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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon-Thur: 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

January 22 @ 9:20 am

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Warm wishes for
a bright and
prosperous New Year from
all of us at
Our Redeemer!
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Redeemer Reflections

Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
Several years ago, I spent 6 weeks outside of Mexico City, Mexico in a language
immersion school. The church had begun outreach to the Latino population around
the church. There was a Latina pastor who conducted worship and outreach, but I
studied Spanish, just to be able to be a welcoming presence to those who came.
Outreach is grounded in conscious efforts to welcome people into a new
community.
While I was studying, I discovered a restaurant that had a big giraffe sculpture as I entered. That
sculpture made me feel at home, and I often ate there during the six weeks I was there.
Our Church council recently brainstormed on how we could be a more welcoming presence to the
Asian and Latino communities surrounding our congregation. Among the thoughts were: creating a
bonsai garden on the table as you enter worship to create a peaceful atmosphere that would be
welcoming to Asian people: using colorful ceramic communion ware that would be familiar to Latino
people, making banners that show the Nativity and/or the death of Jesus using Asian, Latin, African,
and Caucasian images. We thought about a colorful mural on the walls in front of the parking lot,
banners to be hung from the side of the sanctuary, and welcome statements letting people of all
backgrounds know they are welcome here. It was an exciting moment for me as we stepped
outside of our own comfort zones to consider what might make Our Redeemer more comfortable
and welcoming to the Asian and Latino communities that surround the congregation.
Of course, nothing is more welcoming than a warm smile and a personal greeting. All the outer
trappings will fail in the inner desire to welcome people of all backgrounds in not at the core of who
we are as the people of God.
I would welcome any of your thoughts of what might make the people of our community feel more
welcomed to visit and worship? Our purpose is not only to celebrate the joy of God’s grace and
salvation but to share it with others.
Recently, we invited the Boys and Girls Club of Garden Grove to use our facilities to present a
musical production that the local chapter had written. It was a great experience to provide many
young people an opportunity to “shine” on stage. It was one more way that we are striving to be a
welcoming congregation within this community.
I hope and pray that everyone who is already a member, feels welcomed every time they step foot
on our campus. And I hope that every member is conscious of being the welcoming presence of
Christ to others.
In the end, our goal is to simply take the grace, love, and welcome of Jesus and spread it to
everyone in our community.

God’s Blessing,

Pastor Brian
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“2016 in Review”
by Rebekah Swanson, Intern Pastor
A friend recently sent me a gorgeous video of my hometown, Bellingham,
Washington. It was a 5 minute masterpiece drone footage montage set to
rather dramatic music. A flood of memories washed over me as I watched
scenes from the lakes, trails, and snowcapped mountains I had spent so many
years exploring. It got me thinking about what my aerial view of the year 2016
might look like.
There would be scenes of me cramming for finals and writing endless papers. Hikes around
the Bay Area would be featured alongside trips to microbreweries to talk theology with classmates.
There would be scenes of me working the 2-3 jobs I needed while in seminary.
The highlights reel would include scenes of me preaching at my home congregation on
Easter morning and spending quality time with my dear friends who live in Sonoma County. Long
conversations with classmates about the future of the church and the great meals which were
cobbled together whenever we were all running low on food. A different reel would show the death
of my mentor and friend, Pastor Dick Christensen and having to say goodbye to the communities
and life I had built in the Bay Area. This year has made quite an impact on me and there would be
one more piece to add to the story; my new life in Orange County.
A church intern’s life is filled with meetings and planning sessions, sermon writing, bible
studies, education opportunities, and projects. It is a rare occasion when I feel bored here. Once a
month I attend a church other than Our Redeemer to experience the wide variety of worship styles
in Southern California. So far I have visited; The Table in Santa Ana, Hope Lutheran in Palm
Desert, and St. Peter’s in Santa Ana (for the English AND Spanish language services). It is a
wonderful opportunity to meet with partners in ministry and talk about the resources of the
church. Just recently I spent a morning volunteering some time with Maxine Abbot at Lutheran
Social Services in Garden Grove. We talked about the needs of the vulnerable communities of
Garden Grove, organized countless presents, and cleaned out some storage space. I am thankful
for all of these opportunities and for the continued welcome into your lives here at ORC.
So, dear ones, what would your aerial view of 2016 look like? And what are your hopes for
the 2017 video? Blessings on this new year and I look forward to spending much of it with you!
Stay tuned for details on a book/bible study on charitable giving in February. The book is
“When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor...And Yourself” by Steve
Corbet and Brian Fikkert.

Peace and blessings,

Intern Pastor Rebekah
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CARE AND KINDNESS The Care and Kindness visitation team will be meeting on
January 14th at 9:30 a.m. in the council room. If you’d like to be involved in bringing communion
and friendship to one of our homebound members, then join us. We also have a card ministry that
sends beautiful cards to homebound, grieving, or ill members who enjoy a cheerful greeting and a
few words of support and love. Any questions? Email Pastor Brian at RevBST@aol.com or call at the
church office at 714-539-9541.

Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. for
fellowship and discussion of a variety of literature, current and classic,
fiction and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORC and their friends are invited to join us. Call Ron
Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information. Up-coming selections include:
Jan. 27
Feb. 24

Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead
The Girl on the Train, by Paula Hawkins

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday,
January 14th, at 7:30 A.M. in Endter Hall. All men of
the church are invited. A great breakfast is always served
by our own "church chefs". The program for the morning
will be Tom Kent who will be speaking on his experiences in the armed service. He has
some very interesting stories to tell.
Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

Join one of the four women’s circles at ORC for Bible study, fellowship and
sharing! For more information, please contact a circle Leader.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Grace
January 9th, 7 pm
L. Prechel house

New Faith
January 19th, 7 pm
P. Erickson House

*Susan Kent - Leader
714-454-8545 Cell
714-842-9867 Hm

*Val Fleming- Leader
714-539-9428

Sincerity
January 9th, 7 pm
*Yvonne Bischof– Leader
714-539-0942
Michelle Timothy - Leader

New Joy
January 24, 7 pm
C. Mathany House
*Sue Hanson - Lead
714-963-6203

Red Hat Workday will be on Monday, January 12nd, 10:00 am.

January 2017
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News
at Our Redeemer Preschool 2017

Peaceful Greetings to you,
Happy New Year from the Preschool. December was a short and very busy month. The children
were busy little elves creating gifts for their parents. We have had Red Color Spirit Days where
the students enjoyed lots of activities with the color red. Every Wednesday at preschool we have
offered an Ice Cream Sundae Lunch Bunch
Fundraising Party. The students have been making their own ice cream sundae’s after lunch and
they have really been enjoying spending a little extra time at school and
visiting with their friends and eating ice cream. The students had fun filled days with The Polar
Express Parties. They listened to the story of The Polar Express and wore their pajamas to school.
They also made reindeer toast and drank hot chocolate. Of course there was lots of learning too.
Throughout the lessons, themes, and gift making the
students have been practicing their critical thinking, writing, and cutting skills. The
teachers have observed lots of growth in their fine motor development. On December 16th, we
had a very nice Christmas Program where the students wore their Christmas Pajamas to school
and sang Christmas songs for their parents. We also had several hands on creative stations for the
parents to visit with their children and make a few
simple Christmas crafts together. One station was a cookie decorating station, frosting and sprinkles galore!!! The best station of all was visiting with Santa Claus, taking
pictures and enjoying cookies and milk together. Everyone enjoyed the two week break in December and we are looking forward to what 2017 has to offer!!!
In January, we are looking forward to a Police Officer Visit. An officer will come to the school
and talk to the students about what Police Officers do and the students will get to explore the police officers vehicle. Mid-January we will begin our See’s Candy Fundraiser watch for the order
forms as they will be coming out soon. We are also anxiously waiting for January 20th, that’s our
Snow Day we will be having 2,000 pounds of snow delivered to the school for the students to experience Snow Day in the O.C. On the 27th of
January, the students will be experiencing a celebration of the Lunar New Year. They will learn
about the art, culture and foods that go along with the holiday. All month the classrooms will be
talking about winter, snow, snowflakes and animals in the winter time. It looks like another great
month of non-stop learning and fun.
Peaceful Blessings to you,
-Miss Cherise

“With God everything is possible.”

Matthew 19:26
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Dinners for 8 Sign Ups!
Lori Martin and Carol Tuntland will be taking sign-ups for
Dinners for Eight in January on the patio between
services. Diners have been meeting this fall from October
through January for fun and fellowship. We hope
everyone has enjoyed their time together and we look
forward to next round!

The event was very successful, thanks to the support of the congregation, as well as all the
volunteers. This year, we focused on Third World gift opportunities as well as donations for
Habitat for Humanity and Heifer.
The results were as follows:
1. Heifer International collected $385.00;
2. Habitat for Humanity collected $100;
3. African Team Ministry collected $406.00; 4. SERV collected $1,279.78.
The total we collected was $2,170.78. We did have some "non-returnable" items from SERV,
which we may still sell.
The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank Pastor Brian, all the volunteers, and the
congregation for all the encouragement and support we were given for this event.
~ The Social Ministry Committee

2017 Service Year Schedule
Please begin looking at your calendars,
the 2017 Worship Assistant calendar is
out for sign-up’s in the Narthex.
Your service is greatly appreciated!

January2017
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Sunday Cool begins with opening music led by Mrs. Sharon.
We then break up into two classes. The younger group is for
students age 3 through grade 2 and the older group is for
grades 2-6 is led by Mr. Will Fleming.
Younger Group-Teachers-January 8th-Miss Mary, January
15th-Mrs Sharon, January 22nd-Miss Araceli and Sunday,
January 29th-Mrs Wendy.
Sunday, January 1st-We will worship together with our family at 10:00 am. A
wonderful opportunity to worship with our whole church family and kick off the
new year right.

We will resume Sunday Night Alive on Sunday, Janaury 8th-6:30-8:30 pm. We
meet each Sunday for bible study, games, snacks, fellowship and more.
Looking Ahead  We will be going to Luther Glen for High School Camp-February
18th-20th. A $50.00 deposit is needed by February 1st. We will be going to
Rock N Water this Summer.
Many thanks to Corky Krabbenhoft for the Thrivent Grant to help the youth
upgrade technology in the youth room. We will be able to use Right Now Media soon.
Thanks Corky!

Page 8

Redeemer Reflections

The Men’s Fellowship of OUR REDEEMER hosted
another exciting member-friend Golf Outing on
Saturday Nov 26th at David L. Baker Golf Course.
ORC had 40 players on 10 teams including 9 family
groups, 5 women and 25 friends of members. There
were 8 new players for this tournament. The weather
was good and we all managed to beat the rain.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the golf and socializing.
Please see the pictures in Endter Hall lobby.
The Course was in excellent condition for good scoring with the team of Pastor
Brian, Fred Wilson, Gus Sauter, and Joji Atienza leading the way with a 57. The
team of Lenny LaVache, Fred Bohnen, Corey Pierce and 8-yr old Chloe Pierce
took second place. There were two additional teams under 60. All of the ten
teams were within 10 shots of each other. There were lots of prizes for all with
many local restaurants providing complimentary meal certificates.
Everyone was a winner this day. There were some newcomers this year which is
an encouraging outreach. We hope to see them again and others at our next
tournament in the Spring of 2017 for another day of fun.

S.H.I.P

Self-Help Interfaith Program

“A Program specifically designed to help those who are
serious in getting back on their feet”







120 Day Shelter Program
Meals, Bed, Shower, Phone, and Counseling
Employment and Savings Requirements:
- Must secure full time employment within 30 days or be already full
time employed.
- No graveyard or swing shifts
Adults only—no felony record
Zero tolerance alcohol/drug free environment
For an interview, Call (949)575-9769
and leave a voicemail for a SHIP screener

January 2017
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January Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30
10:00
1/8
1/22
1/29

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson + *
Becky Vinson + *
Becky Vinson + *

for a substitute.

8:30AM
10:00 AM
Setup:
Clean Up:

Ushers
Altar Guild

Acolytes
8:30 AM

Greeters
1/1
Larry & Anita Griswold
1/8
Elsie Tiede
1/15
*
1/22
*
1/29
*
Lectors
1/1
Anita Griswold
1/8
Walt Ridley
1/15
Lori Martin
1/22
Tina Ray
1/29
Jerry Engelhardt

1/1
1/15
1/29

*
*
*

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold,
David Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair
10:00 Travis Ruud

January Birthdays

12)
16)
18)
19)
21)
22)
23)
24)

Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE. THANK YOU!

1)
3)
7)
9)
10)

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Randy Jerue
David Van Sickle
Connie Mathany
Susan Kent
Lynda Engelhardt
Larry Klevos
Christine Schaffer
Marvin Gladwin
Ralph Nemitz
Larry Collier
Sandra Ray
Angela Grieco
Kyle Solberg
Brenda Kingswold
Lucille Dixon
Lily Chweh
Tammy Wilson
Lynne Prechel

26)
28)
29)
30)
31)

Sandee Collier
Glenda Frederick
Beelou Channita
Fran Schwan
Mark Roznos
Angelika Rupp
Nathaniel Green

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com
Intern Pastor
Rebekah Swanson
pastorintern@orcgg.org
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Cherise Cotter
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

January Anniversaries
1/14/72 Wade & Michelle Timothy
1/17/70 Raymond & LeAnne Moore

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Young @ Heart Magical Luncheon
January 16th, 11 AM
Entertainment
Magician Donald Frank
Lunch
Valuetinas Pizza
Bring a Salad if you Wish

LSS Community Care
Grief Loss Groups Available
Redeemer Lutheran Church
13564 St. Andrews Dr.
Seal Beach 90740
1pm – 3pm Friday (with time for individual help)
$10 per session; $60 for 8 sessions
10-12 people per group
Maxine Abbot (714)534-6450
mabbott@lsscommunitycare.org
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

HOMECARE

a division of Donnington Corporation

11752 Garden Grove Blvd.
#121 • Garden Grove

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

714-530-7946

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Fax 714-530-7947
donnington@att.net
www.donningtoncorp.com

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

BUY? - SELL? - REFINANCE?

ADRIANA NAGEL
Realtor

951.454.1614
HABLO ESPAÑOL

OUR REDEEMER / 167

www.cmpublications.com

Women’s Council
of REALTORS
Inland Valley
President 2016-2017
CABRE Lic. #01812080

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
 You have a joy to share
 Someone in your family is in the hospital
 You want communion brought to your

home
 You want to add someone to the prayer list
 Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

