
 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC 
 

Stay updated with the latest  
info and photos. 

 

INSTAGRAM:  

@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 
Let us know if you’d like to receive 
the monthly newsletter by email or 

“snail” mail.   

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Our Redeemer Lives! 

December 2021                                                          A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California 

 

Our Redeemer Church, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove . CA 92841 
T: 714.539.9541 
F: 714.539.7672 

Preschool: 714.539.6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 

Worship Schedule: 
8:30 am OUTDOOR/Patio &  

10:00 am INDOOR/Sanctuary 
 

Get on the email list and the     
worship service comes to you! 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed Fridays 

  

 •REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR (See pgs. 2-3)  

 •A CONVERSATION WITH . . . (See pgs. 4-6 ) 

 •PASTOR BRIAN’S RETIREMENT PARTY (See pg. 8)  

 •SERVICE PROJECTS (See pg. 10) 

 •CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE (See pg. 11) 
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Dear Friends: 
 
 This will be my last newsletter article.  I want to spend this space giving thanks to 
God for the privilege of serving you as your pastor for the past 14+ years. 
 
First and foremost, I thank you for being “dear friends.”  From the beginning, you 
offered your welcome and hospitality.  It has taken years for our relationship to 

grow into the comfortable, caring relationship we now enjoy, and I pray that your new pastor will 
have the same opportunity to develop a positive relationship with you all.  
 
I also want to thank all the staff members who have been a partner in ministry with me.  
 
 Ann Badertscher is an incredible music director.  There are very few people who can lead both a 
liturgical service with choir and a praise band.  As the daughter of a Lutheran pastor, she also 
understands the need for music to mesh with the message of the day. She does it all perfectly, and 
with a smile that lights up the room. 
 
Patty Erickson has been a youth worker and now is an executive assistant.  Patty has an authentic 
faith that resonates with youth and young adults.  I have been so impressed how Patty has 
maintained a supportive relationship with the youth of the congregation.  Even now as we have few 
youth active in the congregation, she continues to support the faith journey of many of our 
“graduate” youth.  Patty is primarily responsible for our online worship and she oversees the many 
projects our community volunteers work on.  She does far more behind the scenes then most of you 
will ever realize.  She has been a joy to work with. 
 
Lynne Prechel worked with us as an AIM when I first arrived.  She brought a deep sense of quiet and 

spiritual reflection.  She organized the labyrinth walks, helped with Christian Education, ran the 

Congregational Care Committee, and assisted in worship.  She continues to be a supportive 

presence in our congregation and to me personally. 
 

Jim Huffman took over as the Facilities Manager and our campus has never looked better.  He is 
responsible for cleaning, landscaping, supervision of volunteers, and overseeing many projects like 
painting, redoing the sanctuary doors, security gates, and so much more.  Jim is like a gentle giant.  
He handles everything in stride, he makes everyone feel appreciated, and he gets the job done.  And 
he’s as incredible guitarist for our praise band! 
 
Andrew Kitzing, Matthew Anderson, Rebecca Swanson, Jennifer Garcia, and Jill Disbro have been 
our interns over the years.  I want to thank each of them for challenging and stretching my faith.  
Each of them shared new insights into faith that sometimes caused me to wrestle but always had a 
positive impact on me.  Internship is a two-way learning process, and I hope that I had as positive an 
impact on them. 
 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian S. Taylor 
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Sue Creager and Cindy Myers have been our preschool directors.  Sue put together a great staff 
and program and was a committed leader.  Cindy has had to struggle through the pandemic but 
was able to keep our school running while many around us closed.  I am thankful that so many 
children, from so many different backgrounds, are singing “Jesus Loves Me,” and are experiencing 
the love of God through our preschool. 
 
Julie Cantrell is our newest office administrator.  She is a joy to work with.  It is the one position 

that we have had struggles with, but she is a hard worker, a positive presence, and I hope will 

continue to be here for the next pastor.   

 

Sometimes I just marvel at all the work that is being done by so many talented people.  We have 
had very little conflict within the office in 14 years, we have people of faith committed to serve, 
and I am so thankful for the opportunity to work with them through the years. 
 
Then you add the council presidents, leaders of WELCA and Men’s groups and Sunday School 
teachers and so many people involved in the Lord’s Pantry, SHIP, Compassion International, Swim 
Program, and Christmas giving tree, etc.  Once again, you are a congregation of faithful servants 
for which I am thankful. 
 
And I get to share the good news of God’s love with you each week—and get paid for it!  What a 
deal. 
 
I Thank God for calling me to serve in a community with so many talented and committed people.  

I will miss you, DEAR FRIENDS. 

With much love,      

 Pastor Brian 

 

PLEASE NOTE that Pastor Brian’s last Sunday  

will be December 26th.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2022 will be available 

to pick up starting SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5th. 
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Peggy Yanda and Muriel Jorgensen 
By Carol Tuntland 

What are some of your favorite Christmas memories?  

  

 This month, we hear from two of our special ladies at Our Redeemer, 

Peggy Yanda and Muriel Jorgensen. Neither Peggy nor Muriel grew up in California; Peggy hails 

from Tennessee, and Muriel grew up in Minnesota.  Their memories of Christmases past may 

encourage you to share your own memories of how you spend this special holiday.  Did you 

participate in Christmas programs? Did you sing Christmas songs and hymns? Did you travel to 

see family? What were the favorite flavors of the season for your family? How did your family 

approach gift-giving? How did Advent, the Nativity, Jesus’ birth interface with Santa Claus?    

 Peggy Yanda grew up in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Peggy’s father was a railroad man, so it 

makes sense that two big trips she remembers were by train.  Peggy traveled from Knoxville to 

Chattanooga to visit her grandmother; she also took the train from Tennessee to California after 

she graduated from high school.  

 Peggy’s mother died when she was just two years old.  Her father remarried, and he and 

her stepmother had three sons, Albert, Robert, and Wiley.  Peggy was close to her step-brothers.  

The youngest boy, James Wiley Johnson (called “Wiley”) was 10 years younger than Peggy, and 

she treated him like her own baby.  Peggy and Wiley still keep in touch; Wiley and his wife 

stayed in Knoxville, and attended a little country church accompanied by a care-dog.  

 Peggy had a large extended family on both sides.  Her older two step-brothers have 

passed away, but Robert had two sons and a daughter.  Peggy’s niece, Margaret, and her 

daughter were here to celebrate Peggy’s birthday in July.  Peggy is hoping for a visit again in 

2022. 

  As a child, Peggy lived in a big, two-story house with a fireplace.  For the Christmas 

program, which was on Christmas Eve, Peggy’s step-mother made costumes for each of the 

children; she made other clothes for Christmas as well, dresses for Peggy and shirts for the boys. 

 Like many families, there were Christmas traditions involving food.  Peggy’s daddy made 

apple pancakes on Christmas morning.  Christmas dinner was served early because there was 

always a chance her father might have to go to work.  The menu was baked chicken, dressing, 

mashed potatoes, candied yams, and homemade Parker House rolls.  Peggy’s step-mother also 

made a dessert called, “Stack cake,” which consisted of individual slices of cake made in 8-10 

cakepans as individual layers of cake.  Dried apples that had been stewed were put between the 

cake layers and then the layers were stored in the pantry to soften.  The apples came from their 

trees and were dried after harvesting.  This dessert was always good, but unfortunately, Peggy 

has never been able to replicate it. 

 When they got up on Christmas morning, the children each received two oranges, two 

apples, and two sticks of striped hard candy. Peggy’s father received the candy as a gift from the 

railroad. Peggy and her step-brothers also each received a board game to share with the rest of 

 A Conversation with . . . 
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their siblings. One Christmas when Wiley was in 9th grade, he received a pair of western jeans, 

and he was the envy of his entire class!  Peggy recalls that one Christmas she received a brand 

new, long coat; that was special for her because Peggy usually wore hand-me-downs from a 

cousin.   

 When Peggy was in 9th grade, the family moved from the big house in the city to a little 

house in the country.  Christmas traditions changed because there was no hearth on which to 

hang their Christmas stockings; Peggy’s father gave each child a stocking and they laid them in a 

pie pan! 

 Singing was always part of Peggy’s life. As soon as she was old enough, Peggy joined the 

choir.  Her step-mother also sang in the choir. She learned Christmas carols and hymns by heart; 

she didn’t have hymnals or music books.  Those Christmas carols and hymns that she learned 

during childhood are still favorites, and, of course, she doesn’t need a book to sing the verses! 

Christmas Eve was the night for the cantata and Santa came. Christmas Day was Jesus’ birthday 

and everyone honored that celebration.  

 Peggy continued to sing in choir until she had her four children.  After a number of years, 

Peggy rejoined the choir.  She has sung in the Our Redeemer choir since about 1972. Peggy 

hopes we will be able to sing on Christmas this year. 

 When Peggy married her husband, Ray, they combined family Christmas traditions.  Ray 

was from Wisconsin and raised in a Catholic and Lutheran home. Peggy attended a Baptist 

church when she was young, but Peggy and Ray became Lutherans when they moved to 

California as young, married adults.  They adopted the Advent wreath tradition and collected 

several wreaths they used every year. In addition to celebrating at church, they lit their own 

Advent candles and said a prayer.  Barb Norcross, Peggy’s daughter, has carried on the tradition.  

 Peggy has four children.  Charlotte and Bill, Peggy’s daughter and son-in-law, live in 

Montana; Barb and Jim live in Orange County, with Peggy’s grandsons, Michael and Brian.  

Peggy’s son and daughter-in-law, Brent and Kathy, live in Belmont Shore; her other son and 

daughter-in-law, James and Kathy, live in Hollywood.   

 The relatives in California always spend some part of the holiday together.  The 

celebration of Christmas has remained much the same throughout Peggy’s lifetime.  And—of 

course—she is looking forward to Christmas this year.   

 Muriel Jorgensen has many happy Christmas memories. How many of us remember the 

Christmas catalogs that were sent from Montgomery Ward, Sears Roebuck, and JC Penny?  The 

pages were almost worn out as we tried to decide what we wanted!   

 Muriel remembers one Christmas when she was very disappointed. She had seen a 

dollhouse in the Montgomery Ward Christmas catalog that she very much wanted.  Muriel’s 

godmother knew of her desire for that dollhouse, and her gift to Muriel was a special handmade 

dollhouse.  It was on rollers because it was so large, and it was only accessible from one side.  

The house had handmade furniture and bathroom fixtures of real metal. There were four rooms 

in this two-story house, but it was too big and clumsy to fit into Muriel’s bedroom.  

Consequently, the dollhouse was relegated to the basement, and Muriel didn’t ever play with it!  

As a child, Muriel had no idea of all the work that went into this dollhouse; all she had wanted 

was the smaller, simpler Montgomery Wards catalog dollhouse.  
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 Muriel grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota, and all her family still resides there.  Muriel had a 

sister and a brother.  Her younger sister died of infantile paralysis when her family was living with 

their grandparents while waiting for their house to be built. The sisters slept together and her 

sister became ill, but Muriel did not.  Muriel’s brother died of cancer at age 54. Her two nieces 

and two nephews are close to Muriel, even though they live in Minnesota.  One of her nieces 

writes long, lovely letters. They keep in touch through letters and phone calls, but none of them 

are able to visit often. 

 Muriel worked at Brown & Bigelow, a publishing company famous for their Boy Scouts of 

America calendars; the company is also well-known for other calendar publications and for 

producing playing cards. Muriel’s husband also worked at Brown & Bigelow.  Her husband’s boss 

taught a class and encouraged him to go to school. As a result, he was offered a job in California, 

so the couple moved.  Muriel transferred her union membership and eventually went to work on 

a “5-week job” in 1956.; that short-term job turned into full-time employment and Muriel 

continued to work until she was 65½.  When her husband died, Muriel considered returning to 

Minnesota, but didn’t like the prospect of driving in winter weather.  So although her family lives 

in Minnesota, she decided to stay in California.  

 Muriel recalls an interesting trip to the Midwest which included a visit with a cousin who 

was employed by the Forestry Service in South Dakota.  Muriel and her husband visited the Black 

Hills in 1941, soon after the Mount Rushmore National Monument was finished. They were able 

to get very close to the famous faces of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore 

Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. Muriel remarked that when she later viewed the faces from the 

viewing platform, they appeared to be really small. Muriel and her husband appreciated their 

opportunity for a much closer perspective.   

 Muriel drove her car until she was 95. She moved to Quaker Gardens when she was 80. 

After giving up her car, she used the Rowntree bus for transportation until the COVID-19 

pandemic struck. She reports that residents are fairly restricted at Rowntree yet, but there have 

been no virus cases in the residence.  

 Muriel is 101, and with age has become a little shorter.  She’s also a little slower than she 

once was, but considers herself in good shape.  She thanks the Lord for each day.  

HOLIDAY POTLUCK   
This month’s meeting will be on December 
9th!  We will continue our discussion of 
Sapiens, a Brief History of Humankind, by 

Yuval Noah Harari.  Call Ron Stearns (714.891.9462) for 
more info.    
 The BOOK CIRCLE normally meets the 4th Saturday of each 
month at 2pm at ORC for fellowship and a discussion of a variety of 
current and classic literature.  ALL AVID READERS and friends are 
invited!   
 
 The book for January and February is Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson  

ORC BOOK CIRCLE 

Dec. 9th  
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
December 11th at 7:30am  

 
 Come out to Endter Hall on December 11th 
beginning at 7:30 am and enjoy a great breakfast 
and even better fellowship! 
 The program will feature Christmas music with 
Lorrie Klevos on the piano.  
 Don’t forget your cans and bottles which help 
support our Compassion International students. 
 

Contact Will Fleming (714.318.3394 or willvalran@aol.com)  
if you have questions or need more information 

Young-At-Heart 
JOIN US for our annual Christmas celebration 

luncheon on December 20th starting at 11am in 

Endter Hall.  Sign-up to bring side dishes; meat 

will be provided.  Enjoy a program of Christmas 

music!   

 And a “GIFT” exchange . . .  Bring a wrapped White Elephant gift if you 

wish to participate.  (Please use common sense and make group-appropriate  

selections for your gifts!) 

Please RSVP to Dorothie Bair  
(714.746.6290 or ddbair@gmail.com)  

RACIAL JUSTICE GROUP  
 

 Will meet December 15th  at 7:40pm via 

ZOOM.  These meetings are open to  anyone 

interested. 
 

Contact Traci Fitzharris 

 (traci.fitzharrisgmail.com) for more info. 
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If you did not receive your invitation, please contact Julie at 

the church office (714.593.9541 or office@orcgg.org). 

We would like to ensure everyone who wants to attend Pastor’s 

Retirement Luncheon is financially able to attend.  We are 

cognizant of both the expense of this event as well as its 

proximity to the holidays.  So if you need some assistance to pay 

for your attendance,  simply enclose a note with your RSVP.   

DECEMBER 20th :  
  RSVP 

  Meal choice 

 Check 

  Memory Page 

ORDINATION OF JENNIFER GARCIA 

December 18th at 2pm 
 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY invited to attend the ordination of Jennifer Garcia on Saturday, 

December 18th, at 2pm at St.  Paul Lutheran Church in Fullerton.  Guests are requested to 

wear face masks.  Reception immediately following.   

Wear red to symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit! 

2022 ALTAR FLOWER  

DONATION CHART  

Choose the Sunday in 2022 you would like to donate altar flowers. 

  Sign up on the Chart on the BULLETIN BOARD 

                          HANDBELL CHOIR  REHEARSALS  
  

                     Wednesdays at 5pm—6pm 
                                 December 1st thru December 22nd  

The Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals for the Christmas Eve Service.   

If you are interested in playing on Christmas Eve, please contact Brian.   

If you would like to try out the bells without making a commitment, you may schedule a 

 FREE PRIVATE or GROUP LESSON with Brian.  (brian.pereboom@gmail.com  or 714.487.7824)   
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December Service Projects  

 Our Redeemer has a long history of service to our community.  There are many ways 

to assist others, especially during the holiday season.  Volunteering your time, money, or 

energy to help others doesn’t just make the world better—it also makes you better!  God 

has hardwired altruism in our brains!  Through fMRI technology,  we’ve learned that giving 

activates parts of the brain that produce feelings of pleasure. 

 Below are a few ways you can show your generosity this month: 

 

BLESSING TREE 

 The SOCIAL MINISTRY has its annual “BLESSING TREE” set up in the foyer. Names of 

children from local schools will be hanging on the tree.  Diane Kallen finds out what 

families are financially unable to provide gifts for their children; those children’s names are 

then placed on the tree.   

 YOU then select a name, purchase the gift requested, and bring the unwrapped gift 

to church by DECEMBER 12th.  (Make sure you put the child’s name on your gift!)  Diane 

will deliver the gifts before Christmas break.  Your gift allows a parent to provide 

something special for their child.  These families are so thankful; you are an angel to them! 

Questions?  Contact Lori Martin  (lmartinsb@aol.com or 562.430.3730) . 
 

ITEMS FOR SHIP HOUSE 

 The ladies of ORC will have a box in the foyer of the Sanctuary to collect hygiene and 

sundry items for the residents at the SHIP house.  Suggested items:  Toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, lotion, deodorant, shampoo, combs/brushes, saving cream, soap, socks, 

cologne/aftershave, hard candies (e.g., Jolly Ranchers, Lifesavers).  Donations can be left in 

the marked box in the foyer of the Sanctuary through December 12th. 

 

MEALS FOR SHIP RESIDENTS 

Please consider providing miscellaneous items for breakfast or lunch, or a meal for dinner 

for the individuals residing at the SHIP house any date December 18th through 31st.  (10 

people; dinner delivered by 6:30pm) See Jim Huffman to sign up  or contact the church 

office (office@orcgg.org or 714.539.9541). 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION (Part 1) 

DECEMBER 19th 

 PLEASE NOTE the ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION (Part 1)  will be held 

DECEMBER 19th between services.  The purpose of the meeting will be to elect persons to the 

Church Council; the budget for the following year may be adopted at this time.  The Annual 

Meeting of the Congregation, Part 2 will be held in the latter part of January 2022.   



 

 

Cate Guardino   Dec. 1st        Zaid Humphrey   Dec. 15th 

Bonnie Hepfinger  Dec. 1st        Makayla Erickson  Dec. 16th 

Nancy Vansickle  Dec. 2nd         Lori Myers   Dec. 18th 

Susan Sauter  Dec. 3rd        Claire Hultgen          Dec. 18th 

Tamara Hultgen  Dec. 3rd         Gary Spaberg   Dec. 19th 

Karen Frizell   Dec. 7th        Erika Taylor   Dec. 20th 

Kyle Wilson   Dec. 11th        Tracy Mendoza   Dec. 27th  

 

    Nathalie Anderson  Dec. 27th 

    Lori Martin   Dec. 28th 

    Beth Turnbull  Dec. 29th 

    Tina Ray   Dec. 29th 

    Stephanie Larcome Dec. 30th 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24th  

________________________________ 
 

  

5 pm: Christmas Eve Worship Service 

9 pm Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 

Join us to celebrate the birth of Christ!  
Live Stream Worship also available. 

 

John & Lilah Zavetsky   Dec. 22 

Walt & Alice Rosenthal   Dec. 27 

Buddy & Tina Ray    Dec. 27 

Corky & Jan Krabbenhoft  Dec. 30 

Douglas & Angelika Rupp  Dec. 30 

Christopher & Carrie Guardino  Dec. 31 

December Anniversaries 

December Birthdays 



 

 

♱  DECEMBER-AT-A-GLANCE ♱ 
 

Mondays   @ 11am  Grief Support Group (Patio ) 
Tuesdays   @ 12pm  Pastor’s Bible Study (Patio) 
   @   7pm  Praise Team Rehearsals (Sanctuary) 
Wednesdays  @   5pm  Handbell Choir Rehearsals (Sanctuary) 
   @   6pm  Boy Scouts Meeting (North Hall) 
Thursdays   @   7am  Men’s Zoom Bible Study  
   @   7pm  Adoration Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
Saturdays   @   9am-12pm Lord’s Pantry (Patio) 
 
December 4  @   8am  Boy Scout Leader Committee Meeting  
December 9     ORC Book Circle Christmas Potluck  
December 11 @   7:30am  Men’s Breakfast (Endter Hall) 
   @ 12pm  Eagle Scout Court of Honor (Endter Hall)  
December 12 LAST DAY FOR SHIP DONATIONS/BRING BLESSING TREE GIFTS 
December 13 @ 12pm  Grace Circle/WELCA 
   @   1pm  Sincerity Circle/WELCA 
   @   4:30pm  Ministry Resources Meeting (Choir Room) 
   @   5:30pm  Preschool Board Meeting (Choir Room) 
December 14 @   1:30pm  Staff Meeting 
   @   7pm  Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 
December 15 @   7:40pm  Racial Justice Group (Zoom) 
December 17 @ 12:30pm  Preschool Christmas Program  
December 18 @   2pm  Ordination of Jennifer Garcia (St. Paul Lutheran) 
December 19 Annual Meeting of the Congregation (Part 1) 
December 20 @ 11am  Young-At-Heart (Patio) 
      NO GRIEF GROUP MEETING 
December 24 @   5pm  Christmas Eve Worship Service  
   @   9pm  Christmas Eve Worship Service 
December 26 Pastor Brian’s Last Sunday 
December 28 @   6:30pm  SHIP Board Meeting/Potluck (Endter Hall) 
   @   7pm  New Joy Circle 

The Church Calendar is available to 
view at www.orcgg.org  

KEEP CONNECTED at Our Redeemer!   
 

If you would like more information about any 

meeting or activity, contact the church office 

(office@orcgg.org or 714.539.9541) 


