000 per month to this
fund. We also own the house next door, mortgage free worth around $400,000.
These are the numbers for membership giving, and the costs for some of the major expenses that would be incurred in
the next ten years.
Our present giving by members shows that about 85% of our member giving comes from members who are 60
and older. We can anticipate losing $100,000-150,000 in annual giving in the next 10 years. However, it is hard
to anticipate what levels of giving will increase from new members, and younger members as they grow in their
ability to increase their giving. Last year we took in 35 new members, and we just receive another 11 new members this month.
We currently have 170 people 60+, and 191 from 1-59. Over half of our members are below the age of 60.
Currently, we receive almost 25% of our budget from non-member giving. The cell phone tower, pre-school, SHIP house,
rental groups, and summer swim program all have the potential to remain at their present level or more.
This information was requested in response to the proposal to lease/purchase a solar system to reduce the cost of
electricity to the congregation. The bids on solar panels on Endter Hall estimated that for the first 10-15 years the cost of
the system would be paid by the savings in electricity produced and that after 15 years, the church would own the system
and begin to see significant savings at that time.
Pastor’s Perspective
God has placed it upon my mind that we are in a situation similar to Joseph in the 7 years of plenty and the 7
years of drought. For the next seven years, we can expect strong support from existing members, and then we face a
period of adjusting to probable reduced income.
What do we need to do in order for Our Redeemer to continue to be a place that makes a difference in the community and remains a viable institution in service to God?
Develop our endowment fund. As current members remember the congregation in their wills, there will be resources
to maintain facilities and ministry at the church`.
Plan on increasing our building fund over the next 10 years to have a reserve to cover the costs of maintaining the
facilities.
Make sacrifices NOW to ensure a better future for God’s work.
Continue to find new ways to do ministry with our community. See my article on the Synod Assembly reflections.
Explore ways to develop greater lay leadership and less reliance on paid staff to carry out the ministries of the church.
Continue to explore ways to do cooperative ministry with other Lutheran Churches in our area.
The question concerning Solar energy is this:
Can the congregation purchase/lease a solar energy system now in the years of plenty, in order to provide savings to be
realized in the future
OR
will solar energy not produce the expected savings and be a burden to the congregation during the leaner years ahead?
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LOVE AFTER LOVE
by Derek Walcott
The time will come
when, with elation,
you will greet yourself arriving
at your own door,
in your own mirror,
and each will smile at the other’s welcome
and say, sit here. Eat.
You will love again the stranger who was your self.
Give wine. Give bread.
Give back your heart
to itself, to the stranger who has loved you
all your life, whom you ignored
for another, who knows you by heart.
Take down the love letters from the bookshelf,
the photographs, the desperate notes,
peel your own image from the mirror.
Sit. Feast on your life.

Practice:
Have you ever been saved by a poem? Or perhaps for
you the lifeline was a song, or a chant, or a prayer - for
these are also poetry. I invite you to make a list of the
poems, prayers, or lyrics that have been teachers for
you. Perhaps you, too, will find that the right poetic
phrase can melt your defenses and invite you to the
feast of your own being.

Israel trip:
Information Meeting and Slide Show
Pastor Brian will host an informational meeting in
the sanctuary on Mon., September 14 at 7p.m.
He will share slides from his last trip to Israel in
2014 and answer questions about the upcoming trip
scheduled for March 29-April 7, 2016.
Some of the important information about the upcoming trip:
-The trip begins the Tuesday after Easter
-We will fly non-stop from LAX to Tel Aviv on El Al
Airlines
-ALL expenses (except lunches and souvenirs) are
included in the price of $3660 per person
-Payment and registration is due no later than
December 9, 2015
-We will have a private bus with our own guide.
Come to the meeting, enjoy seeing the sights,
including some of our personal highlights from the
last trip, and the changes we are making on the
itinerary for the upcoming trip.

Carl and I wish to thank all who have prayed for
us during Carl’s illness and our difficult move. Carl
is doing well learning to walk with a walker. He
still needs care but we are adjusting. All the prayers and cards have meant so much.
I attend two bible classes here and Vespers. It is
not ORLC, but is being fed God’s word. I pray for
so many of you and miss you all.
In jesus’ love, Bea and carl Baker
beehivebaker@gmail.com
****************************************************************************************
I would like to thank everyone for your kindness,
thoughts and prayers. Thank you for all the cards,
flowers and well wishes. It is good to know so
many people are concerned about me and my
health; as well as my family. I’m hoping my health
will improve and I’ll join you all again soon. ~
Ardythe Weigandt.

Page 6

Redeemer Reflections

Graduate Recognitions…

Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian

If you would like to have a special graduate acknowledged in
our August Newsletter, please send an Email to Susan Hirsch in
the church office.
office@orcgg.org
Please include the following:
Graduate’s Name, School Graduated from, Degree, High School
or College they are going to attend this Fall & major they plan
to declare in college.

Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
in Endter Hall
(714) 539-9541
Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher
(714) 852-2064

Thank you for attending our Luau last month; and for all the
fruits & salads. (We will put Clara Marsh’s Hawaiian bread
recipe in our upcoming cookbook.) Thanks to all who helped
in every way...set up, clean up, food prep, decorations...you
name it! Every one of you are appreciated!!
A special thank you goes out to Karen Roznos, who made our
beautiful Hawaiian tablecloths. Wow, Karen, you are so kind!
More sincere thank you(s) go out to the following:

Book Circle meets
the fourth Friday of
each month at 7:30
pm for fellowship
and discussion of a
variety of literature, current and
classic, fiction and non-fiction.
All avid readers are invited to
join us.
For more information, contact
Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462.
July 24
Aug. 28

The Kitchen House
by Kathleen Grissom
Traveling to Infinity:
My Life with Steven
by Jane Hawking

** Lily Chweh for keeping our finances straight and also
taking care of some secretarial duties for me.
** Susan Nemitz, you are a lifesaver with your jokes and bits
of information. You always come in handy when needed and
you are still my right arm!
And to Jerry Healy, for taking care of the sound system!
You always save me!
I look forward to seeing you all again in September when we
will meet up for “Back to School.” Please remember to bring
your favorite school picture. Won’t it seem strange to see
pencils and paper, when we are almost making them obsolete
in 2015! Have a safe and healthy summer. Love to you all.
See you again on Sept. 21st.
God be with all until we meet again ~ Erna
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?

Summer is here and the preschool is going strong.
During Summer Session we get to meet a number of
new students before Fall. We also get to enjoy
some extra special units and field trips.

Our Redeemer
Preschool

Sue Creager, Director
During the first week of July, the children will be feeling a little patriotic
(714) 539539-6643
getting ready for and celebrating the 4th on the 2nd culminating with a Bike
preschool@ourredeemer Parade of Red White & Blue. Also during July, we will be doing units on the
gardengrove.org
ocean, a pirate week with a visit to the Westminster Splash Pad and a little
cowboy fun with some square dancing too!
And, we still have space in some classes for Fall, so if you or someone you
know is interested, have them contact us as soon as possible… remember
2 1/2 and potty trained, and a fun time for all!
Thanks again for all your support during the year .
Have a Great Summer!

Sue
American Flag made wiwith
t h student’s lilittle
ttle handprints
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SAVE THE DATE!
3rd ANNUAL CAMP OUT & RETREAT
Mark your calendars now for the Labor Day weekend camp out and retreat
at Luther Glen. The dates are Sat. Sept. 5 through Mon. Sept. 7. Join us as
we hike, swim, sing songs at the campﬁre, enjoy silly skits, do cra1s, nap,
socialize, and many other ac3vi3es. Dust oﬀ your walking shoes and get out
your sun hat, because it’s 3me to head up the mountain to beau3ful Oak
Glen. What’s included: All meals, snacks, everything.
Total Cost per person: Tent: $77
Cabin $117 Luther Glen Room: $175
PICK UP REGISTRATION FORMS & INFORMATION PACKETS IN THE NARTHEX.

SWEET SUMMER SIZZLE……
HOEDOWN AND DANCE!
Swing your partner and have some fun at the summer
square dance and alfresco barbecue dinner! Instead of a
celebration of marriage, this year we’re celebrating love
and friendship on Saturday, July 25 from 5-8 pm.
Babysitting is free.
Purchase your tickets on the patio, starting June 28.
ALL are welcome and encouraged to attend this fun event!
Couples $15. Singles $8. More information coming soon in your bulletin.
Why Consider Online Giving?
Our Redeemer invites you to join our new electronic giving program as a way to automate
your regular weekly offerings. Here are some reasons:
Electronic giving is convenient for you and provides much-needed consistency for our
church. Did you know that there is no cost for you to participate?
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52
checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. When travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an
uninterrupted basis, thus supporting your church programs and the community you love.
You can conveniently set up online giving from our church website: www.orcgg.org. From the church website
home page, click on the word “Giving” in the green bar near the top right of the page. Follow the directions on the
next page that displays, and you’re on your way.
With summer starting and planned vacations about to commence, we encourage you to take time today to pray
about online giving and how you might get involved in this program. If you’d like to get set up to give electronically,
visit our website, or simply call the church office at (714) 539-9541 and ask for assistance. We are here to help
you get started.
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Summer Swim Lessons are
Underway at
Our Redeemer Church Pool
We still have some openings for:
Session Two: July 6-17
Session Three: July 20-July 31st and
Session Four: Aug. 10-21st

Group and Private Lessons
Taught by Certified Swim Instructors
Act fast...Register in the church office
Mon.-Thurs. from 8:30 am—2:30 pm

Coming Soon…Don’t miss out on
Vacation Bible School
August 3rd-7th, 2015
8:45 am to 1:00 pm
Cost: $30 for 1st child, $25 for second and $20 for
each additional child.
Additional information and paperwork are in the church office.
Please stop by during office hours to pick up the forms.
** There are lots of volunteer opportunities and donations that will
be needed in the weeks ahead. Please reach out to Patty Erickson if
you’d like to help in any capacity. Thank you.

JULY & AUGUST POOL PARTIES
If you missed the June party, there’s still July and August,
and we’re inviting YOU to bring your family and friends to
enjoy the fun at the pool. The shade pavilions and lunch
will be set up by the pool for you to have some wet and
wild fun. The pool party dates: July 12 and August 23.
Times: 11:30-2:30 pm. The fun starts right after the
second worship service, so pack your towel, swimsuit, and
sunscreen and change in the Endter Hall bathrooms.
Please bring fruit or a dessert to share with everyone.
Lunch and drinks will be provided. Church members and
their friends are invited. Questions? Call Lynne in the
church office: (714) 539-9541 or email:
lynne@fanfaremusic.net.

July Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.
Council Person of the Month
8:30 Tina Ray 10:00 Will Fleming
8:30 am Communion Assistants
7/5
Dorothie Bair, Allen Bair
7/19 Karen Smith, Allen Bair
10 am Communion Assistants
7/12 Becky Vinson, Paula Kielich
7/26 Jerry & Carol Healy
Greeters
7/5
Patty Kessler
7/12 Pat Gomes
7/19 Terry Dickman
7/26 Patty Kessler

Lectors
7/5
Tina Ray
7/12 Ron Stearns
7/19 John Prothero
7/26 Dorothie Bair
Acolyte 8:30am
7/5
Audrey Prothero
7/12 Colin Prothero
7/19 Colin Prothero
7/26 Audrey Prothero
Acolyte 10 am
7/5
James Mendoza
7/12 Andrew Garcia
7/19 James Mendoza
7/26 Andrew Garcia

Soundboard
8:30 Terrence Young
10:00 Darlene Davis

publication of Our
Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Deadline for
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15th of each month.
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deadline is 11 am Tuesday
mornings for the
following Sunday’s
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Please email your
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Susan Hirsch at
office@orcgg.org.
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Altar Guild
Susan Kent & Patty Kessler
July Ushers
Team # 1: Don Woodhouse, Norm
Jessen, Randy Jerue, Bob Buelow,
Ray & Leanne Moore

Audio/Video
Fred Wilson
Emmanuel Hayden

July Birthdays
7/17
7/17
7/19
7/21
7/21
7/24
7/25
7/27
7/28
7/29
7/29
7/29
7/29
7/31
7/31
7/31

7/1 Richard Frank
7/3 Debra Garcia
7/3 Thomas Kent
7/3 Lisa Solberg
7/3 Michelle Timothy
7/4 Jeanne Schremp
7/6 Terry Dickman
7/8 James Hakala
7/8 Shari Ruud
7/9 Yvonne Bischof
7/9 Shelby Kielich
7/9 Jean Peppmuller
7/12 Tim English
7/12 Bonnie Klevos
7/14 Joe Kingswold
7/14 Linda Veres
7/14 Michelle Moehlman
7/15 Claire Leeb
7/16 Peggie Yanda
7/17 Tressa Bair

Jerry Engelhardt
Margie Pyle
Paula Kielich
Patty Erickson
Mary Murphy
Pastor Brian
Joanne Davey
Will Fleming
Corky Krabbenhoft
Aidan Bair
Aubrey Erickson
Ruth O’Connor
Terri O’Neal
Allen Bair
Michael Butala
Barbara Howery

July Anniversaries
7/11
7/16
7/18
7/21

Reflections is a

Marcos & Tracy Ramirez
Dan & Carol Corth
John & Jennifer Leeb
Brian and Cindy Mendonca

7/23 Trent & Crystal Hauber
7/23 Jim & Lori Myers
7/30 Chris & Patty Erickson

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
revBST@aim.com
Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Susan Hirsch
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Children’s Choir Director
Sharon Edmondson
Bookeeper
Kim Radford
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

Susan Kent

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Independent Sales Representative

714.454.8545

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

www.youravon.com/susankent

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780
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Next to Jack in The Box

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

OUR REDEEMER / 167

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Church Web: www.orcgg.org
Church Email: office@orcgg.org
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email
address changes

Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Fridays
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is available
The Lord’s Pantry

Food for the needy & homeless
Distribution Hours: Tues, Wed., Thurs.
9 am -2pm

