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Redeemer Ref lections
A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon-Thur: 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Connect
with us!

March 1st
Worship at 12 pm & 7 pm

WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Wednesdays at 6 pm in Endter Hall
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
It is with great joy that we welcome a new group of members of the congregation. On
Sunday, February 19th we welcomed:
Annette Agosta: Annette is known as “Sunshine” because of her big smile. She sings in
our choir and comes out of the Roman Catholic tradition
Stephanie Larcome: is a young adult who comes to us from Hope Lutheran Church in
Westminster. She came from a non-denominational background before joining the Lutheran
tradition several years ago.
Javier and Tracy Mendoza and their daughter Abby: Tracy is a daughter of the congregation and now she
and her husband Javier, who comes out of the Roman Catholic tradition, are joining the congregation as a
family.
Christine Sandberg: comes to us from St. Olaf Lutheran Church. She grew up at St. John’s Lutheran in
Orange and comes from a family with many Lutheran pastors. She worked part-time in the church office and
is seeking a job in office work.
Bishop Andrew Taylor: No relation to Pastor Brian. His job will keep him from attending often, but we are
honored that he chose to place his membership with us here.
Laura Waddell: comes from a non-denominational background. She is a friend of Darlene Davis, who
invited her to attend.
They will be part of a new “dinners for 8” group with Wendy and me, and we hope to share some more
information about each of our new members in up-coming newsletters. Please make an effort to get to know
these new members, and give them personal invitations to WELCA circles, Bible studies, or other activities
and ministries of which you are a part.
Ash Wednesday is March 1. There will be noon and 7p.m. worship services. Ash Wednesday begins the
season of Lent. Lent is that season of the church year that lasts for 40 days (a very Biblical number) excluding
Sundays. It is a season where we focus on the suffering and death of Jesus, and his sacrifice for us upon the
cross. Many people choose to make sacrifices or “give up” something for lent. The concept behind Lenten
sacrifices is that they are meant to remind us of the greater sacrifice of Jesus. As we reflect on the sacrifice of
Jesus it should both humble us and fill us with gratitude for the depth of his love for us. Lenten sacrifices can
either be giving up something like sweets, coffee, alcohol and other things we enjoy or it can be making a
sacrifice by making a commitment to read the Bible more, pray more, become involved in a service project or
some other sacrifice of time or money. Again, any sacrifice we make, should remind us of the sacrifice HE
MADE.
Please pray for the next Kairos Prison Ministry weekend: March 23-26. Pastor Brian and Chris Erickson will
be attending the weekend. Pray for a safe weekend, pray for the men who will be sharing their witness and
that the prisoners would experience God’s love and be drawn to a closer relationship with God during the
weekend.
Make sure that you make plans on attending our 60th anniversary banquet on Saturday, April 22 at 5p.m. We
will have former pastors back to share with us their memories, pictures and stories of our past, as well as some
of the hopes and dreams for the congregation as we celebrate the theme: Into the future rejoicing!
God’s Blessing,

Pastor Brian
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“Sabbath”
by Rebekah Swanson, Intern Pastor
I’m taking an online course this semester on Families and Spiritual Practices from the
Starr King School for the Ministry, which is a Unitarian Universalist seminary located in
Berkeley and is part of the wider consortium of schools which make up the Graduate
Theological Union.
The discussion forums for the week have been focused on the Sabbath. All of the
readings, videos, and posts talk about the importance of taking a Sabbath day, and
yet, everyone in the class is just “too busy” to take a weekly Sabbath. When did the
importance of Sabbath lose priority in our lives?
Our current culture surrounding work would have us believe that if we are not staying busy at all times, and
being “productive” members of society, then we are being lazy. When, in reality, science tells us the
importance of rest for our bodies and minds, and spiritually speaking, it does wonders for our souls.
When was the last time you took a Sabbath day? When did you intentionally unplug yourself and your family
from the constant checking of Facebook and email to read a book together? Here are some thoughts from a
book I’m reading on the subject called: Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Family's Experiment with Holy Time by
Maryann McKibben Dana.
“The Talmud, which is the collection of Jewish wisdom assembled and distilled by rabbis over a period of

centuries, says that to study is the highest commandment. It's what Jews are called to do on
Shabbat. Some books even provide study guides and suggested quotations to get folks started.
I guess I am studying Sabbath each week. I study it the way a biologist might study ants or zebra fish: with
curiosity and no small bit of reverence. I study the way the sunlight crawls across the kitchen as our family
lingers over breakfast with nowhere to be. I study the hole that is forming in my leather slippers from
wearing them each week.
I study the hard brown crust of the bread and the puff of steam that escapes when we cut into it because
we can't wait for it to cool.
I study the hunched forms of Robert and Margaret as they color together. When they show off their drawing
later, I see the invisible line down the middle where his precise lines and shapes meet the lovely scrawls of a
four-year-old.
I study Caroline's crossed legs in footy pajamas as she reads the latest A to Z Mystery in the corner of the
room. I study the ways I feel irritated for no good reason. I study the ways I resist breathing deeply.
I study the role of music on the Sabbath. I study my delight at coming up with the right music that
encapsulates the energy and luxuriousness of the day.
I study my twitchiness when I'm feeling bored and ready to check e-mail or Facebook.
I study what happens in me when Margaret asks me to read her a story or James asks me to build a train
track for him. I study the way that my mouth begins to form, "not right now," when there is no reason to
put them off. The reflex to be doing something else is so strong. I study my satisfaction at saying yes to
them.”
Take some time to Sabbath this month. Even just once. The work of the Sabbath is to come back to center,
not so that we can work harder in the long run, but so that we can enjoy each and every day, and deepen
our relationship with the Holy. Now, doesn’t that sound nice?

Peace,

Intern Pastor Bekah
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Our book circle meets the 4th Friday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship
and discussion of a variety of literature,
current and classic, fiction and
non-fiction. All avid readers at ORC
and their friends are invited to join us.

CARE AND KINDNESS
The Care and Kindness visitation
team will be meeting on March
8th @ 9:30 a.m. in the council
room.
If you’d like to be involved in bringing communion and
friendship to one of our homebound members, then join
us. We also have a card ministry that sends beautiful
cards to homebound, grieving, or ill members who enjoy a cheerful greeting and a few words of support and
love. Email Pastor Brian at RevBST@aol.com or call at
the church office at 714-539-9541 for information.

Call Ron Stearns at
(714) 891-9462
for more information.
Up-coming selection:
Mar. 24

Shanghai Girls, by Lisa See

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday, March 11th, at 7:30
A.M. in Endter Hall. All men of the church are invited. A great breakfast is
always served by our own "church chefs" and there is always lots of fun and
fellowship. Jerry Engelhardt will give an organ recital showing us what the
new organ can do.
In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, please bring a reusable
coffee cup with your name on it, we have a place to store them!
Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

Join one of the four women’s circles at ORC for Bible study, fellowship & sharing! For more information,
please contact a circle Leader. Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Grace
March 13th, 7 pm
N. Schager

New Faith
March 16th, 7 pm
S. Sauter House

*Susan Kent - Leader
714-454-8545 Cell
714-842-9867 Hm

*Val Fleming- Leader
714-539-9428

Sincerity
March 13th, 7 pm
T. Ray House
*Yvonne Bischof– Leader
714-539-0942
Michelle Timothy - Leader

New Joy
March 28, 7 pm
J. Lyle
*Sue Hanson - Lead
714-963-6203

Red Hat Workday will be on Monday, March 6th, 10:00 am.
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Greetings from the Preschool
We had a great time in February at
the preschool. We did many things to
celebrate love. We had our Valentine’s Day parties, Valentine crafts,
Teddy Bear days, and room 4 sent
letters home to their loved ones.

We also had a Snow Day (with a little rain too)! The kids
had so much fun playing in the snow, making snow angels,
and snowman.
Then we learned about dental hygiene and took a trip to see
Dr. John, the dentist.
We wanted to send a BIG HUG and a THANK YOU for
those of you who supported our See’s Valentine Candy Sale. It is a yummy way to share
love. We made about $600 this year. Thank you. Thank you.
There have been some changes at Our Redeemer Preschool recently. We have a new
interim director, but it is a name you might recognize from our swim program; Kristin
Dickerson. You may even see Sue Creager from time to time too. We are all working hard
to make the school a wonderful place to learn.
Our Redeemer Preschool will start registration on April 3rd for the next school year. We offer
a ½ day and a full day program. Stop by anytime to learn more about the school and the next
school year.
Have a Merry March!
Kristin Dickerson and the Staff of Our Redeemer Preschool
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Our Redeemer 60th Anniversary Banquet
Saturday, April 22nd
6 PM
Ticket prices:

$25 per person
$12.50 for each children 11 & under

*Financial assistance is available.

Tickets are available for purchase and may be purchased in
the church office, or on the patio on Sundays.
This will be a catered event. We are planning on recognizing
all our former senior pastors and associate pastors, and have
a program of entertainment that you will enjoy! Look for
your invitations in the mail.
The banquet will be followed by a special worship service on
Sunday the 23rd, with Bishop Andy Taylor giving the
sermon.
If you would like to participate in any of these events, look
for sign up sheets in the narthex. You can also talk to John
Prothero, Pastor Rebekah, or any of your council members.

Let's celebrate the wonderful 60 years we've been blessed
with as a family and with our surrounding community.
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March 5th-All About Lent! We will explore Lent though crafts, a special snack & more.
Our younger group (ages 3-grade 2) meets in North Hall. Mrs. Sharon leads us in a musical opening then the children go with one of our amazing teachers.
Teachers this months: March 12th-Miss Mary, March 16th-Mrs Sharon and March
26th-Miss Araceli.
Did you know we have nursery care every Sunday at both worship times? We have two
amazing nursery attendants that provide excellent care for our little ones. They are in
Room 1 of the preschool (right next to North Hall-the brick building-go through the
gates across from the sanctuary).

March 5th-Sunday Night Alive-All About Lent! 6:30-8:30 pm. We will learn about Lent and
Lenten Disciplines, games, & snacks.
March 12th-Sunday Night Alive- 6:30-8:30 pm. Bible Study, Highs/Lows, games, & snacks.
March 18th-Night of Champions sponsored by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes-We will
meet at church at 1:30 pm and get back about 10:00 pm. Cost is $20.00 and includes dinner
(In n Out Food Truck) and snack on the way home. The theme this year is Faith over Fear and
the speaker is Derek Carr, Oakland Raiders Quarterback. A full day of Adventure! Let Patty
know you will be going.
March 26th- 6:30-8:30 pm. Bible Study, Highs/Lows, games, and snacks.

Youth Director: Patty Erickson@ thepattywagon15@aol.com
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Health Ministries is providing a FREE
CPR/AED class
on

Tuesday, May 9th
1:30 pm - 7 :30 pm
Our Redeemer in Endter Hall

Saturday, May 20th
9 am-1 pm
Our Redeemer in Endter Hall
See the poster with the sign-up sheet in
the Narthex. Limit of 18 people so sign
up early!

Please sign up before or after
Sunday Services or contact
Gus at 714-272-0923.

Sponsored by

LSS Community Care
Grief Loss Groups Available
Redeemer Lutheran Church
13564 St. Andrews Dr.
Seal Beach 90740
1pm – 3pm Friday
(with time for individual help)
$10 per session; $60 for 8 sessions
10-12 people per group
Maxine Abbot (714)534-6450
mabbott@lsscommunitycare.org
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See you there!
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March Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 Gus Sauter
10:00 Tina Ray
10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson & Susan Sauter
3/26
Becky Vinson & Michelle Timothy
3/12

3/5
3/12
3/19
3/26

Greeters
Bob & Karen Smith
Chris Sandberg
Bob & Karen Smith
Chris Sandberg

3/5
3/12
3/19
3/26

Lectors
Dorothie Bair
Walt Ridley
Karen Gustafson
Tina Ray

for a substitute.

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Ushers
8:30AM
Ray & Leanne Moore,
Don Frank, Randy Jerue
10:00 AM Jerry & Carol Healy
Setup:
Clean Up:

Altar Guild
Cathy Seabourne
Susan & Gus Sauter

Sunday
Reflections deadline is

Acolytes
8:30 AM
3/5
3/19

9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.

*
*

8:30
10:00

Soundboard/AV
See weekly bulletin

Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.

Joey Pyle

Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE. THANK YOU!

Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com

March Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
13

Carol Corth
Greg Prechel
James Mendoza
Joey Pyle
Kristen Solberg
Cody Hauber
Tyler Hauber
Timmy Forth
Tiffany Darling
Betty Evans
Cathy Seabourne
Megan Swett
Samuel Huffman
Javier Mendoza
Jared Venard
Dorothy Aanestad
Emily Leeb

Jennifer Leeb
Mary Kingswold
Kenny Insouvanh
Gladys Ryen
Megan Wray
Robert Smith
Ann Badertscher
Susan Nemitz
Karen Smith
Matthew Wood
John Glessner
Andrew Garcia
Darrell Tuntland
Gregg Solberg
William Davey
Cathy Cisneros

February Anniversaries
3/12/94 Larry & Sandra Collier
3/18/72 Gerry & Sue Hanson
3/30/12 Donald & Christine Frank

15
17
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
26
28
31

Intern Pastor
Rebekah Swanson
pastorintern@orcgg.org
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Come Visit Ireland with
Young at Heart
Monday, March 20th, 11 AM
Endter Hall
The Taylor family (Wendy and Pastor Brian) will be sharing their family trip to Ireland
Wear green - featuring Irish foods
Please bring an Irish stew, soda bread, green salad, etc.
Please let Erna know your dish!

S.H.I.P

Self-Help Interfaith Program

Susan Kent is looking for volunteers for meal donations. Cook a meal or bring
pizza and a salad or a bucket of chicken and a few sides for the temporary residents at the SHIP house. Monetary donations as well as supplies for lunches and
breakfasts is also helpful. Look for the table setup in the narthex and the list of
things to choose from. Thank you!!
“A Program specifically designed to help those who are serious in getting back on their feet”

Thrivent Action Teams
Allows for any Thrivent member, to apply for a $250 debit card to use as seed money for an effort
that either helps people grow wiser with finances or that helps people grow in generosity. Each
Thrivent member can apply for a card 2 times/calendar year. This is a great way to help out a project at Our Redeemer. You need to apply 21 days before your need (project, event or fundraiser).
Application process completed online.
Contact Patty Erickson for assistance (714)272-3804.
Scouting Corner
Pack, Troop, Crew 167 – Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Garden Grove, Ca.
Interested in joining scouting contact: Greg Dubois @ 714-393-7381 or go to
https:beascout.scouting.orgBeAScoutMap.aspx
Exciting scouting news: We now have an exciting new cub scout program called “Lions” that was developed for
Kindergarten age youth. Currently recruiting for all levels in the pack.
Pack 167 (Kindergarten - 5th grade)
Meets Thursday evening @ 630 pm ORLC
Cubmaster: John Vo

Crew 167 (COED 14 – 21 years old)
Meets Monday evenings at 6 pm ORLC
Advisor: Terry Morris

Troop 167 (11 – 18 years old)
Meets Thursday evening @6:30 pm ORLC

SPONSORS

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
 You have a joy to share
 Someone in your family is in the hospital
 You want communion brought to your

home
 You want to add someone to the prayer list
 Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

