
 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC 
 

Stay updated with the latest  
info and photos. 

 

INSTAGRAM:  

@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 
Let us know if you’d like to receive  

the monthly newsletter by  
email or “snail” mail.   

Our Mission Statement:  
To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and 

service, so that others may believe and accept Jesus Christ 

as their Lord and Savior.  

 Our Redeemer Lives! 

April 2022                         A publication of OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, Garden Grove, California 

 

Our Redeemer Church, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove . CA 92841 
T: 714.539.9541 
F: 714.539.7672 

Preschool: 714.539.6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 

Worship Schedule: 
8:30 am OUTDOOR/Patio   

10:00 am INDOOR/Sanctuary 
 

Get on the email list and the     
worship service comes to you! 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed Fridays 

 What’s Inside . . .  

•Our Redeemer History Day (See pg. 2) 
•History Day Stories (See pgs. 3, 13-23)  

•Scholarship Opportunities (See pgs. 3-4) 

•Remembering Passover (See pgs. 5-6) 

 •Weekly Events (See pg. 8)  

 •Monthly Events (See pgs. 9-10) 

 •Preschool News (See pg. 11) 

 •April Calendar (See pg. 24) 



 

 

Our Redeemer History Day 
 

The Transition Committee would like to thank everyone 

who participated in ORC’s History Day. We rejoice in the 

stories and documents that were shared that day. And 

thank you for your responses on Sunday, March 27
th

. The 

stories that were part of the program in the sanctuary are 

presented in this month’s newsletter so everyone has an 

opportunity to read them.   

 

We look forward to hearing your comments, questions and concerns as we work through 

this Call process. You can contact any member of the Transition Committee (Annette 

Agosta, Kameron Andersen, Edmund Channita, Will Fleming, Ron Stearns, Pastor Misael, or 

Carol Tuntland) through email, telephone, text, or in-person when you see us at church! 

 

The Transition Committee, Pastor Misael and Council President Lorrie Klevos met with 

Pastor Terry Tuvey Allen on Thursday, March 24, at Our Redeemer to review our progress 

and make plans for the next steps. We thank Pastor Misael for his guidance and help as 

our interim pastor. We will be meeting with you, the congregation, on April 23rd starting at 

11am to discuss our Core Values as the people of Our Redeemer.  We look forward to this 

time together.  

 

Carol Tuntland 

Transition Committee Chair 
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Speakers at ORC’s History Day . . .  

   

   Story on page: 

 •Lori Martin  3 

 •Sharon Thompson     13 

 •Jerry Engelhardt         13-15 

 •Annette Agosta         15 

 •Wendy Fitzharris        15-16 

 •Ann Badertscher        17-20 

 •Tom Kent                   21-23 

Notes and comments to the 

Transition Committee can be 

dropped off in the “Transition Team” 

box in the church narthex or email 

Carol Tuntland at 

ctuntland02@yahoo.com. 



 

 

April 2022                                                                                                                                  Page 3 

From Lori Martin: 
“I started here at Our Redeemer in 1965, I was 5!  (I am only 39!?) 

 

“My mom and dad, Donald and Sylvia Woodhouse, were staples—no, pillars—at the church.  I 

was confirmed here, married twice (yes, two times) here!  I did almost everything you can 

imagine! For VBS, my mom recruited all the neighborhood kids because we had a pool.  My 

mom was very involved in so many activities.  And my dad was head usher for 4O years and 

never missed a service—all the Christmas services, Living Pictures, any concert, and youth 

activities. The only time he missed church was when NASCAR was in town! 

 

I was a Youth Advisor, Council member, served on the social ministry, I taught, did plays, and also 

hosted the Talent Show with Lynn Badertscher.  We were funny!  I’ll say it again, we were funny!!  

We did a play called “Dr. Newheart,” and I was the doctor who gave people a new heart—in 

Christ!   

 

This church is my family.  There is so much love here.  I have no idea what other churches are 

like, but this church has so many members who have compassion, love, and they care. 

 

My dad is in his last days, and I thank you all for your prayers and love and support! 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  

Don went to be with the Lord on March 23, 2022 His Service is Saturday, April 9 at 11AM 

PLEASE KEEP THE TRANSITION 

COMMITTEE IN YOUR PRAYERS as they 

meet  and prepare to begin the search for a 

new pastor.   
 

Committee Members:  Carol Tuntland 

(Chair); Annette Agosta; Kameron Andersen; 

Edmund Channita; Pastor Misael Fajardo-

Perez; Will Fleming; Ron Stearns 

SCHOLARSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

ARE YOU PLANNING TO ATTEND 

COLLEGE IN THE FALL??  Our 

Redeemer has TWO memorial 

scholarships: 

Phil Lochhaas Memorial Scholarship 

This $500 scholarship honors Phil Lochhaas, who served as the Youth Director at ORC.  

Our Redeemer members who are pursuing a college education are eligible to apply; 

applicants need to show they will be enrolled in a degree-granting program this Fall.  

The scholarship can be re-applied for as long as the student is continuing his/her 

education.  This is a non-competitive scholarship.  Applications are available at the 

church office and are due June 6, 2022.                                          (Continued on page 4) 



 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR’S NEW MEMBER  

NANCY SCHAGER 
 

Our Redeemer’s handbell choir recently acquired a new 

member, NANCY SCHAGER, who is serving a valuable 

role.  “Nancy joined at a time when we had a couple  of  

unassigned bells, and she made our lives so much easier,” 

said choir director Brian Pereboom.  “We always welcome 

new ringers.  Even if you can only play one or two bells, it 

helps more than you think.  I provide free lessons to anyone who wants extra help.”   

 

Nancy eagerly shared her experience:  “Our Redeemer has always strived to be an 

inclusive church, welcoming diversity in the neighborhood, the homeless, the disabled, 

but such care is really appreciated when it hits home.  A couple of years ago, I had a bad 

accident and lost the full use of my left hand and arm.  Since then, there are many 

activities I haven’t been able to participate in.  With the kindness of Brian Pereboom and 

our new handbell choir, I’ve found a new hobby!  Brian heard I always wanted to be in 

the handbell choir and he made it happen.  The choir members have also been so 

welcoming.  If the choir looks like fun to you, even if you’ve had little or no experience, 

Brian is kind and patient, an experienced teacher.  I hope some of you will accept the 

opportunity and join.” 

 

Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5pm until 6pm in the Sanctuary.   

If you have questions, feel free to contact Brian at brian.pereboom@gmail.com.   
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SCHOLARSHIPS (Continued  from pg. 3 ) 

Pat Stearns Memorial Scholarship 

This scholarship honors Pat Stearns, a registered nurse who regarding nursing as not 

just a profession, but a calling.  The scholarship is open to everyone who is pursuing a 

career in an accredited nursing program.  This scholarship is competitive, but ORC has 

been able to support more than one student in prior years.  Applications are available 

at the church office and June 6, 2022, is the deadline to apply. 

 

Contact Julie at the church office (714.539.9541 or office@orcgg.org) for scholarship 

applications.  DEADLINE to submit applications is June 6th. 
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REMEMBERING PASSOVER 
by Cordell Krabbenhoft 

 

I was inspired by the Holy Spirit to relate my ideas to you about the parallels between the events 

of the first Passover, Holy Week, and receiving Holy Communion.  These thoughts are a result of 

my attending and conducting Seder services over the years.  My hope is that this article will help 

you appreciate your journey as one of God’s chosen people. 

 

Every year, Passover is remembered in accordance with God’s instructions given to the 

Hebrews that first Passover.  This yearly event or service of worship is called a “Seder,” 

and has occurred for some 3,500 years.  During this service, the participants are 

admonished to remember the events of the first Passover as if they were personally there 

and taking part in what happened.  One of the events that led up to the exodus from 

Egypt were ten plagues, the last of which was the death of the first born in each 

household.  That death would be avoided (passed-over) if the entry of the household was 

marked with the blood of a lamb.  That household would be saved from death by the 

death and blood of a perfect lamb. 

 

Four days before Passover, each household was to select a lamb without blemish and 

bring the lamb into the house.  Most likely, this was not a common event—to have a cute 

little lamb, like a pet, triumphantly entering that home.  You can imagine the children of 

the family would be overjoyed with that loveable lamb.  Four days later, the lamb had to 

be prepared (sacrificed) for the last meal the people would eat before they left their 

homes in Egypt.  There must have been great sorrow and crying by all the Hebrew 

children throughout the land that night with the deaths of their baby lambs.  The saving 

blood of the lamb marked the house entry, and death did not enter (was passed-over) 

the Hebrew homes, but death did enter all the Egyptian households, and Pharaoh finally 

relented and allowed the Hebrew people to leave Egypt. 

 

The next day, nourished by the body of the lamb and unleavened bread—unleavened 

because they did not have time to let the bread rise—God’s chosen people were led by 

Moses across the Red Sea on a journey to freedom.  The Bible numbers the people at 

600,000 men, a number hard to imagine; they were all descendants of Abraham.  After 40 

years of wandering in the desert, only a small number (Joshua and Caleb) of that original 

group entered the Promised Land.  This was a new generation which would settle in this 

new land and eventually would beget King David and the line of descendants who would 

give us Jesus.  Each year, Passover would be remembered just as God had admonished 

his people to do.                                                                                  (Continued on pg. 6) 
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Remembering Passover (Continued from page 5) 
 

We know that Jesus was celebrating the Passover (Seder) at the event we call “the last 

supper.”  He had just triumphantly returned to Jerusalem four days before.  Now it was 

time to share the final bit of unleavened bread.  In the Seder, it is called the “afikomen,” 

the dessert, the end of the meal.  Jesus took the bread, blessed it, and now adds to the 

traditional words and says, “take and eat it, this is my body that will be given for you, do 

this often in Remembrance of Me.”  Jesus, the Lamb of God, like the lamb of the first 

Passover, will now be part of you, to nourish you spiritually in your journey to the 

Promised Land.  Jesus then took the glass of wine, the cup of blessing, and adds these 

words, “take and drink, this is my blood that will be shed for you, for the forgiveness of 

your sin.”  Like the lamb at the first Passover, when we take and drink we are marking 

the doorposts of our hearts with the blood of the Lamb.  Our sins are forgiven and Jesus 

says no death here, only eternal life. 

 

Now it was the time for weeping and crying for our Lamb of God, who was about to be 

sacrificed so that His blood could be shed for our sins, and for those who believe, we 

mark our hearts with the blood of the Lamb.  Jesus then began his three-day journey of 

death and resurrection so that we can continue on our journey to the Promised Land. 

 

It is fit and proper that we, as children of Abraham, should remember the first Passover 

and now with our ancestor Jesus, we remember how He gave us Himself, and is with 

each of us, in the bread and wine each time we take communion.  What a journey to 

remember when we are with Him in His body and blood at communion. 

♱ ♱ ♱ 

 SPECIAL SERVICES THIS MONTH: 

 

April 6th   7:00 pm Lenten Services (Sanctuary) 

April 10th   8:30 am Palm Sunday Traditional Service (Patio) 

  10:00 am Palm Sunday Prayer & Praise Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

April 14th   7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary) 

April 15th   7:00 pm Good Friday Service (Sanctuary) 

April 17th   8:30 am Easter Sunday Traditional Service (Patio) 

  10:00 am Easter Sunday Prayer & Praise Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
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SEGRESTROM CONCERT HALL TOUR 

March 12th 
The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship—which included LADIES for this special occasion—were 

given a wonderful tour of the Segerstrom Concert Hall by our “personal” docent, Carol 

Tuntland!  Here are a few pictures . . .  
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Upcoming Weekly Events at 

Our Redeemer 

 

 

SUNDAYS 

 

 

 
 

MONDAYS 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAYS 

 

 

 

SATURDAYS 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES —at 8:30am AND 10am 
 

8:30am Worship Outside (weather permitting) 

  Traditional Service 

  Children’s Sunday School in Preschool Rm 1  

10:00am Worship in Sanctuary (Masks required) 

  Prayer & Praise Service   

GRIEF GROUP—at 11am 
Meets in Endter Hall, with Patty Trevor leading. 

DOES NOT MEET the third Monday of the month (when 

Young-At-Heart meets). 

BIBLE STUDY—at 12pm 
 

Meets on ORC campus with Interim Pastor Misael. 

PRAISE TEAM—at 7pm  

Rehearsal (Sanctuary). 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—at 7am 
 

Meets via ZOOM.  Contact Lynn Badertscher 

(lbadertsch@aol.com or 714.852.2064) for more info. 

ADORATION CHOIR—at 7pm  

Rehearsal (Sanctuary). 

HANDBELL CHOIR—at 5pm 
 

Rehearsal (Sanctuary).  

LENTEN SERVICE—at 7pm 
Worship Service (Sanctuary) on April 6th.  

LORD’S PANTRY—8am until 11am 
 

Distributing food (Patio).  



 

 

Upcoming Monthly Events at 

Our Redeemer 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST—at 7:30am 
 
 

This month’s Men’s Breakfast is April 9th starting at 7:30am 
(Endter Hall).  After a fabulous breakfast, we will hear from 
David Carnahan, director of Victory House, a rehabilitation 
home for men operated by Victory Outreach.  This is a front-
line effort to help the homeless, and rehabilitating drug and 
alcohol abusers. 
 

 
For more information, contact  Will Fleming  

(714.318.3394 or willvalran@aol.com)  
 

RACIAL JUSTICE GROUP —at 7pm 
 

All interested persons are invited to attend the ZOOM 

meeting of the Racial Justice Group on April 20th at 7pm. 
 

Contact Traci Fitzharris (traci.fitzharris@gmail.com)  

if you have questions or need more information 

YOUNG-AT-HEART—at 11am 
 

Program to be announced . . .  
 
 

 

Contact Dorothie Bair  (714.746.6290 or ddbair@gmail.com)  
if you have questions or need more information 

 

(Monthly Events continued on next page) 

 

April 9th 
 

Second  

Saturday of 

the month 

 

April 20th 
 

Third  

Wednesday of 

the month 

 

April 18th 
 

Third  

Monday of the 

month 

ORC BOOK CLUB—at 2pm 
 

Meeting April 23rd at 2pm at the church for fellowship and 

discussion of: 

 April’s book Saving Freedom, by Joe Scarborough  
  

For more information, contact  

Ron Stearns (rcs949@yahoo.,com or 714.891.9462)  

 

April 23rd 

Fourth 

Saturday of 

the month 
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(Continued from previous page . . .)  

Upcoming Monthly Events at 

Our Redeemer 

WELCA CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Women of ORC meet in-person or via ZOOM once a month: 

 

Grace Circle   @ 12:15pm 2nd Monday of the month  April 11
th  

Sincerity Circle @   1:00pm 2nd Monday of the month  April 11
th 

 

New Joy Circle @   7:00pm 4th Tuesday of the month  April 26
th

 

New Faith Circle @   2:30pm 4th Wednesday of the month  April 27
th 

 

  
If you are interested in joining a Circle, please contact: 

Grace Circle: Susan Kent (susankent682002@yahoo.com) 

Sincerity Circle: Wendy Fitzharris (fourfitz2@gmail.com)  

New Joy Circle: Wendy Taylor (WTaylor486@aol.com) 

New Faith Circle: Val Fleming (willvalryan@aol.com)  

♱ ♱ ♱ 

April  Anniversaries 

Tom & Susan Kent     04/06 

Thomas & Elsie Tiede  04/16 

Jack & Sandra Ray   04/30 

April Birthdays 

Cole Guardino 04/02  Rebecca Vinson  04/16 

Robert LaMarre  04/03  Marianne Greene 04/18 

Chris Erickson  04/07  Ardythe Wiegandt  04/18 

Harley Whitten 04/09  Joe Brozick   04/20 

Jon Draughon  04/10  Patricia Robertson  04/22 

Araceli Garcia  04/11  Gus Sauter  04/23 

Eileen Huffman  04/12  Andrew Greene 04/26 

Marilyn Witt   04/12  Howard Carlson 04/29 

Bea Baker  04/12 

Kayla Fuentes  04/13   
CORE VALUES  

Meeting  
 

April 23rd 

11am until 2pm 

Endter Hall 

THE NEXT STEP IN THE 

TRANSITION PROCESS . . . 
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Our Redeemer Preschool 
Newsletter 

~Wednesday, April 13~ 
Wear Your PJ’s to School Day  

~Thursday, April 14~ 
Easter Egg Hunt  

~Friday, April 15~ 
SCHOOL CLOSED  

for  

Good Friday  

~Friday, April 22~ 
Earth Day / International  

Food Tasting Day 

Tell your Family and Friends to follow  Our Redeemer Preschool on                                                            

@ourredeemerpreschoolgardengrove orpgardengrove 

 Special Dates 
In April 

You shouldn’t be late for school!  Just roll out 

of bed, eat your breakfast, and come on over 

to school!  Let’s be super comfy ALL DAY! 

Each child should bring 12 plastic eggs filled 

with a special treat inside (e.g., stickers, a small 

toy, or a small piece of candy).  The Egg Hunt 

will take place around 11:30am.  

Ask your mom or dad what Good Friday is 

about . . .  why the church celebrates this day. 

We will be celebrating INTERNATIONAL FOOD 

TASTING DAY  on Friday, April 22nd.  Sign up 

to bring a dish from your Home Country for 

the kids to taste! 
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From Sharon Thompson: 
A bit of Our Redeemer’s history for your information (taken from the 25th Anniversary 

Celebration program, April 18, 1982): 

Pastor Ender’s Associate Pastors: 

    Rev. Paul Uhlar  1964 to 1968 

    Rev. Ron Moore  1968 to 1972 

    Rev. Barry Click  1973 to 1976 

    Rev. Gregg Selander  1977 to 1980 

    Rev. Dan Erlenbusch  1977 to (“present.” 1982) 

    Rev. Yutaka Toda  1980 to (“present,” 1982) 

 

Lutheran Church Women: 

    Gladys Bale   President from 1961 to 1962  

   (she is in attendance today!) 

Membership Statistics: 

 Over 25 years, 2,415 adults and 1,858 children were received into membership.  

 “Present” (1982) membership: 856 adults 447 children 

 Total Baptized membership (in 1982): 1,303  

 

 “Dave and I, and our two children, joined Our Redeemer in 1968 when Paul Uhlar had left 

and Ron Moore became Associate Pastor.  We were very active in the Music Department, which 

was under Don Walker’s direction.  Don served as Choir Director, Accompanist, and Organist. 

 We worshipped in the chapel and the choir always sang at 11:00 am service; the choir sat 

in sections. 

 We were so excited to build the sanctuary!  Don Walker wanted a choir loft at the rear of 

the new sanctuary. 

 The Ladies Trio was very active, singing in church and on special occasions.  The trio 

consisted of Lillian Thompson (soprano), Edith Grewar (Mezzo Soprano), and Shirley Reush (alto).  

Shirley became too busy for the Trio and I was asked to fill in; I later became the alto in the 

group.  Pastor Endter loved listening to the Ladies Trio. 

 Don Walker left Our Redeemer and went to Saddleback College’s Music Department. 

 

From Jerry Engelhardt: 
Social Ministry is an important part of who we are as a congregation.  If Lynda was still alive, she 

would be giving this report.   

 

Some of the programs which fall under the umbrella of Social Ministry are: 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 

 

Compassion International.  The congregation has been supporting this work for many years.  It is 

estimated that over 100 children have been sponsored by ORC members and their friends.   

 

Health Ministry:  This program was started in the 1990’s and continues today.  Among the services 

that are provided are taking blood pressures; Red Cross training on CPR; Disaster Preparedness; 

and instruction on how to use the defibulator.  

 

Real Help:  Over the years, a group of between 20 to 30 ORC members have been feeding the 

homeless once a month (or more often) at the neighboring Friends Church.  The group numbers 

from 60 to 100 people.  In addition to providing food, there are periodic clothing drives (such as 

sweatshirts in November). 

 

Lord’s Pantry:  This ministry has also been serving the community for many years.  During years 

when needs are high, over 300 bags of food each month are provided to needy families.  The 

Lord’s Pantry is run by ORC, but other groups and churches contribute.  Every Saturday from 8am 

until 11am, anyone who needs assistance can pick up a bag or box of food. 

 

Comfort in a Bowl:  The Social Ministry provided meals to those who were home from the 

hospital,  ill, or suffering from another debilitation which impaired their ability to cook for 

themselves.   

 

Alternative Christmas:  This program assisted Third World Countries by purchasing their art and 

craft work.  Past records indicate that over $6,000 was given to support such groups as African 

Team Ministries, Third World Hand Arts, Malaria Campaign, and African Coffee. 

 

Annual Christmas Tree:  Each year just before Christmas, the names of needy children in the 

community are placed on tags on a Christmas tree in the narthex; ORC members remove the tags 

and purchase gift(s) anonymously for these children.   

 

Habitat for Humanity:  Social Ministry organized assistance for this program using members of 

ORC. 

 

SHIP Program:  This is an important, ongoing program to help a segment of the homeless 

population which had its start in the 1980s.  When ORC purchased the home next to the church 

campus in 2001, we weren’t quite sure how that purchase would be used; ORC now houses those 

who participate in the SHIP program.  SHIP is a key outreach for ORC. 

 

Human interest story:  Lynda led the Social Ministry Committee from approximately 2000 to 2014 
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and often told how dedicated and enthusiastic the group was with each of their individual 

subgroups.  She told me that one time everyone was excited and chattering away during the 

meeting and she—without much success—tried to quiet everyone down and get them back on 

track.  As the individuals conversations continued and the noise level grew louder, she just put 

her head down on the table.  The group noticed and, after laughing, quieted down and Lynda 

regained control of the meeting. 

 

From Annette Agosta: 
“Hello.  I am a member of the Transition Team.  First of all, I want to thank you for attending 

History Day. I think we can learn something new and interesting about ORC and our people.  

There were three questions on each table:   
 

 1.  What brought you to Our Redeemer? 

 2.  Why did you stay? 

 3.  What was an important memory that you will never forget? 
 

I sat at a table with seven people; we had a very good conversation about those three questions. 

 

Some people came to ORC with their parents when they were very young; some were invited to 

come to ORC by friends, and others were searching for a church that made them feel welcomed, 

that they belonged at the church. 

 

The reason that most continued to attend ORC was they were accepted and welcomed; some 

were impressed by the kindness that people showed to one another; others particularly liked the 

music and worship and the opportunity to attend either a traditional service or a prayer and 

praise service.  And some enjoyed church activities.  In fact, one person told me she went to the 

annual church Labor Day Campout by herself, yet never felt alone!  Since then, she has never 

missed a campout!  Living Pictures also appealed to some people; they learned about the Bible 

through acting. 

 

Please let the Transition Team know your concerns and suggestions as we all go through this 

process of finding our new Pastor. 

 

From Wendy Fitzharris: 
The Early History of Our Redeemer as told by Hellen Endter, wife of founding Pastor Charles 

Endter: 

 

In 1956, Charles and Helen made evangelism calls to the residents of the communities of 

Westminster and Garden Grove, inviting them to attend the new Lutheran church being formed 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 15) 

in the area.  Charles had rented an old Presbyterian church in Westminster to begin holding 

Sunday services.  They were going to hold Sunday School classes nearby at Sigler Park. 

 

The very first church service was held on Christmas Eve in 1956.  While Pastor Endter dusted and 

prepared the rented church for services, Helen was in the hospital delivering their third child, son 

Jonathan.  The couple that had donated the poinsettias for the Christmas Eve Service dedicated 

them to Helen because she was unable to attend that very first service with Pastor Endter.  Helen 

remembered that she planted the poinsettia plants and they grew on the side of her home over 

the next 15 years. 

 

A year later, a property on Lampson with a house and garage was purchased for services.  The 

congregation converted the garage into a chapel and the rooms in the house into Sunday School 

rooms.  Vacation Bible School was held in the summer out in the yard under the shade trees.  At 

this point, Charles and Helen had enough regular attenders to officially form and organize a 

Charter group of members.  The church was called Our Redeemer and its first service was Palm 

Sunday 1957. 

 

In 1961, the Magnolia property was purchased and work began on the chapel with volunteers 

from the growing congregation.  The night before the very first service in the new chapel all the 

volunteers, including Pastor Charles, worked until 2:00 am to get the chapel ready.  A special 

guest speaker attended, the President of the ULCA Synod (United Lutheran Church of America). 

 

A wonderful asset that was already on the property when it was purchased was the swimming 

pool.  It has been invaluable; the congregation has used it for Youth events, Vacation Bible 

School, Boy Scout events, and ORC’s summer swim lessons have been an outreach to the 

community. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS has been a huge part of Our Redeemer since the early days in the house on Lampson 

Avenue, meeting under the shade trees in the yard.  VBS is a week-long program, typically held in 

the daytime during one of the summer months.  Activities include crafts, science projects, Bible 

stories, snacks, T-shirts and, of course, swimming.  The program has had many directors over the 

years and many associate pastors and interns have had amazing creative input.  The program 

remains a constant at Our Redeemer.  It is staffed by volunteers from our church and other 

churches plus returning students each summer.  Participants are family members of congregants 

and neighborhood kids.  They bring canned food for the Lord’s Pantry and contribute money 

towards service projects each year.  The student have given up to $900 towards Lutheran Disaster 

Response, water wells in Africa, a project for ELCA mosquito nets, and a washer and dryer for LSS.  

VBS continues to be one of Our Redeemer’s most exciting and viable outreach ministries. 
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From Ann Badertscher: 
My story with Our Redeemer began in the early 1970s when we had cluster events for youth in 

our synod.  I got to know some of the Endter children there.  And probably Wendy Fitzharris, 

although I can’t say I remember her specifically.  The Endter twins both went to Wittenberg 

University in Springfield, Ohio, as I did.  We shared many delightful cross-country flights. 

 

Lynn also went to Wittenberg, though I didn’t meet him until Spring break our freshman year.  

Lynn was in the University Choir and they had a tour in Southern California; one of the concerts 

was held at Our Redeemer.  That was Lynn’s first time attending ORC.  I was also at that concert.  

Pastor Charles and Helen hosted a lovely reception at their home after the concert where we 

figure Lynn must have met my parents and me for the first time. 

 

After graduating with a BME in 1977, I came back to California and found out that ORC was 

looking for a new choir director.  I interviewed and was offered the youth choirs—one elementary 

choir and a high school choir.  The children’s program grew so fast that we had to split the 

elementary choir into two separate choirs, so we had three choirs:  Cherub Choir (Preschool 

through 1st Grade)—which at one time boasted 35 little ones; Crusader Choir (2nd Grade through 

6th Grade); and  Chapel Choir (7th Grade through 12th Grade). 

 

Lynn and I were married the following year, and he has stood with me in music ministry at ORC 

ever since.  He has served as Staff Worship Leader for a number of years and has sung in all but 

the two choirs for children! 

 

Elaine Edborg was our organist at that time, and since she had small children at home, she 

negotiated that she would not have to play at the early Christmas Eve service so she could have 

some time with her own children.  Since the youth choirs sang exclusively at that early service, 

Lillian Thompson connected me with Jerry Engelhardt, who was available to play at that service.  

Who knew that years later he would be such a huge part of ORC’s music program? 

 

Brad Logan, a graduate student at Cal State Long Beach, was given the adult choir job.  Brad 

served for three years, leaving in 1979.  That was the year we got the new “Green Hymnals,” 

started Living Pictures, and purchased our first sound system.  That Fisher System is still in the 

choir room with a turntable, radio, two speakers, and input for two microphones!  Mark Lanford 

joined us as the adult Choir Director.  Elaine Edborg left and we hired John Glessner as organist/

accompanist extraordinaire.  In his 43 years with us, he has overseen the purchase of two organs 

and the Baldwin grand piano in the sanctuary.   

 

Deb Mrazik took Mark’s place in 1981. When she developed vocal health problems and had to 

step down, I came on board with the adult choir in the fall of 1984.  

 
(Continued on page 18) 
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We started doing musicals in 1978 with “The Music Machine” and a Christmas musical in 

combination with the Sunday School called, “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”  Unfortunately, “Mary Had 

a Little Lamb” had to be postponed due to too many of the little lambs getting the flu!   

 

Musicals proved to be an excellent way to communicate Biblical principles.  And having 

memorized lines and performed many plays, let me assure you that the principles stick for most 

of your life!  I can’t tell you how many kids—now in their 30s and 40s—have come through our 

children’s choir program and can still sing me songs from the musicals they were in!!  I estimate 

that during my 45 years at ORC, I’ve done 60 youth musicals and four adult musicals, and at least 

12 of them were performed more than one year because the musical was THAT good!  

 

Living Pictures 

“Living Pictures” started in 1973 when Karyn Schaeffer directed a smaller version with five works 

of art and a dozen cast members at a Christmas service at Morningside Presbyterian Church of 

Fullerton.  (It was also when Karyn met her husband, Rev. Dan Erlenbusch.) 

 

In 1978, Pastor Dan and Karyn brought “Living Pictures” to ORC.  They  introduced this art/

evangelism format, which evolved and transformed into an annual presentation.  “Living Pictures” 

was patterned after the “Pageant of the Masters,” held in Laguna Beach and in which Karyn had 

participated as an actor.  The Pageant uses an art form known as “tableaux,” where living people 

depict well-known works of art.  Karyn used that art form to tell the life of Christ. 

 

The first year, Karen staged just “The Last Supper” by Leonardo da Vinci as part of a mid-week 

Lenten service.  The following year, two paintings and musical accompaniment were added.  

Before long, ORC was staging the full life of Christ in the Sanctuary, complete with special 

lighting, scripture readings, and musical selections that described the scenes.   

 

However, there were inconveniences to presenting “Living Pictures” in the sanctuary.  Since there 

was not a formal stage, there wasn’t a curtain; props were placed on the stage and removed in 

the dark, and actors entered with the aid of small flashlights.  The stager manager would notify 

the musicians, who were at the back of the church, that they were ready using a blinking light or 

by having a runner who actually ran down the side aisle to tell us they were ready.   

 

Karyn and Dan were very creative with their use of the sanctuary.  They made stages along the 

side by the stained glass windows, by the baptismal font, and—the most impressive stage—a tall 

one way up high in the back of the church in the bell loft that held one of our young mothers and 

her three year old son.  Although it was beautiful, it was also scary!  So when the fellowship hall 

was constructed, it was built with “Living Pictures” in mind, hoping we could stage each piece of 

art work on a real stage with a curtain, allowing safe and discreet movement of actors and props. 

 

Pastor Dan & Karyn directed “Living Pictures” for six years, after which Dan was called to another 
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parish.  Pastor Charles & Helen carried on as Directors until Pastor Charles’s retirement in 1990.   

Under pastoral guidance, gifted members of the congregation stepped forward to lead this 

undertaking, some for several years:  Ingrid Ostrem Nosek, Jerry Healy, Tommie Brozick, Cindy 

Glessner, and Julie Ray.   

 

Once the director had selected the art work (between 16 and 20 paintings) and their stage 

placement determined, my team of musicians and I would begin to match up appropriate 

musical accompaniment.  We tried to match the best piece of music to the action of the picture 

in an attempt to maintain the flow of the story and the scriptures.  Some years we had a theme  

that tied the script and music together, such as “People Need the Lord,” “I Stand in Awe of Jesus’ 

Unfailing Love,” or “All is Well.”  Each year, we told the old, old story in a new way.   

 

In 2008, we used some original musical pieces composed specifically for “Living Pictures” by our 

own Greg Prechel.   He expanded his composition into an entire work, called “The Abundant Life,” 

which ORC presented in 2012 and 2013.  It is a fabulous, very dramatic musical that touched all 

who attended, as well as those who participated.  The thunder crack when Jesus died and the veil 

was torn from top to bottom was riveting.  And the “Water Into Wine” song was so much fun!  

My personal favorite was the touching “How Could They Rejoice,” which asked how Mary and 

Joseph could rejoice in their circumstances.  But they could because God was with them, 

Emmanuel.  It was truly an honor and a privilege to perform Greg’s work. 

 

“Living Pictures” was a strong part of ORC’s identity for 38 years.  It was a collective effort , a real 

picture of the Body of Christ, working together to reach people for the Lord.   Between actors, set 

painters, prop makers and movers, make up and wigs, costumes, lighting, casting, script writing, 

food coordinators, musicians, and narrators, “Living Pictures” required 200+ members to be 

involved. And ORC averaged over a thousand people in attendance every year—a major outreach 

to our community and a real bonding time for the membership.    

 

In 2018, after taking a year off and without the necessary personnel to stage and perform “Living 

Pictures,” we did one art piece with musical accompaniment each Wednesday of Lent. We sort of 

ended “Living Pictures” the way it started . . . . 

 

Well done, Our Redeemer, well done!    

 

In the late 1980s, we raised funds for a set of Malmark Handbells.   Interest was so great in the 

beginning, that we had two full adult bell choirs.   Cindy Glessner energetically undertook 

direction of the bell choirs in the early 1990s and added a youth bell choir.   And it’s lovely to 

hear bells again under the direction of Brian Pereboom.   
 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 19) 

Also in the late 1980s, we moved to three worship services, with a Chicago Folk Mass once a 

month that incorporated the musical skills of Pastor John R-H.  

 
In 1990, Pastor Endter retired, and Pastor Caudill was called.  Under his direction, ORC changed to 

two completely different styles of worship offered each Sunday; the two services were 

“traditional,” led by organ and choir, and one service a “prayer & praise” variety, led by guitar and 

piano .  (This ultimately led to the creation of our “Praise Band.”)  Pastor Ken treated the “prayer & 

praise” as an completely separate service, not just with different music, but with a different 

message.  Pastor Ken’s message was more like a study based on books of the Bible, or a series or 

topics.  Several members became two hour worshippers at ORC, which made the extra hours of 

preparation worthwhile. 

 

When Pastor Tim came to ORC, his wife, Sharon, became our young children’s choir director.  It 

was so helpful to have another director, especially when it came to the musicals.   Sharon also 

took on music for Vacation Bible School and quite a few times Sharon did music for our 

preschool.  When Pastor Tim left ORC, there were several other children’s choir directors , such as 

Diane Kotlewski (Ron Stearns’ daughter), and eventually Sharon came back to ORC for a while.  

I’m sad to say, that Sharon is no longer on staff because we don’t have enough children to form a 

choir. 

 

ORC has had a number of volunteer accompanists for our Cherub Choir:  Kay McManus; Nancy 

Caltagirone (Tony’s daughter); Kevin Griswold (Larry and Anita’s son, who now works in the 

Pentagon!) to name a few.   

 

Besides participating in worship services and “Living Pictures,” ORC’s choirs have had the pleasure 

of singing at special events, including talent shows, farewell dinners, installations, synod 

assemblies, Young-At-Heart events, an ecumenical service at the Crystal Cathedral, a Mervyn’s 

Musical Morning at the Performing Arts Center, participating in Chorister Guild Festivals,  WAM 

(Worship, Arts, and Music camp), Christmas opening at Garden Grove Plaza (on Chapman), LCW 

and WELCA dinners, retreats to learn new music and even sang the National Anthem at an 

Angel’s baseball game!  But the call to excellence in worship remains the primary goal of the 

music program at ORC.   It was Pastor Brian who coined the phrase, “Worship is the ‘Most Joyful 

Hour of the Week.’ 

 

The fact is, ORC has always had a plethora of natural musical talent—vocal and instrumental—in 

its adult and youth membership.  It has made my job a pure delight.  The singers have always 

been so Spirit-filled and desirous of pleasing God with their skills.   Music is a big part of who we 

are!  His music is the best there is!  May we at ORC always make a joyful, love-filled sound!  
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From Tom Kent: 
Some of my memories of events and activities at ORC 

always make me laugh . . . 

 
At one time, when our congregation was larger, we 

performed "Living Pictures.”  It was similar to Pageant of 

the Arts, but consisted of art work of scenes from the Bible.   

Year after year, Bill Bandlow, Jr. was the person in the 

makeup room who called out scenes with a walkie-talkie to 

the prep room where final adjustments were made before 

entering the stage and taking positions.  One year when 

Leonardo Da Vinci's “Last Supper” was ready for the prep 

room,  Bill hollered out,  "Jesus, party of 13, you’re next!!!"  

 

Another incident occurred when we did scenes in “marble”; 

we used white linen for costumes and white clown makeup 

for the face, arms, legs, etc.  We learned the hard way that 

it is NOT a good idea to try and wash the white clown 

makeup off.  We had to call a plumber the next day to 

unclog the drains!! 

 

One year when we were still doing scenes in “marble,” the actors—after their scenes and still all in 

white—went to the cemetery next door and jumped out, scaring people in passing cars on 

Magnolia Street.  No accidents, though.  Thank goodness!! 

 

After our sanctuary was built, ORC members had a chance to view it for the first time.  One 

member, Dr. Luverne Tengbom (who was a teacher at Lutheran Bible Institute and an ordained 

Lutheran minister), did not like that the choir loft was in the back of the sanctuary.  The thought 

was that the choir could help the rest of the congregation with singing hymns and could be 

heard better from the back.  However, Dr. Tengbom said that he enjoyed watching the choir 

when they sang.  So shortly after Dr. Tengbom expressed his displeasure, Carl Newe (who was 

known as quite a punster and jokester) told the congregation he had a Christmas gift for Dr. 

Tengbom and would like everyone to come out to the patio area and watch while Dr. Tengbom 

opened the gift.  After carefully unwrapping the gift, Dr. Tengbom showed us all what he had 

received—an automobile rear view mirror attached to a block of wood so that he could see the 

choir sing without having to turn his head!  Dr. Tengbom cherished that gift until he eventually 

passed away in his 90's. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 21) 

This incident actually happened before I became a member of Our Redeemer, but I heard it from 

my high school friends who attended:  Our Redeemer had an Associate Pastor who was in charge 

of the ORC youth, Pastor Paul Uhler.  When he got married, he and his new bride asked the ORC 

youth to help them move to their new home.  Bill Bandlow, Sr. and Larry Duston (both stinkers) 

suggested to the youth that they carefully cut the labels off of the cans of vegetables and switch 

them around.  When Pastor Paul asked his new bride if she would like green beans for dinner, he 

would open the can and find corn!  Pastor Paul still talks (and laughs) about this prank today!! 

 

I also know that the reason ORC has a swimming pool on the campus is because the pool was 

already built when ORC purchased the land.  Originally, the land was going to be used for 

apartments and the builders put the pool in first, then went broke!  ORC was fortunate that 

happened because the pool is used for VBS, summer swim lessons, and family swim time—all 

great outreaches. 

 

One of my favorite funny incidents occurred in the early 1970s (I think):  ORC had a custodian 

with the last name “Stufelbeem”, who was also a church member.  Bill Bandlow, Sr.  (yes, Bill 

again!) thought the name was interesting and spelled it backwards:  “Meeblefuts.”  Bill decided to 

have some fun, so each week he filled out a worship registration card with the name “Mr. 

Meeblefuts” and checked the boxes that he was interested in becoming a member and would like 

the Pastor to call him; however, Bill never put an address or phone number on the card.  Soon, 

Pastor Endter was asking people if they knew a person named Mr. Meeblefuts.  Of course, no one 

responded because there was no such person.  After finally admitting to Pastor Endter that it 

was a prank, Bill Jr. and  his friend Ellen Covey, along with an adult couple named Steve and 

Sandy Jones, became the "Meeblefuts Family" for playlets that went on for years as entertainment 

for events.  And one time, the Meeblefuts Family showed up in the church pictorial directory—to 

the horror of Pastor Endter!. 
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                        ♱  APRIL AT-A-GLANCE ♱ 
 

Mondays   @ 11am  Grief Support Group  
Tuesdays   @ 12pm  Bible Study  
   @   7pm  Praise Team Rehearsals (Sanctuary) 
Wednesdays  @   5pm  Handbell Choir Rehearsals (Sanctuary) 
   @   7pm  Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Thursdays   @   7am  Men’s Zoom Bible Study  
   @   7pm  Adoration Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
Saturdays   @   8am-11am Lord’s Pantry (Patio) 
 
April 9  @   7:30pm  Men’s Breakfast (Endter Hall)  
   @ 11:00am  Celebration of Life Service for Don Woodhouse 
April 10     PALM SUNDAY 
April 11  @ 12:00pm  Grace Circle 
   @   1:00pm  Sincerity Circle (Zoom) 
   @   4:30pm  Ministry Resources Meeting (Zoom)  
   @   5:30pm  Preschool Board Meeting (Zoom) 
April 12  @   7:00pm  Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 
April 14  @  7:00pm  MAUNDY THURSDAY Service (Sanctuary) 
April 13  @  7:00pm  GOOD FRIDAY Service 
April 17     EASTER SUNDAY 
April 18  @ 11:00am  Young-At-Heart (NO GRIEF GROUP)  
April 20  @   7:00pm  Racial Justice Group (Zoom) 
April 23   @ 11:00am  Core Values Meeting (Sanctuary/Patio) 
   @   2:00pm  ORC Book Club 
April 26   @  6:00pm  SHIP Board Meeting (Endter Hall) 
   @  7:00pm  New Joy Circle (Zoom)     
April 27  @  2:30pm  New Faith Circle/WELCA 
April 28  @  1:00pm  Transition Team Meeting (Conf. Room) 
March 26  @  2:00pm  ORC Book Club  
 
 

The Church Calendar is 

available to view at 

www.orcgg.org  

KEEP CONNECTED at Our 

Redeemer!   
 

If you would like more information 

about any meeting or activity, contact 

the church office (office@orcgg.org 

or 714.539.9541) 


