
 

 

 

Redeemer Ref lections 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC 
Stay updated with the latest info and 

photos. 
 

INSTAGRAM:  

@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 
 
 

EMAIL:  
office@orcgg.org  

Sign up to receive updates and the 
monthly newsletter by email. 

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives! 
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 
Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
Email:  

office@orcgg.org 
www.orcgg.org 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

8:30 am Traditional Worship 
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship 

Sunday School: 10:15 am 
Adult Education: 10 am 
Nursery Care is provided 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday: 9 AM to 12 PM 
Fri: Closed 

Connect  

with us!  
 

Tell Someone You Care 
 
 

During these trying times, connections to 
others important to keep up. While we may 

not allowed to be together in person, we can 
still let others know we care, and 

 
Bless someone with a card in the mail,                     

an email, or a phone call.  



 

 

Dear Friends: 
 
I MISS YOU!!!   
 It’s just been 6 weeks or so, but it seems like an eternity.  And even 
what we get back together, we’re going to have to practice social distancing, 
so we’ll have to figure out acceptable means of expressing affection for one 
another. I hope we will be able to gather together soon. 
When we will get back together?  As soon as the government allows 

groups to gather again.  We are planning to develop worship services where we can 
practice social distancing. Whether we only allow 10 people in the sanctuary at a time or we 
rope off pews and require people to wear masks and sit 6 feet apart, will depend on the 
guidance given to us by medical experts.  We are an older congregation and we want to 
exercise caution as we consider our future options- BUT WE WILL GATHER AGAIN SOON! 
 I hope most of you are able to get our videotaped services.  We’ve been working hard 
to improve the quality as we go along. (It’s tough to teach an old dog new tricks, but we’re 
trying.)  A big thank you to Patty Erickson who has been our technical advisor and making 
all this possible.  We plan to continue videotaping the sermons after we are able to meet 
again, so that those who can not get to church can still access worship.  We will also 
continue to mail out bulletins and copies of sermons to those without internet access. 
 Thank you for your generosity!  Through the first 6 weeks of this crisis, members 
have faithfully continued their pledges and have kept the congregation in the black.  We 
may have to make adjustments in the future, but for now, thank you again for your 
faithfulness.  We are in the process of applying for the PPP loans, but are still waiting to 
hear back. 
 Please keep our preschool in your prayers.  The preschool has had no income 
since mid-March.  We are making plans to open back up on May 18th, following 
government guidelines that limit 10 children per classroom.  Please keep our teachers, the 
children, and especially our preschool director, Ms. Cindy in your prayers. 
 This week we were assigned our new intern for the fall.  Jill Disbro will be joining us 
beginning September 1.  You’ll hear more about her as we get closer to her starting date, 
but she comes from the Midwest, has Lutheran pastors in her family, and is fully bi-lingual 
in Spanish.  This is the first time we will have back to back interns where we will be saying 
good-bye to Jennifer at the same time we will be welcoming Jill.   
 Rebecca, our office manager, is getting married May 7th. Her fiancé is Joshua 
Conrad. Her original wedding plans for April were ruined by the Covid-19 crisis.  It will be a 
small, private affair at the Honda Center, but send her your greetings.  Receptions, parties, 
and honeymoon are all on hold indefinitely. 
 We will get through this difficult time as we go through it TOGETHER.  Thank God for 
all the men and women who have made personal sacrifices to help those who are sick and 
to keep our nation safe.  Let’s all do our part by following the directions of the experts and 
keeping ourselves healthy and keeping the virus from spreading in our communities. 
 
 In Christ, 

             Pastor Brian 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jennifer Garcia 

What does baptism mean for us right now? 
 

 In confirmation class, we have been spending several weeks discussing 
baptism. It is important to learn about, but it has been occurring to me that it 
does not mean much if we only learn about it in the abstract. What does it 
matter that it is a sacrament? What does it matter that Jesus was baptized? 
What does it matter that some churches baptize by splashing water over 

people’s foreheads and others by immersing people in water? What does any of that matter 
unless it has an impact on our lives? 
 We are experiencing a pandemic for the first time in any of our lives. We are all 
experiencing crisis, trauma, and grief in some form and in varying degrees. What does 
baptism mean to us today? 
In confirmation class we have been learning these big ideas: 
• With one baptism we join with the family of faith, and experience a fresh start every 

day. 
• With water and Word, we are washed with God’s loving grace. 
• Baptism promises forgiveness, salvation, and new life with God forever. 
So what do these mean for us? 
• With one baptism we join with the family of faith, and experience a fresh start 

every day. 
 In baptism we are part of God’s family, which includes Christians all over the world 
 and throughout time. Even though we are physically distant from each other right 
 now, we are assured that we are connected to each other by the Holy Spirit. Who in 
 your faith family can you reach out to right now by phone, mail, social media, or 
 email? 

 

• With water and Word, we are washed with God’s loving grace. 
 We are particularly concerned with cleanliness right now. Even as we wash our hands 
 as a way to care for our neighbors, we are assured that our baptism washed us clean 
 forever, and we are new people in God. The next time you wash your hands, say a 
 prayer thanking God for the gifts of baptism, forgiveness, and grace. 

 
• Baptism promises forgiveness, salvation, and new life with God forever. 
 This is a scary time to live in. We are afraid for our own lives, those of the people we 
 love, and those of people we do not know but are also made in the image of God. 
 These are real fears, and it is good to acknowledge and accept those feelings. As we 
 sit with those fears, we can also be assured that while so much is uncertain right 
 now, our life in God is secure. You are God’s beloved child forever. Thanks be to God! 
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Men's Breakfast 
No Meeting for the month of May 

 
 When the Men's Breakfast Fellowship meets again we 
encourage all men of the church to attend our next 
meeting. We hope the steak BBQ in June will be a go.  
 Please keep your donations of cans and bottles to help 
support our Compassion International students for our next meeting. 

 

Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety 
of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-
fiction.  All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are 
invited to join us.  Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 
for more information.  Up-coming selections include: 

 

Up-coming selections include: 

May 22—Daughter of Moloka’i, by Alan Brennert 
 

June 26—Everything All at Once, by Bill Nye 
 

July 24—Before We Were Yours, by Lisa Wingate 
 

Aug. 28—Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey, 
     by The Countess Carnavon 
 

Sept. 25—Faceless Killers, by Henning Mankell 
 

Oct. 23—The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, by Stephen Brusatte 
 

 

“There are greater crimes than burning books; one of 
those is not reading them.”   

 -  Ray Bradbury 
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Sunday Cool!  

 

Happy May! Each Sunday, we will be posting a Family Sunday School 
by Sparkhouse. We use Sparkhouse for the younger class lessons. It 
includes the lesson, music and activities that go with that weeks 
sermon. We also include a color page. We miss the students and 

hope this will help with their Sundays. All of this will be posted on the church family page-
facebook.com/groups/184963344959994/ 

The Phil Lochaas Scholarship application will be sent to all students graduating and in 
college. Look for it. 

Congratulation to Andrew Garcia who will be graduating from La Quinta High School this 
year. He has big plans for the fall-he’s heading to college-still has some time to decide 
since all of life is up in the air! 

  

Student Ministry Director: Patty Erickson@ thepattywagon15@aol.com 

Brown Bag Bible Study 
has been moved to 
Zoom. Please email 

Office@orcgg.org if you 
would like to join our mailing 
list or our Zoom meetings! 

 

Men’s Bible Study and 
Grief Group  will resume 
once we can meet again. 
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Meet Flat Jesus!  
Just one of the ways Jesus is with us always.  
We would love to see him when we Zoom!  

Print and color him. Take pictures with him at your home and on your walks.  
Post pictures to our Facebook or Instagram page.  

Mail him to the office would be great too! 
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May Crossword Puzzle 

Find the answers on page 10! 
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How to find Sermon’s on the website! 
1. Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2. Go to the “SERMONS” tab at the top of the page 

 
 

3. Find the sermon you want & enjoy! The newest sermons 
are videos (each week they are getting better) and the rest 
are audio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to give online! 
1. Go to www.ORCGG.org 
2. Go to the “ELECTRONIC GIVING” tab at the top 

 
 

3. Click “CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE” 
4. This will take you to a secure website where you can 
create a login and decide to give one time or reoccurring 
payments. We do not retain login information. 
 

If you have trouble, email office@orcgg.org or call 714-539-9541 



 

 

May Worship Assistants 
 

Thank you for being willing to serve! 

Council Persons of the Month 
8:30 AM  David Frostad  10:00 AM *   

 
    

8:30 AM Communion Assistants 
5/3 Carol Tuntland 
5/17 * 
5/31       Becky & Jim Vinson 
 
 

10 AM Communion Assistants 
5/10 Mary Kent & Margie 
5/24 Becky & Jim Vinson 

 
 

Lectors 
5/3 * 
5/10 Chris Erickson 
5/17 Dorothie Bair 
5/24 Cathy Seabourne 

Ushers 
8:30 AM   Terry Dickman, Lori Martin, Cathy 
Seabourne 
 

10:00 AM  Jim Vinson & Annette Agosta 
       

Altar Guild 
Setup:         Becky & Jim Vinson 
Clean Up:      Marilyn Witt & Val Flemming 

 

Soundboard/AV 
8:30      * 
10:00    Sherwood Witt 

May Birthdays 

May Anniversaries 

OUR REDEEMER 
STAFF 

 
Senior Pastor 

Brian S. Taylor 
RevBST@aol.com 

Office Manager 
Rebecca G. Terrones 

office@orcgg.org 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher                       

annieemb@aol.com 

Organist 
John Glessner 

Children’s Choir  
Sharon Edmondson 

sharonedmo      
@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bookkeeper 
Kim Radford 

Youth Director 
Patty Erickson 

Thepattywagon15@aol.com 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman                   

Huffdog@aol.com 

Reflections is a  
publication of Our  
Redeemer Church. 

Deadline for  
submissions is noon 
on the 15th of each 

month. 
  

Sunday 
Reflections 

(announcements) 
deadline is 9 am 

Wednesday  
morning for the  

following Sunday’s 
bulletin.  

 

Please email your  
submissions to  

Rebecca G. Terrones 
at  

office@orcgg.org.  
 

Articles may be edit-
ed for content and 

space. 

5/1  Alice Rosenthal 
5/1  Birtha Van Laningham  
5/5  Paul Schremp 
5/6  Bill Aanestad 
5/7  Betty Buelow 
5/7   Alexis Erickson 
5/8   C.J. Adame 
5/8   Timothy Myers 
5/11 Jacob Cisneros 
5/14 Kameron Andersen 
5/14 Dana Roznos 
5/15 Parker Channita 
5/15 Brandon Kallen 
 
 
 

5/16 Jerry Healy 
5/16 Matthew Soto 
5/18 Joyce Wallace 
5/19 Patrick Channita 
5/19 Carol Horton 
5/20 Justin Osterode 
5/24 Ked Insouvanah 
5/25 Ananetta Adame 
5/25 Boua Phan Channita 
5/25 Reid Robbins 
5/26 Samantha Andersen 
5/31  Robin Hoyle 
5/31  Arya Patel 

5/11 Michael & Lori Martin 
5/12 Malcom & Patricia Trevor  
5/16 Sherwood & Marilyn Witt 
5/17 Dana & Mirdza Hayden 
 

5/17 Larry & Lorrie Klevos 
5/17 Javier & Tracy Mendoza 
5/25 Will & Valerie Fleming 
 

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714) 539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG  
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE.  THANK YOU! 
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Currently, some of our women’s circles are 
meeting on Zoom and some are not meeting but 

still in touch. Check up on your circle sisters! 
 

Tea planned for Saturday, May 9th at Noon is 
unfortunately cancelled. Pending the WELCA 

meeting it may be rescheduled.  
 

Call a friend and share a cup of tea… 
until we can meet again- 

 

If you are cold, tea will warm you; 
If you are too heated, it will cool you; 
If you are depressed, it will cheer you; 
If you are exhausted, it will calm you. 

William Gladstone  

WELCA Updates: 

Crossword Answers: 
Across:       Down: 
4. Sheep      1. Gate 
5. Voice      2. Shepherd 
6. Name      3. Abundant 
7. Good      4. Save 
9. Thief       8. Life 
11. Know      10. Follow    

OUR REDEEMER BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESS 
 

We just completed a successful Blood Drive on Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
through HOAG Hospital & The Southern California Blood Bank. They do a great 
job in trying to use all of the blood in Southern California. 
 

We had 37 donors volunteer to give blood and received 35 units of blood.  3-
people gave Double Red and 5 people were unable to donate. The day went 
smoothly. We started at 1:00 PM and finished at 7:30 PM. 20 of the donors 
were from our congregation and 17 were from 
the internet. 
 

Thank you to Tom & Susan Kent for handling the 
canteen again this year & to Gerry Hanson for 
helping. A special thanks goes to Gus & Susan 
Sauter who managed the drive for the church. 



 

 

We will celebrate Pentecost on May 31st!  
 
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we read Acts 2 in many 
languages. The story occurs after Jesus had been 
crucified, risen from death, and ascended to heaven. The 
disciples were in one place in Galilee as Jesus instructed. 
Although Jesus had warned them about his death and 
predicted his resurrection, they were unprepared for all 
that had transpired. Their lives were shattered—their 
future was unclear. What would happen?  
 

Jesus had tried teaching them for when he no longer would be able to be with them on 
earth. Jesus had promised to send the Advocate to be with them. And so they waited. 
Scared and no idea of what the future would hold, they waited. 
 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” (Acts 2:1-4 NRSV) 
 
The Festival of Pentecost comes 50 days after Easter Sunday which will be May 31st this 
year. It is the longest season of the church year, extending to the season of Advent. The 
other seasons of the church year (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent and Easter) emphasize 
some aspect of the life of Jesus, Pentecost emphasizes the life of the Spirit-infused church.  

Every Pentecost we wear red! 
If we worship on Zoom you could 
even wear your red pajamas! Pas-
tor will be wearing his red clergy 
shirt and suit coat (always a high-
light!). If we worship in person-

dress in red! 
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“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by  
Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, California 92841 

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92841 
 

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672 
Web: www.orcgg.org 

Email: office@orcgg.org 
Preschool: (714) 539-6643 

Email: 
Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org 

 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Closed on Friday 

 

Worship Schedule: 
Currently online by email or 

Facebook 
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir 

 10 am Prayer & Praise Worship 
Sunday School: 10:15 am 
Adult Education: 10 am 

Have your monthly Redeemer  
Reflections e-mailed to you.  

Send an email to  
office@orcgg.org with the subject  

“E-mail Reflections” and include your 
name in the body. 

Contact the Church when: 
 You have a joy to share 
 Someone in your family is in the 

hospital 
 You want communion brought to your 

home 
 You want to add someone to the 

prayer list 
 Your address, phone number or email  
       address changes 


