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A Reflection on 43 Years of Ministry 

“The light came into the darkness . . . and the darkness did not overcome it.”   
 
The story of my life and my ministry is the struggle of bringing the light of God’s 
love and grace into the darkness that impacts so many people’s lives. 
 
I grew up in a family of light.  We were loving and forgiving.  Faith was at the 

foundation of who I was and we were as a family.  I knew I was called to be a pastor from my 
earliest recollection, and I was blessed with a mother, father, brother, and sisters who shared a light
-filled life together. 
 
Part of becoming a pastor was becoming aware of the darkness that was so much more prevalent 
in the lives of fellow Christians than I had personally experienced growing up.  On internship, I 
knocked on the door of my next-door neighbor.  He had just swallowed a bottle of pills.  I rushed 
him to the hospital—he survived.  He moved out of town and one day he called me to have coffee 
together.  I’ll never forget it when he said: “My life has gone from curtains to curtain call.”  Ah . . . 
light in the darkness.   
 
But during my internship, darkness hit my own life when Wendy suffered a miscarriage of our first 
pregnancy on Thanksgiving Day. She soon got pregnant again and began having the same 
symptoms that led to her previous miscarriage.  In prayer one night, I literally heard the voice of 
God say: “Everything will be okay.”  The next morning Wendy’s symptoms were gone.  The light of 
God’s grace.  Later, Jennifer was born, the first of our three children, who are the lights of our lives. 
 
Then came my first call, and off we went to Wichita, Kansas.  There I discovered the depth of 
darkness when my first two funerals were suicides—one suffered from mental illness, and the 
second from alcoholism.  Sometimes, the darkness prevailed.  Yet another time, I sat in a living 
room with a loaded gun on a coffee table as another member considered suicide. I left the house 
with all the bullets, and this time the light prevailed. 

My next two calls were to Springfield, Missouri and then to San Diego, California.  I was an 
associate pastor primarily working with youth.  In both congregations, I saw the light of Christ 
primarily working within the walls of the church.  Youth were educated, inspired, and grew in faith 
and my memories were less about the darkness, and more about proclaiming the light through the 
ministry of the local congregation. 

It was at my call to Pomona/La Verne that I discovered the light of Christ in numerous places 
outside the church.  I was involved with Lutheran camping, and saw the light of care for creation, 
the light of youth discovering God, and wealthy benefactors giving generously to support God’s 
light in the world.  I got involved in Rotary and saw God’s light working in that organization as they 
tirelessly worked to eliminate Polio in the world.   
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I worked with the Council of Churches which provided food and housing for needy families and 
saw the light of compassion in the darkness of poverty.  At La Verne, I also took members on 
trips to Africa.  We provided money and supplies to help the churches there, but the real light 
was seeing the faith of the people in impoverished conditions.  I’ll never forget staying with a 
church elder in Tanzania, and at the end of breakfast, which was banana porridge each day, he 
proclaimed: “This may be the last meal we eat today, and GOD IS GOOD!”  We came to share the 
light, and we received light from them. 

When I came to my last call at Our Redeemer, I continued to see the light of Christ within the 
darkness of the world.  Immediately, I saw over 100 needy children being supported by 
individuals through Compassion International.  I saw the SHIP house and congregations working 
together to be light to the homeless.  We expanded our food pantry to provide thousands of 
bags of groceries to hungry people each year.  And I got involved in Kairos, a prison ministry that 
brought the hope and love of God to men in prison.   

At my last Kairos weekend, I sat between a heavily tattooed Mexican man who was in prison for 
murder and a young black man who was a leader of a black gang in prison.  Normally, blacks and 
Mexicans are in conflict within the prison.  By the end of the weekend, those two men were 
holding hands, praying for each other, and the young, powerful black man turned to the older 
Mexican man and said: “You’re family now, if anything ever goes down in prison, I’ve got your 
back.”  That was the light of Christ in the darkness of prison. 

Pastors are not the only purveyors of light in the world.  Over the years there have been so many 
lay leaders who have enabled local congregations to be lights in their communities.  Men and 
woman have given their time, talents, and money to see that these congregations continue to 
proclaim the light of salvation that can be found in Jesus Christ. 
 
As I retire from public ministry, I plan to continue to be a light of Christ’s love in a new role.  Until 
Christ returns, there will always be darkness in ourselves and in our world.  Let us continue to 
turn to Christ that Christ may be our light and empower us to reflect the light of his love and 
grace in our world. 
 
One last time, HAVE YOU PICKED UP YOUR  

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES??? 
 

 IF YOU HAVE NOT PICKED UP your 2022 Offering 
Envelopes, they are now available at the church office.  
Please pick them up during office hours (8:30am to 
2:00pm, Monday-Thursday).  If you want them mailed, 
please call Julie at the church office (714.539.9541) to 
make your request.  



 

 

 Celebrating 50+ Years of Love and Marriage  
at Our Redeemer  
By Carol Tuntland 

 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against  
such things there is no law.”       ~Galatians 5:22  

 
February is known in western culture as the “Love” month.  At Our Redeemer, we have a number 
of couples who have been married 50 or more years. These champions of marriage have 
persevered and successfully continued their relationship despite conflict, discouragement, 
difficulties, and opposition.   
 
Marriage is defined in the American Heritage Dictionary, (2001): 
 

“1a.The legal union of a man and a woman as husband and wife.  
B. Wedlock. 2.A wedding. 3. A close union.”  

 
The Evangelical Book of Worship (2006) offers this guidance:   
 

“Marriage is a gift of God, intended for the joy and mutual strength of those who 
enter it and for the well-being of the whole human family. God created us male 
and female and blessed mankind with the gifts of companionship, the capacity to 
love, and the care and nurture of children. Jesus affirmed the covenant of 
marriage and revealed God’s own self-giving love on the cross. The Holy spirit 
helps those who are united in marriage to be living signs of God’s grace, love 
and faithfulness. 
 
Marriage is also a human estate, with vows publicly witnessed. The church in 
worship surrounds these promises with the gathering of God’s people, the 
witness of the word of God, and prayers of blessing and intercession.” 

 
In many cases, the ceremony of marriage and the events surrounding it are exciting and full of 
love.  Some of you might remember the popular song with the lyrics, “Love and marriage go 
together like a horse and carriage—let me tell ya’ brother, you can’t have one without the other. 
It’s an institute you can’t disparage. Ask the local gentry and they will say it’s elementary. Try, try, 
try and you will only come to this conclusion. Love and marriage go together like a horse and 
carriage.”  
 
But what happens after the ceremony?  I asked those couples who have enjoyed from 50 to 71 
years of marriage for some insight, wisdom, and words of advice.                 (Continued on pg. 7) 
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Upcoming Weekly Events at 
Our Redeemer 

SUNDAYS 

tKZ^,/W�^�Zs/��^�—Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϯϬĂŵ��E��ϭϬĂŵ 
 

8:30am Worship Outside (weather permitting) 
  Traditional Service 
10:00am Worship in Sanctuary (Masks required) 
  Prayer & Praise Service 
  Children’s Sunday School in Preschool Rm 1  

MONDAYS 
'Z/�&�'ZKhW—Ăƚ�ϭϭĂŵ 

Meets in Endter Hall, with Patty Trevor leading. 

TUESDAYS 
�/�>��^dh�z—Ăƚ�ϭϮƉŵ 

 

Resumes meeting February 8th with Interim Pastor Misael. 
PRAISE TEAM—at 7pm  

Rehearsal (Sanctuary). 

WEDNESDAYS 
,�E���>>��,K/Z—Ăƚ�ϱƉŵ 

 

Rehearsal (Sanctuary).  
 

THURSDAYS 

D�E͛^��/�>��^dh�z—Ăƚ�ϳĂŵ 
 

Meets via ZOOM.  Contact Lynn Badertscher 
(lbadertsch@aol.com or 714.852.2064) for more info. 

ADORATION CHOIR—at 7pm  
Rehearsal (Sanctuary). 

SATURDAYS >KZ�͛^�W�EdZz—ϵĂŵ�ƵŶƟů�ϭϮƉŵ 
 

Distributing food (Patio).  



 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST—CANCELLED  
 

Due to concerns about Covid, the Men’s Breakfast for this 
month (February 12th) has been CANCELLED.   
  
KEEP SAVING your cans and bottles which help support our 
Compassion International students. 
 
 

Contact Will Fleming (714.318.3394 or willvalran@aol.com)  
if you have questions or need more information 

Z��/�>�:h^d/���'ZKhW�—Ăƚ�ϳ͗ϰϬƉŵ 
 

All interested persons are invited to attend the ZOOM 
meeting of the Racial Justice Group on February 16th at 
7:40pm. 

Contact Traci Fitzharris 
 (traci.fitzharris@gmail.com)  

If you have questions or need more information 

“Nobody’s free until 
everybody’s free.” 
~Fannie Lou Hamer 
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Upcoming Monthly Events at 
Our Redeemer 

SATURDAY 
February 12th  

MONDAY 
February 21st  

YOUNG-AT-HEART—at 11am 
 

Join us for a Culinary Trip Around the World! 
 

Sign up to bring ethnic dishes (Mexican, German, Italian, 
Norwegian, Chinese, etc.) to our Young-At-Heart meeting on 
February 21st at 11am.  Break out those family recipes and 
let others taste foods associated with your heritage!  Please 
wear clothing associated with your family heritage or travels. 
 

BRING TRAVEL MEMORABILIA  
FASHION SHOW!**  

MUSIC!  
 

 

Contact Dorothie Bair  (714.746.6290 or ddbair@gmail.com)  
if you have questions or need more information 

 

**Prizes awarded by judge 

WEDNESDAY 
February 16th 
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KZ���KK<��>h�—Ăƚ�ϮƉŵ 
 

Meeting February 26th at 2pm at the church for fellowship 
and discussion of: 
 February’s book Caste  
 March’s book Circe, by Madeline Miller 
 April’s book  Saving Freedom, by Joe   
    Scarborough  
 

Contact Ron Stearns (714.891.9462) for more info.    

SATURDAY 
February 26th 

“There are greater 
crimes than burning 
books; one of those is 
not reading them.” 

~Ray Bradbury 

Celebrating 50+ Years of Love and Marriage  (Continued from page 4) 
 
Q:  What do you think helped you remain married for 50 or more years? 
 
“Self-control.  Learning how to ask your husband to do something without his thinking that you 
are telling him to do something.  Syntax is important in communications.  And keep on trying.”   
 
“Patience, kindness, respect, lots of laughter!! Don’t try too hard to change your spouse—accept 
the bad with the good. Try not to go to bed angry (not always easy). Express your love for each 
other in some way every day. When you are in conflict, try to consider each other’s prospective 
on issues (also not easy).  We don’t always have to be right (even though we are)!! 
 
“Teamwork.  Shared goals.  Love, companionship, forgiveness.  Adventure.  Gratitude and fun.”   
 
“Thank you! Sometimes, ‘Ma’am.’  ‘Yes.’  Similar goals in raising a family  Companionship.  Love 
of travel.  Similar religious beliefs.  A marriage this long is not perfect every day, but 
compromise makes it smoother.” 
 
“The same religion.  We worked at the same company—love at first sight.  I knew my wife’s 
father and he knew me.  Never go to bed mad—discuss the issue and come to some 
agreement. When disciplining the kids and one is in charge of that discipline, never discuss your 
agreement or disagreement of the discipline until you are out of the children’s hearing.  We’ve 
had a good life, had two wonderful kids, and the best in-laws in the world.  Just hoping for 
another five years . . .”   
 
“Talk things out whenever there’s an issue.  We had religion in common (only wanted to get 
married once!). We don’t stay mad.  We had good parental examples.  Be dedicated to each 
other.  It’s a give and take situation, and not all a bed of roses.”                  (Continued on pg. 8) 



 

 

A Note from . . .  
Thank you to everyone who contributed to my retirement gift.  I have 
been so blessed by the generosity and support of so many people.  
It’s bittersweet to have such support and yet leave behind all the 
friendships and positive memories at Our Redeemer.  I’ll be keeping 
you in prayer as you seek a new pastor. 
God’s blessings,              Pastor Brian 

Page 8                                                               Redeemer Reflections 

Celebrating 50+ Years of Love and Marriage  (Continued from page 7) 
 
“Accept your wife the way she is, don’t try to change her.  We’re very flexible in our schedules.  
We don’t let the sun go down on our anger.  God was in our relationship while we were courting 
and every day after.  I provide the adventure and he provides the calm.”    
 
A quote from Jan Krabbenhoft: “Corky Krabbenhoft thinks God needed some help with Jan.” 
 
“Obstinance, never give up or give in.  We shall remain married.  Cohabitation.  No bad ups or 
downs.  We were busy with life, and it was important to have food and a home and a family.”  
 
“We’re compatible with each other.  We agree with one another on major issues.  He’s my best 
friend and a great helpmate.  We do almost everything together.” 
 

We honor the following couples with 50+ years of marriage: 
 
Ralph & Carol Nemitz  71 years  Darrell & Carol Tuntland  55 years 
Jim & Lori Myers   71 years  Corky & Jan Krabbenhoft  54 years 
James & Bernill Ramsey  68 years  Tim & Paula English   53 years 
David & Sharon Thompson  64 years  Tom & Susan Kent   52 years 
Carl & Carrol Irwin   63 years  Walt & Alice Rosenthal  52 years 
Kenneth & Erna Lund  62 years  Buddy & Tina Ray   51 years 
Gus & Susan Sauter    56 years  Edmund & Boua Phan Channita 50 years 
Bob & Fran Shigeno   56 years  Jerry & Carol Healy   50 years 
           Jim & Becky Vinson              50 years 
      Rich Jocham & Elsie Tiede   55 & 56 years with previous spouses, 
                                                     and 4 years together!          115 years 
          TOTAL        1,093 years  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day and God’s blessings on all marriages! 

New Address: 
Pastor Brian & Wendy Taylor 
1835 Ingleside Terrace NW 

Washington, DC 20010 
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Celebrating Pastor Brian’s Retirement  
January 15, 2022 

Those who were able to attend Pastor Brian’s Retirement Luncheon had a wonderful time!  The 
afternoon was full of memories and laughter (and giraffes)! 

A Poem by Jerry Engelhardt 
It’s just unbelievable how fast time flies 
Yesterday it was hello and today it’s good-bye 
The fifteen years are like a day 
And now to Washington, you’re on your way 
As we look back on the passing of years 
We’ve had so much laughter, and also some tears 
Like a shepherd you’ve guided the sheep of this flock 
Using your financial wisdom to keep us out of hock 
To preach the Gospel . . . It’s God’s Holy Word 
And include personal stories to be sure that it’s heard 
To proclaim Jesus’ message, the ultimate Good News 
Using scripture and wisdom, and not personal views 
To meet people’s needs . . . in a hospital bed 
You sing joyful songs and from the Bible you read 
Words of encouragement they needed to hear 
And sometimes just being there and wiping a tear 
Or singing a song or telling a story 
To bring in some laughter, but give God the glory 
I remember so well when you arrived here 
The split in the church and we all were in fear 
A large group would leave, would those left survive? 
With you leading and guiding, we would grow and thrive 
You’ve been a good shepherd in spite of it all 
Seeking God’s guidance in fulfilling your call 
To teaching the confirmands and to those deep in grief 
You taught of God’s love and helped bring relief 
Your sermons were thoughtful and varied in scope 
Always based on the Gospel, and giving us hope 
Brian thought he had snowed us whenever he’d speak 
But we all really knew he only worked one day a week 
The rest of the time was out on the course 
Swinging and flaying without any remorse 
He’d hit left and right, and then holler “Fore!” 
And go back to the clubhouse to tell of 
his score (Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
 

However in all fairness it does really seem 
In a best ball tournament, we’d all seek his team 
Brian . . . Dressing for golf, yellow socks and a hat 
Wendy would holler, “You’re going to wear that?” 
He’d go out the door rather proud of himself 
He was wearing whatever he found on the shelf 
Then out to the course . . . To the practice green 
He’s make a few putts and then look for his team 
And off they would go, making good shots and bad 
They’d be laughing and chiding, but not getting mad 
He would coach, he would teach, and then he would jest 
Please just watch me . . . You’re playing with the best 
Humility escapes him . . . It’s hard when you’re great 
Having thousands of talents . . . It just must be fate 
Except on the green when he misses a putt 
The excuses are many . . . but . . . but . . . but 
I really will miss you . . . I miss root canals too 
But we still have your picture to keep us from getting blue 
You said you were leaving, we all said, “To where?  
Washington, DC?  Who’d want to go there?” 
And you said “Josiah . . . Our newest grandchild 
To help as they raise him . . . To be . . . Not too wild 
We’ll give up our ranch house and live on one floor 
When we exit our new house and walk out the door 
We’ll see Rock Creek Park just across the driveway 
A place for Josiah to run and to play” 
So now off you go, to start a new life 
With daughter and grandchild, and even your wife 
We wish you Godspeed as you go on your way 
Although in our hearts we’d rather you’d stay 
But Josiah is calling, he longs for your touch 
He wants to hear stories and play games and such 
We wish you safe travels as you go on your way 
May God grant you safety and fun every day 
May he provide challenges . . . opportunities to pursue 
As you embark on a new life with new things to do 
We wish you the best in all that you do 
As we bid you good-bye, we say, “We love you!” 
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SPECIAL DATES  
THIS MONTH 

~Tuesday, February 1st~ 
�CHINESE NEW YEAR!      

~Wednesday, February 2nd~ 
          GROUNDHOG DAY    

~Monday, February 14th~ 
        VALENTINE’S DAY  

Tell your Family and Friends to 
follow  Our Redeemer Preschool on 

Valentine’s Card Exchange 
Ms. Jean & Ms. Charlee’s Class                                                
will do a Valentine Card Exchange                                     

on Monday, February 14th                                         
Please bring 16 cards 

 
Ms. Debra’s Class  

will do a Valentine Card Exchange  
on Monday, February 14th. 

 Please bring 17 Cards 

@ourredeemerpreschoolgardengrove orpgardengrove 

~Monday, February 21st~ 
       PRESIDENT’S DAY  

School CLOSED  

~The Month of February~ 
�����������������COMMUNITY HELPERS  

On Tuesday, February 1st, in celebration of  
Chinese New Year, we will be eating: 

 CHICKEN which represents FORTUNE 
 RICE  which represents FAMILY 
 NOODLES which represent LONGEVITY 
 ORANGES which represent FULLNESS &  
        WEALTH 

285�5('((0(5�35(6&+22/ 
1(:6/(77(5 



 

 

                        ♱��&��Zh�Zz-�d-�-'>�E���♱ 
 

DŽŶĚĂǇƐ�  Λ�ϭϭĂŵ  'ƌŝĞĨ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�'ƌŽƵƉ� 
dƵĞƐĚĂǇƐ�  Λ�ϭϮƉŵ  �ŝďůĞ�^ƚƵĚǇ�;ZĞƐƵŵŝŶŐ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϴƚŚͿ 
   Λ���ϳƉŵ  WƌĂŝƐĞ�dĞĂŵ�ZĞŚĞĂƌƐĂůƐ�;^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇͿ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ� Λ���ϱƉŵ  ,ĂŶĚďĞůů��ŚŽŝƌ�ZĞŚĞĂƌƐĂůƐ�;^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇͿ 
   Λ���ϲƉŵ  �ŽǇ�^ĐŽƵƚƐ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;�ŶĚƚĞƌ�,ĂůůͿ 
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ�  Λ���ϳĂŵ  DĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽŽŵ��ŝďůĞ�^ƚƵĚǇ� 
   Λ���ϳƉŵ  �ĚŽƌĂƟŽŶ��ŚŽŝƌ�WƌĂĐƟĐĞ�;^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇͿ 
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇƐ�  Λ���ϵĂŵ-ϭϮƉŵ >ŽƌĚ͛Ɛ�WĂŶƚƌǇ�;WĂƟŽͿ 
 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϱ  Λ��ϴĂŵ  ^ĐŽƵƚ�>ĞĂĚĞƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;EŽƌƚŚ�,ĂůůͿ� 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϴ  Λ��ϳƉŵ  �ŚƵƌĐŚ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;�ŽŽŵͿ 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϰ  Λ�ϭϬĂŵ  ^ƚĂī�DĞĞƟŶŐ 
   Λ�ϭϮƉŵ  'ƌĂĐĞ��ŝƌĐůĞͬt�>�� 
   Λ���ϭƉŵ  ^ŝŶĐĞƌŝƚǇ��ŝƌĐůĞͬt�>�� 
   Λ���ϰ͗ϯϬƉŵ  DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;�ŚŽŝƌ�ZŽŽŵͿ 
   Λ���ϱ͗ϯϬƉŵ  WƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů��ŽĂƌĚ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;�ŚŽŝƌ�ZŽŽŵͿ 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϲ  Λ��ϳ͗ϰϬƉŵ  ZĂĐŝĂů�:ƵƐƟĐĞ�'ƌŽƵƉ�;�ŽŽŵͿ 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�Ϯϭ  Λ�ϭϭĂŵ  zŽƵŶŐ-�ƚ-,ĞĂƌƚ�;�ŶĚƚĞƌ�,ĂůůͿ 
      EK�'Z/�&�'ZKhW�D��d/E' 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϮ  Λ��ϲ͗ϯϬƉŵ  ^,/W��ŽĂƌĚ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�;�ŶĚƚĞƌ�,ĂůůͿ 
   Λ��ϳƉŵ  EĞǁ�:ŽǇ��ŝƌĐůĞ     
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�Ϯϯ  Λ��ϰƉŵ  EĞǁ�&ĂŝƚŚ��ŝƌĐůĞͬt�>�� 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�Ϯϲ  Λ��ϮƉŵ  KZ���ŽŽŬ��ůƵď� 

KEEP CONNECTED at Our 
Redeemer!   

 

If you would like more information 
about any meeting or activity, contact 
the church office (office@orcgg.org or 

714.539.9541) 

Ron & Cathleen Stearns 02/05 
Tim & Paula English  02/05  

February  
Anniversaries 

Elise Huffman 02/03  Anita Griswold 02/20 
Christine Sandberg 02/04  Carrol Irwin  02/24 
Dorothy Matthews 02/04  James Vinson 02/26 
Jared Kennison 02/07  Adonna Bustamante 02/27 
Dana Hayden  02/11  Brian Emmons 02/27 
Thomas Roedl 02/11  Gladys Bale  02/28 
Ted Teaford  02/13  Bill Vansickle  02/28 
Jim Huffman  02/14  Whitney Rupp 02/28 
Edmund Channita 02/15  John Prothero 02/28 
Kenneth Lund 02/15 
Patty Kessler  02/16 
Paisley LaMarre 02/19   

February Birthdays 


