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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that others
may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643

Sunday Services!

Email:
office@orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
We have outdoor worship
and online worship.
Find online worship each Sunday
on Facebook and our website
Get on the mailing list and the
worship services comes to you!
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30 to 4:30
PM
Thursday: 9 AM to 3 PM
Fri: Closed

8:30 & 10 AM service are
held outdoors!

Let us know if you will be coming
by signing up for the next week, email
or calling the office at 714-539-9541.
Our worship is also available
online each Sunday!
WEBSITE:

www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC
Stay updated with the latest
info and photos.
INSTAGRAM:
@ourredeemerchurchgardengrove
ca
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and
the monthly newsletter by email.

Annual Meeting Part 2
Sunday, January 24 At 9:30 AM

Outside between services
Committee reports are due Monday, January 4th
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor

Dear Friends:
Good-bye and good riddance to 2021!!!! It was a difficult year for most
of us. We lost our sanctuary for most of the year, we lost our
fellowship groups, we lost the passing of the peace and post-service
hugs, we lost travel and family gatherings. It was a tough year for
most of us.
I am bullish on 2021! One of the unforeseen benefits of the pandemic
was the church being forced into social media, kicking and screaming.
Before 2021 we resisted social media because we felt we needed to focus on in
person worship. As a result, we were not reaching a generation of people whose
main contact with the world is online. So why am I bullish on 2021?
We will have an emphasis on fellowship in the coming year. Yes, in person
worship and fellowship is still important. By summer we will be able to plan for
Young at Heart, Men’s Breakfast, Grief group, “Elvis” concert, summer BBQs,
Labor Day retreat at Luther Glen and much more. It’s going to be great to
reestablish opportunities to be together and renew friendships.
We will continue on line ministry. We will produce Sunday worship, children’s
worship, and other online opportunities for unchurched people and members to
access online. We will encourage members and friends to share the good news
with others. Online ministry allows for non-threatening evangelism to take
place.
Online ministry will allow many of our younger pastors to reach out as never
before. With declining membership in churches across America, I am excited
that new avenues for sharing the good news of the Gospel are opening up.
Our Redeemer came through a difficult year on solid ground. Members
demonstrated their generosity and faithfulness in keeping the church in the
black. The preschool weathered a difficult time but it too is doing well and
rebounding from the pandemic.
We have great lay leadership. The church council is making plans for when I
retire sometime in the next 12-18 months. The congregation is positioned to
be able to call a great candidate when that happens.
Our Redeemer has a history of adapting to new pastoral leadership. I was so
impressed that Pastor Caudill was welcomed after Pastor Endter retired. Then
you welcomed me after Pastor Caudill retired. And I am confident that you will
be able to do the same when that next time comes.
Our Redeemer has an incredible staff. What a blessing to have such committed
men and women who provide joyful worship, maintain the property, provide
organization and stability, and enable this congregation to function so well.
God is working for our good. When I first arrived here it was the 50th anniversary
of the congregation. Everyone was given a coffee cup to commemorate the
event. The words of the cups then, apply to today as well:
We may not know the future, but we do know who holds the future!
In Christ,
Pastor Brian

And THAT’s why I’m bullish on 2021!

January 2021
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor
by Pastor Jill Disbro

Dear friends,
It’s here! We did it! The end of this roller-coaster year has finally
arrived. Many of us have been awaiting this day, well, probably since
March, and now that it’s over, it seems like a year we’d just rather
forget. And yet, so much has happened that we can’t just pretend like
this year didn’t exist. New Years for me always prompts a certain
amount of reflection on the last year. What did I accomplish? Where did
I fall short? What will be different next year? And 2021 is no different.
So as we look back on 2021, what are we going to remember it for? While obviously
the pandemic and its associated grief and suffering come to mind first, 2021 also
brought its share of bright spots. In my own personal life, I graduated from seminary,
I backpacked in four national parks, I moved to Garden Grove, and began internship
at Our Redeemer!
While it has been a strange year, for me it has been a full one. And in just the four
months I’ve been at Our Redeemer, the same has been true at church. We’ve
developed beautiful outdoor worship, we’ve served countless families and individuals
in need of some extra support through the Lord’s Pantry and the SHIP house, and
we’ve found so many creative ways to safely be in fellowship with one another online
and outdoors. These bright spots remind us, as the Christmas season reminds us,
that the light of Christ can never be extinguished. In Jesus, we always have hope.
This past month, I saw a poem (by Shawna Hickling) circulating on Facebook that
reimagines the classic poem, “Twas the Night Before Christmas,” for the pandemic.
And while much of the poem is not so joyful, it ends with a word of hope. Someone
who added to Hickling’s version writes this:
“Christmas was not cancelled
And neither is hope.
If we lean on each other,
I know we can cope.

God’s love is with us,
From morning to night,
Don’t give in to darkness,
Smile! And share the light!”

As we begin this new year, rather than focusing on traditional New Year's
Resolutions, I am thinking of this light, this hope. We each received the light of Christ
in our baptism and are called to work every day to let that light shine before others.
2021 is over and the challenges continue. But in the midst of it all God shows up,
Christ was born, and continues to be our light. So let’s share the light!
In faith and hope for this New Year,
Pastor Jill
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Office Update:
The office update continues. We are currently updating the restrooms in the office.
They received a fresh coat of paint, new mirrors, and decorations. It is a real pick me up for the
office staff.
Carol Tuntland is working on curtains for the office reception windows. This will allow a little
more security since folks won’t be able to see in when we aren’t there and it will provide some
security so folks won’t see when we are there alone.

Hall Bathroom Update:
The bathrooms are painted (a deep, bright green) and we will be painting the doors and
trim white. The ceiling in the ladies room needs to be replaced and an update on the
decorations will freshen up the rooms. The ladies room had what we think may have been
the original wallpaper from when it was built or close to it. Jim is working on some
plumbing issues in the men’s room. Currently they are not useable and we direct all in
need to use the Endter Hall bathrooms.

Blessing Tree

What overwhelming support for the
Blessing Tree! We were able to help
24 students in our community
including a family with a child in
elementary, Jr. High and High School
along with 3 children who lost their
parents to a drunk driving accident.
Diane Kallen did all the shopping (mostly online) this year since it was
safer not to send folks out into the stores. You all responded with
monetary help which was beyond anything we could have imagined.
Diane was able to deliver the presents to the schools who gave them to
the parents for their students. Despite school heading back into virtual
learning the teachers and office staff were able to identify students whose
families were struggling and get the presents to them.

Thank you to all of all who donated,
our community was a little bit cheerier
and there were some happy families on
Christmas morning.

January 2021
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Pastor Jill’s Christmas
Memories Zoom Tea

WELCA learned to Pivot this year. We weren’t able to
have Christmas Dinner as we planned (or hoped). Pastor
Jill suggested a Christmas Memories Tea! What a great
idea.
The WELCA board made cookies and delivered them to Patty Erickson’s house.
We packed them into super cute boxes along with tea, hot chocolate and a
devotion from Pastor Jill. The boxes were overflowing with so many cookies.
Anita Griswold, Carol Tuntland, Wendy Fitzharris, Nancy Schager and Patty each
delivered the cookies to the ladies homes. We had a Zoom tea and shared
memories. A good time was had by all.

SHIP Christmas gifts

The WELCA Board chose the SHIP house as their
Christian Action Project. The circles each picked an
item to go into a Christmas gift for the residents.
Wendy Fitzharris led the event and packed up the
gifts. The gifts were dropped off to the SHIP house
just before Christmas.

We have a new florist!
The flowers are
beautiful.
You can dedicate flowers for worship. We have two flowers for each Sunday Service.
Cost is $30 per bouquet and can be picked up after the 10:00 AM Worship service
or on Monday morning. Signup on the flower chart or let call the office.

Ship Dinners
Our Redeemer sponsored the SHIP Dinner from December 19th
through January 1st. Thank you to all who cooked/donated dinners
during those days. The SHIP program is a unique program that
helps folks get back on their feet who have been struggling.
Jon Huffman is our house supervisor.
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ADVENTures with the Spirit
Thank you for joining us during Advent. Each
midweek service included liturgy and a spiritual
discipline. Pastor Jill Disbro was an incredible leader
during these midweek services.
Watch for our online Lent worship that begins Wednesday, February 17th.
PIVOT-A word that has been used often since March 2021.
How have we had to pivot in the office? How has ministry had to pivot?
This is how the weekly bulletin and worship has had to pivot...



















Our daily routine in the office has changed greatly in regards to the bulletin and worship (and just about everything else).
Rebecca has to have the bulletin on Pastors desk ready to go on Monday morning.
Pastor Brian, Pastor Jill and Ann go over the weeks bulletin and make suggestions on how they want the service to look. They
go over the music that may be good for the service and Ann has to find what music would like for special music work best for that
week.
Ann then has to figure out what pieces of music she will use, who can sing it and are they available to record this week. A major
undertaking.
Pastor Brian and Pastor Jill have to have their sermons prepared and ready to give on Wednesday morning. This is a huge
change from having it ready on Sunday morning.
Rebecca has to have the completed bulletin with any changes and all the music added along with announcements ready to go
on Wednesday morning when we record the service.
A copy of the pastor’s sermon goes in the bulletin and Rebecca gets them printed and ready to mail by noon. We found that if
they aren’t mailed to our folks who don’t have access to the online worship they didn’t receive them by Sunday. We have been
blessed by Terri Dickman who comes in most Wednesdays to help with the mailing.
Patty records the spoken worship with Pastor Brian and Pastor Jill on Wednesday mornings. Pastor Brian, Pastor Jill and Patty
figure what the recording will look like and who does what. When we first started in March we recorded on Saturday which
became incredibly stressful putting worship together. If Patty is not available, Rebecca records worship in addition to everything
else. We have learned a lot about recording worship these past few months.
Ann spends her week recording the solos, worship team and special music early in the week. She works hard to get a variety of
musicians and contacts a lot of the choir and musicians. It has been a challenge to find sanctuary time during the times we could
meet inside.
Ann uploads the music then adds titles, words and copyright info and makes the music a finished product. She is able to do this
at home since often working later in the evening is best.
Once the service is recorded, it is uploaded and Patty can put the worship service together. Patty takes the music and all the
spoken worship to make what you see on Sunday mornings online. Rebecca fills in when Patty is not available to put the service
together. Patty does this at home since it can require a lot of evening hours.
Both Patty, Rebecca and Ann have the software required on our home computers since we found that uploading takes quite a bit
of time.
Once it is put together it is added to our Sunday email, the website and Facebook.

January 2021

Page 7

Boy Scouts Court of Honor
Boy Scout troop 167 which is sponsored by Our Redeemer
has two new Eagle Scouts, Jesus and David Cerada!
There was a ceremony in their honor in the fall.
The Boy Scouts meet on Wednesday evenings (when they can) at church.
They met a lot of the summer outside and are currently meeting on Zoom.
They sold nuts as a fund raiser and Robyn Guillory delivered them. They
continue to be an active part of Our Redeemer.
Thank you to Debby Jarrell for the pictures.

Our book circle generally meets the fourth Friday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and
discussion of a variety of literature, current and
classic, fiction and non-fiction. With COVID restrictions in place, we are
meeting on a more irregular basis so exact date and time may change, but
the group is still active. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are
invited to join us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.
Up-coming selections include:
January

Faceless Killers, by Henning Mankell

February

The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, by Stephen Brusatte

March

A Woman of No Importance, by Sonia Purnell
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How to find sermons on the website!

1. Go to www.ORCGG.org
2. Go to the “SERMONS” tab at the top of the page
3. Find the sermon you want & enjoy! The newest sermons are videos and
the rest are audio.

How to give online!

1. Go to www.ORCGG.org
2. Go to the “ELECTRONIC GIVING” tab at the top
3. Click “CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE”
4. This will take you to a secure website where you can create a login and
decide to give one time or reoccurring payments. We do not retain login
information.
If you need help, email office@orcgg.org or call 714-539-9541

Zoom Meetings at Our Redeemer!

Our Redeemer has several Zoom Meetings, Bible studies, WELCA circles and Sunday
Coffee hour to keep us connected. If you would like to join any of these, please
email office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539-9541.

Sundays at 11:30 AM we have
Coffee Hour on Zoom to chat
and connect with one another.
Pastor’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at Noon on Zoom
Studying this week’s scripture along with a
crossword puzzle

Men’s Bible Study
Thursdays at 7:00AM

led by Lynn Badertscher

January 2021
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Redeemer
Reflections is a

publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Newsletter Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each month.
Sunday Reflections
(announcements)

1/1
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/3
1/6
1/7
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/16
1/18
1/19

Randy Jerue
Jimmy Johnson
Tiffany LaMarre
Clara Marsh
David VanSickle
April Kearney
Connie Mathany
Susan Kent
Larry Klevos
Christine Schaffer
Marvin Gladwin
Beth Mayer
Laura Mayer
Ralph Nemitz
Larry Collier
Angela Grieco

1/19
1/21
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/26
1/26
1/28
1/29
1/29
1/30
1/30
1/31

Sandy Ray
Andrew Kitzing
Brenda Kingswold
Lucille Dixon
Lily Chweh
Lynne Prechel
Tammy Wilson
Sandy Collier
Carrie Guardino
Glenda Frederick
Beelou Channita
Fran Schwan
Mark Roznos
Angelika Rupp
Nathaniel Greene

deadline is 9 am
Wednesday morning for the
weekly bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Rebecca G. Terrones at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited for
content and space.

OUR REDEEMER
STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com

Intern Pastor
Jill Disbro

Jill.Disbro@gmail.com

Office Manager
Rebecca G. Terrones
office@orcgg.org

Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
annieemb@aol.com

1/1/1996
1/22/2005

Mary & Allen Kent
Thomas & Leslie Roedl—15 Years

Puzzle Ministry

What a tremendous ministry this has become.
Traci Fitzharris suggested the puzzle ministry
and it was just what we needed this past year.
Folks borrow puzzles and donate puzzles. It’s
been a great way for folks to
pass the time.
Our selection is amazing!
Stop by the library
and check it out!

Executive Admin
Assistant
Patty Erickson

Thepattywagon15@aol.com

Organist
John Glessner

Children’s Choir
Sharon Edmondson

sharonedmo@sbcglobal.net

Bookkeeper
Kim Radford
Preschool Director
Cindy Myers
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Huffdog@aol.com
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Special Dates
~Friday, January 1st~
Happy New Year

~Monday, January
18th~
School Closed for
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day

OUR REDEEMER
PRESCHOOL

Happy Birthday to
you!
Dominic M.
Happy H.
Jackson U.

January 2nd
January 4th
January 9th

~Tuesday, January
19th~
National

Day

Help ORP by going on Yelp,
Google, or Facebook and
giving us a review!

School will
be Closed on
Monday,
January 18th

“Redeemer Reflections”
is published monthly by

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.

Contact the Church when:

 You have a joy to share
 Someone in your family is in the

hospital

 You want communion brought to your

home

 You want to add someone to the

prayer list

 Your address, phone number or email

address changes

12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Weds 8:30 AM—4:30 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Closed on Friday

Worship Schedule:
Outdoors at 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Also online by email, on our
website or Facebook

