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Redeemer Ref lections
A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

Visit our
60th Anniversary
Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/orc60anniv/
or email:
orc60anniv@gmail.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Join Us for our 60th Anniversary
Dinner Banquet

OFFICE HOURS:

Saturday, April 22nd
5 pm

Nursery Care is provided

Mon-Thur: 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

*Ticket Prices:
$25 per person
$12.50 for children 11 & under
*Financial assistance available
Tickets may be purchased in the church office or on the patio
on Sundays.
This will be a catered event. We are planning on recognizing
all our former senior pastors and associate pastors, and have
a program of entertainment that you will enjoy!
The banquet will be followed by a special worship service on
Sunday the 23rd, with Bishop Andy Taylor giving the
sermon.
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
This month marks the 60th anniversary of Our Redeemer Lutheran church. Pastor Charles
Endter was the founding pastor, and did a fantastic job of establishing and growing the
congregation. Under his leadership, the congregation effectively reached out to the many
Lutheran people who were moving to California from the mid-west. He also led the efforts
to build the buildings we presently use. He also helped to establish Camp Yolijwa and was
a supporter of youth ministry in our synod. He was a beloved pastor of 35 years when he
retired.
Every time I walk into our sanctuary, I give thanks for the sacrifices the people of the congregation made to
build such a beautiful building. We enjoy the fruits of the labors of thousands of people who came before us
and did the hard work of building the congregation.
While Pastor Endter was pastor, Associate Pastor Dan Erlingbush helped to establish Living Pictures over 30
years ago and it has been a fixture of the ministry of Our Redeemer.
Although Ann Badertscher is not an ordained pastor, she has been an integral part of the staff of Our
Redeemer for 35 years. She leads both traditional and contemporary music. Music is one of the strengths
Our Redeemer has been known for over the years.
The strong pastoral leadership continued under Pastor Ken Caudill. Pastor Caudill was a master story teller
and was instrumental in establishing our contemporary worship. He was also very active in Cursillo. During
most of his tenure Pastor Tim Edmonson shared pastoral leadership, with an emphasis on youth ministry.
I am the new kid on the block, arriving in 2006 just over 10 years ago. Shortly after arrival we successfully
settled a case of sexual abuse by a former associate pastor, and then survived a split in the congregation in
2009 over a resolution made by the ELCA at its national assembly. In the past 10 years we’ve put a lot of
energy into developing income streams through a cell tower and rental of the facilities to other
congregations. We have replaced the gas lines, painted the entire exterior of the church, completely
refurbished the parking lot, and purchased a new sound system and new organ in the sanctuary.
As we go into the future the focus of our ministry is no longer gathering Lutherans moving into our
community, but reaching out to the diverse people who now live in our community. We have developed a
vibrant web site and Facebook presence, we have removed the name “Lutheran” from our signage to try to
appeal to more unchurched people, we have expanded our Lord’s pantry, and our summer swim program to
reach out to more people. We have made concerted efforts to offer programs and reach out to the families
who have children in our pre-school.
The church council is exploring ways both inside and outside of the church to make it more welcoming to
visitors from Latino and Asian backgrounds.
As we go into the future we plan to continue to serve the people of our community through the Lord’s Pantry
and Real Help. We plan to continue to offer a Christian preschool and a summer swim program. We will
continue to reach out to our changing neighborhood. We will continue to provide joyful worship. We will
look for ways to develop Christian fellowship and relationships within the congregation, youth and children’s
ministries, and lay development through Cursillo, Kairos, bible studies, and leadership opportunities.
I look forward to seeing just how God leads us into the future. We don’t know what the future holds, but we
do know WHO holds the future, and because of that we are: rejoicing into the future!

God’s Blessing,

Pastor Brian
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“Sabbath”
by Rebekah Swanson, Intern Pastor

“For I will pour water on the thirsty land,
And streams on the dry ground:
I will pour my Spirit upon your descendants,
And my blessing on your offspring” (Isaiah 44:3)
DROUGHT
noun: drought; plural noun: droughts
1. A prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall; a shortage of water resulting from this.
2. A prolonged absence of something specified
3. Thirst

Californians are no strangers to the idea of a “drought.” We have been in the middle of one for several years
now. Trees and root systems have died. Aquifers hit abnormally low levels. Wild fires raged through the
west coast. Entire towns have been without drinking water for several years. All of creation in California
thirsted. And then, the rains came. That glorious nourishment, and life-giving force, fell and fell this winter.
Streets flooded and roofs leaked. The parched land found sweet relief in the raging storms, and for the first
time in years I experienced what felt like a good old fashioned Pacific “Northwet” winter.
Lent is a lot like a drought. The absence of “a__eluia” does not go unnoticed and our days are meant to be
spent digging a little deeper into our spiritual lives through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. It is no
coincidence that our lessons each week have had baptismal and water themes—we are meant to be thirsty in
Lent. Thirsty for the life-giving water given to us by God through Jesus. Pay attention to this thirst in these
final days of Lent.
You see, in the middle of the drought and the rains, something special was happening. Plants and flowers that
had been dormant were given new life, and a super bloom in the desert is the current result of that process.
Super blooms don’t happen all the time. Conditions have to be just right. There is almost always something
that can sustain life in a hot desert, even if it has to lurk below the surface. And, if you ever needed an earthy
visual of the resurrection, look toward this desert this spring. Life abounds in glory and splendor to greet you.
So, as we journey through this Lenten season be mindful of droughts and thirst, but also look to Christ and
the super bloom to come.
Peace,

Intern Pastor Bekah
April 13th
12 pm to 8:30 pm
Come walk the Labyrinth. Explore the interactive
Stations of the Cross Prayer Stations. Sit and pray
and make space for God in a contemplative setting.
A special Maundy Thursday Worship Service with
Holy Communion will begin at 7 pm.
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CARE AND KINDNESS
Visitation team will be meeting:
April 12th @ 9:30 a.m.
in the council room
If you’d like to be involved in bringing communion and
friendship to one of our homebound members, then join
us. We also have a card ministry that sends beautiful
cards to homebound, grieving, or ill members who
enjoy a cheerful greeting and a few words of support
and love. Email Pastor Brian at RevBST@aol.com or
call at the church office at 714-539-9541 for
information.

Our book circle meets the 4th Friday of each month at
7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety of
literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction.
All avid readers at ORC and their friends are invited to
join us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more
information.
Up-coming selection:

Apr. 28
May 26

A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman
Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee Shetterly

Both the April and May selections have been basis for
Academy Award nominated films.

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday, April 8th, at 7:30 A.M.
in Endter Hall. All men of the church are invited. A great breakfast is always
served by our own "church chefs" and there is always lots of fun and
fellowship. Our Guest speaker will be Mr. Ryan Ruelas, Anaheim School
Board member and teacher discussing charter schools.
In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, please bring a reusable
coffee cup with your name on it as we have a place to store them!
Suggested donation is $10.00 to cover breakfast and the care of our
Compassion International students.
Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

Join one of the four women’s circles at ORC for Bible study, fellowship & sharing! For more information,
please contact a circle Leader. Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Women’s
Circle

Grace
April 10th, 7 pm
S. Thompson House

New Faith
April 20, 7 pm
P. Erickson House

*Susan Kent - Leader
714-454-8545 Cell
714-842-9867 Hm

*Val Fleming- Leader
714-539-9428

Sincerity
April 10th, 7 pm
Y. Bischof House

New Joy
April 25th, 7 pm
C. Tuntland House

*Yvonne Bischof– Leader
714-539-0942
Michelle Timothy - Leader

*Sue Hanson - Leader
714-963-6203

Red Hat Workday will be on Monday, April 3rd, 10:00 am.

April 2017
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Our Redeemer Church
60th Anniversary
Car Show

Visit our 60th Anniversary Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/orc60anniv/

Our Redeemer Church
Saturday, May 20th
4 - 7 PM

orc60anniv@gmail.com
Volunteers needed. If you would like to participate in any of these events,
look for sign up sheets in the narthex. You can also talk to John Prothero,
Pastor Rebekah, or any of your council members.

Palm Sunday, April 9 th
Worship 8:30, 10:00

April 16th

Maundy Th ursday, April 1 3

Festival Worship 8:30
Festival Prayer & Praise Worship 10 am

Labyrinth Walk 12 - 8:30 pm
Holy Communion at 7 pm

Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services.
Child Care will be provided.

G ood Friday, April 14

Easter Breakfast 7:30 - 9:30 am

Worship 12 noon
Tenebrae: Service of Darkness 7 pm

A free will offering will be accepted

April 2017
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We will have our big gathering of both groups together on
Easter Sunday. So this month our schedule will be a little
different. Our morning begins with worship in the sanctuary and
the Children's sermon then we head off to sing with
Mrs. Sharon and teaching time.

Sunday Schedule:
April 2nd-Mrs. Patty for 3 years to 1st grade & Mr. Will for 2nd to 6th grade.
April 9th-Miss Mary and Mrs. Patty for 2nd to 6th grade
April 16th-Easter Sunday! Mrs Sharon and crew
April 23th-Miss Araceli and Mr. Will for 2nd to 6th grade
April 30th-Mrs Wendy F.
Special event: On Saturday, April 29th-Elementary School Gathering at Our Redeemer. A fun day for 1st-6th grade students. Come and play with us. Students from
churches all over the area are invited.

Youth Director: Patty Erickson@ thepattywagon15@aol.com
April 2nd-Movie Day! We will be going to watch the Shack. Meet
at 11:00 (after the second service). Bring money for lunch and a
snack at the movies if you wish. We will have discussion after.
April 9th-Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm. We will begin with
outdoor games, Bible Study, Highs/Lows, snacks and prayer time.
Saturday, April 15th-Set up for Easter Breakfast 9:00 am.
April 16th-Easter Breakfast 7:30-9:00 and Worship!
April 23rd-Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm. Bible Study, Highs/Lows, games, snacks
and prayer time.
Saturday, April 29th-Elementary School Gathering-we will be helping at the
Elementary School Gathering at Our Redeemer (yup, we are the hosts).
April 30th-Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm. Bible Study, Highs/Lows, games, snacks
and prayer time.
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Health Ministries is providing a FREE
CPR/AED class
on

Saturday, May 20th
9 am-1 pm
Our Redeemer in Endter Hall
See the poster with the sign-up sheet in
the Narthex. Limit of 18 people so sign
up early!

Tuesday, May 9th
1:30 pm - 7 :30 pm
Our Redeemer in Endter Hall
Please sign up before or after
Sunday Services or contact
Gus Sauter at 714-272-0923.

Sponsored by

First Holy Communion Preparation is starting for

children in grades 5 and above who have not received
instruction and are not receiving communion.
Call the office if you plan to attend at (714)-539-9541 so
we may order sufficient materials.
Class Dates: April 20th
April 27th
May 4th
Time: 7-8 pm
Place: Youth Room in Endter Hall

Thrivent Action Teams
Allows for any Thrivent member, to apply for a $250 debit card to use as seed money for an effort
that either helps people grow wiser with finances or that helps people grow in generosity. Each
Thrivent member can apply for a card 2 times/calendar year. This is a great way to help out a
project at Our Redeemer. You need to apply 21 days before your need (project, event or
fundraiser). Application process completed online.
Contact Patty Erickson for assistance (714)272-3804.

April 2017
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April Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 Nancy Schager 10:00 Tina Ray
10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson & Darlene Davis
4/23
Becky Vinson & *Need a Volunteer
4/30
Becky Vinson & Michelle Timothy
4/9

Greeters
Murphy
Murphy
Murphy
Murphy
Murphy

4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Mary
Mary
Mary
Mary
Mary

4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Lectors
Anita Griswold
Walt Ridley
Ron Stearns
Chris Erickson
Tina Ray

for a substitute.

Ushers
8:30AM
Gus Sauter, Larry & Anita
Griswold, Corky Krabbenhoft
10:00 AM
Brian Emmons
Altar Guild
Wendy Taylor

Setup:
Clean Up:

Acolytes
8:30 AM
4/2
4/16
4/30

*
*
*
Soundboard/AV

8:30
10:00

See weekly bulletin
Sherwood Witt

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE. THANK YOU!

April Birthdays
4/1
4/2
4/5
4/7
4/11
4/12
4/14
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/20
4/21
4/22

Drew Hull
Samantha Swett
Cole Guardino
Clayton Carson
George Hull
Chris Erickson
Araceli Garcia
Eileen Huffman
Marilyn Witt
Marie Kabarsky
Becky Vinson
Peggy Frostad
Marianne Green
Ardythe Wiegandt
Laura Waddell
Leanne Moore
Patricia Robertson

4/23

4/26
4/29

Madalyn Spangler
Gus Sauter
Kellie Spaberg
Don Woodhouse
Andrew Green
Howard Carlson

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.
Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com
Intern Pastor
Rebekah Swanson
pastorintern@orcgg.org
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

April Anniversaries
4/6/69 Tom & Susan Kent
4/14/84 Gregg & Lisa Solberg
4/24/88 Paul & Jeanne Schremp

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Happy Easter !
WHEN: Monday, April 17, 11 AM
WHERE: Endter Hall

Hope to see you there!

SPONSORS

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
 You have a joy to share
 Someone in your family is in the hospital
 You want communion brought to your

home
 You want to add someone to the prayer list
 Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

