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A publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:

MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm,.
Closed on Fridays

5 pm Family Worship
7 pm Candlelight Worship
11 pm Candlelight & Communion

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

The Annual Congregational Meeting, Part One,
will be held on Sunday, December 14, 2014
at 5 pm in the sanctuary.
Items of business:
1. Election of Church Council members for 2015
The nominees are:
Carol Tuntland, Gus Sauter, John Leeb, Robin Hoyle
2. Election of Nominating Committee for 2015
3. Election of Preschool Board Members
4. Proposed 2015 Budget, First Draft
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor

Dear Friends:
Exciting news: we
received a check from the estate
of Evelyn Price for over $66,000.
The family requested the gift to
go toward the music of the
church. Church council has
voted to use this money to go
toward the purchase of a new
church organ. In the coming
months, we will investigate the cost of a new organ,
and put together a plan. Before this wonderful gift,
there was no way to consider a new organ, and now
this generous gift has made the purchase of a new
organ possible. Look for more news on this issue in
the coming months.
This is a wonderful reminder of the power
that a gift from your estate can make. In this case,
the family requested the gift to be used for a special
project. Others may wish to designate the gift to
the endowment fund so that the gift will remain
intact, and only the interest will be spent to support
the mission of the church. Have you included a
percentage of your estate as a gift to support the
ministry of Our Redeemer?
As of October, the church no longer has a
mortgage! HURRAY! We made double mortgage
payments during the year to pay off the mortgage.
Although the church no longer will be making
mortgage payments, there is a need to build up a
reserve for the maintenance of our property and for
major repairs to the buildings. We will have
approximately $55,000 in our building fund reserve
by the first of the year. We hope to build that
account back up to help us be able to pay for major
maintenance projects like: parking lot resurfacing,
new roofing, replacement of AC units in sanctuary,
new carpet and flooring for sanctuary, etc.
At the end of October, our operating budget
is about $1500 in the RED. We need to have a
strong November and December to end the year in
the black. Please make every effort to catch up on
your pledge, if you are able, and all special gifts at
the end of the year are appreciated. We are so
fortunate to have so many members who have so
faithfully supported this congregation throughout the
year. We remain in solid financial condition as a
congregation, even as we ask for your strong
support at the end of the year.

As I write this article, it is the 8th anniversary
of the beginning of my ministry here at Our
Redeemer (November 13, 2006). It continues to be
an honor and privilege to serve the people of Our
Redeemer and the community of Garden Grove. I
am so impressed with the spiritual depth of our
members, the passion for service to others, and the
joy that your faith gives you. This congregation
makes a difference in the community, and I’m
thankful to be a part of the ministry team here. I
am blessed to work with a staff that has a heart for
God, and effectively serves in their areas of
responsibility. At a funeral recently I had the
opportunity to be in a picture with Pastor Endter and
Pastor Caudill. I am so thankful for their ministry
here. They laid such a strong foundation for others
to follow and build upon. Thank you Pastors, thank
you fellow staff members, thank you lay leaders and
members, thank you God for the privilege of serving
you in this wonderful place.
With Joy Through Christ,

Pastor Brian

IMPORTANT MEETING!!! Solar Panels
The church council has voted to have the congregation vote
at our December 14th meeting on purchasing and installing a
Solar Panel system.
The proposed system would supply 95% of our
congregation’s electrical needs. It would save over $18,000
in electrical cost the first year. As electric rates are scheduled
to go up an average of 8% a year for the next 5 years, there
would be even greater savings in the years to come.
There is NO out of pocket expense for installing the system.
We would pay for the system over the first 15 years. The
savings in electrical costs would exceed the yearly cost of the
system: including all maintenance.
There will be a question and answer meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, December 3rd at 7p.m. in the sanctuary. We
will have information packets available before the meeting.
At that meeting members of the church council and
representatives of Sunistics Solar Company will be present to
answer questions members may have.
The congregation will then be asked to vote on this issue at
the December 14th regularly scheduled congregational
meeting.
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Child of the Light

by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry

I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The light of my life is Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb in the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
(Words and Music: Kathleen Thompson, 1966)
Every Advent, I begin to sing this song.
Sometimes I murmur it under my breath or hum it a
bit, and sometimes I let it flow out loud and free.
However it happens, it somehow starts up all on its
own. It’s like a little Christmas gift that I get early in
the season. A little gift from God. A reminder, if you
will, of what my focus should be during the seasons
of Advent and Christmas.
“Shine in my heart.” The simple phrase
represents both a deep-felt longing and an invitation
to a way to live during Advent. My heart is the place
where I experience God, where I experience the God
-hunger. I long for the light of Christ to shine in my
heart, nurturing and sustaining my spirit.
“Shine in my heart.” I need Jesus to
illuminate the dark places in my heart: the sadness,
grief, anger. Illuminate the dark places in my mind:
the resentments, the frustrations. Illuminate the
dark places of my spirit: the anxiety, the fear. Shine
in my heart, Lord Jesus, and lighten the heaviness
that sometimes freezes my words and actions. Heal
the wounds that keep me separated from God.

“Shine in my heart.” Shine and show me the
way through the many paths I see before me, the
choices too numerous, the infinite options of life in
this confusing world of ours. Shine in my heart as a
beacon of guidance.
“Shine in my heart.” Shine, so that my life
may mirror Christ’s heart and mind and hands in the
world I walk in today. May my heart be filled with
God’s love so I can pour that love out for others.
May God guide me to acts of love, compassion, and
understanding in my thoughts, words, and deeds.
“Shine in my heart.” Shine, so that I may
prepare my life for the coming of the Christ child.
Seeking the Light of Christ with you,

Lynne
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You’re Invited…. Mark the date for a
special

“Soul Food” Concert

on

January 24th at 4 pm

Journey to Bethlehem

in the Sanctuary.

Dear fellow members of Our
Redeemer, here are some details and
general information about the concert.
Many years ago, my mother told me
that I started singing in church when I
was five years old, and I can vaguely
recall singing in Sunday School programs in Iowa. In January 2015,
I will turn 70. I am inviting you to a concert called Soul Food, a
concert that will mark 65 years of my involvement in music
ministry; and in its own way, this occasion will be a reunion of
family and friends. This Soul Food concert will take place on Sat.,
January 24, 2015 at 4:00 at ORLC.
Lorrie and I hope that 30 -40 musicians will participate. It is my
intention to include and invite every family and households, that
receive this newsletter. We hope all of you can attend this concert
and get-together; which will be followed by a reception in Endter
Hall. In order to help plan for seating and food, several weeks
before the concert, you will receive the invite with a
request to RSVP in the January newsletter and church bulletins.
Lorrie and I look forward to seeing you in January.
Sincerely, Larry and Lorrie Klevos

With heartfelt thanks ...

Our family was overwhelmed by the beautiful service
for Sylvia Woodhouse. We cannot thank everyone
enough, for all your hard work and time to make this
such an amazing day. So many people helped with set
up, clean up, kitchen help, desserts, pallbearers, preparation for the service, the prayers, phone calls & visits
with her. We thank you from the bottom of our
hearts. ~

Don, Lori, Brittany and family.

I want to thank you all for the cards, thoughts, prayers
and get well wishes that I received during my recent
illness. What a wonderful and caring family we are at
ORC. I appreciate you all so much!!

~

Val Fleming

Thank you for all the cards you sent at my father’s
passing and my recent surgery. It was so comforting to
read them during such a sad time. We have a
wonderful church family.

~

Karen Gustafson & Ray Valenzuela

Labyrinth Walk
and

Prayer Stations
Fri,, Dec. 5: 2 - 7 pm
Sat., Dec. 6: 10 am – 3 pm
In Endter Hall
Our Redeemer’s labyrinth will be
waiting for you to journey to
Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph.
Ponder Mary’s trust in God’s plan,
walk with the wise men, and kneel
in the manger with the shepherds
through the prayer station reflections. Unfold the mystery of
Emmanuel while praying on the
labyrinth. You are invited to spend
time in prayer, silence, and inner
reflection.
“How to Walk a Labyrinth”
materials will be available for you in
the entry way of Endter Hall. Please
walk the labyrinth wearing socks, no
shoes.
Questions? Call Lynne Prechel in the
church office 714-539-9541 or email
her at lynne@fanfaremusic.net
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Holiday Happenings
Christmas Carnival and Angel
Tree Party
Saturday, December 13, 11-1 pm
We are hosting our annual Christmas party for all children of our
congregation, the community and guests. There will be a bounce house,
cookie decorating, snow, carnival games and snow crafts; and Pastor
Brian will read the Christmas Story. The youth will be helping during
this amazing day.
Angel Tree Gifts will discretely be given to the parent
or guardian so that they may give to the child on Christmas.
The theme of the carnival is SNOW.
If you would like to volunteer, donate any food or
candy, please contact Diane Kallen or Patty Erickson.

Holiday Open House

OFFICE NOTES & HOLIDAY
HOURS
Newsletter Article Deadlines:
January Newsletter: December 10
Annual Reports
are due no later than January 6.
Holiday Office Hours:
The Church office will be closed
December 24—26, 31, and January 1.

Larry & Sandee Collier are hosting their 5th
annual holiday open house on
Sunday, December 14 from 22-5 pm at their home.
Please bring your favorite dessert to share.
The Orange High School Chamber Singers will
provide entertainment at 2:30 pm.
RSVP by Dec.7th to (714) 602-7658 or
sandeestjohn@earthlink.net
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank
all of our amazing office volunteers for the many
hours they have spent serving the Lord here at
Our Redeemer. From December 2013 through
December 2014, these people will have served
more than 1600 hours by answering phones,
assisting people at the window, generating and/or
preparing mailings, newsletters and bulletins,
calligraphy, counting money and preparing
deposits, updating our attendance and financial databases, and ensuring
that the Lord’s Pantry is always stocked. A special thanks from Susan for
helping her learn the “ins and outs” of our office and church community.
We are truly blessed to have your help. Thank you so much for all of your
hard work and dedication! ~ ~ Pastor Brian, Lynne & Susan
Gladys Bale
Yvonne Bischof
Howard Carlson
Lily Chweh
Irene Davis
Terry Dickman
Will Fleming
Val Fleming
Mike Forth

Gail Gansereit
Carol Healy
Randy Jerue
Kathy Jocham
Marie Kabarsky
Susan Kent
Paula Kielich
Erna Lund
George Matthews

Audrey Pecor
Susan Sauter
Karen Smith
Michelle Timothy
Ray Valenzuela
Bob Wallace
Don Woodhouse
Paul Schremp

Volunteer Appreciation Epiphany Brunch

Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian
Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
in Endter Hall
(714) 539-9541
Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher
(714) 852-2064

Monday, January 12, 11 am In Endter Hall

Book Circle

normally meets
the fourth
Friday of each
month at 7:30
pm for fellowship and
discussion of a variety of literature,
current and classic, fiction and nonfiction. All avid readers are welcome
to join us. For more information,
contact Ron Stearns at (714) 8919462.
Upcoming selections include:
Dec. 12

The Tiger’s Wife

by Tea Obreht
Jan. 23

To Have and Have Not,
by Ernest Hemingway

Young At Heart Christmas
Brunch

Monday, December 15th at 11 am

We will provide sliced ham, hot
coffee and spiced cider. Please let Erna know what you
will provide to make this brunch a success. Bring your
favorite casserole, danishes, fruit and cheese platters,
dessert, ect. **If you would like to participate in our fun
gift exchange, bring a wrapped gift worth $5. Be sure to
wear your festive holiday sweaters and be prepared to
have some fun! Thank you all for encouraging others to
join us. The more the merrier! Please contact Erna Lund
to rsvp with your food item or if you have any questions.
(714) 775-4162.
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
Wow, I mean Pow-Wow... what a
November!

We began the month

learning about Fall with lots

with our families.
Coming up in December we will be doing lots of

of

exciting things too! Our Little Angel’s Choir will be sharing

beautiful projects and then all of a

the story of the first Christmas during the 10AM service on

sudden it was Thanksgiving and we

December 14th… please come and see our lil’ performers

were getting ready for our annual

from Room 4. We will also have a wonderful chapel time as

Pow Wow.

The older children all

we learn about Jesus’ birth. Then we will make gifts for our

got new Indian Names and were

families, decorations for our home and our school and have a

they excited... We learned about

very special Christmas Party.

the great harvest, grinded corn,

Party. The children will sing, we will have a pot luck lunch

and had a time to be thankful.

and maybe even a visit from Santa. Who knows? Guess we’ll

Then

just have to be extra specially good, and just wait and see.

Our Redeemer
Preschool
Sue Creager, Director
(714) 539539-6643

we had

our

3rd

annual

preschool@ourredeemer “ S p e c i a l P e r s o n ’ s D a y /
gardengrove.org
Grandparent’s Day.” The children

Everyone is invited to our

We hope all of you have a wonderful Christmas,
remembering to keep Jesus in your heart and a Joyous,

sang in church with Miss Sharon

Prosperous, Happy and Healthy New Year!

and

God Bless you all,

Pastor Brian had a fun

message for everyone that was in attendance. The children
had a special reception with their special person; a great

Sue Creager, Director

way to spend a day during the week of Thanksgiving with the
ones we love.

Then it was time for a Thanksgiving feast

Men’s Breakfast
The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday
December 13 at 7:30 A.M. in Endter Hall. All men of
the church are invited to attend. This will be our
annual Christmas program. A great breakfast will be served by our
own "church chefs.” You will enjoy the musical
talents of Jerry Engelhardt, Larry Klevos, and Lynn Badertscher… a
wonderful treat. As always, please bring your cans and bottles for
recycling; to support our Compassion International students.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!
We are in need of two Sunday school teachers for our youngest children
(PreK-Kinder.) There are usually between five and nine children in this group,
and they are so eager to learn about the love of Jesus that it positively warms
your heart. Won’t you please come and make a difference in their young
lives? The volunteer positions are one Sunday a month, and the curriculum is
very easy to use and lots of fun to teach. Please call the church office to sign
up to teach (714-539-9541). Thank you!
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Women’s Fellowship
On October 18th, our ORC
nurses administered 112 Flu
Shots to members and friends
of Our Redeemer. Many of the
same people come every year
and really appreciate it.
We are thankful to Hoag
Hospital for supplying the
vaccine and needed supplies.
We are happy to serve you and
we hope the shot will help
everyone avoid getting the flu.
We wish you a wonderful and
blessed Christmas and a
healthy New Year.

Your Health Ministry Nurses

Women’s Circles

Circles are groups of ORLC women that meet monthly for Bible Study,
fellowship and sharing. We have six circles, which are listed below.
For more information, please contact a Circle Leader. Visitors and new members
are always welcome.

Grace
Monday, Dec. 8, 6 pm
Location: Karen Roznos

Sincerity
Monday, Dec. 8, 7 pm
Location: Tina Ray

New Hope

New Faith
Thurs., Dec.. 18, 7 pm
Location: Paula Kielich

New Joy
Tuesday, Dec 16, 7 pm
Location: Sandee Collier

Thurs., Dec. 18, 10 am
Location: Endter Hall
Leader: Erna Lund

An Old Fashioned Christmas

Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 6 pm in Endter Hall
Tickets on sale through December 1st
Cost is $10 per person (dinner and entertainment
included!)
You must buy a ticket to attend.
There will be no ticket sales at the door.

Christmas Gifts for Quaker Gardens
We will be collecting gifts for the residents of Quaker Gardens.
(Suggested gifts: bite sized chocolate (no nuts or coconut), lotions,
stationery, postage stamps, socks, closed toed slippers, picture
frames). Please mark gender specific gifts “MAN” or “WOMAN.”

December 2014
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December Worship Assistants

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.
Council Person of the Month
8:30 Randy Jerue 10:00 Paula Kielich

12/7
12/21

8:30 am Communion Assistants
Karen Smith, Larry Collier
Barb Norcross, Larry Collier

12/28

10 am Communion Assistants
Jerry & Carol Healy
Paula Kielich
John Leeb, Lily Chweh

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Greeters
Bob & Karen Smith
Terry Dickman & Peggie Yanda
Gary & Connie Mathany
Larry & Sandee Collier

12/14

12/7
12/14
2/21
12/28

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Lectors
Jeanne Schremp
John Prothero
Tina Ray
Larry Griswold

Acolytes
8:30 am
10 am
Aidan Bair
Erika Taylor
Colin Prothero
Andrew Garcia
Audrey Prothero Erika Taylor
Aidan Bair
James Mendoza

Altar Guild
Set up: Wendy Taylor
Clean up: Terry Dickman

Soundboard
8:30 Terrence Young
10:00 Sherwood Witt

Ushers
Don Woodhouse/Team 4

December Birthdays
1)
2)

3)
10)
11)
14)

Cate Guardino
Hilda Lucin
Katie Spaberg
Nancy Van Sickle
Susan Sauter
Tamara Daniels
Luella Halbjorhus
Brittany Bideaux
Kyle Wilson
Gary Mathany

16)
18)
19)
20)
24)
28)
29)

Makayla Erickson
Lori Myers
Renu Moon
Peggy Carson
Heather Wilson
Erika Taylor
Hazel Dunham
Lori Martin
Tina Ray
Beth Turnbull

December Anniversaries
12/16/72 Orland & Bonnie Weiss
12/27/70 Tina & Buddy Ray
12/27/69 Walt & Alice Rosenthal

12/30/09 Douglas & Angelika Rupp
12/30/67 Corky & Jan Krabbenhoft
12/31/98 Chris & Carrie Guardino

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Deadline for submissions is noon on the
15th of each month.
Sunday Reflections
deadline is 9 am Tuesday
mornings for the
following Sunday’s bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to Susan
Hirsch at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited for
content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
revBSTaol.com

Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Susan Hirsch
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Children’s Choir Director
Sharon Edmondson
Bookeeper
Kim Conrad
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Tim's
Handyman Services

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Timothy N. Venard

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-425-5472

714-952-8787

fax 714-531-9481

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandﬂowershop.com

timvenard@yahoo.com
In all I do,
I glorify the lord

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

Magnolia Memorial Park

CALL TODAY:

Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

714-955-3551

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771

TIMELY • RELIABLE • PROFESSIONAL

www.responsiveplumbing.com

Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

$25.00 off

www.magnoliamemorial.org

Your First Service Call
With This Coupon

Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

OUR REDEEMER / 167

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Fridays
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is available

