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Redeemer Reflections 

 

WEBSITE:�

www.orcgg.org�

�

“Like” us on �

FACEBOOK: �

facebook.com/

OurRedeemerLC�

�

Stay updated with the latest �

info and photos.�

�

INSTAGRAM: �

@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca�

�

EMAIL: �

office@orcgg.org �

Sign up to receive updates and 

the monthly newsletter by email.�

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives!�
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, 

ELCA�

12301 Magnolia Street�

Garden Grove, Calif. 92841�

Phone: (714) 539�9541�

FAX: (714) 539�7672�

Preschool: (714) 539�6643�

�

Email: �

office@orcgg.org�

�

�

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:�

We will have outdoor worship�

When we enter the red tier�

We will always have online 

worship on Facebook and our 

website�

�

Get on the mailing list and the    

worship service comes to you!�

�

OFFICE HOURS:�

Monday�Thursday: �

8:30 to 3:30 PM�

Closed Friday�

�

Midweek Lenten Reflections �

Every Wednesday online�

Lenten Learnings�

March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th�

@7:00 pm on ZOOM�

�

Make some soup and �

join us each Wednesday.�

�

�

Holy Week Schedule:�

Palm Sunday, March 28th�

Maundy Thursday, April 1st�

Good Friday, April 2nd�

Easter Sunday, April 4th�

�
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Dear Friends:�

� It’s hard for me now to believe that I had hoped we would be able 

to be back in worship for Easter LAST YEAR!  Here we are a full year later 

and we are still at levels that far exceed those numbers last year at this 

time.  Call me Pollyanna if you want, but I still hope and expect to be 

back in church for Easter THIS YEAR.�

� Although the government would allow us to come back to worship 

right now under restrictive guidelines, our church council has decided to 

take a cautious attitude toward reopening for worship.  We will wait until the county is 

at the Red tier of infections (which may have occurred by the time you read this).  

With an older congregation, we figure it is better to be safe than sorry.�

� This has been a difficult decision to make.  As you know, I personally crave social 

interaction.  I am being deprived of the things I most like to do as a pastor.  There are 

no hospital or nursing home visits, I have severely restricted shut�in calls, and there 

has been no in person worship for weeks.  I hate it!  �

� BUT…there is a light at the end of the tunnel.  Members are receiving their 

vaccine shots (even thought I have not yet been able to get an appointment), numbers 

are declining, vaccine production is up, and there is hope.  Yes, there is still hope for a 

sanctuary filled with Easter Lilies, and hymns of praise for our God of resurrection and 

life.�

� I sometimes feel ashamed when I start to whine or complain about this past 

year, when I read the Scriptures and I am reminded of the 400 plus years the 

Israelites were slaves in Egypt, or the 40 years they wandered in the wilderness or the 

70 years they were in exile in Babylon or the years that Christians were persecuted for 

their faith in Rome.  �

� How can I complain when I still have all the food I want to eat, when I have 

hundreds of channels for entertainment, when I have books and puzzles, and so much 

to enjoy?  Every Sunday morning, I make Swedish crepes with Lingonberries for 

breakfast, and then get to enjoy worship online and take Holy Communion with 

Wendy.  �

� And yet I complain.  If you read the Scriptures, Solomon was right: “there is 

nothing new under the sun.”  I, we, are like the generations who have come before us, 

and who will come after us.�

� And then I am reminded of St. Paul when he prayed and prayed for healing of 

his mysterious: thorn in the flesh.  Paul’s requests for healing were denied, and God 

comforted him with the same words many of us need to hear today: My grace is 

sufficient for you.  �

� May we all continue to focus our eyes upon the cross.  There we are reminded of 

the depth of a God who would die so we might have life.  There we are reminded of 

grace that forgives all the whining and complaining and lack of faith that we have 

shown this past year.  There we are reminded that despite all our failings: “My grace is 

sufficient for you.”  �

� Thank you again for your grace.  Thank you for your daily gifts.  Thank you for 

your promise of eternal life.  And yes, thank you for the hope of a better year to come!�

� In Christ,�

� � Pastor Brian�

Reflections from the Pastor� �

by Pastor Brian Taylor�
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor� �

by Pastor Jill Disbro�

Dear friends,�

�

Although we have not yet been able to get back together in�person for 

worship and fellowship, this past month at Our Redeemer has 

continued to be incredibly, and joyously full. We continued our usual 

online services, responding and adapting to CDC guidance. We 

continued gathering online with our confirmation youth, and I resumed 

online first communion classes, children’s chapel, and confirmation 

classes with children and youth from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 

Santa Ana. Valentine’s Day brought joyful connection through WELCA’s 

goodie box deliveries and on Ash Wednesday we began our yearly 

Lenten journey of repentance and turning toward Christ on the cross. We also began 

our Lenten Learning series on race and white privilege with more than 30 people 

signed up to participate on Zoom.�

�

Through all the busy�ness and newness, music has been a source of reflection and 

clarity for me, particularly around the idea of peace. Last week, during our first 

online, midweek Lenten service, we sang “Lord, let my heart be good soil.” In this 

season of Lent, through our conversations around challenging topics like race, I hear 

this simple prayer. “Lord let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is 

understood.” This last part has especially struck me in the last weeks; we don’t just 

seek to love one another for the sake of harmony and avoidance of conflict, but we 

seek loving relationship that understands true, reconciliatory peace, peace that 

acknowledges our differences, acknowledges our hearts, and overcomes divisions 

through real understanding and justice.�

�

Another song I encourage you to listen to that has been on my heart recently is “We 

Will Make No Peace,” sung by musicians at Edmonds United Methodist Church in 

Edmonds, Washington. So often in Church we talk about seeking peace, but this song 

declares “we will make no peace.” It says “We will make no peace with oppression… 

We will stand against injustice of every form… arm in arm with our neighbors till we 

all stand free.” Then it goes on to say, “Almighty God, help us not to be afraid. 

Almighty God, give us your strength.” Working toward peace that brings true justice 

and reconciliation is not easy work. It often brings conversations that make us 

uncomfortable, it means putting ourselves out there and being vulnerable. And when 

the self�defeating fear and discomfort surface in me, I remember this line: Almighty 

God, help me not to be afraid; Almighty God, give me your strength.�

�

I have been so moved and inspired this last month to see how many people in this 

congregation are willing to step into this work. To hear things and learn things about 

our society and ourselves that may make us uncomfortable. We have all courageously 

trusted in God’s presence and God’s strength to shape the way we seek true and 

lasting peace. As we continue our conversations this month during Lent, I look 

forward to the ways we are courageous together, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, to learn and grow together toward this justice�seeking, reconciliatory peace.�

�

� Peace be with you,�

�

 Pastor Jill 
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FINANCES 

The church is reviewing its accounting procedures. There are no major issues, just trying to gain a 

more accurate picture of our financial standing.   

We are in good financial shape. There are adequate reserves in the bank & our giving is strong.   

We expect that the PPP loan from the government last year will be forgiven once paperwork has been 

processed. That will turn what is currently a loan/liability into an asset. That will further strengthen our 

financial standing. 

There was discussion on what we include in determining our percentage of benevolence giving. We 

currently only include Member giving & plate offerings to determine our 10% that we give to the 

Synod. The question was raised: Should we consider our rental income ($100,000+) and our Building 

Fund giving ($66,000+) in determining our percentage of giving.  If that income was included in 

determining our benevolence giving, we would be giving less than 7% to the synod. 

FACILITY USE 

The council adopted new guidelines for the rental of our facilities. With Sunnyside Mortuary, Victory 

Outreach, and Immanuel Samoan Congregation all using the facilities, we needed clearer guidelines, 

and penalties when events run over the agreed upon time. 

PRESCHOOL 

The preschool has weathered the shut-down last year due to the coronavirus. New students have 

been enrolled in Jan & Feb, we have opened a third classroom, & we are completely full in our 4 year-

old class.   

WORSHIP 

Even though we are allowed to resume restricted worship by the government, the committee to 

reopen for worship is waiting for the purple tier in Orange County to drop to the red tier. At that time, 

we will resume in person worship.   

Because the government allows restricted in person worship, we have allowed our rental groups to 

resume in person worship if they wish, as long as they follow government guidelines. 

LUTHERAN CAMPING 

We are allowing Lutheran Camping to use our mailing list to solicit support for the camps.  They have 

lost most of their funding since they cannot hold events on campus. Camps are the leading source of 

raising up young people to consider ordained ministry. 

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE 

The church council has been taking action to prepare for the eventual retirement of Pastor Brian. We 

adopted an updated constitution, we established the job position of “executive administrative 

assistant”, and we are in process of updating our Employee Handbook and all our job descriptions. 

Taking care of these administrative details now will allow for a smoother transition when that time 

comes. 

BUILDING PROJECTS 

We recently replaced the office Air Conditioning/Heating unit. The only pending major project is the 

replacement of the doors to the sanctuary. We are in process of obtaining bids for either replacing the 

wooden doors with new wooden doors or replacing them with glass doors. That project will need 

congregational approval since all bids are over $8000. 
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Lenten Learnings: Conversations about Race and White Privilege 

 

Sign up now to participate in Pastor Jill’s internship project on race and white privilege. Pastor Jill and 

a small team of leaders in our congregation have been working hard to put together a series of 

conversations to learn together about how our society advantages white people and how we as 

Christians are called to respond. 

 

When: Wednesdays March 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th at 7:00pm 

 

Where: On Zoom (contact Pastor Jill to help troubleshoot if Zoom is a challenge for you) 

 

What: We are using a variety of materials from sources like the ELCA, the United Church of Christ, 

and other videos and articles to guide conversation on the following topics: What is white privilege? 

How does it impact people in different aspects of their lives: education, housing, policing, and health 

care? What does it mean that whiteness is a norm in our culture? Where do we locate ourselves as 

individuals and as a congregation? And what are some things we can do about it? 

 

Brief, pre-recorded midweek Lenten services help provide a theological grounding for our discussions. 

Anyone can access the worship services without signing up or participating in the Zoom conversation, 

although we hope everyone who is interested and able will join us. 

 

Who: Everyone is welcome to participate, even friends and family outside our congregation. No one is 

an expert here, so we will be learning together. Join us each Wednesday. 

  

Why: Because sharing the love of God and loving our neighbors means learning about the things they 

face. We all are children of God and when some of our neighbors suffer, we all suffer. 

Rebecca, our Office Manager will be out March 9th & 10th 

 

She will be donating Stem Cells to a gentleman with late stage cancer.                                                  

She’s been registered through BeTheMarch.org for years, and it all started 

with a cheek swab. If you’re interested in learning more or signing up to 

be a potential donor, you can text COHSAVES TO 61474 or go to 

www.Join.BeTheMatch.org/COHSAVES  

Our book circle generally meets on Zoom the fourth Friday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety of 

literature, current and classic, fic"on and non�fic"on.  With COVID restric"ons in place, we 

are mee"ng on a more irregular basis so exact date and "me may change, but the group is 

s"ll ac"ve.  All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join us.  Call Ron Stearns 

at (714) 891�9462 for more informa"on.  Up�coming selec"ons include:�

March�� A Woman of No Importance, �

� � � � by Sonia Purnell�
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Campus Updates!�

The last few months we went from 4-5 volunteers on Saturday to 24! Our volunteers with experience in painting and 

renovation, Victor & Vu, have really allowed us to improve our campus. All the extra hands allow us to update our campus 

and the more projects for the volunteers to work on, the better our campus looks! In addition to working on cleaning our 

campus, yard work, etc. the white planters were all cleared out, new dirt was added, and the succulents were trimmed. We 

updated all the bulletin boards around campus and deep cleaned all the cubbies in the preschool area. We’ve begun 

working with our Preschool Director and have added some preschool projects that are on the list next. 

 

Thrivent Grants and a Warner Trust Grant have allowed us to purchase paint, flooring, vinyl edging and more. We are 

looking for more folks who have Thrivent Grants available. Please let Patty know. 

 

We have completed the preschool restrooms with new paint on the walls and painted a bright white ceiling. The doors were 

patched and painted, all of the wallpaper was removed, and the stools the students stand on were painted. Yeah! 

 

Next up is the preschool cabinets. They are very dingy and really need an update. We started in Room 1 (which currently 

isn’t in use, but if our enrollment continues at its current pace, we will need it!) - the room was cleared out with our volunteers 

help. Volunteers are currently removing shelf paper and sanding the cabinets in preparation for our volunteers to prime and 

paint. We are using Room 1 as a practice run for Room 2. Room 2 has cabinets with shelf paper that has ‘melted’ onto the 

wood. So far scraping has not produced results and we must venture on to see what will work. If you have any suggestions, 

please let us know! 

 

We would like to paint the ceilings in each of the classrooms as they have become a dirty tan with black marks where the 

heat comes out from the vents. We would need Victor (our painter) to do those. Painting the ceiling costs $150 dollars a day 

and will take 5 days. If you would like to sponsor a day of painting to get the ceilings done, please contact the office. 

 

We are also updating North Hall kitchen. We removed a refrigerator and an oven (we had two of each) that no longer worked 

and underneath, we found broken and loose tiles. We received a Thrivent Grant to purchase new tiles and we have removed 

all the old one. This has become a huge project and we’re still working on removing the the wallpaper (that stuff is really 

stuck on the wall)! 

 

Church Hall Bathroom Update:  

The bathrooms have been painted (a deep, bright green) and we will be painting the doors and trim white. The entrance tiles 

have been replaced with a bright white tile replacing the dark, dingy tiles that were there before. 

 

The ceiling in the ladies room has been replaced from a drop ceiling that would literally drop stuff every time you opened the 

door, to a drywall ceiling. We’ve installed new lighting and a new (to us) mirror, and all that will be left is decoration. We are 

going with a sunflower theme for the ladies restroom and baseball theme for the men’s. If you would like to help with the 

decorations-here is the link to our wishlist from Amazon. https://tinyurl.com/3vhwpwxh 

 

If you want to see the work being done or volunteer your time...stop by on Saturday mornings between 9-11. Everyone 

wears a mask to keep safe. 
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Malcolm Leroy Trevor, (Mac) passed away at the age 86 in Anaheim, CA. He was born in 

Jacksonville, FL to Benjamin Trevor and Doris Mansell Trevor. Mac is survived by his loving wife, 

Patricia Trevor, of Anaheim, CA and four sons, David Trevor, Mark Trevor, Brian Scott Trevor, 

and Sean Trevor, three daughters-in-law, twelve grandchildren, and nine great grandchildren. 

Mac was definitely the leader of the clan and will be missed greatly. 

 

Mac’s entire adult life was lived in service to the United States through U.S. military and U.S. 

Government employment. He served in the U.S. Air Force on active duty for five years as an Air and 

Sea Rescue Pilot flying the SA-16 while serving in Japan. He then served 35 years in the Air Force 

Reserves as an Intelligence Officer. During this time, Mac was awarded two Commendation Medals for Meritorious 

Service. The first reads in part, “Major Trevor superbly served as a Latin American Intelligence Analyst, applying his 

unsurpassed knowledge and keen judgment to the policy in several dangerous crises. Reports required reserve 

participation far in excess of that expected.” The second medal of commendation was awarded to Lt. Col. Malcolm L. 

Trevor for work in the military Intelligence Service. “His superior accomplishments, initiative and superb management 

skills to the Intelligence Headquarters culminate a distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect great 

credit upon himself and the United Stated Air Force.” 

 

While serving in the Air Force Reserves Mac was employed by the U.S. Government Department of State Foreign 

Service. He served at the American Embassy in Lima, Peru, and as the Consular for Administrative Affairs in the 

American embassy, Madrid, Spain. One of the highlights of his career in the Foreign Service was being selected to be 

the Escort Officer for Astronaut Neal Armstrong when the Astronauts spent three days in Madrid on a round the world 

trip. After leaving Madrid, Mac was named by President Richard Nixon to be the American Consul at the Consulate in 

Barcelona, Spain. During his tenure in Barcelona he was instrumental in the capture of an American man on the U.S. 

Most Wanted List. 

 

The last position Mac held for the U.S. Government was 10 years as the Assistant Executive Director of the National 

Capital Planning Commission in Washington DC. This agency is responsible for all of the national monuments in 

Washington DC. One of his responsibilities was to develop the budget each year for the agency and to present it 

before the U.S. Senate for approval. In July, 1979 Mac was inducted as a Charter  

Member of the Senior Executive Service of the United States by President Jimmy Carter. After his retirement from the 

government Mac continued to serve his country by serving the CIA when needed to relocate persons or families who 

because they were informants for the US government were at high risk in their home country. He provided new 

identities for these people and was responsible for transporting them from their home country into the US to the new 

location where they would start their new lives. 

 

However, Mac was more than the outstanding accomplishments of his long career. He loved volunteering and finding 

ways to make life better for others, particularly immigrants and homeless people. He volunteered to translate Spanish to 

English for doctors at the Free Medical Center in Woodstock, VA. He initiated a program in the ELCA Lutheran Church 

Synod VA to provide services of early childhood education, English classes for Spanish speaking adults, training for 

people who worked in banks, schools and other places to help them communicate with Spanish speaking people. One 

of his favorite ways to give back was to serve the homeless. Each year when our church housed the homeless Mac 

loved to have dinner with them, play games with them and sleep on the cots with them during the night. Each month he 

passed out food bags to those in need of food. One day he skipped a meeting he was to attend because he saw an 

older woman who had a cart with all her possessions walking up the highway. Recognizing she was in danger, he 

turned the car around stopped and put all her possessions in the car and drove her several miles away to her 

destination. He didn’t talk about it much but it brought great joy to him. He was truly a face of God to those less 

fortunate. Of course everyone who knew Mac recognized how much he loved his dogs, Sugar and Tinkerbell. At Walnut 

Village where he lived the last four years of his life he loved taking his dogs every Tuesday to visit the patients in the 

Care Center and the Memory House. 
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Zoom Meetings at Our Redeemer! 

Our Redeemer has several Zoom Meetings�Midweek Lenten Reflection, Lenten 

Learnings, Bible studies, WELCA circles, Council, Committee Meetings and Sunday 

Coffee hour to keep us connected. If you would like to join any of these, please 

email office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539�9541.�

We have Coffee Hour 

on Zoom to chat and 

connect with �

one another.�

Pastor’s Bible Study�

Studying this week’s scripture along with a 

crossword puzzle�

Men’s Zoom Bible Study�

Thursdays at 7:00AM �

led by Lynn Badertscher�
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Lenten Learnings on Zoom  

Every Wednesday at 7:00 pm 

Midweek Services are available  

by email, on the website and Facebook. 

�

SHIP Update:�

Thank you to everyone who brought a meal to the SHIP house in February. There was a critical 

need and several folks stepped up. They had a full house.�

�

On Tuesday, February 23rd, SHIP had a graduation for 3 of their residents which was held at 

Our Redeemer. Bertha, Brandon and Christopher are all employed and ready to step out on their 

own. They each received a handmade quilt from the kind folks at St. Simon & Jude Catholic 

Church and a watch with an anchor on it. Families came in to celebrate with them.�

�

New folks are being interviewed to find the candidates that will most likely succeed in the 

program.�

�

SHIP is in a time of transition. �

Please pray for a smooth transition into a new organizational structure. �

�

Congratulations to Bertha (not pictured), Brandon and Christopher. �

May your future be blessed and we pray that you will keep moving 

forward.�
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Larry & Sandy Collier�

3/12/1994    �

26 Years�

�

Gerry & Sue Hanson�

3/18/1972    �

48 Years�

 

3/1 Aaden Borbon 

3/1 Aubree Van Sickle 

3/2 Greg Prechel 

3/2 Joey Pyle 

3/3 Tara Van Sickle 

3/4 Kristin Fitzharris 

3/5 Amaya Bacon 

3/6 Cathy Seabourne 

3/6 Miss Jean-Pre-K Staff 

3/9 Samuel Huffman 

3/11 Jared Venard 

3/13 Dorothy Aanestad 

3/13 Emily Leeb 

3/15 Mary Kingswold 

3/15 Jennifer Leeb 

3/17 Kenny Insouvanh 

3/18 Gladys Ryen 

3/21 Ann Badertscher 

3/22 Susan Nemitz 

3/22 Karen Smith 

3/24 John Glessner 

3/25 Andrew Garcia 

3/25 Darrell Tutland 

3/30 Fran Shigeno 

3/30 Cathy Cisneros 

Would you like to get more out of worship?�

�

� Our Tuesday noon Bible study looks at the lessons for the coming 

Sunday each week. You will better understand the lessons, which will help 

you better understand the sermon & the themes for the day.�

�

� Bible Study not only is a learning opportunity, but it is an oppor-

tunity for fellowship & sharing. All you have to do is click on your e�mail link and you will be connected to 

Pastor Brian or Pastor Jill and the study group.�

� You don’t have to answer  any questions. You don’t have to say anything. You can just sit in 

and listen.  But you’re always welcome to share if you’d like.�

This month, when you get the email from church…�

check out the Bible study�
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OUR REDEEMER 

PRESCHOOL�

Miss Jean March 6th�

Archer M. March 11th�

Savannah  March 16th�

Faith P.� March 29th�

Special Dates �

Happy Birthday�

to you!�

�

~Tuesday, March 2nd~�

Dr. Seuss’s Birthday�

�

�

�

�

~March 15th�26th~�

Spring See’s Candy                

Fundraiser�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

~Wednesday, March 17th~�

St. Patrick’s Day�

Wear Green�

We will be Celebrating Dr. Seuss’s  �

Birthday on Tuesday, March 2nd.�

Come Dressed up as any                                          

Dr. Seuss Character�

See’s Candies�

�

I will be sending the Order Forms on �

Friday, March 12th. �

Please have all order’s and payment in by 

Tuesday, March 30th in order to have 

your candy in by Easter.�

�

(Church folks can call 

the preschool office 

to order��

714�539�6643)�
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OUR REDEEMER�

 STAFF�

�

Senior Pastor�

Brian S. Taylor�

RevBST@aol.com�

�

Intern Pastor�

Jill Disbro�

Jill.Disbro@gmail.com�

�

�

Office Manager�

Rebecca G. Terrones�

office@orcgg.org�

�

�

Director of Music�

Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com�

�

Executive Admin 

Assistant�

Patty Erickson�

Thepattywagon15@aol.com�

�

Organist�

John Glessner�

�

Children’s Choir �

Sharon Edmondson 

sharonedmo@sbcglobal.net�

�

Bookkeeper�

Kim Radford�

�

Preschool Director�

Cindy Myers�

Preschool@ourredeemer�

gardengrove.org�

714�539�6643�

Facilities Manager�

Jim Huffman                   

Huffdog@aol.com�

You can also leave a message                       

for any of our staff at the                             

office at 714�539�9541�

�

Redeemer Reflections �

is a publication of �

Our  Redeemer Church. �

Newsletter Deadline for �

submissions is noon �

on the 15th of each month.�

 �

Sunday Reflections  (announcements) �

deadline is 9 am Wednesday morning for the weekly 

bulletin. This allows us to get the bulletin to our 

friends that don’t have online access. �

�

Thanks for your cooperation!!!�

Please submit  to office@orcgg.org. �

Articles may be edited for content and space.�

Our Redeemer Health Ministry �

and the Church Council�

would like to encourage you to get a �

COVID�19 Vaccine. �

�

Many of our folks have already received the vaccine. 

Let the church office know when you have received 

your vaccine.  Once we get in the red tier and most 

are vaccinated we can meet again safely.�

�

�

Here are a few sites to get more info:�

www.dcd.gov�

https://myturn.ca.gov/�

https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid�19�vaccine�resources�

�

�


