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Redeemer Ref lections
A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

4th Annual ORC
CAMP-OUT ‘n Retreat
SEPTEMBER 3rd - 5th
LABOR DAY WEEKEND

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Cost Per Person:

Nursery Care is provided

Tent-- $77.00 (Family Max: $240)

OFFICE HOURS:

Cabin-- $117.00 (Family Max: $360)

MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Private room-- $175.00 (Family Max: $460)

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Camp Out Activities:
Hike
Archery
Naps
Crafts

Swim
Silly skits
Socialize
Take a walk

Sing-a-long at the campfire
Wine and cheese parties each evening
Shop at nearby Oak Glen
Labyrinth walk and prayer

Registration and information forms available online at
www.orcgg (under MORE, then EVENTS). Forms are also
available in the narthex and in the church office.
Want to be involved in the planning and organization?
We’d love your help! Contact Lynne at
lynne@fanfaremusic.net or call 714-966-0124 (home).
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:

One of my favorite phrases is: “We don’t know what the future holds, but we
do know who holds the future.”
There is a future to which God is calling us. John Ortberg, one of my
favorite Christian authors has a new video series on RightNowMedia entitled: “All
the Places to Go.” He challenges us to discover what God is calling us to the
future. What is the challenge God is presenting to you: in your home, at work, or here at church?
Many members of this congregation have already reached retirement and are like Sarah in
the Bible, laughing at the suggestion that God still has plans for their future. The truth is,
retirement provides greater opportunities for service to God’s kingdom than ever before.
Retirement provides freedom to use your time and your resources in whatever way you choose. In
truth, the ministry of Our Redeemer is carried our primarily by retired people.
What might be God calling you to? The temptation is always to look to the past and lament
that things aren’t the way they used to be. The Bible is full of the laments of God’s people
complaining that things aren’t as good now as they used to be. But God had plans for his people.
When the people turned to God, looked for his guidance, and submitted their wills to His, great
things happened.
I have seen God open the door to Kairos ministry and seen great things, that I never thought
I could be a part of. I have seen our tiny Lord’s Pantry become a major sources of food security in
our community.
This fall marks another new beginning. We will be bidding farewell to the ministry that Lynne
Prechel has been providing Off and On for the past 8 years. She has opened doors to prayer and
reflection and spiritual discipline. Her Labyrinth walks have opened new doors for many in our
congregation to a deeper spirituality. Her careful attention to detail and passion on caring for others
has been a gift. Thank you God for the gifts Lynne Prechel has shared with this congregation.
God is leading us to a new time in our ministry. We will be welcoming our new intern
Rebekah Swanson. Rebekah will be with us for one year. She will be full time. This will be a time
of being challenged by the new thoughts of a young seminarian and will be a time of giving
guidance and support as well. I’m excited to see where God leads us through Rebekah, and
hopefully other interns in the future.
In the weeks ahead, I plan to use John Ortberg’s series: “All the Places to Go” as the outline
for the sermons in August. Are we up to the challenge of going through new doors that God sets
before us, whether you are in school, raising a family, or entering retirement: God has plans for
your future. Let’s explore them together in faith.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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“CAMP OUT ADVENTURE”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
Well, it’s that time of year again to be thinking about the Oak Glen apple ranches
and yummy apple pie, the campfire s’mores and silly skits we enjoy, the lazy hours spent
socializing in the shade at Luther Glen… and more. What’s your favorite thing about Our
Redeemer’s annual camp out and retreat? When I asked some of our campers what they
liked best, here are some of the replies I got:
“I love the archery time! The new bows and arrows really make a difference in how
well I do. We get to compete with each other, which is cool. The whole weekend is really
relaxing and laid back.”
“The goats are one of my favorites because they are friendly, especially when I have a handful of
grain! Their mouths are fuzzy and tickle my hand, and they’re greedy for the food. It’s really fun.”
“I like the crafts and also the funny skits we do around the campfire. Also, singing different versions of
grace before meals is fun and can be pretty silly at times. It makes me laugh.”
“Hanging out with friends on the patio, and the wine and cheese parties each evening are fun, too. We
have this event every year now, and I look forward to it a lot.”
“We do worship Sunday evening, which is different. It’s small and intimate, and it feels very special.
There’s lots of love in that group.”
“Everybody is smiling and laughing the whole time. It’s so relaxing and casual. I even fell asleep on
the couch last year. My friends go, too, so it’s really enjoyable for me.”
These folks articulated some of what the camp out has come to embody for me, too. There are lots of
fun things to do at Luther Glen that no one mentioned, too, like swimming and hiking, sitting at long tables
together during meals and serving ourselves family-style, going on the beautiful walk in the Oak Glen
Preserve, shopping in Oak Glen, visiting the nearby apple ranches and eating a big slice of apple pie with ice
cream, walking the outdoor labyrinth during a sunset, and much more.
The dates are Friday-Monday, Sept. 3-5, which is Labor Day weekend. Remember that we have a
family maximum dollar amount for families who have four or more members attending. This extends a real
savings to you. Check out the camp out section of this newsletter for details on that.
I hope you make Our Redeemer’s camp out and retreat an annual event for you and your family. If you
haven’t come camping with us yet, then this year is the year to do it! You won’t be sorry you did, that’s for
sure!
Labor Day weekend, here we come!
With love, Lynne
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CARE AND KINDNESS
August 24 Meeting

The Care and Kindness visitation team will be meeting on Wed. Aug. 24 at
9:30 a.m. in the council room. If you’d like to be involved in bringing communion and friendship to one of our homebound members, then join us. We
also have a card ministry that sends beautiful cards to homebound, grieving, or
ill members who enjoy a cheerful greeting and a few words of support and
love. For questions, please email Lynne at lynne@fanfaremusic.net, or call at the church office at
714-539-9541.
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety
of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORLC
and their friends are invited to join us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for
more information.

ORC Book Circle

Up-coming selections include:
Aug. 26 ~ The Hero with a Thousand Faces, by Joseph Campbell
Sept. 23 ~ The Wright Brothers, by David McCollough
The Men's Breakfast Fellowship is a group of ORC men who meet monthly for
breakfast and fellowship. Visitors and members are always welcome. No meetings
in August but will resume in September. Stay tuned!
Women’s Circles ~ are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible
study, fellowship and sharing. Visitors and new members are always
welcome. No meetings scheduled in August.

Special Recognition goes out to our Newsletter sponsors
John Wildsmith/Donnington Homecare
Dana Hayden/Help Plumbing, Heating & Air
Alexis Mcintosh/America’s Christian CU

Rev. Mark Swaim/Magnolia Memorial Park
John Nguyen/Boiling Pot Restaurant
Sue Nuruki/GG Nursery & Flower Shop

We are extremely grateful for our annual sponsors that support the church and
make this printed newsletter possible at no cost to the church. Please consider
calling on these local businesses and giving them your support throughout the year.
** If you have a local business that you’d like advertised within our newsletter,
please contact the office.
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Greetings from Preschool,
Summer School Session 1 was tons of fun and Session 2 has just
begun. The students had a great time connecting with old and
new friends. They had a very patriotic Red, White and Blue Parade
on July 1st. They also soaked up some fun on a field trip to the Splash Pad on July 8th. The
students of Session 2 are looking forward to Dr. Seuss Dress Up Week, where everyday they get to wear
something wacky. There is a Crazy Hat and Hair day, a Silly Sock Day, a Wacky Clothes Wednesday, Stripes
and Polka Dots and a Pajama & Movie Day. They are also learning all about pets and animals that live in the
Ocean. We will be going to the Aquarium of the Pacific for our
Session 2 Field Trip. Everyone is looking forward to VBS and the exciting Cave Quest Theme.

It has been a great summer and a blessing to learn with all these smiling faces each week. We still have some
spots left in our classes for FALL. Spread the word and like us on Facebook at
Our Redeemer Preschool.

Wishing you much PEACE and many BLESSINGS,
Miss Cherise
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Welcome to ORC Rebekah Swanson
Rebekah is a lifelong Lutheran and an advocate for food and
shelter justice. She grew up on an organic family farm which
doubled as an ecumenical retreat center located in
Point Roberts, Washington. Her formation as a faithful and
dancing servant has led her on a variety of journeys. From
disaster response work in the Gulf Coast, to running severe
weather shelters for homeless and transient men, and almost
two years of living and working at Holden Village
(a well-known and respected Lutheran Retreat Center) in the North Cascade Region of the
Pacific Northwest. In her “down” time Rebekah loves to visit museums, go hiking, and peruse
used book stores. She is also a textile artist and enjoys working for transformational music/art
festivals creating large-scale art pieces and light-scapes. She is really looking forward to spending
time at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church while learning from and alongside the community.
We will officially install Rebekah Swanson as our intern/pastor at both services on Sunday,
September 11. At that service we will also install our new pre-school director Cherise Cotter and
her staff.
There will be an ice cream social: meet and greet at 4p.m. that Sunday afternoon. There will be
an opportunity to get to know a little bit more about Rebekah and for her to get to know you and
this congregation better. I know how important it was for me to get to know members of the congregation at several events when I first arrived, and I hope we will have a big turnout to welcome
Rebekah and make her feel at home here at Our Redeemer.
Although Rebekah is not yet ordained as a pastor, we ask that you address her as Pastor Rebekah.
Part of the goal of internship is for candidates to experience what it is like to be a
pastor, and so she should be treated and addressed as: Pastor Rebekah.
For those who might like an earlier opportunity to get to know Rebekah, she will be
attending our congregational campout over the Labor Day weekend. That is a fun time to relax,
enjoy nature, engage in crafts and conversation, participate in evening devotions and reflections,
and have a memorable weekend away.
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Vacation Bible School
August 8th-12th, 2016
8:45 am to 1:00 pm
Cost: $30 for 1st child, $25 for 2nd child and
$20 for each additional child at the same
address.
Registration:
Our Redeemer Church Office
12301 Magnolia St.
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am - 2 pm

Group, Private, Children & Adult Lessons
&
Water Aerobics
Offered
Last Session of the Season Starts August 15—26

ORC

Registration open Mon-Thurs from 9 am-1 pm in the Church Office
Forms can be found on our website
@ www.orcgg.org
Taught by Certified Swim Instructors
714-539-9541 for more info.
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Save The Dates …..

AUGUST POOL PARTY
Sunday, Aug. 21 - 11:30-2:30 p.m.
What you need: towel, swimsuit, and sunscreen. Please bring:
fruit or dessert to share. Lunch and drinks will be provided.
Church members and their friends are invited. Questions?
Call Lynne in the church office:
(714) 539-9541 or email: lynne@fanfaremusic.net.

“A String and A Prayer”
Prayer Beads Workshop
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2016
10 am - 2:30 pm
Bring a sack lunch - Beverages provided
Materials fee: $15
Facilitator: Lynne Prechel

More info coming soon!

Israel Trip: May 2-11, 2017
Pastor Brian is organizing his second “pilgrimage”
to Israel in 2017. The trip is not just a vacation, it
is a life-changing spiritual experience to be at the
actual places Jesus walked. Each day will
include devotions that include words of Jesus that
were spoken at the site we are at. We will be
where Jesus healed the Centurion’s servant, the
cripple lowered through the roof, where Jesus
proclaimed to Peter: You are Cephas (Rock) and
on this rock I will build my church, where Jesus preached the sermon on the mount, on a boat in
the sea of Galilee, and all the sites in and around Jerusalem: the garden of Gethsemane, the temple
mount, the upper room, and the garden tomb.
This should be a part of every Christian’s bucket list. I promise you, you will not be disappointed!!!!
The total cost of EVERYTHING is $3600, including non-stop airfare from LAX to Tel Aviv aboard
El Al airlines. The only extra expense is lunch and gifts you may want to purchase.
Registration begins NOW. Registration is $300 and goes toward the total cost of the trip.
Everyone who registers before September 30 will receive a $50 discount.
Pastor Brian has brochures, registration forms and can answer any questions you may have.

August 2016

Page 9

August Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 Randy Jerue 10:00 Will Fleming
8:30 am Communion Assistants
8/7
Lori Martin
8/21
*

8/14
8/28

Ushers
Don Woodhouse -Team 4
Jerry & Carol Healy and
Tom & Leslie Roedl
Altar Guild
Setup: Beth Mayer
Clean Up: *

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson
Becky Vinson/Michelle Timothy

Greeters
8/7
*
8/14
*
8/21
*
8/28
*
Lectors
8/7
Traci Fitzharris 8/28 Traci Fitzharris
8/14 Chris Erickson
8/21 Tina Ray

for a substitute.

7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

8:30 AM
*
*
*
*
*

Sunday
Reflections deadline is

Acolytes
10 AM
*
*
*
*
*

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold,
David Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE. THANK YOU!

August Birthdays
8/3
8/3
8/4
8/4
8/6
8/10
8/10
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/30
8/30

Evelyn Knowlton 8/31
Sherwood Witt
James Ramsey
Marjorie Matthews
Robyn Guillory
Emmanuel Hayden
Tracy Ramirez
Tomasina Brozick
Bernill Ramsey
Tamila Mendoza
Melinda Spaberg
Robert Capps
Mary Kent
Kim Roznos
Daniel Huffman
Norman Jessen
Sherri Hull
Audrey Prothero
Kristine Ray
Dennis Klevos
Jeff Ridley

Bonnie Ness

August Anniversaries
8/5/78 Lynn & Ann Badertscher
8/9/68 Marvin & Nancy Gladwin
8/14/65 Gus & Susan Sauter
8/16/81 Greg & Lynne Prechel
8/18/01 Troy & Kari Humphrey

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

8/25/57 Dave & Sharon Thompson
8/30/75 Larry & Anita Griswold

9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com
Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Cherise Cotter
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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BIG BAND FROM SWEDEN …
HUGE SUCCESS!
The Big Big Band from Sweden was at Our Redeemer
June 24th and presented a fantastic concert. All those
present were thrilled with the fabulous sound made by
the 45-member band. A standing ovation was given at
the conclusion as this was such an extraordinary
performance. The members of the band were complete
ladies and gentlemen. They represented their country
extremely well. They were polite and kind and the band members were very appreciative of their
host families.
A HUGE thank-you goes to all those who offered their homes to the band members. There were
many hugs given when the band left for their next destination on Saturday morning. This was a
very positive experience for the host families.
Chris and Patty Erickson
Will and Val Fleming
Wade and Michelle Timothy
Joyce Wallace
Karen Roznos
Larry and Lorrie Klevos
Dave and Peggy Frostad
Nancy Schager
Tom and Susan Kent
Terry Dickman

Brian and Wendy Taylor
Bill and Dorothy Aanestad
Darrell and Carol Tuntland
Gary and Connie Manthany
Larry and Anita Griswold
Debbie Vojtech
Mike and Timmy Forth
Ray and Leanne Moore
Erica Denhartog
Jerry and Lynda Engelhardt

The church provided a meal for the band members before the concert. A BBQ was prepared by:
Will and Val Fleming
Jim Vinson
Travon Thomas
Patty Kessler
This was a large undertaking but because of the generosity, the helpfulness, and the kindness of
our congregation, it proved to be a huge success. Special thanks to Patty Erickson for helping with
Publicity, Todd Miller for providing the Tympani Orchestra, and Will Glendening for opening and
closing the facility.
The purpose of the concert was to make us aware and raise funds for Shepherd's Canyon Retreat
Center. This is a place where pastors can attend and find help with their marriages, hurting
congregation, purpose of mission. This concert certainly was a great way to promote this
worthwhile cause.

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

HOMECARE

a division of Donnington Corporation

11752 Garden Grove Blvd.
#121 • Garden Grove

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

714-530-7946

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Fax 714-530-7947
donnington@att.net
www.donningtoncorp.com

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238
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www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

