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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 
Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
 

Email:  
office@orcgg.org 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
All our worship is online  

Find it each Sunday on Facebook 
and our website 

Get on the mailing list and the    
worship services comes to you! 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday: 9 AM to 1 PM 
Fri: Closed 

Our worship is  
available online each Sunday! 

 
You can find it in your inbox (let us know your email if you 

are not receiving it), on our website (the full service is 
posted each week online and the sermons are available 

under the sermon tab) and on Facebook. 
If you cannot access the services online-let the office know 
and we will mail you the bulletin with the printed sermon. 



 

 

Dear Friends: 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 
3:28 
Race was never an issue for me until I made friends with a Black pastor in 
Pomona.  As a white person, I never encountered racism as part of the 
majority race in America.  I wasn’t personally racist, but I also was unaware 
of the problems black people face, that we as white people never have to 

worry about. 
            Pastor Jennifer shared in her sermon the story of the black ELCA pastor in 
Hawthorne, Ca. The church alarm accidently was tripped and the pastor arrived in the 
parking lot to turn off the alarm.  He was wearing his clerical collar.  The police arrived with 
their guns drawn.  He explained he was the pastor, and they said, “Anyone can say they 
are a pastor”, even though he was dressed in a clerical collar.  He got out his keys and said 
he had the code to turn off the alarm, they told him, “don’t get belligerent,”  They 
handcuffed him, took off his shoes so he couldn’t run away, and put him in the back of the 
police car.  Other members arrived and told the officers he was their pastor and they 
continued to hold him in the car.  That would never happen to me. 

I remember a time driving to college when my car broke down in Slidell, Louisiana.  It 
was the middle of the night and I limped into a closed gas station.  A local policeman 
checked me out and decided to give me a tour of the town.  He then pointed out numerous 
places where they shot and killed “niggers” for various offenses.  I was shocked to see such 
blatant racism. 

Black adults will tell you of the numerous times they have been pulled over by police 
just because they were black in a white neighborhood or just driving through town.  They 
must teach their children how to respond to harassment from police if they are pulled over.   

High profile cases of murder cause so much of a reaction, because the black 
community has experienced systemic harassment and prejudice on a daily basis.  It is not 
just the horrific actions of a few “bad cops”, but an accumulation of personal experiences.  
Just listening to my black pastor friend in Pomona opened my eyes to see things from a 
new perspective. 

Add to this the history of slavery, the history of lynching of innocent black people 
(lynching was not just killing an outlaw without a trial, it was killing black people for looking 
at a white woman, talking back to a white man, or for no apparent reason at all), the KKK, 
voter suppression, and other painful experiences can help us better understand the rage 
that exists after centuries of persecution.  

While “all lives matter”, the problem has been that black lives have NOT mattered 
equally in America.  When all lives matter equally, there will no longer be the need to say, 
“Black lives matter.”  That day has not yet come. 

As I consider how to respond, as a Christian, I am mindful of Jesus’ words: “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done ON EARTH, as it is in heaven.”  How can we strive to make 
this world the way we envision heaven to be?  To strive for equality, to embrace all people 
as created in the image of God, to speak out against injustice: those are all ways the 
church needs to respond to what is going on in our country today.   

Those can be overwhelming tasks.  Maybe we start by listening to the stories of black 
people and trying to understand their pain.  Understanding and compassion, grounded in 
our Christian faith, can be the foundation that leads to justice and equality.   

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jennifer Garcia 

Internship Project: Sharing Our Faith in the Time of Social Distancing 
I chose the subject area of evangelism for my internship project because it 
scared me the most. It is not something I have ever been comfortable with, 
and I know I am not alone in that. 
 
So early this year, I interviewed evangelism leaders from local churches, 
mostly non-ELCA. It was great to connect with local faith leaders I might not 
have otherwise encountered. 

 
I planned to share the information in a workshop series in person, but then we got the stay
-at-home orders, so I had to do some reevaluating. I tried to see what opportunities the 
Holy Spirit might be opening in the midst of difficult circumstances. 
 
While sharing one’s faith can be hard enough in person, the present circumstances seemed 
to make it even more difficult. On the other hand, I found out that many churches were 
having much higher check-ins to their online worship services than their in-person ones. 
This could, perhaps, be explained by the low-threat medium of watching a service on 
Facebook mixed with the tendency people have to seek out opportunities to practice faith in 
times of crisis. It seemed like a good time to brainstorm ways to reach out to people during 
these difficult circumstances. 
 
So, in late May and early June, I led a three-week workshop series about evangelism during 
social distancing. I do not pretend to be an expert on evangelism, especially not during a 
pandemic, so I structured the class around storytelling and learning from each other. 
Each week centered on a Bible story and a theme. The first week, we learned about 
relational evangelism from the woman at the well, who told people she knew about her 
encounter with Jesus. Then, we learned about being open to the Holy Spirit changing our 
plans with Philip and the Ethiopian—flexible evangelism. Finally, we learned respectful 
evangelism from Paul in Athens—how to start conversations with people with different 
beliefs through finding something to appreciate in their tradition. 
 
None of these stories had direct advice for how to share one’s faith during a pandemic, but 
they taught us approaches for how to reach out in a way that is more comfortable for 
everyone involved than some of the more confrontational evangelism strategies. So 
whether you forward a link to our worship services to someone with an encouraging note or 
call a friend and share a story about how you have noticed God in your life recently, the 
approaches of keeping your evangelism relational, flexible, and respectful can help you 
reach out with more confidence as we navigate our rapidly changing world. 
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Congrats Grad’s!  
Class of 2020! 

 

Although we may not be able to celebrate the way 
we would like, the hard work of students should 
still be recognized and celebrated! The long nights and 
stressful days have paid off! Congratulations for all your hard 
work and May God Bless YOU on your next journey in life! 
 
Andrew Garcia graduating from La Quinta High School heading to College 
 
Cole Guardino graduating from Pacifica High School and heading to Cypress College 
 
Paul Kennedy graduating from Pacifica High School heading to CSUF 
 
Erika Taylor graduating from SATO Academy of Math and Science heading to Loyola 
Marymount 
 
Zaid Humpreys-graduating from Irvine High School 
 
Dana Roznos graduating from Orange Coast College and heading to California State 
University Fullerton 
 
Travon Thomas finished at Golden West College and transferred to California State 
University Fullerton 
 
Ryan Bodnar finished at Orange Coast College and transferred to California State 
University Long Beach 
 
Donald Kent graduating from University of Portland with a degree in Logistics 

Phil Lochaas Scholarship is for all students who 
are members at Our Redeemer. 

To apply-fill our an application and small essay and 
return via email to the office.  

Contact Patty or the office for the application. Hurry-
time is running out to apply! 

 
Pat Stearns Scholarship is for students who are 

interested in a career in nursing. 
To apply fill out the application and return via email 

to the office. 
Contact Patty or the office for the application. 
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Do you want to send notes to your church family?  
Need a directory?  

 
We have an updated directory with the current addresses  

and email. Let the office know you need one.  
We can email it to you, mail it to you or you can pick one up. 

1 Covidians 12:1-11 

Now concerning the wearing of masks, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that in the time before Covid, we were enticed and led astray 
thinking that we were not responsible for one another's health. Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking in the spirit of love ever says 'masks be cursed!'; and no 
one can say 'masks are a really good idea for everybody!’ except through a spirit of love. 

Now there are varieties of masks, but the same spirit of wearing them; and there are 
varieties of mask wearers, but the same virus; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same precautions that must be shown to everyone. 

To each is given a manifestation of a mask for the common good. To one a mask is given 
through our mask makers, and to another a purchased one online, or in a store according 
to the same spirit of protection. Some fashion one after watching a video on YouTube, to 
another... they already had some. The knowledge of needing to wear one according to the 
same spirit, to another faith that the same spirit will improve health and save lives. 

Another receives the gifts of healing by this generous spirit, to another this seems no less 
than the working of a miracle, another prophecies that we'll get through all of this sooner 
by observing these loving precautions, to another the discernment of figuring out how all 
can get one, to another the knowledge that a mask hides all kinds of mouths and tongues, 
to another the understanding that those mouths and tongues are still there, behind those 
masks. 

All these are activated by one and the same spirit, and we hope to allot to each one 
individually just as they choose. 

In other words, wear a mask!... 

Because loving our neighbor as ourselves is the crux of it. When we wear a mask we are 
saying that we love and care for ourselves, and that we love and care for our neighbors. If 
our neighbor is sick (and perhaps doesn't even know it yet) our masks help protect US. If 
WE are sick (and perhaps don't even know it yet) our masks help protect OUR 
NEIGHBOR... 

... it is a tangible and visible manifestation and practice of our LOVE. 

Rev Greg Brown 

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church 
Charlotte, NC  
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Our Solar panels are up  
and running!!!  

They will dramatically reduce both our cost 
for electricity and the burning of fossil fuels 
to produce electricity. We replaced the roofs 
on Endter Hall and the Church Office. They 

were in bad condition and needed to be 
replaced.  We now have no leaks in either 

building.  In addition, the sacrifices we make 
today to pay for this system will benefit Our 

Redeemer and its members for decades.  
 

Looking for a project? We have lots of projects that need to be done 
around the church that require little to no contact with others.                            

Let us know. 

1) Painting the reception area of the office (we have the paint and everything 
you need) 

2) Paint the trim and door white in the library (the walls of the library have been 
painted) 

3) Paint the wood around the windows black (we are making the library into a 
room we can meet in, food pantry and library) 

4) Have a decorative streak (the employee bathrooms have seen much better 
days-they need more than just paint). What can you imagine? 

5) Major project-remove the wallpaper in the ladies restroom of the church 
(then we can envision it updated-maybe paint-maybe wall paper-who knows) 

6) Polish the brass knobs in the library and office (you could take them home 
and make them look lovely), they are tarnished and could be super special. 

7) Putty and touch up paint in Endter Hall. We took the curtains down after we 
painted so there are a few screw holes and some touch up to be done. The 
paint is under the stage in Endter Hall. 

8) Paint Patty's office (we have the paint-it's blue of course) and help her pick 
new curtains for the room. 

There is so much more. Do you have an idea to spruce up the church?  

Do you have access to a Thrivent Grant?  

Most of the library was paid for with a Thrivent Grant. 
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Sundays at 11 AM we have Coffee Hour on 
Zoom to chat and connect with one another. 

 
 

 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study meets on  
Zoom! Meetings are held 

Tuesdays at Noon! 
 

 
 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study is on Zoom!  
Meetings are held Thursdays at 7 AM. 

 
 

The choir is off for the summer.  
Would you like to provide special music? 

Contact Ann Badertscher! 
 
 

 
Grief Group will resume  
once we can meet again. 

 
Please contact the office at office@orcgg.org or (714) 539-9541                                

if you would like to join any of our Zoom meetings! 

Our Redeemer has been doing our best to make sure our congregation 
is supported through these difficult times. We’ve created several Zoom 
Meetings, Bible studies and even a Sunday Coffee hour. We’ve been 
dutifully recording and posting our sermons online and sending 
physical bulletins to those who do not have access to the internet. If 
you would like to join any of these emailing lists, please email 
office@orcgg.org or call the office at (714) 539-9541. 

Zoom on over to Our Redeemer! 
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How to find Sermon’s on the website! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2. Go to the “SERMONS” tab at the top of the page 
3. Find the sermon you want & enjoy! The newest sermons are videos and the 
rest are audio. 

 
 

How to give online! 
1.  Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2.  Go to the “ELECTRONIC GIVING” tab at the top 
3. Click “CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE” 
4. This will take you to a secure website where you can create a login and 
decide to give one time or reoccurring payments. We do not retain login 
information. 
 

If you have trouble, email office@orcgg.org or call 714-539-9541 

Would you like a hymnal? 

Come by and pick one up.  
We have lots. We use the new 

cranberry hymnal so these 
haven’t been used for several 
years. They are in the library 

by the office. 

Puzzle Ministry! 
Do you love puzzles? 

 
Have you been working on them 

during your time at home?  
We have puzzle to lend out. There are 
shelves of them in the library. Stop by 
the office to donate some or to pick 

some up.  



 

 

OUR                     
REDEEMER 

STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 

RevBST@aol.com 

Office Manager 
Rebecca G. Terrones 

office@orcgg.org 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com 

Organist 
John Glessner 

Children’s Choir  
Sharon Edmondson 

sharonedmo      
@sbcglobal.net 

 
Bookkeeper 
Kim Radford 

Youth Director 
Patty Erickson 

Thepatty-
wagon15@aol.com 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman                   

Huffdog@aol.com 

 

 

Reflections is a  
publication of Our  
Redeemer Church.  

Newsletter Deadline for  
submissions is noon on 
the 15th of each month. 

  
Sunday 

Reflections 
(announcements) 

deadline is 9 am  
Wednesday  morning for 
the  Sunday’s bulletin.  

 

Please email your  
submissions to  

Rebecca G. Terrones at  
office@orcgg.org.  

 

Articles may be edited for 
content and space. 7/3   Debra Garcia 

7/3   Thomas Kent 
7/3   Michelle Timothy 
7/6   Terry Dickman 
7/8   Shari Ruud 
7/9   Yvonne Bischof 
7/9   Jean Peppmuller 
7/11  Margaret Garceau 
7/12  Bryan Edmondson 
7/12  Tim English 
7/13  Christopher Guardino 
7/14  Ashley Bacon 
7/14  Joe Kingswold 
7/14  Linda Veres 
7/15  Claire Leeb 
7/16  Peggie Yanda 

7/17  Jerry Engelhardt 
7/17  Margie Pyle 
7/19  Luis Garcia 
7/20  Brenda Prothero 
7/21  Patty Erickson 
7/21  Mary Murphy 
7/24  Pastor Brian 
7/25  Joanne Davey 
7/25  Abby Mendoza 
7/27  Will Fleming 
7/28  Corky Krabbenhoft 
7/29  Aidan Bair 
7/29  Terri O’Neal 
7/29  Aubrey Erickson 
7/29  Ruth O’Connor 
7/31  Barbara Howery 
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July Anniversaries: 
7/13   Mr. and Mrs. Fran Shingeno 
7/18  John & Jennifer Leeb 
7/23  Jim & Lori Myers  
7/30  Chris & Patty Erickson 
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OUR REDEEMER 
PRESCHOOL 

Special Dates  
 

~Friday, July 3rd~                          
Closed for the 4th of July 

 

 

 
 

~Friday, July 10th~                          
Teddy Bear 
Picnic Day 

 
 

 
~Wednesday, July 

15th~                          
National Gummi Worm Day 

 
 
 

~Thursday, July 23rd~                          
National 

Vanilla Ice 
cream Day 

Help                               
Our Redeemer Preschool  increase                       

Enrollment by Leaving us a review on 
our Facebook and Yelp page.   

Lucy                   July 1st 
William          July 7th 
Delainey                  July 10th 
Miss Charlee           July 10th 
Jace                   July 19th 
 

We want all the Children to 

be safe from the Sun, so we 

are asking for the first                

application of Sunscreen to be             

applied at home and if you would like 

for us to apply a second time at 

school, Please sign a Medication form 

and bring in a bottle of 

Sunscreen with your child’s 

name on it.  

Summer is Here! 
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It’s time to update our Church Constitution.  
 

We have a Constitution Committee that meets via Zoom.  
The Synod has a model constitution that we work with 

you. We also update our bylaws. The committee consists 
of Chris Erickson, Dave Frostad, Pastor Brian, Karen 

Gustafson, Jerry Engelhardt, and Darrell Tuntland.  Pray 
for the committee as they take care of the business of 

the church. 

Our Redeemer Church has established a Reopening Committee to work on developing a 
plan to safely reopen the church for in person service(s) when the time comes 
(and it will come one day).  The Synod hosted a series of ZOOM meetings for all 
Synod Pastors and corresponding church leaders the last week in May.  Pastor 
Brian and Dave Frostad established a committee that began weekly meetings on 
June 2nd.  The Committee members are Pastor Brian, Dave Frostad, Larry Collier 
(chair), Ann Badertscher, Chris Erickson, Gus Sauter, Leslie Roedl, and Gerry 
Hanson.  The planning team has been reviewing national, state and local 
jurisdictional guidelines, scientific and medical suggested best practices, and 
ELCA and Synod guidelines.  There has been an assessment of the church 
facilities to determine social distancing seating layouts and we are determining 
the necessary safety measures and protocols.  There will be symptom 
screening, required wearing of masks, assigned seating and changes in how the 
service, music and how communion is handled.  Responsive readings/singing, 
and greetings will have to be eliminated for now.   
 
ORC has an overwhelming preponderance of those over 65 and/or are at high 
risk due to medical conditions. Under current guidelines those people are to 
shelter in place.  When we do reopen, we plan to continue the virtual on-line 
service so those who are uncomfortable with coming to church can worship at 
home.   We also will continue to support those members that do not have the 
capability to participate in the on-line service and other on-line meetings.   
 
A special thank you goes to the Pastors, Ann and Lynn, Patty and Rebecca, and 
the other singers and musicians that have done such a marvelous job of 
creating the online services, coffee hour and other meetings that build 
community.  They are tremendously appreciated in these stressful times.  Stay 
safe, shelter, and when going outside in public for essential services social 
distance and wear a mask.   



 

 

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by  
Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, California 92841 

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92841 
 

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672 
Web: www.orcgg.org 

Email: office@orcgg.org 
Preschool: (714) 539-6643 

Email: 
Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org 

 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Closed on Friday 

 
The Lord’s Pantry is open every Saturday 

from 9:00 am to Noon 
 

Worship Schedule: 
Currently online  

by email, on our website or 
Facebook  

Have your monthly Redeemer  
Reflections e-mailed to you.  

Send an email to  
office@orcgg.org with the subject  

“E-mail Reflections” and include your 
name in the body. 

Contact the Church when: 
 You have a joy to share 
 Someone in your family is in the 

hospital 
 You want communion brought to your 

home 
 You want to add someone to the 

prayer list 
 Your address, phone number or email  
       address changes 


