
 

 

Redeemer Reflections 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/
OurRedeemerLC 

 
Stay updated with the latest  

info and photos. 
 

INSTAGRAM:  
@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 

EMAIL:  
office@orcgg.org  

Sign up to receive updates and 
the monthly newsletter by email. 

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that others may 

believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives! 
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, 
ELCA 

12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 

Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
We have outdoor worship 

and online worship. 
Find online worship each                   

Sunday on Facebook and our 
website 

Get on the mailing list and the    
worship services comes to you! 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Wednesday:  
8:30 to 3:30 PM 

Thursdays occasionally 
Closed Friday 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17th 

 
 

Online worship available! 
 

We are working out the details on the 
Imposition of Ashes. We would like to 

do this in the safest way possible.  
  

The imposition of ashes is 
an important reminder of 

our humanity and the 
beginning of our Lenten 

Journey.  
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Dear Friends: 
 The events taking place this past year are a stark reminder of the 
words spoken during Ash Wednesday each year: Dust you are and to dust 
you shall return. 
 As we are approaching 400,000 deaths from Covid-19, two to four 
times higher than what was originally forecast, we are facing death and 
sickness among many in our own families and congregation.  It is wearing 
us down, and it is threatening to overwhelm our hospitals.  Dust you are to 

dust you shall return. 
 As a new administration takes power in the White House, it has been anything but 
a peaceful transition as rioters broke into the Congress Building, killed and injured police 
officers, and threatened to hang Vice President Pence and kill Speaker Nancy Pelosi.  As 
I write this article before January 20th, I fear greater threats of violence in the Capitol 
and in numerous states.  Dust you are and to dust you shall return. 
 We are mindful of the protests against racial injustice and images of George Floyd 
calling for his mother as his life is being taken from him, we have seen images of black 
men shot multiple times in the back, and as we listen, we hear the fears of black families 
for their sons.  Dust you are and to dust you shall return. 
 And with all these images surrounding us, I am drawn to the image of the cross.  
There too is the image of death and injustice.  Unthinkable cruelty as Jesus is whipped, 
stripped, and taken out to be tortured and die.  Dust you are and to dust you shall 
return. 
 Lent is that season of the church year when we solemnly reflect upon the sins of 
humanity and our personal sins as well.  This year, during the season of Lent, Pastor Jill 
will be conducting her intern project on the theme of: racial injustice.  I remember 
growing up in the South and hearing conversations that black people weren’t thought to 
be of the same species as white people, but were fundamentally inferior to whites.  I 
remember being given a ride by a Louisiana policeman who drove me through his town 
and boasted of all the (N……s) they had killed, often for petty crimes.  I remember at my 
last congregation having a black colleague who also taught at the Claremont Colleges 
and had his doctorate, talk about fears of being pulled over by police.  Those of us who 
are white simply have not had to deal with the issue of living with fear or being treated 
differently because of our race.  I find it a hard subject to talk about, and I try to avoid it 
sometimes.  I hope you will join Pastor Jill and me as we listen, share, and seek to find 
ways that we can move toward that dream of Dr. Martin Luther King: 
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal." I have a 
dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood… I 
have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream 
today.” 
 While improvements have been made, let’s listen, share, and see what we can do 
to make “God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven,”  as it relates to issues of 
racial justice. 
Do you have a dream? 
 Pastor Brian 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jill Disbro 

Dear friends, 
 

What a year this has been so far! The end of 2020 felt like such a relief 
after a long and difficult year… and then the beginning of 2021 brought 
more difficult news after more difficult news. I saw a recent internet 
post that really got at the heart of it for me: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All joking aside, January has been hard. I have missed seeing people at in-person 
worship and gathering for Grief Group and Bible Study, I have worried about the 
health of people in our congregation and our community as COVID rages on, and the 
aftermath of January 6th has been stressful. Watching the US Capitol being invaded 
by our own citizens was something I never thought I would experience, and for me it 
has reinforced just how divided we are. 
 

At the same time, in the wake of these difficult events, I’m also reminded of the faith 
and love that unites us. We are people who live in hope, the hope of a resurrected 
Christ through which we are promised a future free from suffering and oppression. So 
in that hope I look toward Lent, a time when we reckon more deeply with our 
sinfulness, not out of shame and despair but out of the hope of repentance, the hope 
of something better. Repentance, metanoia in Greek, refers to a change, to change 
one’s mind and one’s action. As we look toward the resurrection hope of a better 
future, we also take Lent as an opportunity to repent, to change our actions and our 
views to better reflect God’s love and justice. 
 

So part of my metanoia, my turning away from sin this Lent, is to listen and learn 
about the ways that race and white privilege impact the lives of people in our 
congregation, our community, and around the country. As a white person, I am often 
blind to the experiences of people of color and the ways that our systems and 
institutions advantage people like me. By listening and learning together, I hope we 
can begin to challenge some of those systems that keep us from all having equal 
opportunity. 
 

On Wednesday evenings beginning on February 24th, I invite you to join Lenten 
Learnings, Conversations about Race and White Privilege. On Zoom we will learn 
together about the harms of whiteness being the norm in our culture, about racial 
disparities in sectors like housing, education, policing, and healthcare, and share in a 
non-judgmental space about our own histories and perspectives on the issues. You 
can find more information in the newsletter and contact me with any questions. I 
hope through these conversations we can learn at least one way of loving our 
neighbors better by learning about some of the things they experience that we can’t 
always see. Join me in listening and learning, join me in this metanoia, so together 
we can grow to better reflect God’s love and peace. 
 

Pastor Jill 
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The Orange County Health Care Agency (OCHCA) is approved to 
begin vaccinations for people aged 65 and older. For more 
information about vaccination distribution go to the OCHCA 
Website: 
  
https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/phased-approach-vaccine-
distribution. 
 

 
 Sue Hanson shared how to signup: 

 
For OC residents (over 18) go to: 

 
Othena.com 
 
Once there it will say under Patient login 
 
"Currently vaccinating Phase 1A" 
 
There will be a link to describe what Phase 1A means 
There will be a link that describes how the process works (I suggest people click on that to see how it works.  Then go 
back to the home page) 
 
There will be an orange bubble that says "First time user". 
They click on that and go through the registration process. 
After registering they should get a screen that says something like you are now registered. 
Remember the email you used....1 per person...must be different for each person.  Remember your password.  You will 
need both to get into the system later. (This is for all ages. They will let you know when you can get your vaccine.)  
 
It may then tell them they are placed in a waiting room until they can be contacted to make a reservation for the 
vaccine.  They will be contacted by email or text. 
 
Othena now has a phone number people who are not computer savvy can call to help them register.  714-834- 
2000.  They can ask questions about how the steps go toward getting the vaccine.  At this time they do not accept 
PHONE reservations. 
 
I have been told that once registered when it is your turn you will receive an email/text  from Othena.com  with their logo 
heading that says  
 
Your name 
The time that you are allowed to go back onto the site and make a reservation. 
There will be a link to book the appointment. 
 
If you fail to see this email or see it after a set amount of time (not sure what that is) your place is still held in line, but you 
will have to go onto the site yourself using your registration email and password and then make your appointment. 
 
Othena has an app.  I believe it is currently working on Apple devices.  Last I tried on Android it was not, but by now it 
may be.  I'm not sure if it works better than on a PC/MAC. 
 
Also on the site, you can see that over 445,000 people have registered with over 67,000 vaccinated and another 62,000 
with reservations.  I've been watching the numbers vaccinated and they are increasing. So there is hope at the end of 
the tunnel. You can also contact your medical providers to see when they might have the vaccine.  Several people have 
reservations with Memorial and other hospitals.  
 

Thanks to Sue Hanson and the Health Ministry of ORC for this information-many of our folks have 
already gotten the vaccine. Our Church Council and Health Ministry would like to encourage 

everyone to get the vaccine once it is available. 

https://ourredeemergardengrove.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c9e2fc36aff1dcae257db589&id=d5b9cfba89&e=68f43aed3f
https://ourredeemergardengrove.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c9e2fc36aff1dcae257db589&id=d5b9cfba89&e=68f43aed3f
http://othena.com/
http://othena.com/
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Office Update: 
 

We are currently updating the restrooms in the office.  
They received a fresh coat of paint, new mirrors, & decorations.  

Carol Tuntland is working on curtains for the office reception 
windows.  This will allow a little more security since folks won’t 
be able to see in when we aren’t there, and it will provide some 

security so folks won’t see when we are there alone. 
 

Hall Bathroom Update:  
The bathrooms are painted (a deep, bright green) and we will be painting the 

doors and trim white. The entrance tiles have been replaced with a bright 
white tile replacing the dark, dingy tile that was there. 

The ceiling in the ladies room needs to be replaced and an update on the 
decorations will freshen up the rooms. The ladies room had what we think may 
have been the original wallpaper from when it was built or close to it. Jim is 
working on some plumbing issues in the men’s room. Currently they are not 

useable and we direct all in need to use the Endter Hall bathrooms. 
 

The Gazebo: 
The gazebo got a couple 

coats of stain and a 
clear coat to complete 
the finish. It will stand 
up to the weather and 

our use.  

Sending Out Valentine LOVE!!! 
 

On Saturday, February 13th, the WELCA ladies and a few 
helpers will be delivering boxes of goodies to those who 

would like them. It will be a nice pick me up and a chance to 
share God’s Love.  

 
We love because HE first loved us! 

 
If you would like a box of goodies for Valentines Day- 

please let Patty Erickson know at 
Thepattywagon15@aol.com or 714-272-3804. 

 
Would you like to make some heart shaped cookies for the 

goody boxes? Contact Wendy Fitzharris for more info.  
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Watch for our  
Midweek 

Online Lenten Worship  
that begins Wednesday, 

February 17th 

Lenten Learnings: Conversations about Race and White Privilege 
 

Sign up now to participate in Pastor Jill’s internship project on race and white privilege. Pastor Jill and 
a small team of leaders in our congregation have been working hard to put together a series of 
conversations to learn together about how our society advantages white people and how we as 
Christians are called to respond. 
 

When: Five Wednesdays from February 24th - March 24th at 7:00pm 
 

Where: On Zoom (contact Pastor Jill to help troubleshoot if Zoom is a challenge for you) 
 

What: We will be using a variety of materials from sources like the ELCA, the United Church of Christ, 
and other videos and articles to guide conversation on the following topics: What is white privilege? 
How does it impact people in different aspects of their lives: education, housing, policing, and health 
care? What does it mean that whiteness is a norm in our culture? Where do we locate ourselves as 
individuals and as a congregation? And what are some things we can do about it? 
 

Brief, pre-recorded midweek Lenten services will help provide a theological grounding for our 
discussions. Anyone can access the worship services without signing up or participating in the Zoom 
conversation, although we hope everyone who is interested and able will join us. 
 

Who: Everyone is welcome to participate, even friends and family outside our congregation. No one is 
an expert here, so we will be learning together. Please sign up by Feb. 19th by clicking here or by 
contacting Pastor Jill or the office. It is best if you can attend all five Wednesdays, but you are still 
encouraged to participate if you are not available for all the weeks. 
 

Why: Because sharing the love of God and loving our neighbors means learning about the things they 
face. We all are children of God and when some of our neighbors suffer, we all suffer. 

I want to express my gratitude to our church family at Our Redeemer for all the 
calls, cards and visits as Gary went to be with the Lord.  Gary loved all his friends 
at church and enjoyed visiting with Pastor Brian,  the men and the gals too after 
a joyful worship service.  After 55 years of marriage the memories will always be 
cherished. Seems like everyone had a humorous story about Gary and I love 
hearing them.  Thank you for all your prayers and kindness. Blessings,  Connie 



 

 

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer! 
 

To say this year was challenging would be an understatement. Your support has 
allowed us to continue ministry and for so many great thing to happen in 2020.  
• Our church never closed - we may not have been able to meet in person but it 
never closed. Ministry continued, care for one another continued, new ministries 
developed—we adapted and it was amazing. 
• We went online (forced online was more like it), but it was the best thing we’ve 
done in a while. We reached more people this year thanks to our worship being 

online than years past. That meant more people heard the gospel, more people felt the care & love that 
happens at Our Redeemer, more people heard the amazing music from our music ministry. 

• Bible Study never stopped. Pastor Brian was able to do his Tuesday bible study on Zoom. Thursday morning 
Men’s bible study transitioned easily to Zoom, and they even got an extra hour of sleep since it started at 
7:00 AM. Grief group meet in person when it was safe to do so, the group members check in with one 
another and it has been a big comfort. 

• Our women’s circles went online (some more easily than others), and continued to meet through the summer 
when they would normally be off. 

• WELCA was able to do a Spring Tea. Scones, jam and clotted cream were made and delivered along with tea 
bags. 55 women went on Zoom to share their favorite tea cup. While not the same as in person, it brought 
lots of laughter, tears and some normalcy (what is May with out a Tea).  

• Once we realized the WELCA Christmas dinner would not happen, the WELCA ladies took to making Christmas 
cookies. They were then boxed, bagged and tea/hot chocolate was included with a devotion in the deliveries. 
Zoom Christmas was fun. We shared our favorite ornaments and traditions. 

• A new ministry was born-the Puzzle Ministry. God went before us. The idea for it came way before the 
pandemic. We didn’t realize how much of a lifesaver the puzzles would be with so much extra time on our 
hands. 

• Christmas Worship was able to be held outside. We had mourned the loss of our traditional closing which is 
so dear to all our hearts and then Ann made it happen. It gave us much needed hope.  

• We were able to worship outside for a portion of the year. The loss of our easy ups turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise when the replacement worked perfect. Heaters were added and the Gazebo turned from a 
donut hangout to an altar. 

• We were so blessed that our offering continued to be strong and it was one thing we didn’t have to worry 
about. You should have received your tax donation receipts by now. If there are any changes please call the 
office and we can get you a corrected receipt. 

 

While COVID ripped its way through our world, our community, our friends, neighbors and families and there was 
so much to be afraid of. Our Pastors and church family provided the needed support to make it through the year. 

Our book circle generally meets the fourth Friday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety 

of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction.  With COVID restrictions in 
place, we are meeting on a more irregular basis so exact date and time may change, 
but the group is still active.  All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to 
join us.  Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.  Up-coming 
selections include: 
 

February  The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs,  
     by Stephen Brusatte 
March A Woman of No Importance,  
    by Sonia Purnell 
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How to find sermons on the website! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2. Go to the “SERMONS” tab at the top of the page 
3. Find the sermon you want & enjoy! The newest sermons are videos and 
the rest are audio. 

How to give online! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2.  Go to the “ELECTRONIC GIVING” tab at the top 
3. Click “CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE” 
4. This will take you to a secure website where you can create a login and 
decide to give one time or reoccurring payments. We do not retain login 
information. 
 

If you need help, email office@orcgg.org or call 714-539-9541 

Zoom Meetings at Our Redeemer! 
Our Redeemer has several Zoom Meetings, Bible studies, WELCA circles and Sunday 

Coffee hour to keep us connected. If you would like to join any of these, please email 
office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539-9541. 

 

Sundays at 11:30 AM we have  
Coffee Hour on Zoom to chat 

and connect with one another. 

 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays at Noon on Zoom 

Studying this week’s scripture along with a 
crossword puzzle 

Men’s Zoom Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7:00AM  
led by Lynn Badertscher 
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2/5/1968     
Tim & Paula English 

52 Years 
2/5/2005     

Ron & Cathleen Stearns 
15 Years 

2/2  Irene Davis 
2/3   Elise Huffman 
2/4  Dorothy Matthews 
2/4  Christine Sandberg 
2/7  Jared Kennison 
2/11 Dana Hayden 
2/11 Tom Roedl 
2/13 Ted Teaford 
2/14 Jim Huffman 
2/15 Edmund Channita 
2/15 Ken Lund 

2/16 Patty Kessler 
2/19 Paisley LaMarre 
2/20 Anita Griswold 
2/21 John Erickson 
2/26 James Vinson 
2/27 Adonna Bustamante 
2/27 Brian Emmons 
2/28 Gladys Bale 
2/28 John Prothero  
2/28 Whitney Rupp 
 

Offering Envelopes:  
2021 Offering Envelopes have arrived and are ready to be picked up or mailed. If you would like 
your envelopes mailed, please call or email the office. To reduce postage costs, if you are able to 
pick up your envelopes, the office is open Monday—Thursday from 9 AM—2 PM. If you do not 
want us to order your offering envelopes next year (ex: if you donate electronically, or annually), 
please call or email the office so we can save money and paper. 
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OUR REDEEMER 
PRESCHOOL 

Special Dates  

Happy Birthday to you! 

Ellie T.   February 11th 
Faith          February 19th 
Rinka I.   February 22nd 
Peter U.   February 26th 

~Tuesday, February 2nd~ 
Groundhog Day 

 
 

~Thursday, February 
11th~ 

Valentine’s Day 

 
 

 

~Monday, February 15th~                          
Closed for President’s Day 

 
~Monday, February 15th~                          

Closed for President’s Day 
 

~Month of February~                          
Community Helpers 

Valentine Card Exchange 
 

Mrs. Jean’s Class will do a Valentine 

Card Exchange Thursday, February 11th. 

Please bring 15 cards 
 

Miss Charlee’s Class will do a 

Valentine Card Exchange on Thursday, 
February 11th.  

 

Please bring 14 Cards 

 
Chinese New Year 

Friday, February 12th 
 

 
We will be eating the following: 

 
Chicken which represents: Fortunate  

Rice which represents: Family 
Noodles which represents: Longevity 

Oranges which represents: Fullness and Wealth 



 

 

OUR REDEEMER 

 STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 
RevBST@aol.com 

 

Intern Pastor 
Jill Disbro 

Jill.Disbro@gmail.com 
 
 

Office Manager 
Rebecca G. Terrones 

office@orcgg.org 
 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com 

 

Executive Admin 
Assistant 

Patty Erickson 
Thepattywagon15@aol.com 

 

Organist 
John Glessner 

 

Children’s Choir  
Sharon Edmondson 
sharonedmo@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Radford 

 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman                   
Huffdog@aol.com 

You can also leave a message                       
for any of our staff at the                             
office at 714-539-9541 

 

Redeemer Reflections  
is a publication of  

Our  Redeemer Church.  
Newsletter Deadline for  

submissions is noon  
on the 15th of each month. 

  
Sunday Reflections  (announcements)  

deadline is 9 am Wednesday morning for the weekly 
bulletin. This allows us to get the bulletin to our 

friends that don’t have online access.  
 

Thanks for your cooperation!!! 
Please submit  to office@orcgg.org.  

Articles may be edited for content and space. 

The Annual Report  

is available on our website.  

Look on the homepage  

for the link. 

Www.orcgg.org 


