
 

 

Redeemer Reflections 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC 
 

Stay updated with the latest  
info and photos. 

 
INSTAGRAM:  

@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 
 
 

EMAIL:  
office@orcgg.org  

Sign up to receive updates and the 
monthly newsletter by email. 

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives! 

August 2020                                                          A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California 

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 
Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
All our worship is online  

Find it each Sunday on Facebook 
and our website 

Get on the mailing list and the    
worship services comes to you! 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday: 9 AM to 1 PM 
Fri: Closed 

Our worship is  
available online each Sunday! 

 
You can find it in your inbox (let us know your email if you 

are not receiving it), on our website (the full service is 
posted each week online and the sermons are available 

under the sermon tab) and on Facebook. 
If you cannot access the services online-let the office know 
and we will mail you the bulletin with the printed sermon. 

Our Lord’s Food Pantry continues to be busy 
as we provide our community with necessary 
pantry items. If you’d like to donate cereal, 
peanut butter, canned goods, pasta, etc. 
please bring it by the office anytime Monday -
Thursday between 9 am - 12 pm.  



 

 

Dear Friends: 
 When will we reopen for worship? - Ah, that’s the $64,000 
question.  As you all know, the governor has ordered churches to refrain from 
indoor worship.  So much of what we will do will depend upon our government 
guidelines.  Your church council has decided to abide by the state and synod 
guidelines.  Probably the guideline that most pertains to our congregation is the 
order for those 65+ to shelter at home.  When that restriction is lifted, we will 
resume worship at Our Redeemer. When we do return, worship will be 

different.  Your committee to reopen for worship is developing a strategy for how we will 
reopen.  We will contact all our members with those guidelines when they have been 
completed. Until then, we continue to provide a taped, virtual service online.  We will also 
continue to provide online worship, even after we are able to meet together in person.  We 
also will continue to physically mail the Sunday bulletin and a copy of the sermon to all our 
members who cannot access the internet. 
 Good-bye Pastor Jennifer! - Pastor Jennifer concludes her year long internship at the 
end of August.  It has been a wonderful year.  She preached our stewardship sermon, she 
planned and led mid-week Lenten services, she led a class on Evangelism, taught Bible 
classes, led preschool chapels, prayed, visited, preached, and grew in her skills as a pastor.  
Her intern committee is planning a good-bye party for her, and you will hear more about that 
later.  She will continue to live in La Mirada and is seeking a call in the Orange County/Long 
Beach area.  She has been an excellent intern, and will be an excellent pastor to the 
congregation that calls her.  Keep her in your prayers as she goes through the call process. 
 Hello Jill Disbro! - This is the first year our Redeemer has had back to back interns.  
Our new intern Jill Disbro will begin her work with us on September 1.  Jill’s father and 
grandfather were Lutheran pastors so she is steeped in Lutheran tradition.  She has studied 
abroad and is fluent in Spanish.  We will be loaning her out to work with St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Santa Ana to work with their Wednesday afternoon youth program and to 
occasionally preach in Spanish.  With the social restrictions we are now under, it will be a 
challenge to meet and greet her, but we will set up as many virtual meetings as possible for 
you to get to know her. 
 Finances - Thank you for your strong support through the first half of the year.  
Despite all the challenges, Our Redeemer is doing ok.  The biggest challenge is for our pre-
school.  With reduced numbers we have gone through most of the $40,000 they had in 
reserves.  Our first PPP loan was misplaced/lost by Bank of America, and we have since 
reapplied with the ELCA credit union and still hope to receive a loan that will enable our 
preschool to continue through the end of the year.   
 I thank God for everyone who has pulled together during this time to make ministry 
continue.  Thank you to all those who have contributed to the beautiful music that has been 
part of our taped services, thank you for staff and volunteers working to learn and produce 
worship online (Yes, you can teach old dogs new tricks), and for the zoom meetings and Bible 
studies that have allow God’s word to be studied and shared, not only with our members, but 
with all those who visit our website. 
 As Paul says in Romans 8, God is working for our good in the midst of this world.  I can 
see God working in the midst of this pandemic to force us to learn new skills that have also 
opened up our message to a whole new audience.   
Keep singing God’s praises online, keep praying online, keep sharing God’s word online, until 
that day when we come together in worship. 
 In Christ,  
  Pastor Brian 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jennifer Garcia 

Looking back on my internship and many thanks! 
 
Beloved siblings in Christ, 
 

It has been a joy journeying with you this year. And quite a year it has 
been! 
 

You welcomed me at the Labor Day campout. You made it possible to attend 
the Stewardship Kaleidoscope conference, where I learned so much about 
stewardship and generosity, and Theoasis, where I made connections with 

faith leaders from all over our synod. We anticipated the arrival of baby Jesus through 
Advent monologues and the ABCs of Christmas. Serenity Circle welcomed me to their 
Christmas party, and I got to celebrate with all the women of ORC at the Christmas dinner. 
I got to participate in Cursillo and see what an impact it has made on this congregation and 
so many others. We entered into Lent with contemplative services and more theater. 
 

Then, we started the stay-at-home orders, and we all had to learn new ways of being the 
church in the world. We have all learned new technology, new ways of connecting with our 
neighbors, and new ways of being in the world. We’ve had coffee hours, Bible studies, 
council meetings, and even a tea party over Zoom. We brainstormed ways to share our 
faith during social distancing for my internship project. We are still doing hard, 
compassionate work in this time of social unrest and have been sharing resources through 
which to listen to the voices and experiences of black people. We celebrated Muriel 
Jorgenson with a drive-by birthday parade and had a drive-through graduation ceremony 
for our preschoolers. Surely, this is an internship year to remember! 
 

The final interview with the synod office at the end of July is the final stamp of approval 
that I am ready to become a pastor. I plan to stay in the LA/Orange County area, and I 
hope to start interviewing with congregations soon. While I wait for a call, I plan on looking 
for a temp job, doing some supply preaching at local congregations, and perhaps even 
doing some work as a bridge minister (sort of like being a long-term substitute teacher, but 
for clergy). On September 1, you will have the joy of getting one of my classmates, Jill 
Disbro, as your new pastoral intern. You are going to love her! 
 

I want to give some special thanks to Pastor Brian for being a great supervisor, to my 
internship committee for all their support, and for the rest of the staff for being a joy to 
work with. I give thanks for everyone at Our Redeemer: for all of the support, prayers, 
mentorship, and love you have given me. Thank you for all the work you do toward making 
the Reign of God here on earth. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Pastor Jennifer 
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Do you want to send notes to your church family?  
Need a directory?  

 
We have an updated directory with the current addresses  

and email. Let the office know you need one.  
We can email it to you, mail it to you or you can pick one up. 

Thank you to everyone who has returned your survey, and if you have not yet filled it out and returned it, 
please fill out the survey and return it, it is not too late. The Committee to reopen is working to develop 
guidelines for when we can resume worship.  There are some basic guidelines we are following. 

1. We will comply with government guidelines.  Right now all indoor worship services have been 
suspended.  A significant government guideline that continues to be in place is that those who are 65 and 
older should  shelter at home.  Since most of our congregation is 65 and older, we are waiting for that 
guideline to be removed before resuming worship of any kind.  

2. We will implement procedures to keep our members safe.  When we do resume worship, among 
the requirements will be: health assessment before entering the church, wearing masks throughout 
worship, maintaining social distancing, and worshiping in assigned seats. 

While we would like to set a date for resumption of worship, we do not know when the government 
guidelines will be lifted so we will be able to be together again in worship. Until that time... 

     A. We will continue to provide on line worship and mail the bulletin and sermon to those who cannot 
access the internet. 

     B. We will explore other ways to gather together: parking lot/outdoor worship, phone calls and home 
visits 

     C. We will pray each day for our nation, the larger church and our members 

          As your pastor, my feelings are to ignore the guidelines and be together again.  I want to be with 
you all, praising our gracious God together.  My reason tells me to listen to the medical experts to keep us 
all safe.  What makes this even harder is that this issue can create division within the congregation. During 
this time, please continue to nurture your faith through prayer, Bible study, and devotions.  We will get 
through this together. 
          In Christ, 
 Pastor Brian 

Our continued effort to keep our campus as safe as possible. 
Once you enter the gates-please wear a mask. It is for both 
our staff and your protection. We continue to make 
recording the worship service and music safer.  
 

The worship team has used clear face shields, standing 
further apart and away from each other. We are installing 
Plexiglas between the singers and the musicians. All in an 
effort to make our worship recording as safe as possible.  
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Our Solar panels are 
up  

and running!!!  
Our solar panels are up 
and fully functional.  We 
are still working with the 

electric company to 
apply the energy saved 
to our next electric bill.  

These panels will save us over $20,000 now and 
much more in the future as electric rates are rising at 
a rate of 5-7% a year.  We also have new roofs on 

Endter hall and the office building. 

It’s time to update our Church Constitution.  
 

We have a Constitution Committee that meets via Zoom.  
The Synod has a model constitution that we work with 

you. We also update our bylaws. The committee consists 
of Chris Erickson, Dave Frostad, Pastor Brian, Karen 

Gustafson, Jerry Engelhardt, and Darrell Tuntland.  Pray 
for the committee as they take care of the business of 

the church. 

 

 
 

Our Redeemer’s Health Ministry will be 
giving FREE flu shots this year 

provided to our congregation by Hoag 
Hospital. Get a free flu shot on 

Saturday, October 17th, from 
9 AM to 1 PM in Library  
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Looking for a project? We have lots of projects that                               
need to be done around the church that require little                                

to no contact with others.     

We have members who have picked their own projects. Big or 
small you are welcome to help us get the campus up to date.  

Let us know. 

 

1) Have a decorative streak (the employee bathrooms have seen much better 
days-they need more than just paint). What can you imagine? 

2) Major project-remove the wallpaper in the ladies’ restroom of the church 
(then we can envision it updated-maybe paint-maybe wall paper-who knows) 

3) Polish the brass knobs in the library and office (you could take them home 
and make them look lovely), they are tarnished and could be super special. 

4) Paint Patty's office (we have the paint-it's blue of course) and help her pick 
new curtains for the room. 

5) Paint Pastor’s office. 

6) Hang a new wallpaper border (they are peel and stick so easy peasy). 

7) We have a garden that needs to be replanted.  

 

We were blessed with a painter for a few days so that has helped a ton. He 
touched up Endter Hall, painted all the black around the windows, and repainted 
the light poles and more. He did an amazing job. Now we are wanting to update 
the office and North Hall. 

 

There is so much more. Do you have an idea to spruce up the church?  

Do you have access to a Thrivent Grant?  

Most of the library was paid for with a Thrivent Grant. 
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Our Redeemer has been doing our best to make sure our congregation 
is supported through these difficult times. We’ve created several Zoom 
Meetings, Bible studies and even a Sunday Coffee hour. We’ve been 
dutifully recording and posting our sermons online and sending 
physical bulletins to those who do not have access to the internet. If 
you would like to join any of these emailing lists, please email 
office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539-9541. 

Zoom on over to Our Redeemer! 

 
Sundays at 11 AM we have  

Coffee Hour on Zoom to chat and 
connect with one another 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7:00AM  

led by Lynn Badertscher 

 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays at Noon 

Studying this week’s scripture 
along with a crossword puzzle 
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How to find Sermon’s on the website! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2. Go to the “SERMONS” tab at the top of the page 
3. Find the sermon you want & enjoy! The newest sermons are videos and the 
rest are audio. 

 
 

How to give online! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2.  Go to the “ELECTRONIC GIVING” tab at the top 
3. Click “CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE” 
4. This will take you to a secure website where you can create a login and 
decide to give one time or reoccurring payments. We do not retain login 
information. 
 

If you have trouble, email office@orcgg.org or call 714-539-9541 

IT’S PUZZLE TIME!   
 

 
Did you know that in 

the library at church we 
have shelves of puzzles 
to borrow & return & 
add to for the use of 

our church 
family?  Come by with 
your mask on & check 

them out!  
 

Lots of folks are coming by to exchange puzzles. So many 
great ones to choose from. 



 

 

OUR                     
REDEEMER 

STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 

RevBST@aol.com 

Office Manager 
Rebecca G. Terrones 

office@orcgg.org 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com 

Organist 
John Glessner 

Children’s Choir  
Sharon Edmondson 

sharonedmo      
@sbcglobal.net 

 
Bookkeeper 
Kim Radford 

Youth Director 
Patty Erickson 

Thepatty-
wagon15@aol.com 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman                   

Huffdog@aol.com 

 

 

Reflections is a  
publication of Our  
Redeemer Church.  

Newsletter Deadline for  
submissions is noon on 
the 15th of each month. 

  
Sunday 

Reflections 
(announcements) 

deadline is 9 am  
Wednesday  morning for 
the  Sunday’s bulletin.  

 

Please email your  
submissions to  

Rebecca G. Terrones at  
office@orcgg.org.  

 

Articles may be edited for 
content and space. 

8/3  Evelyn Knowlton 
8/3  Sherwood Witt 
8/4  James Ramsey 
8/6   Robyn Guillory 
8/10 Emmanuel Hayden 
8/13 Bernill Ramsey  
8/14 Tamila Mendoza             

8/18  Mary Kent 
8/19  Kim Roznos 
8/22  Dorothy Clark 
8/25  Daniel Huffman 
8/27  Audrey Prothero 
8/29  Kristine Ray 
8/31  Bonnie Ness 
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8/5/78 Lynn & Ann Badertscher 
8/9/68 Marvin & Nancy Gladwin 
8/14/65 Gus & Susan Sauter 
8/16/81 Greg & Lynne Prechel 
8/18/01 Troy & Kari Humphrey 
8/25/57 Dave & Sharon Thompson 
8/30/75 Larry & Anita Griswold 

Pictorial Directory 
coming this fall 

 
Save the date: 

We will have photographers here 
at church on September 30th, 

Oct 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
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OUR REDEEMER 
PRESCHOOL 

Special Dates  
 

~Monday, August 3rd~                          
National Watermelon Day 

 

~Tuesday, August 25th~                          
Banana Split Day 

 
 

~Wednesday-Friday,                                               
August 26th, 27th, 28th~ 

 
Center will be Closed for Clean Up                          

Refer a Friend to Our Redeemer   
Preschool, and when they join You and 

Your Friend will receive one week of free 
tuition, on the 5th week from their start 

date. 
 

1.Tell a Friend 
2.Friend Enrolls 

3.5th week free Tuition 

Jordan E.  August 13th 

Daniel H.         August 25th 

Center will be Closed for 3 days to Clean Up for 
the First Day of School. 

 
First Day of School is on Monday, August 31st 

Clean Up 



 

 

Sponsors 



 

 

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by  
Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, California 92841 

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92841 
 

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672 
Web: www.orcgg.org 

Email: office@orcgg.org 
Preschool: (714) 539-6643 

Email: 
Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org 

 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Closed on Friday 

 
The Lord’s Pantry is open every Saturday 

from 9:00 am to Noon 
 

Worship Schedule: 
Currently online  

by email, on our website or 
Facebook  

Have your monthly Redeemer  
Reflections e-mailed to you.  

Send an email to  
office@orcgg.org with the subject  

“E-mail Reflections” and include your 
name in the body. 

Contact the Church when: 
 You have a joy to share 
 Someone in your family is in the 

hospital 
 You want communion brought to your 

home 
 You want to add someone to the 

prayer list 
 Your address, phone number or email  
       address changes 


