
 

 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/
OurRedeemerLC 

 
Stay updated with the latest  

info and photos. 
 

INSTAGRAM:  
@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 

EMAIL:  
office@orcgg.org  

Sign up to receive updates and 
the monthly newsletter by email. 

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives! 
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, 
ELCA 

12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 

Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 

Starting April 11th 
See Holy Week Schedule  

For Easter Worship 
 

Get on the mailing list and the    
worship service comes to you! 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday:  

9:00 to 2:00 PM 
Closed Friday 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule: 
 

Palm Sunday, March 28th 
8:30 & 10:00 AM on the patio 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st 

7 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

12 Noon & 7 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th 

8 AM & 9:15 Festival Worship  

in the Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Festival Worship on the patio 
 

Worship happens online and in person!  



 

 

Dear Friends: 
2 years ago we filled out a survey on “Congregational Vitality.”  The 
survey came back that we say ourselves as having vitality, & sustainable 
in the near future, but not sustainable in the long term, given the age of 
the congregation and lack of younger families and new members. 
The church council is in the process of developing a task force to explore 
the long term sustainability of Our Redeemer. 
The key question is this:  

Are we concerned with the survival of Our Redeemer as a congregation so that we can 
continue to enjoy the benefits of a caring congregation that ministers to its members? 

Or 
Are we are congregation passionate about spreading the love of Christ to others in our 
community, and developing ministries that meet their needs and not just ours? 
 
The first thing we need to do is celebrate all the ways this congregation has been & is 
a vital organization in our community. Think about the ways we have had an impact 
on our community: summer swim program, quality preschool, Lord’s Pantry, SHIP 
house, Real Help, Living Pictures, support of our rental congregations (Victory 
Outreach and Emmanuel Samoan Church), Sunnyside Mortuary, a boy scout troop that 
has produced numerous eagle scouts, a grief group open to the public, VBS that 
enrolls many children from the community, welcoming community volunteers to do 
service hours, & other worship, education and fellowship activities. Most recently the 
congregation has expanded its online presence to provide inspiring worship to shut-ins 
& guests, and provide a special children’s worship. “Well done, thou good & faithful 
servants!” 
Yet, with all that, membership continues to decline.  People in this community have 
not been drawn to develop a deeper relationship with God in this place.  Where do we 
go from here? 
-What are the needs of our preschool families and families of scouts already using our 
campus? 
-What are the needs of families with children attending Zeyen and Stanford 
Elementary Schools? 
-How can we be a part of the community conversation on racism or other issues? 
-What gifts do we have that could benefit the community? 
-Are there ways to expand our music ministries? 
It is important that we NOT start with: what do we have to do to survive in 10 years, 
but we start with: what is God calling us to do NOW? 
While the Vitality study raised issues of long term sustainability, it also reflected that 
we are a vital congregation with a joyful heart for worship and service.  Finally, let us 
remember the wise adage from our 50th anniversary: we may not know what the 
future hold, but we do know who holds the future. 
Whatever the future hold, let us face it bravely and confidently, knowing the Christ has 
made a difference in our lives, and together, we can make a difference for Christ in 
the community around us. 
 In Christ, 

  Pastor Brian 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jill Disbro 

Dear Friends, 
 
At long last we are back! What a wonderful Easter gift it is to be able 
to return to in-person worship, in-person Bible study, and other in-
person ministries. These last several months have been difficult for 
many of us. Some in our congregation and many people we know 
have been impacted by the virus. I personally have felt the difficulty 
of being isolated from others and missing planned trips to see family. 
And I know I’m not the only one.  
 

In many ways, this long winter of isolation has echoed our Lenten preparations. As 
our Lenten journey has prompted us to face the weight of our sin, we have also felt 
the weight of separation and isolation in recent months. As we remember the death 
of Jesus on Good Friday, we recognize that we have also faced the heavy toll of 
death and suffering during this last COVID surge. And finally, as we celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection, we too are emerging from this difficult period with new energy 
to connect in fellowship with one another and do God’s work in the world. 
 
Easter this year seems to come with added joy as we begin to reopen for in-person 
activities that have been so dearly missed. And while I am relieved and excited for 
what this means for all of us, I am also mindful that this is not yet a return to 
normal. Many in our congregation are fully vaccinated, while others are not yet 
eligible, and many in our community have struggled to access the vaccine. I 
celebrate with all those who are able to safely get back to normal activities with 
other vaccinated people, and I also remain cautious for myself and others who are 
not yet vaccinated. For me, this means that I will continue to wear masks around 
everyone and maintain 6-feet distance. As much as possible, I hope to have 
conversations and after-worship fellowship with people outdoors. As a 
congregation, we have all worked very hard to prioritize the safety of those around 
us and I am grateful that we continue with our precautions to keep everyone safe. 
 
There is indeed a light at the end of the tunnel. And as I celebrate the hope of the 
resurrection, I also have hope that God continues to guide us out of this crisis. How 
fitting it is to celebrate Christ’s emergence from the tomb as we begin to emerge 
(albeit slowly and cautiously) from this pandemic. Christ really is risen! Christ is 
risen, indeed, alleluia! 
 

 Pastor Jill 
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A Synopsis of the Our Redeemer Church Council’s Meeting, March 6, 2021 
  
        President David Frostad opened meeting at 7:01 p.m.  Devotions: Tom Roedl: 
Christian Fasting. 
 
  
1.       Robin Hoyle asked permission for Boy Scouts to resume meeting in person every 
Wednesday in Endter Hall. Action approved. 
2.       Council minutes of February approved. Financial report also approved. 
3.       Thanks given to Sue Hanson for coordinating and securing vaccination 
appointments for ORC members. 
4.       Summer Swim Program to resume this year, but scaled back per federal/state 
guidelines. 
5.       Open up for worship Holy Week per Opening Committee decision. 
6.       Giving down last month, but overall optimistic about financial situation. 
7.       New HVAC (air conditioner) for Church Offices. Paid from the Building Fund. 
8.       New Water heater installed in SHIP House. Paid with SHIP funds. 
9.       $510.00 donated to Heidi Bair’s NPO was not used by her. Consequently, in 
keeping with her desire, the council voted unanimously to send that amount to Baja Love, 
a Mexican based center for disabled children. 
10.   Pre-School continues to grow. Finances are in the black. Raising funds through 
selling See’s Candy prior to Easter. 
11.   Four annuities under advisement by council to be moved from conservative to more 
moderate investments. Contact to be made with Thrivent agent H.E. Durbin. 
12.   Discussed Vitality-Sustainability report of 2018 and future outreach program 
possibilities. 
13.   ORC Employee Handbook is in progress. 
14.   Replacement of Sanctuary Doors also taken under advisement: Cost and material. 
15.   WELCA – Valentine goodies a success. 
16.   We are considering a capital campaign to pay for the Sanctuary Doors.  
17.   Cell Tower contract still in discussion at this time: per monthly income both present 
and future. 
18.   Next Council Meeting on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  via ZOOM. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry Collier 
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Lenten Learnings: Conversations about Race and White Privilege 
 

Thank you to all those who joined the Wednesday evening Lenten Learnings conversations these last 
5 weeks. Each week we had over 30 people participating in discussions about race and white privilege 
and our role in addressing systems of injustice. 
 
As followers of Christ, we are called to love one another in all our differences and to work together 
toward a world where all people are treated justly and equally. While we have moved as a society 
away from the overt bigotry of our past, today’s laws, institutions, and unequal wealth distribution 
continue to leave minority groups behind, especially Black Americans. So in order to love our 
neighbors, we are called to confront the legacy of slavery, Jim Crow, and legal segregation to work 
toward systemic equality and racial justice. While some of this work overlaps with questions of policy, 
treating everyone fairly and undoing the systems that keep white people advantaged over others is not 
about politics. It’s about humanity, and it’s about celebrating the beauty of God’s diverse creation. 
 
This is a complicated topic and one that cannot be fully examined in just five weeks. But those who 
participated in the Lenten Learnings series courageously took on the challenge to begin the 
conversation, always rooted in the love we have for God, for our neighbors, and for one another. 
These are some of the topics we covered: 
 
2/24 - Introductions; What is white privilege and what is racism? 
3/3 - How is whiteness the norm in our culture and where do we locate ourselves in white privilege? 
3/10 - How did we get here? Historical roots of whiteness and systemic racism in the US (Facilitated 
by Jim Tyler, from Pacifica Synod’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Working Group) 
3/17 - How does racism manifest in different sectors of our lives today (healthcare, housing, policing, 
and education)? 
3/24 - Where do we go from here? How can we be good allies? 
 
We just barely scratched the surface in these topics and the learning continues. I have begun to 
compile a spreadsheet full of resources that includes: articles, books, faith-based resources, podcasts, 
movies and videos, and resources for families and children. I encourage anyone who would like to 
know more, to explore some of the materials in this resource. You can also contact me for 
recommendations if you have any trouble accessing this list. And I encourage all of us to continue to 
consider ways that we can be good allies to people of color and work together toward a world shaped 
by God’s peace and justice for all people. 
 
Thanks for your engagement! 
 
Pastor Jill 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EUXgDViXQN39imBgCUZQaWVr8r9himoW4zI6ct8yNp0/edit#gid=869862889
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Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety of literature, 

current and classic, fiction and non-fiction.  We are returning to meeting together as 
restrictions ease. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join us.  Call Ron 
Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.  Up-coming selections include: 

 

April Educated, A Memoir, by Tara Westover 

May  Human Equality is a Contingent Fact of History,  
  by Stephen Jay Gould 

June Wild Bill, the True Story of the American Frontier’s First   
 Gunfighter, by Tom Clavin 

July  Shroud for a Nightingale, by P. D. James 
 

“There are greater crimes than burning books;  
one of those is not reading them.”  -  Ray Bradbury 

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS at OUR REDEEMER 
 

We have two memorial scholarships at Our Redeemer and now is the time of year when we open the period for 
applications.  The two scholarships are: 
 

Phil Lochhaas Memorial Scholarship 

This scholarship honors Phil Lochhaas, who was the Youth Director in our congregation, and who was involved in 
many other ministries here, also.  Members of Our Redeemer who are pursuing a college education are eligible to 
apply.  Applicants will need to show that they will be enrolled in a degree-granting program this coming fall.  This 
scholarship is not competitive and all who apply will be awarded scholarship assistance. 
 

Pat Stearns Memorial Scholarship 

This scholarship honors Pat Stearns, who was a registered nurse and who regarded nursing as not just a profession, 
but a calling as well.  This scholarship is open to all who are pursuing a career in nursing in an accredited program.  
This is an opportunity for members of Our Redeemer to reach of our congregation and into our community to support 
those studying nursing.  This scholarship is competitive and not all who apply are guaranteed support, although we 
have been able to do that in the past. 
 

Applications are available from the church office.  This year, scholarship applications will be due  to the office by 
Monday, June 7. 

Campus Updates: 
Pictures of Preschool 

rooms! 



 

 

Campus Updates! 
We have been able to get lots of projects done thanks to donations, Thrivent Grants and lots of volunteers on 
Saturdays.  
 

The church restrooms are coming along. The ladies restroom is getting a skim coat to get the walls flat (that drywall 
has taken a beating over the years) and the ceiling is new! It will get a nice coat of paint and then we can start using 
them again. These restrooms are the first thing folks see when they come on campus.  

 

The preschool is getting a garden! The grass has been removed, the 
dirt is getting prepared and we have a walk way for the children so they 
can see their plants growing without stepping on them. If you pull in the 
driveway to go to the back parking lot, you will see it on the right hand 
side as you pull in.  
 

The preschool hallway has a new light, Room 1 is getting a complete 
overhaul-new paint-floors, ceiling and cabinets (we hope to be able to 
open a new classroom-it will be ready), Room 3-got it’s doors painted 

and it’s plastic ceiling tiles replaced so it is brighter in there, Room 4-got some much needed caulking in the doorways 
and water damaged ceiling tiles replaced. The preschool workroom is getting organized. All the classrooms are getting 
new electrical outlets that are child safe and grounded.  

 

The North Hall kitchen got a new floor (it’s beautiful), and the plan is to 
paint the cabinets and ceiling. It hasn’t been updated in a lot of years.  
 

The playground tables got several coats of color restorer/finish so they are 
much easier to clean. The pool house is being cleaned out and organized. 
The giant cracked playhouse was removed leaving room for more large 
motor skill activities.  
 

Endter Hall kitchen is getting a 
good cleaning. The volunteer brought her own shelf paper and is cleaning 
and relining all the shelves, moving all the dishes and cleaning and then will 
work on the pantry. 
 

Our sound system in Endter Hall got rebuilt and works great. We prayed for 
a volunteer who knew something about sound systems at our staff meeting 
and in the evening one showed up to volunteer. It is now stored safely way 
in the cabinets for when we need it! 

 

The bathroom in the sacristy desperately needed some love. It 
got a skim coat on the back wall that has water damage and it is 
ready to paint. 
 

Jim and the volunteers have gotten the grounds looking 
amazing for Easter. Jim has been great with all of the volunteers 
and letting them use their skills for projects.  
 

Our biggest need is Thrivent Grants-if you haven’t used them 
yet this year-contact Patty. Our other need is financial donations 
to pay the painter-His skill (and spray machine) make a lot of 

upgrading possible. If you would like to make a donation, contact Patty or Pastor.  
 

Our big goal is to finish upgrading the North Hall kitchen and extend the new floor into North Hall to cover the holes left 
by removing the inoperable heater.  
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Zoom Meetings at Our Redeemer! 
Our Redeemer has several meetings on campus and on Zoom. Grief Group, Bible 
studies, WELCA circles, Council, Committee Meetings and Sunday Coffee hour to 

keep us connected. If you would like to join any of these, please email 
office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539-9541. 

We have Coffee Hour 
on Zoom to chat and 

connect with  
one another. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Studying this week’s scripture along with a 

crossword puzzle Noon-on the patio and on ZOOM. 

Men’s Zoom Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7:00AM  
led by Lynn Badertscher 
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Grief Group 

Meets every Monday on the patio. 

Please wear your mask while on campus. 
 

What’s happening on 
Campus? 

 
All of our rental groups are resuming activities. 

Victory Outreach, Samoan church and Sunny side. 
The Boy Scout group is meeting again in person.  
Some of our small groups are resuming in person 

meetings.  
 

Our calendar is available on our website. 
 

Our main concern is everyone’s safety. 
 

Masks are required while on campus.  
Meetings are encouraged to be outside  

so folks can social distance.  
  

Thank you to everyone who 

participated in  

Our Redeemer Preschool’s  

See’s Candy Fundraiser! 
 

The preschool was able to  

purchase some large motor skill 

items for the playground. 

 

You are a 

blessing! 
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Would you like to get more out of worship? 
 

 Our Tuesday noon Bible study looks at the lessons for the coming 
Sunday each week. You will better understand the lessons, which will help 
you better understand the sermon & the themes for the day. 
 
 Bible Study not only is a learning opportunity, but it is an oppor-

tunity for fellowship & sharing. All you have to do is click on your e-mail link and you will be connected to 
Pastor Brian or Pastor Jill and the study group. 
 You don’t have to answer  any questions. You don’t have to say anything. You can just sit in 
and listen.  But you’re always welcome to share if you’d like. 

We meet every Tuesday on the patio at church 
and on Zoom. Check it out! 
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OUR REDEEMER 
PRESCHOOL 

Michael B.                        April 23rd 

Special Dates  

Happy Birthday 
to you! 

~Thursday, April 1st~                          

Easter Egg Hunt 

~Friday, April 2nd~                                   

Center Closed for Good Friday 

~Thursday, April 16th~    

National Pajama Day  

~Thursday, April 22nd~                                                            

Earth Day 

 

Wear your PJ’s to   
School Day 

Friday, April 16th! 

Easter Egg Hunt  
We are asking for each child that attends 
on Thursday, April 1st to please bring 12 

Plastic Eggs filled with a Special Treat 
inside, for example; Stickers, Small Toy or  

Small Candy. 
Egg Hunt will be around 11:00 

School will be closed on                                    
Friday, April 2nd 

We will celebrate Earth Day on 
Thursday, April 22nd 



 

 

OUR REDEEMER 

 STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 
RevBST@aol.com 

 

Intern Pastor 
Jill Disbro 

Jill.Disbro@gmail.com 
 
 

Office Manager 
Rebecca G. Terrones 

office@orcgg.org 
 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com 

 

Executive Admin 
Assistant 

Patty Erickson 
Thepattywagon15@aol.com 

 

Organist 
John Glessner 

 
Children’s Choir  
Sharon Edmondson 
sharonedmo@sbcglobal.net 

 
Bookkeeper 
Kim Radford 

 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

714-539-6643 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman                   
Huffdog@aol.com 

You can also leave a message                       
for any of our staff at the                             
office at 714-539-9541 

 

Redeemer Reflections  
is a publication of  

Our  Redeemer Church.  
Newsletter Deadline for  

submissions is noon  
on the 15th of each month. 

  
Sunday Reflections  (announcements)  

deadline is 9 am Wednesday morning for the weekly 
bulletin. This allows us to get the bulletin to our 

friends that don’t have online access.  
 

Thanks for your cooperation!!! 
Please submit  to office@orcgg.org.  

Articles may be edited for content and space. 

Our Redeemer Health Ministry  
and the Church Council 

would like to encourage you to stay safe by 
getting vaccinated, wearing a mask, washing 

your hands, social distancing and taking 
precautions. 

 
Here are a few sites to get more info: 

www.dcd.gov 
https://myturn.ca.gov/ 

https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-vaccine-
resources 

 
 


