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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives!

Our Redeemer Church, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove . CA 92841
T: 714.539.9541
F: 714.539.7672
Preschool: 714.539.6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am OUTDOOR/Patio &
10:00 am INDOOR/Sanctuary
Get on the email list and the
worship service comes to you!
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
8:30 am to 2:00 pm
Closed Friday
WEBSITE:

www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC
Stay updated with the latest
info and photos.

Happy July 4th!
Church Office is closed Monday, July 5th.

INSTAGRAM:
@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca
Let us know if you’d like to receive
the monthly newsletter by email or
“snail” mail.

•LABOR DAY CAMPOUT/RETREAT is back! (See pg. 4)
•BACK TO CHURCH WEEKEND event! (See pg. 5)
•VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL sign up now! (See pg. 6)
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Redeemer Reflections

Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian S. Taylor

Dear Friends:
Soon and very soon….. we’ll get back to normal!
It has been great to slowly, but steadily, move back to worship as it was
before the pandemic.
At our 8:30 a.m. service, we have made masks an option, and we are singing outside
in the beauty of creation. That service will move back inside once it begins to get too hot outside.
We will listen carefully to the desires of those attending. So far, there have been more complaints
about it being too cool early in the morning with “June gloom” than complaints about the heat.
At our 10:00 a.m. service, we have moved back inside, we have resumed Holy Communion around
the altar, we have resumed live music, and we have resumed singing with masks on.
The plan is for us to return to our pre-pandemic schedule on September 12. We are planning a
special “Back to Church” weekend.
The weekend will start on Saturday, September 11th, with the first meeting of the Men’s Breakfast
since the pandemic. That will be from 7:30a.m.-9:00a.m.
For the afternoon, we will plan family fun and service activities. There will be games and crafts,
there will be a service project that kids can participate in, there will be prayer stations for all
members to participate in, and there will be snacks and drinks available. During the late afternoon
we will have a B-B-Q and food for all at a low price. Saturday will conclude with one of our most
popular social events: An Elvis concert. We will bring back our Elvis impersonator for another fun
evening! The concert will be from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 12th, we will return to our pre-pandemic schedule. The 8:30 a.m. service will be
a liturgical Lutheran service, and it will be the first Sunday the choir will be singing in worship. All
the hymns selected will be congregational favorites. Unless there is an unexpected change, there
will be no masks and a resumption of truly, “the most joyful hour of the week”!
The 10a.m. service will be back inside the sanctuary, the praise team will lead singing, children will
be back in school and, hopefully, back for Sunday School. All the children will receive Bible story
books to keep, or to read, return, and exchange for other books.
We will be preparing bulletin inserts later in August for members to share with the community. This
is a great time not only for church members to come back to church, but to invite others who have
been away from church to come and join us for, not just a joyful hour, but for a joyful weekend.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor
by Pastor Jill Disbro
Dear Friends,
A few weeks ago we read two parables comparing the kingdom of God to growing

plants. The more famous “Parable of the Mustard Seed” focuses on how a tiny
little mustard seed grows into a tall bush. Right before that, though, Jesus also
told a similar, but lesser known parable referred to in my Bible as the “Parable of
the Growing Seed.” And in that parable Jesus said:
“The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does
not know how.”
Seeds are scattered. They sprout and grow. And we don’t know how. Boy does that sound
familiar! Recently I have been planting some vegetables in
pots on my apartment patio, and as I watch them grow I
can’t help but marvel at the miracle of God’s creation. This
year I planted zucchini for the first time and within weeks
of starting as just a small seed, the plant has sprouted and
grown into a huge bush, producing a dozen flowers, and
already producing a whole zucchini! The dirt, sunlight, and
water somehow come together and produce this delicious
vegetable, and it is miraculous!
Witnessing these everyday miracles, the way God nourishes and creates things to grow with
simple sunlight and water, makes me appreciate the way we are constantly growing with God’s
nourishment and through the support and care of others. At the June gathering of Young at Heart,
I shared a little bit of my journey of faith, the people I have encountered who have helped me
grow along the way, and the ways I have come to see God’s hands at work, shaping me through it
all. I have grown and been shaped by those who have accompanied me at formative stages in my
life, from Ohio, to college in Virginia, to experiences Chile and Mexico, to my work in Philadelphia,
and on to seminary in Berkeley.
And I have also been nourished and shaped by this congregation. I have grown through
connections with all the people I’ve met and the encouragement and support you have all
provided. I have grown and been nourished as we worship together and study God’s word
together. I have grown as a pastor and been stretched to consider new ways of approaching
scripture and faith by witnessing the ways people in this congregation live out their faith. The
miracle of God’s creation is that we all grow and change as we walk alongside one another and
look for God’s hands at work in our lives. So as I begin the last two months of my internship here
at Our Redeemer, I am filled with joy as I consider all the ways God has shaped me, and all of us,
as we continue to journey and grow together. As God’s everyday miracles are made visible in the
growth of mustard seeds and zucchini plants, may God’s
nourishment continue to shape us as we journey together in faith.
Peace,

Pastor Jill
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Redeemer Sunday Reflections

Let’s Go Camping!!

(Or Let’s “Glamp” in a Comfortable Room!)
The annual Labor Day Campout and Retreat is
BACK for 2021!
Dates:

September 4th (Saturday) — September 6th (Monday)

Location:

Lutheran Glen Retreat Center
39136 Harris Road
Oak Glen, CA 92399

Accommodations: Private, motel-style rooms with 1 double and 1 twin bed OR/ 2, 3, or 4
twin beds and bathroom. Linens are provided.
Cost:*

$210/per person per room (total for two night stay)
$255/per person per room (single occupancy) (total for two night stay)
$465/family maximum amount for room accommodations (4+ more persons)
$120/per person for RV Camper or Tent (total for two night stay)
$395/per family maximum amount for RV or Tent accommodations
(4+ more persons)
$50.00 non-refundable deposit due at sign-up
Balance due August 23, 2021

*Cost includes two nights’ accommodations, six meals, wine & cheese parties, s’mores,
snacks, and all activities.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION is in the Narthex or the Church Office.
Or contact Dorothie Bair (714.746.6290 or ddbair@gmail.com)
or Gus Sauter (714..898.4148 or gs8821ca@aol.com)

Masks are NO LONGER required while on the church campus
IF you have been VACCINATAED!
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BACK TO CHURCH WEEKEND!!
September 11th and 12th
We are planning a weekend of FUN, ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, and WORSHIP to
encourage EVERYONE—adults, children, families—to return to church after a long,
pandemic-induced absence.
The tentative plan for the weekend is:
Saturday, September 11th:
7:30am—9:30am
Men’s Breakfast [First since the pandemic!]
1:00pm—5:30pm
Fair [To be held in front parking lot]
4:30pm—5:30pm
Meal/BBQ
6:00pm—7:00pm
Elvis Impersonator [Endter Hall]
Sunday, September 12th:
8:30am
“Formal” service
10:00am
Prayer and Praise service
Tentative Details:
Fair will include bounce houses; games of chance; crafts; information booths regarding
ORC and its ministries; prayer stations for adults; a service project (e.g., backpacks for kids
in school); popcorn and other snacks; other suggestions are a health booth (blood
pressure checks and information), face painting for kids, balloons, a raffle . . .
Meal/BBQ will consist of grilled Brats, hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, and drinks.
Sunday Services will return to our two, pre-pandemic styles of worship; choir will sing for
first time since pandemic; most popular hymns to be sung for service; special books/Bible
stories for children.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
To make this event a success, we will need LOTS of
VOLUNTEERS. People—especially FAMILIES—are
needed to help with planning; assist with publicity;
manage/oversee projects/tasks; help with food
preparation; set up and cleanup; work various
booths/games.
Contact the church office to volunteer.
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Vacation Bible School
August 2nd–August 6th
This year, ORC’s Vacation Bible School theme is
“Discovery on Adventure Island” and promises to
be packed full of fun for children ages 4 through 12.
The entire VBS will be held outdoors under shaded
awnings. Water play and games will be included
this year, and the infamous Slime Contest will be
back!!! Volunteers are NEEDED to make this
program a success.
Register NOW (online www.orcgg.org
or at the Church Office)
Systemic Structural Issues That Compromise Planned Giving
A recently noted article by Jennifer Xia and Patrick Schmitt, co-founders of Freewill.com, sites four
systemic structural issues that currently compromise the growth of planned giving:
1. Staffing structures within most organizations ignore small donors, even though they are far
more numerous.
2. The absence of data stifles investment strategy and improvement for non-profits. We have to
balance our hearts and heads when speaking to planned giving. Yes, we want generous givers
to give from their hearts and have their support recognized, but few notify organizations of
their planning and potential gifts.
3. Baby Boomers avoid estate planning. The most common words used to describe the process
were “scary”, “complicated,” and “expensive.” Common refrains were “I don’t know where to
start” and “I just don’t want to think about it.”
4. Their study showed that estate planners avoid philanthropy. Few clients were prompted to
consider legacy gifts in their beneficiary status or combine trust efforts with their investing
strategy. Advisors either did not have the background to address these options or did not see
value in the conversations because they did not make money off those transactions and work.
We recognize these topics can be “scary” or “complicated”! We appreciate all gifts, no matter
their amount, to the Foundation, Church, and the organizations we serve. If you have already
recognized our congregation in your legacy planning, please consider letting us know. We also have
resources for your navigation of these strategies through our Regional Gift Planner, Lisa
Higginbotham, of ELCA Foundation. You are welcome to call or email her anytime with questions
regarding your gift planning. Lisa.higginbotham@elca.org, 805.910.5048.
Stanford Social Innovation Review, Philanthropy’s Missing Millions, Oct. 16, 2017, Jennifer Xia and Patrick Schmitt
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PRESCHOOL
The Preschool continues to do well. The June 3rd Trike-A-Thon raised significant funds; one
child’s parents made a sizeable contribution. Enrollment continues through the summer and
this year-round schedule provides excellent revenue. One additional teacher is returning,
which permits expansion by 12 more students. The Council is comparing teacher salaries to
ensure our Preschool meets or exceeds current salary levels.
BACK TO CHURCH WEEKEND
A weekend event for September 11th and 12th is being planned to get people to re-engage
with ORC. Activities will include a fair (with games, crafts, and bounce house), BBQ, and a
concert with an Elvis impersonator on Saturday and a return to pre-Covid worship services on
Sunday.
FINANCES
May giving was excellent; ORC received two cell tower payments; Sunnyside paid for May and
June; a tech grant was also received; the Building Fund is below budget but the Special Day of
Giving is continuing through the end of the year and the goal is to pay for the costly plumbing
project and build up a reserve.
SALE OF PASTOR’S RESIDENCE
Escrow closed June 28th and Pastor Brian and Wendy have relocated to an apartment which
is leased through March 2022. The funds saved due to the absence of a mortgage payment
will be deposited into the Building Fund.
NEW COUNCIL MEMBER
Lorrie Klevos was appointed to the Church Council, with a full congregational vote slated for
December.
TRANSITION COMMITTEE
Carol Tuntland agreed to be the lead for this committee, which needs to be functioning at
least three months before Pastor’s retirement.
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK
A first draft has been created and the handbook will be sent to the Pacific Synod office for
review and approval.
COUNCIL ACTION SHEET
An action sheet with current projects, the Council member assigned to the task, and the
project’s status has been created to ensure items are addressed and completed. Some
current topics are the church doors, the cell tower lease, and annuity proposals from
Thrivent.
SANCTUARY ROOF
It was suggested that a spot on the sanctuary be reviewed for dry rot. Jim Huffman will be
assisted by a volunteer and prepare a report for the Council.

Page 8

Redeemer Reflections

HEALTH NEWS
At Home Covid Vaccinations
Orange County Health Care Agency provides at home Covid-19 vaccinations to Orange
County community members who are:
•Only able to be transported by ambulance and stretcher; and/or
•On a ventilator; and/or
•Have severe behavioral challenges prohibiting them from leaving home.
Call the OC Covid-19 Hotline for yourself or a loved one
at 714.834.2000 to make arrangements.

Providence St. Joseph Vaccine Clinic Sites
Get a Covid-19 vaccine at one of the following sites through July 30th:
•Mondays:
Buena Park Community Center 6688 Beach Blvd., Buena Park
•Tuesdays:
Whitten Community Center
900 S. Melrose Ave, Placentia
•Wednesdays: Garden Grove Sports & Rec.
13641 Deodara Drive, Garden Grove
•Thursdays:
Orangethorpe United
2351 W. Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton
Methodist Church
•Fridays:
La Habra Community Center
101 W. LaHabra Blvd, La Habra
All sites are open 8:30 am until 4:30 pm and walk-ins are welcome.
To make an appointment, go to https://myturn.ca.gov/

SPECIAL DAY OF GIVING
Continues
ORC’s fundraiser, “A Special Day of Giving” began on Sunday, June 6th, and will continue
throughout 2021. With a goal of $50,000, funds will be used to (1) match special grant
funds for audio-visual equipment and (2) replenish the Building Fund, which has been
depleted due to several expensive, but necessary, repairs and projects for the church
campus.
The technology funds will be used to purchase new equipment to enable ORC to live
stream worship, funerals, memorials, weddings, and other events. ORC recordings will
have a consistent, professional quality that staff personal technology cannot provide.
Making services available to those who are unable to physically attend is an important
part of ORC’s involvement in the lives of our members and community.
Funds in excess of the matching grant ($4,000) will replenish the Building Fund.
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Continuing to Learn: Tackling Injustice
“Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”
(1 John 3:18)
As Christians, we are called to love one another not just in speech, but in truth and action. Part of
living out this call involves listening to each other, learning what people in our community and in
our country experience, and helping our society treat ALL PEOPLE with dignity, equality, and
justice.
A number of Our Redeemer members have formed a group to continue to learn and seek to
address racial injustice. So far, the group has focused on learning about structural racism and how
it impacts our lives in ways we don’t often see. On June 30th, a Zoom meeting was held to discuss
ELCA Pastor Lenny Duncan’s book Dear Church. On July 14th at 7 pm on Zoom, we will discuss the
Netflix series Amend: The Fight for America. Please join us for this upcoming discussion. Contact
Pastor Jill or a member of the team for more information.

MONTH AT-A-GLANCE
Mondays
Tuesdays

@ 11am
@ 12pm
@ 7pm
Wednesdays @6pm
Thursdays @ 7am
@ 7pm
Saturdays @ 9am

Grief Support Group (Patio )
Pastor’s Bible Study (Patio and via Zoom)
Praise Team Recording (Sanctuary)
Boy Scouts Meeting (North Hall)
Men’s Zoom Bible Study (led by Lynn Badertscher)
Adoration Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
Lord’s Pantry (Patio)

July 5
July 11
July 12
July 12
July 12
July 12
July 13
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 24
July 27

Office Closed (Independence Holiday)
Blood Pressure Sunday
Sincerity Circle (Zoom)
Ministry Resources Meeting (Choir Room)
Preschool Board Meeting (Choir Room)
Grace Circle
Staff Meeting
Church Council (Zoom)
Discussion Group: Racial Justice (Zoom)
New Faith Circle
Book Club
New Joy Circle

@ 1pm
@ 4:15pm
@ 5pm
@ 7pm
@ 1:30pm
@ 7pm
@ 7pm
@ 7pm
@ 2pm
@ 7pm

The Church Calendar is available to view at www.orcgg.org
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
Thomas Kent
Debra Garcia
Michelle Timothy
Aidan (Akash) Patel
Theresia Dickman
Yvonne Bischof
Jean Peppmuller
Margaret Garceau
Bryan Edmondson
Tim English
Chris Guardino
Ashley Bacon
Joe Kingswold
Linda Veres
Claire Leeb
Peggy Yanda
Jerry Englehardt
Margie Pyle
Luis Garcia
Brenda Prothero
Mary Murphy
Patty Erickson
George Matthews
Pastor Brian Taylor
Abigail Mendoza
Joanne Davey
Will Fleming
Corky Krabbenhoff
Aubrey Erickson
Ruth O’Connor
Aidan Bair
George Hultgen
Barbara Howery

July 3rd
July 3rd
July 3rd
July 5th
July 6th
July 9th
July 9th
July 11th
July 12th
July 12th
July 13th
July 14th
July 14th
July 14th
July 15th
July 16th
July 17th
July 17th
July 19th
July 20th
July 21st
July 21st
July 23rd
July 24th
July 25th
July 25th
July 27th
July 28th
July 29th
July 29th
July 29th
July 30th
July 31st

HELP Our Redeemer Preschool
Our desire is to reach the
children of our community.
Your POSITIVE REVIEW on
Facebook and Yelp can help
us increase our enrollment.

Anniversaries
KEEP CONNECTED
at Our Redeemer!
If you would like more
information about any
meeting or activity,
contact the church office
(office@orcgg.org or
714.539-9541)

Jennifer & John Leeb July 18th
Lori & Jim Myers
July 23rd
Patty & Chris Erickson July 30th

ORC BOOK CIRCLE
Do you love to read? ORC’s
Book Circle generally meets
at the church on the fourth Saturday of each month at 2pm
for fellowship and a discussion of the book of the month. We
read a variety of literature, current and classic, fiction and non
-fiction. All avid readers at ORC and their friends are invited
to join us. For more info, call Ron Stearns at 714.891.9462.
July’s Meeting:

July 24th @2pm (Church)

July’s Book

Shroud for a Nightingale
by P. D. James

August’s Book

In the Shadow of the Banyan
by Vedday Ratner

Sept’s Book

The Giver of Stars
by Jojo Moyes

“There are greater crimes than burning books;
one of those is not reading them.” ̴ Ray Bradbury
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Special Dates This
Month:
Monday, July 5th
School Closed
Wednesday, July 7th
Making S’mores
Thursday, July 15th
National Gummi
Worm Day!
Wednesday, July 27th,
and
Thursday, July 28th
Bring your favorite ZOO ANIMAL
to school day!

July
Birthdays!
Miss Charlee
Penny S.

July 10th
July 23rd

HELP Our Redeemer Preschool
Use SCRIP to shop online and the Preschool receives
a percentage of your spending!
Register for SCRIP:
1) Go to www.shopwithscrip.com;
2) Click “Sign In” at the top right corner;
3) Click “Register” button at the top right corner;
4) Click “Join a Scrip Program;”
5) Enter “8LE9DDD259398” in the Enrollment
Code box and click register.
Complete Presto Pay to enable online payment:
1) Click “Dashboard” at the top of the page;
2) Scroll down to the bottom and click the “Yes
and I Agree” button;
3) Complete all the information under “Please enter your bank account information below”;
4) Click the “I’m not a robot” checkbox and then
click the “Next” button at the bottom left;
5) Click the “Return to Dashboard” button at the
bottom.
Start Ordering:
1) Click the “Express Order” button;
2) Click the “Browse” tab on the top left side of the
screen;
3) Select the vendor from which you would like to
purchase;
4) Select the Denomination and Quantity to order.
Click “Add to Cart” button;
5) When ready to process your order, click the
“Cart” button at the top right side of the screen;
6) Select Payment Options and click the “Submit
Order” button.
You are finished!
Note: You will see 2 deposits in your bank account
for small amounts. Scrip is verifying your info.

