
 

 

Redeemer Ref lections 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.orcgg.org 
 

“Like” us on  
FACEBOOK:  

facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC 
 

INSTAGRAM: 
@ourredeemerchurchgardengroveca 

 
Stay updated with the latest info and 

photos. 
EMAIL:  

office@orcgg.org  
Sign up to receive updates and the 

monthly newsletter by email. 

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that 

others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Our Redeemer Lives! 
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, Calif. 92841 
Phone: (714) 539-9541 
FAX: (714) 539-7672 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
Email:  

office@orcgg.org 
www.orcgg.org 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
8:30 am Traditional Worship 

10 am Prayer & Praise Worship 
Sunday School: 10:15 am 
Adult Education: 10 am 
Nursery Care is provided 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon-Thur: 8:30 am-2:30 pm 

Fri: Closed 

Connect  

with us! 

 

 
 

Merry 
Christmas 



 

 

Dear Friends: 
 
December marks the beginning of the season of Advent.  Advent lasts for the 4 Sundays 
before Christmas.  It is a season of hope during the darkness of winter. 
 
Part of our Advent celebration includes the Advent Wreath.  There are 4 candles in the 
wreath for the 4 Sundays in Advent.  Our Redeemer has 3 blue candles and 1 pink candle.  
Several years ago, the color of Advent was changed from purple to blue.  The purple color 
represented repentance as part of preparing for the coming of Jesus.  It was a somber 

season, similar to Lent.  More recently, the color has changed to blue which is a color of hope.  The theme 
has changed from a fearful preparation for the return of Jesus to a hopeful anticipation of the return of Jesus 
when he finally establishes his eternal kingdom. 
 
The theme of Advent is all about waiting for the coming of Jesus.  On the one hand, the church remembers 
the waiting for the first coming of Jesus.  It was over 1000 years between the time Isaiah prophesied about 
the coming Messiah, and the birth of Jesus. During those years Israel was conquered by the Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Greeks and Romans.  God’s people suffered while they waited.  But finally after 1000 years, 
Jesus was born and God revealed God’s plan of eternal salvation that was to come through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
We are now waiting for the second coming of Jesus.  We live in a world where there is still suffering, evil, 
and death, but we wait with hope.  Because Jesus was raised from the dead to eternal life, we have the hope 
of Resurrection and eternal life.  We live with love now, we live with forgiveness now and we live with hope 
now… but we still wait for the fullness of God’s kingdom. 
My hope and prayer is that your waiting during this Advent season, is not just waiting to open Christmas gifts 
on Christmas day.  I hope you will remember the waiting of God’s people in the past that culminated in the 
coming of Jesus, and the salvation he offered to the world through his death on the cross.  And I hope that 
you will find strength and hope as we wait for the final fulfillment of God’s kingdom when Jesus comes again.   
 
Kairos: I just returned from another Kairos weekend at California City Prison.  It is always an amazing 
experience.  A big part of the weekend centers around forgiveness.  During the weekend each participant is 
given 2 bags of cookies to give to someone else in prison.  One bag is given to someone you need to ask for 
forgiveness from for something you did, and the other is given to someone who did something to you and 
you need to forgive.  One of the participants at my table was walking through the prison and noticed a rival 
gang member who had shot him in the neck when they were both on the street.  He went over to the man 
and offered him one of the bags of cookies as a token of his forgiveness and then offered him the other bag 
asking forgiveness for having shot a friend of the man who shot him.  There are so many stories of 
participants choosing forgiveness over revenge.  It is inspiring. 
 
Another note about Kairos is the return rate of prisoners.  On average, over 80% of prisoners are arrested 
after their release from prison.  Among those who attend a Kairos weekend, the percentage is in the 20%.  
It’s a program that works. 
 
If anyone is interested in helping to work a Thursday-Sunday weekend, let me or Chris Erickson know.  It is a 
time consuming and exhausting weekend, but it really makes a difference and makes “God’s kingdom come 
on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
What a great way to work for Jesus as we wait for Jesus! 

Reflections from the Pastor  
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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Reflections from the Intern Pastor  
by Pastor Jennifer Garcia 

Dear Friends,  

In addition to participating in as many aspects of life at Our Redeemer as I can, my 

internship will involve a project. I will be focusing on evangelism.  

My primary experience with evangelism was in my high school’s Christian club, which 

had a certain lens on sharing one’s faith. We did outreach events that focused on 

people “making a decision for Christ,” instead of helping people see that God already 

chose them and loves them. I participated in these events with a judgmental attitude, 

attempting to engage people I had decided must not be saved. I was not a good example of God’s 

love. My faith has changed a lot over the years, and my early experiences with evangelism made me 

hesitant to share my faith at all, even in a more loving way. This project will hopefully help me—and 

perhaps you, too—find a Lutheran way of sharing the joy God has given us in a way that makes 

people curious about Christ instead of repelling them. 

After doing some reading on evangelism, I will be reaching out to evangelism committees from 

many different churches—Lutheran and other denominations. I hope that in interviewing them, I will 

learn different approaches to evangelism that I can bring back to Our Redeemer. 

I have been invited to participate in the Hein-Fry Book of Faith Challenge, which is a program for 

developing innovative curriculum about scripture. This year’s theme is “The Bible—Word, not 

Weapon,” so I will be developing a curriculum that will help us talk about the Bible with people who 

are not Christian in a way that will be inviting and honest instead of defensive or demanding. I’ll be 

offering that class sometime in the spring, so please keep your eye out for more information. I’ll 

need your help in making the curriculum the best it can be. 

I’ll be creating a video that showcases the curriculum, and next November, I’ll be traveling to 

Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina to present my project 

alongside seminarians from the other ELCA seminaries. 

I look forward to learning with you how to talk about faith in a loving, helpful way that is true to our 

Lutheran understanding of God. I can’t wait to walk this journey with you! 
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Join one of the four women’s circles at ORC for Bible study, fellowship & sharing!   

For more information, please contact a circle Leader. Visitors and new members are always welcome. 
 

Grace 
December 9 @ 7 pm 

 

*Susan Kent -  Leader 

714-454-8545  Cell 

 New Faith  
December 19 @  7 pm 

*Val Fleming-  Leader 

714-539-9428 

Sincerity       
December 9 @ 1 pm 

*Yvonne Bischof– Leader 

714-539-0942 

Michelle Timothy -  Leader                                                            

New Joy 

December 10 @ 7 pm 

@ Sandee Collier 

*Karen Gustafson -  Leader 

562-429-1272 

2020 Service Year Schedule 
 

Please begin looking at your calendars, 
the 2020 Worship Assistant sign up 

sheets will be out soon seeking  
volunteers for communion, altar guild, 
lectors, and greeters.  This is a great  
opportunity to get involved with ORC. 

 
Your service is greatly appreciated! 

Worship Assistants 
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Sunday Cool: Our younger class is children 3 years old thru 1st grade and our older 
class is 2nd-6th grade. Students in 7th-8th grade are encouraged to be helpers in 
Sunday Cool. 
  
December 1st-Mrs. Sharon will lead the opening and Miss Aracelli will teach about A child Called 
Immanuel from Isaiah 7:10-17 and Mr. Will will teach the older class. 
 
December 8th-Mrs. Sharon will lead the opening and Miss Mary will teach about the Angels Visit 
from Matthew 2:18-25 and Mr. Will will teach the older class. 
 
December 15th-Mrs. Sharon will lead a Christmas Sing a Long and games! 
 
December 22nd-Sunday Cool Christmas Party-Christmas Lesson & Craft and learn about when 
Jesus is Born. 
 
December 24th-Christmas Eve Worship at 5:00 pm and 9:00 pm. 
     
December 29th- Worship Together-We will all be in worship together in one service at 10:00 
am.         

Youth Director: Patty Erickson@ thepattywagon15@aol.com 

A message from the Health Ministry… 
 

Thank you to Hoag Hospital for providing the free 
vaccine to our congregation and to our community.  

Our nurses gave 68 flu shots to our church members, 
our friends and our community members.  
We hope no one will get the flu this year!  
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Community Grief Support Group 
Loving support for those who are hurting. 
Here to support grief or loss of any kind! 

 
 
 
 

 
Mondays at 11 am  

Council Room 

Free monthly 
Blood Pressure Check  

Sunday, December 8th  
 
 

between services on the patio.  
See you there! 

  
   
   
   
 

  
 

  
   

   
 

  
   

 

  
   

 

ORLC Book Circle 
 
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship 
and discussion of a variety of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-
fiction. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join us. Call Ron 
Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information. Up-coming selections include: 
 
Dec. 6 Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens (and our annual holiday 
potluck hosted by Sandee and Larry Collier) 
Jan. 27 The Pioneers, by David McCullough 
Feb. 28 Rappaccini’s Daughter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Mar. 27 Daughter of oloka’i, by Alan Brennert 
 
“There are greater crimes than burning books; one of those is not reading them.”  

-  Ray Bradbury 

The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday 
December 14 at 7:30 A.M. in Endter Hall.  All men of the 
church are invited to attend.   
 
A great breakfast is served by our own “church chefs”.  We 
will be enthralled with Christmas music by Lorrie Klevos and 
“helpers”.  Lorrie always presents a delightful program.   
 
Don’t forget your cans and bottles that help support our 
Compassion International students.  
 
Thanks, Will Fleming  

 



 

 

December Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.   

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
OUR REDEEMER STAFF 

Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 

RevBST@aol.com 

Intern Pastor 
Jennifer Garcia 

PastorJenniferGarcia 
@gmail.com 

 

Church Administrator 
Ali Aust 

office@orcgg.org 
 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher 

Organist 
John Glessner 

Children’s Choir Director 
Sharon Edmondson 

 

Bookkeeper 
Kim  Radcliff 

Youth Director 
Patty Erickson 

Thepattywagon15@aol.com 

Preschool Director 
Cindy Myers 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman 

 

Nobember 2019  

Reflections is a  

publication of Our  

Redeemer Church. 

Deadline for  

submissions is noon 

on the 15th of each 

month. 

  

Sunday 
Reflections deadline is 

9 am Wednesday  

morning for the  

following Sunday’s 

bulletin.  
 

Please email your  

submissions to  

Ali Aust at  

office@orcgg.org.  
 

Articles may be edited 

for content and space. 

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG  
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE.  THANK YOU! 

 

 8:30 am 10:00 am 

Council Persons  
of the Month 

Chris Erickson * 

Ushers 
Gus Sauter, Corky Krabbenhoft, 

Larry & Anita Griswold 
Sherwood Witt  

and Eve Knowlton 

Communion  
Assistants 

12/1 Terry Dickman 
             12/15 *        

12/24 * (5:00 pm) 
12/24 * (9:00 pm) 

12/8 Jim & Becky Vinson 
12/22 Jim & Becky Vinson 
12/29 Jim & Becky Vinson 

Altar Guild Wendy Taylor Terry Dickman 

Soundboard/AV * Robyn Guillory 

Lectors 8:30 am 
12/1 Lynn Badertscher  
12/8 Tom Kent 
12/15 Dorothie Bair 

12/22 Chris Erickson 
12/24 * (5:00 pm) 
12/24 John Prothero (9:00 pm) 
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WELCA CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Tuesday, December 3rd 

6:00 pm 
Endter Hall 

 
$15 for adults 

$10 for children 

 
All woman and girls are invited to enjoy the 

wonderful food and amazing entertainment by  
Ryan Christopher! 

 
WELCA women will also be collecting Christmas gifts 
for adult men & women at the  Acacia Adult Daycare.   

See below for wish list items.   
 

Tickets and signups on the patio. 

Acacia Adult Day Service Wish 

• Toothpaste 

• Toothbrushes 

• Mouthwash 

• Hair brushes and combs 

• Deodorant (M/F) 

• Perfume (M/F) 

• Shampoo 

• Conditioner 

• Hand & body lotion 

• Soap & body wash 

• Loofah/wash cloth 

• Body spray 

• Travel tissue 

• First aid kits 

• Denture cleaner & cases 

• Non-prescription reading 

glasses 

• Medication organizers 

• Boxed fruit 

• Lap blankets 

• Mini flashlights 

• Granola bars 

• Fruit snacks 

• Costume jewelry 

• Bottled water 

• Toiletries bag 

• Socks 

• Beanies 

• Hats (baseball caps) 

• Scarves 

• Slippers 

•  

• Deck of cards 

• Puzzle books 

• Colored pencil sets 

• Adult coloring books 

      Hygiene Items              Clothing                 Essentials                        Games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To all the women who 

participated in the 
Thankoffering Service 
on Sunday, November 
17th. It wouldn’t have 
been a success without 

you!! 
 



CA BRE Lic. #01812080

951.454.1614
adriana.nagel@gmail.com
www.homesbyadriana.net

Help ing you f ind a p lace you can cal l  HOME!

OUR REDEEMER / 167                  www.cmpublications.com                   For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD L IKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove 
Nursery and 
Flower Shop

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787
Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com
2715 West Broadway Ave.

Anaheim



 

 

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by  

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, California 92841 

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92841 
 

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672 
Web: www.orcgg.org 

Email: office@orcgg.org 
 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm 

Closed on Friday 
 

Worship Schedule: 
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir 

 10 am Prayer & Praise Worship 
Sunday School: 10:15 am 
Adult Education: 10 am 
Nursery Care is provided 

Have your monthly Redeemer  
Reflections e-mailed to you.  

Send an email to  
office@orcgg.org with the subject  

“E-mail Reflections” and include your 
name in the body. 

Contact the Church when: 
 You have a joy to share 

 Someone in your family is in the hospital 

 You want communion brought to your 

home 

 You want to add someone to the prayer list 

 Your address, phone number or email  

       address changes 




