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Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm,.
Closed on Fridays

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.
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1 Corinthians 13:13
And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear friends:
As we enter into February,
we are completing the season of
Epiphany and entering into Lent and
then Easter. The church year was
established centuries ago as a way for
us to annually reflect upon different
important themes of faith.
Epiphany is the season of the
church year to discover, again and
again, who Jesus is. The word Epiphany means
discovery, moment of insight or new awareness, an “aha”
moment. Each year our texts look at those events in the
life of Jesus that reveal to us that Jesus is “God in flesh.”
At his baptism God sends the Holy Spirit upon Jesus,
proclaims that Jesus is his beloved Son, and reveals that
Jesus is special. The season of Epiphany is a season to
study the miracles of Jesus that are signs that point to his
divine nature. The season always concludes with the
Transfiguration of Jesus, where the divine nature of Jesus
shines through his earthly flesh, and as at his baptism,
God confirms that Jesus is his beloved Son.
During the California gold rush, when the miners
discovered gold they would yell: “Eureka.” Epiphany is a
season where we can make our own discovery: Jesus is
God in our midst, and through Jesus we can live in this
world with the assurance of God’s love and forgiveness,
and the hope of eternal life. That “epiphany” is far more
valuable than gold.
The season of Lent is the season of sacrifice.
During the 6 weeks of Lent we look at the journey Jesus
makes to the cross, and we reflect upon our own journey
of faith. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. Ash
Wednesday reminds us that we “are dust and to dust we
shall return.” We are all sinners who will die. Lent is that
season that reminds us that in the face of death, our only
hope is Jesus. It is his suffering and death on the cross
that is our hope for eternal life. But our hope for eternal
life comes at the expense of Jesus. To better appreciate
our salvation, Lent is a time to reflect upon the cost of
salvation.
Lent is also a time for us to “take up our cross and
follow Jesus.” Love is demonstrated through sacrifice.
We love our spouses by sacrificing our individual desires
for our desires as a couple. We love our children by
sacrificing our individual desires to help them grow up in
a loving family. We love our God by sacrificing our
individual desires to spread the love of God to our world
in word and deed.
One way that we lift up the value of self-sacrifice
during Lent is to give up something for Lent or to take on

a task involving sacrifice during Lent. Each year I give
up coffee for Lent. Some people set aside small daily
offerings for a special ministry during Lent. Whatever is
done is a way to embrace the value of sacrifice, and it is a
reminder that no matter what sacrifices we may make in
our lives, they pale in comparison to the sacrifice of Christ
for us.
Ash Wednesday this year is February 18th. We
will have a special service at both noon and 7p.m. I
encourage everyone to use the season of Lent as an
opportunity to reflect upon our mortality, the sacrifice of
Jesus that gains us salvation, and our own willingness to
embrace sacrifice as a way to reflect God’s love to the
people around us.
We live in a culture that values consumption and
selfish pleasures. We have a faith that values love that
comes through sacrifice.
May the season of Lent help you along your
journey of faith this year.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian

LIVING PICTURES 2015
Living pictures is fast approaching. Please
mark the dates to attend on:
SAT. MARCH 28TH, TIMES: 1 & 4 PM
SUN. MARCH 29TH, TIMES: 3 & 6 PM
If you are interested in helping as part of the
cast or crew, please be sure and fill out an
interest form located in narthex and/or the
church office. Important rehearsal dates for
cast & crew are as follows:
STAGING: SUN., MARCH 15TH
FULL DRESS REHEARSAL: SUN.,
MARCH 22ND
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Rear View Meditation
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
Each month, I receive a publication
called “Listen” from the Spiritual
Director’s International organization
of which I am a member. There are
many interesting articles about the
various aspects of being a practicing
spiritual director and very often,
helpful reflection pieces which are
good reading for anyone who
follows Jesus Christ. When I read
the following meditation, I knew it was something I was
called to share with you. I think it’s appropriate for this
time of year when we look at the past year and
contemplate the new.
Here we go: Set aside a half an hour or more,
have paper and pen, or a writing device (laptop or
computer) nearby. Breathe deeply and sit peacefully for
five or more minutes to center yourself and be fully
present to God. In your body, where are you tense?
Spacious? Flexible? Are there spots of resistance or bliss?
Simply notice any sensations without judgment or
analysis.
PRAY: Ask Jesus or God to be with you as you
review your life, and allow His presence to surround you
with love and acceptance.
SHIFT: Allow your attention to travel your life
timeline. Recall age five, or the youngest age you
remember. What energies, sensations, or memories
surface? For what are you thankful, grateful, and least
grateful? Acknowledge your memories without judgment,
write down your thoughts, and move on.
CRUISE: Recall age ten… Recall age fifteen…
Recall age twenty… Pause for a minute, and fast track
into present time, on this present date (today).
Acknowledge to yourself the road you’ve traveled,
together with any consistencies and incongruities. Make
notes. Try not to judge yourself, and stay peaceful inside.
Now, recall age twenty-five… Recall age thirty…
Recall age forty… Continue to your present age (or stop
if you already reached it).
TUNE INTO YOUR BIRTHDAY AGE, THIS
YEAR: Pause to idle in the present time: what reveals
itself to you about here and now, the life you live, the
silence you do - or don’t - cultivate, the kindness you
embrace and share, and life blessings for which you give
thanks?
REFLECT ON THE YEAR AHEAD: Choose one
aspect of your life to tend to with care and compassion.
Be willing to give permission to yourself to fine tune the
necessary actions and changes to involve all the best parts

of yourself to engage and shift into gear. Who and which
activities fuel your creativity, compassion, kindness?
What actions give you joy of life and connect you with
following Jesus more purely? Can you create a roadmap?
Sketch out with words on paper (or computer) what you
might do.
STOP: In your own words, on paper or in silence
of your mind and heart, give thanks for life in all of its
beauty, complexity, and simplicity. Pray your gratitude to
God. Then, park all your thoughts, and simply attend to
the present moment.
SHARE: with someone you trust, your pastor,
your spiritual director/guide, your Bible study group.
When we share our thoughts and spiritual goals with
others, it makes them more concrete and real to us. We are
more ready to engage our goals and bring them to fruition.
May your year ahead be one of increased love and care for
yourself, for out of your fidelity to your inner landscape
and spiritual journey will come the overflow of love that
will manifest as service to God.
With love for all of you,

Lynne

~ Care & Kindness ~

Our next meeting is Wednesday, Feb. 11th at 9:30
am in the council room. We invite you to join us
and learn how visiting our home-bound members
will change your life in amazing ways. The Care and
Kindness team is making a difference in the lives of
members by bringing smiles, love, and a listening
ear. For more information, call Lynne in the church
office (714) 539-9541, or email her at
lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
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Volunteer Appreciation Epiphany Brunch
A nice time was had by all who attended the appreciation brunch.

Thank you for
blessing us
with all you do!!

February 2015
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Women’s Circles

Circles are groups of ORLC women that meet monthly for
Bible Study, fellowship and sharing. We have five circles,
which are listed below. For more information, please contact a
Circle Leader. Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Grace
Monday, Feb. 9, 6 pm
Location: Lynda Engelhardt

Sincerity
Monday, Feb. 9, 7 pm
Contact: Tina Ray

New Faith
Thurs., Feb. 19, 7 pm
Location: Val Fleming

New Joy
Tuesday, Feb., 24 7pm
Location: Janice Lyle

With heartfelt thanks ...

My mother Nadine Reeves and I want to thank all who
sent her wonderful cards and notes for her 100th birthday. We had a wonderful birthday luncheon to celebrate.
I am so blessed, as she is in good health and mentally
sharp. ~ Karen Roznos and family.
Thank you all for your prayers and gifts! Life is getting a
little more tolerable, day-by-day, by God’s grace and
love. I am so blessed to have your support and love in
these trying times. ~ Adonna Bustamante

ONLINE GIVING
Have you established your online giving account
yet? It’s easy to do, and it will make your giving
simpler. You can set it up from our church website
(www.orcgg.org, then click on “Online Giving” from
the navigation bar near the top). After accessing
the online giving page, you first create a profile
using your email address and password on a
customized webpage. Following pages will allow you
to designate your giving to the “General Fund”
and/or “Building Fund,” the frequency of giving, and
how you want to give (credit card or automatic
withdrawal from your checking or savings
account.)
Our Redeemer recommends that you do not use
your credit card, as the church will get charged a
percentage fee. Instead, please use the automatic
withdrawal option.
If you’d prefer a church staff member to enter all
your information and set up your account online
for you, ask the office to give you a “Simply Giving”
authorization form, and we’ll take care of it for
you. And you can call the church office to assist
you with any part of the process - 714-5399541.We want to assist you in any way that we
can.

Soup Suppers for Lent
Mark your calendars to attend the weekly soup suppers
during lent.
*** Please fill out an interest form at church or call the
office if you would like to help supply and serve soup,
salad and bread for one of the Lenten suppers on the
following dates:
Feb. 25, March 4, March 11 & March 18th at 6pm.

“COMFORT IN A BOWL”
Social Ministry wants you to know that there is plenty of delicious, nutritious homemade soup frozen in
single serving sizes and waiting for you if you’re sick and need a “bowl of comfort.”
Our kitchen freezer is well-stocked, so please ask for soup to be delivered to you when you are
sick. If your husband or wife is ill, and you need soup for them, please call us to help you.
Don’t risk getting chilled by going out to the store for soup; instead, call the church office
(714-539-9541), and someone will bring you one or more containers of soup.
We love you and want you to feel better soon, so eat up that soup!
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Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian
Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
in Endter Hall
(714) 539-9541

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Sat.
Feb. 14 at 7:30 A.M. in Endter Hall. All men
(and their guests) of the church are invited to
attend. A great breakfast will be served by
our own "church chefs.” This month, you will
enjoy listening to Tom Kent as he speaks about the historical
significance of the mascots for professional sport teams.
As always, please bring your cans and bottles for recycling to
support our Compassion International students.

Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher
(714) 852-2064

Please join us
for the next Red
Hat Work Day
on
Mon., Feb. 2nd
at 9am

Book Circle meets the fourth
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm for
fellowship and
discussion of a
variety of
literature, current
and classic,
fiction and nonfiction. All avid
readers are invited to join us. For
more information, contact Ron
Stearns at (714) 891-9462.
Feb. 27

The Glass Castle,
by Jeannette Walls
March 27 I Am Malala,
by Malala Yousafzai
April 24 Songs of Willow Frost
by Jamie Ford
May 22
The Turn of the Screw,
by Henry James

Young At Heart
Valentine Magic!

Monday, February16th at 11 am

Wear RED and be prepared to have a lot of fun.
Our entertainment this month will be provided by our
“own” terrific MAGICIAN,
MAGICIAN Donald Frank. Please come
watch him perform the magic we all love.
**Please bring a salad or deviled eggs to share. **
In January, you outdid yourselves with the wonderful
salads… and we all appreciate that! Wonderful comments
on the lasagna should go to “Stauffers!” We had a total of
58 attendees last month and welcomed newcomers, Sue
and Gerry Hanson, We hope they’ll come again!
Our upcoming church-wide Cookbook will need all those
fabulous recipes! The cookbook will be made possible due
to your efforts and mine.
Let’s continue to mark our calendars each month and be
sure to bring a friend, Why not ask the person next to
you on Sunday mornings.? This is an important gathering
of people over 50, and for those of us who are older, a
wonderful way to socialize and support the loving
members of Our Redeemer. Prayers for all and a special
thank you to our wonderful Pastor Brian who cares for
us and whom we love very much! God be with you all,
until we meet again.—Erna.
Please contact Erna Lund to rsvp with your food item
or with any questions. (714) 775-4162.

February 2015
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
J a n u a r y wa s wi n t e r a n d
wonderful!! We came back to
school on the 5th and jumped
right into winter. Temperatures
dropped during our first week
back and though it snowed in
surrounding areas we weren’t
Our Redeemer quite as lucky and it never
made it here... but with a little
Preschool
help we had some snow
delivered on the 9th and we
Sue Creager, Director played for the day.
The
(714) 539539-6643
children brought their mittens
and had a blast making
preschool@ourredeemer snowmen, snow-angels and had
gardengrove.org
wonderful snowball fights. It
was great fun for all (with the
added bonus of above freezing
temperatures).
Also during
January, we learned about some
of God’s interesting creatures.
We made bird feeders to help
out the birds and we learned
about Penguins and Polar Bears –- just to name a few.
January also brought us Teddy Bear Day and our
Men’s Breakfast
wonderful unit on Police. We had a special visitor
from Garden Grove PD who showed our kids some of
the cool tools Police Officers use and talked to them
about strangers and how to be safe. We enjoyed a
fun unit on Math for the older ones, and some special
fine-motor activities and games for the little ones.
We ended the month with PaJama Day where we wear
PJ’s to school… fix breakfast and learn about sleep,
dreams and nightmares.

February will be another fun filled month at
preschool. The children will make special valentines
and play post office (doesn’t that sound like fun?) as
well as exchange valentines with their friends at their
Valentine Party. We will also be learning about Lunar
New Year, The Year of the Goat with some special
treats and traditions. We will begin our unit on Dental
Heath towards the end of the month with a field trip
to visit our favorite children’s dentist, Dr. John. Also,
during the month we are scheduling Parent Teacher
Conferences and all our staff is being re-trained on
CPR and First Aid .
On another note, I would like to thank those
that came and participated in our Bunco Blast
fundraiser on January 23rd. The night was filled with
much fun and laughter. Also, the Preschool will be
doing another fundraising event that you might want
to take part in. On Sunday, February 1st we will be
selling See’s Candy in the courtyard between church
services. Please feel free to stop by and buy some
candy for yourself or even someone special for the
upcoming holiday. The candy will be delivered by
February 6th… plenty of time before Valentine’s Day.
Thank you again for your continued support
throughout all of our events and fundraisers.
Come by and say hi,

Sue

Do you want to build a snowman?

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED!
We are in need of one Sunday school teacher for our youngest children
(PreK-Kinder.) There are usually between 5-9 children in this group, and they
are so eager to learn about the love of Jesus that it positively warms your
heart. Won’t you please come and make a difference in their young lives?
The volunteer positions are one Sunday a month,
month and the curriculum is very
easy to use and lots of fun to teach.
Please call the church office to sign up to teach (714-539-9541). Thank you!
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Church Council Officers
2015
President:
John Leeb
Vice President:
Tina Ray

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Church Council Highlights
Each year in January, the church council has a retreat to elect officers for
the year and to set goals for the coming year. At the church council retreat
this year, the officers elected for the coming year are: President: John
Leeb, Vice-President: Tina Ray, Treasurer: Chris Erickson, Secretary: Carol
Tuntland.

The council also set an ambitious set of goals for the coming year.
1. As directed at the last congregational meeting, the council will compile a
Treasurer:
report of anticipated major repairs in the coming years. Those include: reChris Erickson
placing air conditioning units, replacing roofs, repairing parking lots, new
Secretary:
carpeting and flooring for the sanctuary. We will also compile a chart that
Carol Tuntland
breaks down the giving of members by age.
2. Continue to get bids for Solar panels and determine if Solar panels can
be cost effective immediately and provide long term financial savings.
Conduct a ministry Faire in the fall to encourage members to sign up for specific ministries. Have volunteers host booths to answer questions and encourage sign ups.
Develop a “Dinner for 8” program. Carol Tuntland and Paula Kielich will coordinate a program for
people to sign up to participate in fellowship groups. They will assign groups. Each group will meet
4 times during the year for a meal and conversation.
Host another Marriage Renewal Event in June.
Blood Drive would be resumed on site. Efforts to host a more efficient blood drive will be coordinated
with the Red Cross.
New Church Organ: a committee has been assigned the task of choosing a new organ and then planning any possible funding for the cost.
Scrip: Jen Leeb will coordinate a Scrip program. Members can purchase gift cards at face value and
the church is given a percentage of each sale. The money raised is to be used for special projects
like the organ fund, youth scholarships to national youth gathering, mission projects.
Staffing: Lynne Prechel’s 3 year term call will expire at the end of the year. We will need to make a
recommendation for staffing in 2016 and beyond.

Creating a Legacy for Those You Love
Mark your calendars for this important seminar to be held on May 3rd at 5pm.
Special guest presenter will be Greg Shepherd, ELCA Foundation Regional Gift Planner.
Dinner will be provided!

PLANES, TRAINS AND AUTOMOBILES...Yup, they are all required to get our youth to
Detroit for the 2015 Youth Conference! You will have the opportunity to help make it
happen for our youth...watch for the “Road to Detroit” in mid-February...when you
can purchase a train, plane or automobile and see your name on your vehicle on our
road! It's going to be awesome!

February 2015
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FebruaryWorship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.
Council Person of the Month
8:30 Carol Tuntland 10:00 John Leeb

2/1
2/15

2/1
2/8
2/18
2/22

8:30 am Communion Assistants
Paul Schremp
Gerry & Sue Hanson

2/8
2/22

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson
Paula Kielich

2/1
2/8
2/15
2/22

Greeters
Larry & Sandee Collier
Terry Dickman
Sue & Gerry Hanson
Gus & Sue Sauter

Lectors
Larry Collier
Tina Fitzharris
Tina Ray
Tom Kent

Acolytes
8:30 am
10 am
2/1 Aidan Bair
Emmanuel
2/8 Colin Prothero
Andrew Garcia
2/15 Audrey Prothero Erika Taylor
2/22 Aidan Bair
James Mendoza

Altar Guild
Set up: Terry Dickman
Clean up: Karen Gustafson

Soundboard
8:30 Terrence Young
10:00 Jerry Healy

Ushers
Don Woodhouse/Team 1

3)
4)
7)
11)
13)
14)
15)

15)
16)
19)
20)
21)
26)

Irene Davis
Diane Erickson
Nicole Roznos
Elise Huffman
Kody Spaberg
Cindy Mendonca
Jared Kennison
Dana Hayden
Tom Roedl
Ted Teaford
Jim Huffman
Edmund Channita
Ken Lund
Christine Frank

27)
28)

29)

Emmett Ramirez
Patty Kessler
Wyatt Van Laningham
Anita Griswold
John Erickson
Jean Girardi
James Vinson
Adonna Bustamante
Gladys Bale
Billy VanSickle
Whitney Rupp
John Prothero
Greg Osthus

FebruaryAnniversaries
2/5/68 Tim & Paula English
2/5/05 Ron & Cathleen Stearns
2/21/60 Theodore & Gloria Matthews

Sunday Reflections
deadline is 11 am Tuesday
mornings for the
following Sunday’s bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Susan Hirsch at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited for
content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
revBST@aim.com

FebruaryBirthdays
2)

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Deadline for
submissions is noon on the
15th of each month.

Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Susan Hirsch
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Children’s Choir Director
Sharon Edmondson
Bookeeper
Kim Conrad
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Tim's
Handyman Services

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Timothy N. Venard

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-425-5472

714-952-8787

fax 714-531-9481

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

timvenard@yahoo.com
In all I do,
I glorify the lord

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

714-840-7510

Magnolia Memorial Park

CALL TODAY:

Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

714-955-3551

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771

TIMELY • RELIABLE • PROFESSIONAL

www.responsiveplumbing.com

Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

$25.00 off

www.magnoliamemorial.org

Your First Service Call
With This Coupon

Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

Rowntree Gardens

OUR REDEEMER / 167

A Quaker Gardens Senior Community

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email
address changes

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Fridays
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is available

