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A publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm,.
Closed on Fridays

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Living Pictures
2015
Performance Dates:
Saturday, March 28: 1 & 4 pm
Sunday, March 29: 3 & 6 pm
Rehearsals:
Sunday, March 15, 3 pm: Staging
~
Sunday, Mar. 22, 4 pm:
Actors arrive at 2 pm
Complete Dress Rehearsal w/make-up
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
It’s time to invite your
friends to Living Pictures 2015:
“The Promises of God.” This year
the date is later than usual. The
performances will be on the
weekend of Palm Sunday:
Saturday March 28 at 1p.m. and
4p.m. and Sunday March 29 at
3p.m. and 6p.m. This year the paintings include
several Old Testament paintings depicting the
covenants God made to Noah, Abraham, Moses and
King David, and the final covenant God makes with
the world through Jesus. There will be flyers
available at church and the information is available
on our web site ORCGG.org. This is a great
outreach opportunity to invite friends, neighbors and
co-workers to see a beautiful depiction of the
Christian story through art, music, and narration.
This is part of our ministry to the larger community:
please consider whom you might extend an
invitation.
At the February council meeting, we voted to
support two other community outreach programs.
Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church in San Bernardino
recently lost funding for their food pantry program.
We have been increasing our reserves in our food
pantry for the last several years so we voted to use
$4000 in our designated account to help our fellow
Lutheran congregation.
We also voted to use $1500 from designated
funds to support the establishment of a Kairos prison
ministry in California City. Kairos does great
outreach ministry with people in prison.
Beginning Sunday, March 1 we will start a
preaching series at the 10a.m. service entitled: The 7
Habits of Jesus. It is based on the book by the same
name written by Rev. Robert Schmalzle, a Lutheran
theologian.

It’s not too early to start planning for the trip
to Israel scheduled for March 29- April 7, 2016. The
trip leaves the Tuesday after Easter and includes nonstop flights to and from LAX to Tel Aviv on El Al
airlines. The price which includes all transportation,
admissions, breakfast and dinner, hotel
accommodations, guide and tip is only $3660.
My first trip to Israel had a profound spiritual
impact on my faith. I had expected it to be an
educational trip, but it was much more. It made the
Scriptures come alive, and gave me new
understanding to so many stories in the Bible. Every
person who went on our last trip raved about the
experience, so I want to try and offer this trip to
others as a way to deepen and expand their faith by
being in the places where Jesus walked. Our tour
includes a tour of Augustana Lutheran Church of the
Ascension and the Lutheran Hospital that provides
medical needs to Palestinians in the area. We hope
to have an opportunity to meet with the Bishop of the
Lutheran Palestinian Church while we are there.
If you have questions, let me know. I do have
brochures available to anyone who would like them.
We will need to be getting commitments in the fall,
but start saving now!
I am always amazed at the many
opportunities for ministry here at Our Redeemer.
Keep up the good work, and keep spreading the good
news: we have a good and gracious God who has
made himself known to us in Jesus Christ.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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Lingering in the presence of Christ in Lent
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
Every year at the beginning of Lent,
I find myself tempted to jump ahead
to the glory of Easter and not take
time to linger with Jesus during his
ministry and journey to the cross.
My mind automatically moves
toward the glory of the risen Christ
and all that his gift means for me as
an individual. So I have to stop
myself and remember the
significance of Lent, and that there’s a reason we slow
down and walk beside Jesus through these weeks. I have a
book of beautiful drawings and paintings that portray the
life of Christ, with special emphasis on Holy Week, and
taking it out and reviewing it helps me to slow down and
allow myself to enter into his world anew each Lent. It’s a
good way for me to go deeper with the Lord. Perhaps you
have something similar in your home to read or view that
brings you into a different place during the weeks prior to
Easter. Maybe it’s a picture book like mine, or a video, or
a reflection book for Lent. Let’s try something right now
that teaches us how to linger in the presence of Jesus
Christ. Trust me; you’ll like it, and it’s easy to do.
Close your eyes and think about what you know
of Nazareth, Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem;
basically, Jesus’ ministry area. Recall photographs you’ve
seen of the area; maybe you took them yourself on the trip
to Israel two years ago. Or - recall artwork you’ve seen
depicting this part of the world. Let yourself become
immersed in the reality of that land: the smells, the
temperature of the air, the dusty roads, the animals and
people. Now step back over 2000 years into the past.
Remember that the area was occupied by Roman forces,
and that people lived in fear, frustration, and anger. Jesus
was in the midst of his formal ministry, but his time on
earth was running out. Everything about his life increased
in intensity as he journeyed along the final road to
Jerusalem. Imagine yourself as one of his disciples,
walking the roads and greeting others, drinking from a
stream, eating the foods of his time with your hands,
listening to Jesus teach. What would it have been like to
walk beside him as he taught, healed, and prayed? How
would the faces of those he touched have looked
afterwards? Would I have been transformed, too, by being
in his presence, by hearing his voice, by touching his
hand?
I wonder about these things especially during
Lent. I imagine Jesus’ face and how he moved and spoke,
what the magnetism was that drew crowds to him daily.
Do you do this, too? Do you think about him and
sometimes long to be near him? To receive healing and

rest in his presence? To be able to pour out your thoughts,
hopes, and troubles to him? To be accepted, totally, just as
you are... no questions asked, no reproving looks... just
loved for who you are. Linger here for a few minutes now
in his presence and receive the balm of his love and care.
Even though Jesus Christ lived so long ago, we
can feel his insistent grace and enduring love for us by
taking the time this Lent to be in his presence through
practices like the one above. Through the power of the
Holy Spirit in our lives, we can be in touch with Christ
now, here, today. The Spirit will guide you as you linger
in his presence through whatever means you use to pray to
him.
If you’d like to immerse yourself further in
Christ’s presence during Holy Week, come to the two-day
labyrinth walk in Endter Hall on March 6-7. (Details on
the labyrinth walk are in this newsletter.) There are also
wonderful Lenten dramas in the sanctuary on Wednesday
nights during Lent, and delicious soup suppers
beforehand. Come be in fellowship and love.
Jesus calls us to be with him; he yearns for a
deeper relationship with us. Are we listening? Are we
responding? This Lent, linger in his healing presence and
be made new.
In Christian Love,

Lynne

Our next meeting is Wednesday, March. 11th at
9:30 am in the council room. We invite you to join
us and learn how visiting our home-bound members
will change your life in amazing ways. The Care and
Kindness team is making a difference in the lives of
members by bringing smiles, love, a listening ear,
and the presence of Christ in Holy Communion.
For more information, call Lynne in the church office
(714) 539-9541, or email her at
lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
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Journey to the Cross A Lenten Labyrinth Walk
Fri. March 6
Sat. March 7

2 - 7 pm
10 - 3 pm

How does the labyrinth help with prayer? - Our lives are a journey, a sacred journey, where we encounter joy, sor‐
row, growth, defeat, grief, celebraon, and all the other experiences that challenge and transform our understanding
of life. Symbolic of this journey, the labyrinth funcons as a meditaon tool, a prayer tool, to help us focus and
encounter the presence of the sacred Divine in our changing lives. Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has no dead ends, and
there are no tricks or puzzles to solve. The path in, is the path out, and as such represents the wholeness of our lives.
Therefore, walking the labyrinth is not a le$‐brain task, but an invitaon to use our right brain and the gi$s of
creavity, imaginaon, and recepveness.
How to walk the labyrinth - There is really no right or wrong way to walk the labyrinth. It can be walked slowly, or at
a regular walking pace. Remember that the way in is also the way out, so you’ll meet others as they enter, leave and
move at a diﬀerent pace. Step past each other if you come face‐to‐face, go around a slower person if you need to;
do what feels natural. Relax and don’t be self‐conscious. If you come near to a dear friend, stop and give a warm hug
if you feel like it. You are walking in community; be mindful, loving, and courteous of others. Walking may take 30
minutes or an hour. Trust in God’s guidance and step out in faith that you will be led interiorly to that which needs
a/enon in your life.
Beginning your walk ‐ When you are ready, enter the labyrinth. Indoor labyrinths require clean socks to be worn; no
shoes, nylons, or bare feet are allowed on a cloth labyrinth. Outdoor labyrinths can be walked in bare or covered feet.
Enter with a question – Idenfy what the quesons are in your life or where your a/enon is focused at the moment:
new job, marriage, grief, parenthood, need for a new direcon, troubled relaonships, etc. Walk the labyrinth seeking
new insights and guidance. Ask God for help; then listen.
A prayer walk – Use the labyrinth to pray for someone or to give thanks to God. Pray using a simple, short prayer or
favorite Scripture verse or line from a hymn. Examples for you to try:
Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.
Gracious God, heal my broken spirit.
God of grace, ﬁll me with your presence.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with _______.
I come with joy to meet my Lord.
In the center of the labyrinth ‐ When you reach the labyrinth’s center, stay awhile and pray; be at peace in the
presence of the Lord. You may kneel, sit, or lie down to rest and pray. Take your me with God.
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Women’s Circles

Circles are groups of ORLC women that meet monthly for
Bible Study, fellowship and sharing. We have four circles,
which are listed below. For more information, please contact a
Circle Leader. Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Grace
Mon., March. 9, 7 pm
Location: Dorothy Aanestad

Sincerity
Mon., March 9, 7 pm
Contact: Tina Ray

New Faith
Thurs., March 19, 7 pm
Location: Marilyn Witt

New Joy
Tues., March 24, 7pm
Location: Karen Gustafson

With heartfelt thanks ...

Thank you to all the members of ORLC who prayed for my
father before his passing, and for the cards and prayers
since he died in late January. You are a true support group
in time of need and I appreciate all the kindness and caring
you showed Gerry and me. ~ Sue Hanson
A very special thanks to everyone, especially Pastor Brian
and Lynne for their visits, as well as Allen Bair, who
brought communion. We appreciate all the cards and
notes. The kind words meant more than we can possibly
say. The messages have come like little messages from
the Lord reminding us that He is still beside us during
this difficult time. God Bless you all ~ Bea & Carl Baker

Thank you for all the prayers and well wishes for our sister
in law "Tammy Fe/o". She has had her ﬁnal
surgery and is recuperang nicely. Warmest regards~ Walt
and Anne/e Ridley

ONLINE GIVING
Have you established your online giving account yet? It’s
easy to do, and it will make your giving simpler. You can
set it up from our church website (www.orcgg.org, then
click on “Online Giving” from the navigation bar near the
top). After accessing the online giving page, you first
create a profile using your email address and password on
a customized webpage. Following pages will allow you to
designate your giving to the “General Fund” and/or
“Building Fund,” the frequency of giving, and how you want
to give (credit card or automatic withdrawal from your
checking or savings account).
Our Redeemer recommends that you do not use your
credit card, as the church will get charged a percentage
fee. Instead, please use the automatic withdrawal option.
If you’d prefer a church staff member to enter all your
information and set up your account online for you, ask
the office to give you a “Simply Giving” authorization form,
and we’ll take care of it for you. And you can call the
church office to assist you with any part of the process 714-539-9541.We want to assist you in any way that
we can.

“COMFORT IN A BOWL”
Social Ministry wants you to know that there is plenty
of delicious, nutritious homemade soup frozen in single
serving sizes and waiting for you if you’re sick and need
a “bowl of comfort.” Our kitchen freezer is wellstocked, so please ask for soup to be delivered to you
when you are sick. If your husband or wife is ill, and you
need soup for them, please call us to help you.
Don’t risk getting chilled by going out to the store for
soup; instead, call Bob Wallace (714-260-8684),
and someone will bring you some soup. so eat up that
soup!

Soup Suppers for Lent
Be sure to invite friends and join the congregation on Wednesday
evenings at 6 pm for our delicious Lenten Soup Suppers. This is a
wonderful way to sip some soup & enjoy the fellowship. Immediately
following the meal, head over to the sanctuary for our weekly Lenten
Service at 7 pm. Please mark your calendar for the following dates.
March 4, March 11, March 18th & March 25th
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Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Sat.
March 14th at 7:30 A.M. in Endter Hall.
All men (and their guests) of the church are
invited to attend. A delicious breakfast will be
served by our own "church chefs.” Walt Ridley
will be speaking on the subject of basic residential
and electrical repairs.
** As always, please bring your cans and bottles for recycling to
support our Compassion International students.

Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
in Endter Hall
(714) 539-9541
Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher
(714) 852-2064

Please join us
for the next Red
Hat Work Day
on Mon.,
March 9th
at 9am

Book Circle meets the fourth
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm for
fellowship and
discussion of a
variety of
literature, current
and classic,
fiction and nonfiction. All avid
readers are invited to join us. For
more information, contact Ron
Stearns at (714) 891-9462.
March 27 I Am Malala,
by Malala Yousafzai
April 24 Songs of Willow Frost
by Jamie Ford
May 22
The Turn of the Screw,
by Henry James
June 26
In the Heart of the Sea
By Nathaniel Philbrick

Young At Heart

Please wear green & join us for a
St. Patty’s Day luncheon with a
“trip to South America”
with Jerry Engelhardt
on
Monday, March 16th at 11 am
Our featured food this month:
Baked Potatoes and soda bread.
Please bring: a salad, potato toppings, Irish
foods and desserts.
Please RSVP to Erna Lund 714.775-4162

Our February luncheon was FABULOUS!
A very special thanks goes to our talented magician
Donald Frank & his lovely assistant,
Amparo Perez.
~ May the blessings of each day
Be the blessings you need most. ~

March 2015
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
February was Fascinating and Fun!
It included Valentine parties,
holiday fun, Parent Teacher
Conferences, Teddy Bear Days,
Special Story Days, Lunar New
Year Celebration, and after all
Our Redeemer that a unit on dental hygiene and a
trip to the dentist… all in all a
Preschool
fabulous time was had by all ~
During the first week, all
Sue Creager, Director classes learned about Love… for
(714) 539539-6643
friends, family and of course
Jesus. Then it was on to making and mailing valentines and having fun at their
preschool@ourredeemer
valentine parties, they all exchanged cards and lots of candy… (hope they rememgardengrove.org
bered to brush). After the President’s Day holidays, we had a fun time with
Teddy Bear Day then it was time for Parent Teacher Conferences… It is great to
have that one-on-one time with the parents to talk about their wonderful
children. Then beginning on the 23rd the children began their unit on the Dentist with lots of hands
on practice and a trip to see Dr. John in Huntington Beach.
Also want to thank those of you who supported our See’s Valentine Candy Sale… Such a yummy
way to share the love!
March will be another marvelous month at preschool. We will begin learning about the
weather, hopefully we will have Men’s
a chanceBreakfast
to experience more:) School Pictures will also be taken.
We will be doing some spring planting, exploring colors, and of course getting ready for Easter!
Come by and say hi,
Sue
PS. Please Share: Our Redeemer Preschool is for everyone… We have a wonderful full day program
as well as a great half day. Priority Registration for Summer and/or Fall Preschool will begin on
March 23rd for Our Redeemer Church Members and Preschool families. If you have any questions
I would love to have the opportunity to talk with you. We have also opened a new class for 2 1/2 year
olds… so don’t be shy :)

VOLUNTEERING IN SUNDAY SCHOOL IS FUN!
We need volunteers to be aides and teachers for our youngest Sunday school children (ages 3-5). This class has from 6-11 children attending on a Sunday morning.
Please volunteer to be an aide or a teacher for Sunday school. Our curriculum is fun
and easy to use, and we have adorable little people who’d love to have your help on
Sundays.
To ask questions about the opportunity to either lead a class or assist as an aide,
call Lynne in the church office: or email her at lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
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Please join us for Easter Week
Palm Sunday ~ March 29th
Maundy Thursday April 2 ~ Worship at 7 pm
Good Friday ~April 3 ~ Worship at 12 pm & Tennebrae Service at 7 pm
Easter Services: 8:30 am & 10 am
Easter Breakfast served 7:30 - 9:30 am

Creating a Legacy for Those You Love
Mark your calendars for this important seminar to be held on May 3rd at 5pm.
Special guest presenter will be Greg Shepherd, ELCA Foundation Regional Gift
Planner. Dinner will be provided!

DISABLED PARKING: Please note,
the disabled parking spaces are for
those with current disabled parking
placards only. Thank you.

The health ministry is having
another Free CPR/AED Class on
Saturday, May 2nd at 9:00AM to
1:00 PM in Endter Hall.

Rob Pryce will be joining us again this
year as our instructor. We can
accommodate up to 20 people. Be sure to
sign-up for this program at the CPR/AED
Poster if you are interested.
This program is sponsored by Hoag
Hospital.

Our Health Ministry Team is
also sponsoring a program
on diabetes. You are invited
to join us for a very informative program by a speaker
from the Allen Diabetes
Center at Hoag Hospital.
The program will be held on Sat., April
11th from 10-11:30 am in Endter Hall.
If you have Diabetes or if you know of
someone who has it, we encourage
you to come and learn more about it.
We are here for you! Please sign up at
the Diabetes Poster to
let us know that you
are interested.
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Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Deadline for
submissions is noon on the
15th of each month.

March Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.
Council Person of the Month
8:30 Randy Jerue 10:00 Paula Kielich
8:30 am Communion Assistants
Patty Kessler
Wendy Fitzharris,
Larry & Anita Griswold
3/29
Lori Martin, Carol Tuntland

3/1
3/15

3/8
3/22
3/29

3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson
Paula Kielich, Michelle Timothy
Gus & Susan Sauter
Greeters
Patty Kessler
Larry & Anita Griswold
Sue & Gerry Hanson
Gus & Sue Sauter
Terry Dickman, Lily Chweh
Soundboard
8:30 Terrence Young
10:00 Travis Ruud

3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

Lectors
Ron Stearns
Tina Ray
Traci Fitzharris
Dorothie Bair
Patty Kessler

Acolytes
8:30 am
10 am
3/1 Aidan Bair
Andrew Garcia
3/8 Colin Prothero
Erika Taylor
3/15 Aidan Bair
Andrew Garcia
3/22 Aidan Bair
James Mendoza
3/29 Aidan Bair
Andrew Garcia

3
4
5
6
7
11
13
15
17

Carol Corth
Greg Prechel
James Mendoza
Joey Pyle
Kristen Solberg
Kristin Fitzharris
Timmy Forth
Tiffany Darling
Betty Evans
Evelyn Howie
Megan Swett
Jared Venard
Dorothy Aanestad
Emily Leeb
Jennifer Leeb
Mary Kingswold
Kenny Insouvanh

Altar Guild
Set up: Terry Dickman
Clean up: Karen Gustafson

OUR REDEEMER STAFF

Ushers
Don Woodhouse/Team 2

Gladys Ryen
Robert Smith
Ann Badertscher
Susan Nemitz
Karen Smith
Matthew Wood
Andrew Garcia
Darrell Tuntland
Gregg Solberg
William Davey
Tiana Toma
Megan Vill
Cathy Cisneros
Bonnie Weiss

March Anniversaries
3/12/94 Larry & Sandra Collier
3/18/72 Gerry & Sue Hanson
3/30/12 Donald & Christine Frank

Please email your
submissions to
Susan Hirsch at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited for
content and space.

Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
revBST@aim.com
Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net

March Birthdays
1
2

Sunday Reflections
deadline is 11 am Tuesday
mornings for the
following Sunday’s bulletin.

18
20
21
22

Church Administrator
Susan Hirsch
office@orcgg.org

25

Organist
John Glessner

26
28
29
31

Director of Music
Ann Badertscher

Children’s Choir Director
Sharon Edmondson
Bookeeper
Kim Conrad
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Tim's
Handyman Services

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Timothy N. Venard

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-425-5472

714-952-8787

fax 714-531-9481

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

timvenard@yahoo.com
In all I do,
I glorify the lord

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

714-840-7510

Magnolia Memorial Park

CALL TODAY:

Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

714-955-3551

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771

TIMELY • RELIABLE • PROFESSIONAL

www.responsiveplumbing.com

Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

$25.00 off

www.magnoliamemorial.org

Your First Service Call
With This Coupon

Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

Rowntree Gardens

OUR REDEEMER / 167

A Quaker Gardens Senior Community

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email
address changes

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Church Web: www.orcgg.org
Church Email: office@orcgg.org
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Fridays
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is available

