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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.
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Redeemer Reflections

Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:

Garbage in…Garbage Out! Holy Spirit in…fruits of the Spirit out!
What are you putting into your heart, mind and soul? In our culture, it is so easy
to fill our time with zombies, violence, sexual promiscuity, and other images that
are harmful to our spiritual health. Is there some way we can find time and ways
to fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit, and see the fruits of the Spirit more evident in
our lives?
RightNowMedia is a web-site the church is making available to all our members. It has a
variety of Christian programming available. There are programs for spiritual growth and Bible study,
help with marriage and relationship issues, financial planning programs, and entertaining films and
cartoons for the whole family. I would encourage you to sign up for the account. It’s free, and it
simply gives you access to a whole range of Christian programming. It’s like having a Christian
version of Netflix available in your home.
In August I will be using one of the programs available on RightNowMedia in worship. You
will have an opportunity to preview the material at home at your own leisure, and then share it in
worship. Look for next month’s special program.
Help! We need housing for our intern. Rebekah Swanson will be arriving in mid-August and
we need to find her safe, affordable housing in the area. If you know of an apartment or a guest
house that might be available, please contact me. We’re looking for something between $12001600. Studio/One bedroom that allows cats.
Israel Trip: I’m planning another trip to Israel on May 2-11, 2017. The cost per person/
double occupancy is $3600. That includes EVERYTHING! The only extras are lunches and gifts you
plan to buy (I recommend an olive wood nativity set bought in Bethlehem). This is not just a
vacation, it is a pilgrimage. I was awe-struck on how much being in the very places Jesus stood,
affected me. It makes the Scriptures come alive. Imagine being in the town Jesus was born, being
at the tomb where he was buried, sailing on the Sea of Galilee where Jesus sailed with his disciples,
renewing your baptism in the very waters that Jesus was baptized, praying in the Garden of
Gethsemane where Jesus prayed, and being in so many places recorded in the Bible. When you
return home, you will be able to see in your mind the places described in the Bible.
I am offering this trip because I really believe it will have a positive impact on your faith. As
a pastor, I want to make a difference, and this will make a difference in your life. I have brochures
with all the details. I’ve been able to make changes from the first trip that will make this better
than ever. I need 15-20 people to commit to the trip to be able to offer the trip at this price. Let
me know if you are interested.

In Christ,

Past or Br ian
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“Living a Life of Gratitude”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
A tally of passages in the New Testament that describe or encourage the
praising of God and Christ yields a number well over two hundred. The words used for acts
of praise turn out to be extraordinary in their variety. In addition to the word “praise” itself,
these also occur: bless, thank, worship, glorify, fall on one’s face, kneel, honor, magnify,
extol, rejoice in, confess, acknowledge, sing hymns and psalms to, offer gifts or sacrifices,
boast in, speak in tongues, invoke, be devoted to, and sanctify the Name of God. Special
words of acclamation like Hosannah, Hallelujah, and Amen are throughout the New
Testament, while John’s Revelation abounds with “Holy, Holy, Holy,” Worthy art thou,” and more. Scholars
have identified hymn like poems and doxologies in the Gospels and several of the epistles. The Bible is filled
with an outpouring of praise language, much of which was used in the worship of the earliest church.
Why do we have this praise language in the Bible? Perhaps the best answer is to recall that the New
Testament grew out of something it calls the “good news” of what God did and does through Jesus. The first
believers apparently spent a great deal of time thanking God for the renewal of their lives in Christ Jesus and
passing this joy on to others in the form of gospel proclamation or reflection.
When you stop and think about it, you see that the New Testament functions as a kind of guidebook
for thankful living. And rather like a heartbeat that gives life to a body, the words praise and thanksgiving are
central to this Testament and to the Christian community. How do we use this information to assist us in living
our lives as followers of Christ? What do we need to do to live a life of gratitude? The journey for each of us
is unique, and these questions can only truly be answered by pondering them deep within your own heart. But
here’s a little of what I’ve learned, and I hope it might be a little bit helpful.
Gratitude in its deepest sense means to live life as gift to be received gratefully. Gratitude in the gospel
speaks about embracing all of life: the good and the bad, the joyful and the painful, the holy and the not so
holy. For a society that prefers to cover up the bad and painful aspects of life, it can be radical to accept that
mourning and dancing are part of the same movement. Jesus calls us to be grateful for every moment that we
have lived, and to embrace the cross as the main symbol of our faith as it invites us to find hope where we see
pain and to reaffirm the resurrection where we see death. This call to be grateful is a call to trust that every
moment of our life can be claimed as the way of the cross that leads us to new life. By the example of Jesus on
the cross, we see new life born from suffering and pain. Knowing this, why would I sweep my sorrow and sad
memories under the rug when I can discover joy beneath my sorrow, peace hidden in the middle of my
conflicts, and the hidden strength from Christ that rises up within me when I am weak?
While it has taken me countless episodes of suffering to finally learn this valuable lesson, still I am
grateful for what I learn each time I am brought low. I think of this as being “pruned,” much as a grapevine is
cut back to produce new fruit each year. I’m discovering that grateful people are those who can celebrate even
the pains of life because they trust that when harvest time comes the fruit will show that the pruning was not
punishment but purification. The expression “all is grace” has a wider and deeper meaning for me now. Do
you see what I mean?
We’re reflecting on the topic of gratitude at our summer labyrinth walk on Saturday, July 30 (10 am-5
pm). It’s a good time to ponder that “all is grace,” and how living a life of gratitude can help us in our journey
and transformation as followers of Christ. There will be gratitude-themed stations around the labyrinth for you
to visit, too. As Jesus said, “Come and see!”
Grateful to journey with you, Lynne
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CARE AND KINDNESS
July 20 Meeting
The Care and Kindness visitation team will be meeting on Wed. July 20 in the council
room. If you’d like to be involved in bringing communion & friendship to one of our
homebound members, then join us. We also have a card ministry that sends beautiful
cards to homebound, grieving, or ill members who enjoy a cheerful greeting and a few
words of support and love. For questions, please email Lynne at lynne@fanfaremusic.net,
or call at the church office at 714-539-9541.

ORC Book Circle Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. for

fellowship and discussion of a variety of literature, current and classic,
fiction and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join us.
Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.
Up-coming selections include:
July 22 ~ The Long Walk, by Slavomir Rawicz and Ronald Downing
Aug. 26 ~ The Hero with a Thousand Faces, by Joseph Campbell
Sept. 23 ~ The Wright Brothers, by David McCollough

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship is a group of ORC men who meet monthly for breakfast and
fellowship. Visitors and members are always welcome. No meetings in July or August but will
resume in September. Stay tuned!
Women’s Circles ~ are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship
and sharing. Visitors and new members are always welcome. No meetings scheduled for
July or August.
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GOLF
SPRING OUTING 2016
The Men’s Fellowship of OUR REDEEMER hosted another exciting member-friend Golf Outing on
Saturday May 21th at David L. Baker Golf Course. We had 44 players including 8 family groups,
8 women and 21 friends of members, including 9 new players. The weather was beautiful and
everyone seemed to enjoy the golf and socializing. See pictures in Endter Hall lobby.
The Course was in excellent condition for good scoring with the team of Alan Matthews,
Dave Seawright, Al Savala, and Rich Sciauto leading the way with a 57. The team of
Richard Jocham, Rick Jocham, Dave Van Sickle and Roland Chasse took second place.
There were two teams additional tied at 59. All of the eleven teams were within 8 shots of
each other. There were lots of prizes for all with many local restaurants providing
complimentary meal certificates.
Everyone was a winner this day. There were a few newcomers this year,
which is an encouraging outreach. We hope to see them again and
others at our next tournament in the Fall for another day of fun.
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Greetings from Preschool
Hello I am so grateful that I have been lead to Our Redeemer
Preschool and I am very excited to be here. Miss Sue and I
have been working very closely during the past school year so
that I can get a clear view of just how amazing this preschool
is and to ensure that the program stays as awesome as it has
always been in the past! I am feeling blessed to be part of the
Our Redeemer Preschool Family, it is wonderful to be among such a
dedicated team of teachers who adore children and love what they do!
I am looking forward to continuing in this blessed career of singing, dancing,
teaching, learning and sharing God’s love!
The Summer Session is here and it is going strong. During the Summer Session we get to meet
a number of new students before our Fall Session begins. We also get to enjoy some extra
special units and field trips.
During the first week of July, the children will be feeling a little patriotic getting ready to
celebrate the 4th Of July on July 1st. They will be decorating their bikes and having a Red,
White and Blue Bike Parade. Also during July, we will be taking a Field Trip to a local Splash
Pad for some water play fun and our main learning units will be Camping Out and Rainforest
Wildlife!
We still have space in some classes for Fall, so if you or someone you know is interested, have
them contact us as soon as possible… remember 2 1/2 and potty trained, and a fun time for all!
Fall Session begins Tuesday, September 6th. Thanks again for all your support throughout the
year.
GOD is GOOD!
Have a Great Summer!
Cherise Cotter

Page 6

Redeemer Reflections

The Importance of Friends
What are the benefits of having friends?
Good friends are good for your health. Friends can help you celebrate good times and provide support during bad times.
Friends prevent loneliness and give you a chance to offer needed companionship, too. Friends can also:
Increase your sense of belonging and purpose
Boost your happiness and reduce your stress
Improve your self-confidence and self-worth
Help you cope with traumas, such as divorce, serious illness, job loss or the death of a loved one
Encourage you to change or avoid unhealthy lifestyle habits, such as excessive drinking or lack of exercise
How can I nurture my friendships?
Developing and maintaining healthy friendships involves give-and-take. Sometimes you're the one giving support, and
other times you're on the receiving end. Letting friends know you care about them and appreciate them can help
strengthen your bond. It's as important for you to be a good friend as it is to surround yourself with good friends. To
nurture your friendships:
Accept yourself. Cultivate a healthy, realistic self-image. Work on building your self-esteem by taking care of
yourself — eat a healthy diet and include physical activity in your daily routine. Insecurity and constant
self-criticism can be turn offs to potential friends.
Accept others. Don't judge. Give your friends space to change, grow and make mistakes. Encourage your friends
to freely express their emotions. Don't belittle or make fun of what the other person thinks or feels.
Be positive. Think of friendship as an emotional bank account. Every act of kindness and every expression of
approval are deposits into this account, while criticism and negativity draw down the account. Nonstop
complaining puts a strain on a friendship.
Don't compete. Don't let friendships turn into a battle over who makes the most money or who has the nicest
home. Instead, admire their talents and celebrate their good fortune.
Listen up. Ask what's going on in your friends' lives. Let the other person know you are paying close attention
through eye contact, body language and occasional brief comments like, "That sounds fun." When friends
share details of hard times or difficult experiences, be empathetic, but don't give advice unless your friends
ask.
Respect boundaries. Keep confidential any personal information that your friends share with you. Try not to ask
questions that make your friends uncomfortable.
Source: Mayo Clinic Healthy Living (an ELCA Portico website)

WHY CONSIDER
ONLINE GIVING?
With summer starting and planned vacations about to commence, we encourage you to take time today to pray about online giving
and how you might get involved in this program. Our Redeemer invites you to join our new electronic giving program as a way to
automate your regular weekly offerings. Here are some reasons:
1. Electronic giving is convenient for you and provides much-needed consistency for our church. Did you know that there is no cost
for you to participate?
2. If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes.
3. When vacation travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will allow your weekly
offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis, thus supporting your church programs and the community you love.
4. You can conveniently set up online giving from our church website: www.orcgg.org. From the church website home page, click
on the word MORE in the horizontal bar under the banner. Next, click on ELECTRONIC GIVING, and you’re a step closer to
giving to your church without interruption.
If you’d like to get set up to give electronically, visit our website, or simply call the church office at (714) 539-9541 and ask for
assistance. We are here to help you get started!
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July 3rd-Sunday Night Alive-6:30-8:30 pm-Bible Study, fellowship, games and food! What could be better than that!
July 8th-Overnighter!!! We will be joining St. Olaf and the
Pacifica Synod youth team for an overnighter! We will meet at
St. Olaf (Ninth and Lampson) and have a blast.
July 10th-SNAP-Yup, it's pool time! Join us for swimming, swim
games, snacks and a short devotion. Wear your swim suit! We
meet at the pool at 6:30 pm and will be done at 9:00. It's gonna
be fun!
July 17th-Sunday Night Alive-6:30-8:30 pm VBS Prep night. We
will be making some props for VBS! Join us...
July 24th-Sunday Night Alive-6:30-8:30 pm-Bible Study, fellowship, games and food! Join us for midsummer fun!
July 31st-SNAP-Yup, it's pool time! Join us for swimming, swim
games, snacks and a short devotion. Wear your swim suit! We
meet at the pool at 6:30 pm and will be done at 9:00. It's gonna
be fun!

Group, Private, Children & Adult Lessons
&
Water Aerobics

ORC
Classes Filling Up FAST - don’t miss out on the FUN!
Registration open Mon-Thurs from 9 am-1 pm in the Church Office
Forms can be found on our website
@ www.orcgg.org
Taught by Certified Swim Instructors
714-539-9541 for more info.
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Save The Da
Dates …..
4th ANNUAL CAMPOUT & RETREAT
SEPT. 3 - SEPT. 5
LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Cost Per Person:
Tent-- $77.00 (Family Max: $215)
Cabin-- $117.00 (Family Max: $345)
Private room-- $175.00 (Family Max: $460)
Activities:
Hike
Archery
Naps
Crafts

Swim
Silly skits
Socialize
Take a walk

Sing-a-long at the campfire
Wine and cheese parties each evening
Shop at nearby Oak Glen
Labyrinth walk and prayer

Registration and information forms available online at www.orcgg (under MORE, then EVENTS), or pick up
your forms in the church office. Forms will also be available for pick up in the narthex beginning in mid-July.

SUMMER POOL PARTIES
July 24 and August 21. Times: 11:30-1:30 pm.
(Please note that the parties will be two hours long this year instead of three.)
What you need: towel, swimsuit, and sunscreen.
Please bring: fruit or dessert to share
Lunch and drinks will be provided. Church members and their friends are invited.
Questions? Call Lynne in the church office: (714) 539-9541 or email:lynne@fanfaremusic.net.

“A String and A Prayer”
Prayer Beads Workshop
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2016
10 am - 2:30 pm
Bring a sack lunch - Beverages provided
Materials fee (to be announced)
Facilitator: Lynne Prechel

More info coming soon!

Gratitude Labyrinth Walk
Saturday, July 30
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Endter Hall
What are you grateful for? When was the last time you experienced awe? Where were you when you last felt grateful?
Through what channels does your happiness in life express itself?
Come and walk the labyrinth. Visit the prayer stations. Allow the gratitude within you to bubble up and be felt. Open
yourself to the mystery of God alive and commune with the Holy Spirit in this day of prayer and gratefulness.
Instructions on walking the labyrinth will be available for you. Call Lynne with your questions (714)966-0124 (home), or
email at lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
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July Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 John Prothero 10:00 *
8:30 am Communion Assistants
7/3
Lori Martin
7/17
*
7/31
*
10 am Communion Assistants
7/10
Becky Vinson
7/24
Becky Vinson
7/31
Becky Vinson/Michelle Timothy
Greeters
7/3
*
7/31
*
7/10
*
7/17
*
7/24
*
Lectors
7/3 Tom Kent
7/24 Ron Stearns
7/10 Dorothie Bair 7/31 Traci Fitzharris
7/17 Tina Ray

for a substitute.

Ushers
Don Woodhouse -Team 3
Gus Sauter & Larry & Anita Griswold
Altar Guild
Setup: Teri Dickman
Clean Up: Teri Dickman

7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

8:30 AM
*
*
*
*
*

Acolytes
10 AM
*
*
*
*
*

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold,
David Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair
10:00 Jerry Healy

*PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT (714)539-9541 OR EMAIL: OFFICE@ORCGG.ORG
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONE THE EMPTY SLOTS ABOVE. THANK YOU!

July Birthdays
7/3 Debra Garcia
7/3 Thomas Kent
7/3 Michelle Timothy
7/4 Jeanne Schremp
7/6 Terry Dickman
7/8 Shari Ruud
7/9 Yvonne Bischof
7/9 Jean Peppmuller
7/11 Margaret Garceau
7/12 Tim English
7/14 Joe Kingswold
7/14 Linda Veres
7/15 Claire Leeb
7/16 Peggie Yanda
7/17 Tressa Bair
7/17 Jerry Engelhardt
7/17 Margie Pyle
7/21 Patty Erickson
7/21 Mary Murphy
7/24 Pastor Brian

7/25
7/27
7/28
7/29
7/29
7/29
7/29
7/31
7/31
7/31

Joanne Davey
Will Fleming
Corky Krabbenhoft
Aidan Bair
Aubrey Erickson
Ruth O’Connor
Terri O’Neal
Allen Bair
Michael Butala
Barbara Howery

Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com
Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Cherise Cotter
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

July Anniversaries
7/11
7/16
7/18
7/21

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Marcos & Tracy Ramirez
Dan & Carol Corth
John & Jennifer Leeb
Brian and Cindy Mendonca

7/23 Trent & Crystal Hauber
7/23 Jim & Lori Myers
7/30 Chris & Patty Erickson

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Congratulations
To all our recent graduates, we wish you well and may God bless you on
your future academic achievements, successes and careers.

University
Bryan Edmondson graduated from UCI.
Araceli Garcia graduated from Concordia University in Irvine.
Louis Moehlman graduated from California Lutheran University.
Alyssa Taylor graduated from University of Tennessee, Chattanooga..
Jared Venard graduated from Cal State University Fullerton with a BA in Cinema and Television.

High School
Dylan Barnett graduated from Pacifica High School and will be attending Golden West College with a
Sociology Major.
Macey Hirsch graduated from Mater Dei and is going to Ole Miss.
Dana Roznos graduated from Los Alamitos High School and will be attending Orange Coast College.
Lyndsey Trigg (grandniece of Ron & Cathleen Stearns) graduated from El Dorado High School.

Jr. High
Andrew Garcia graduated and is going to La Quinta.
Zaid Humphrey graduated from Venado Middle School.
Zachary Kwast graduated from Las Colinas Middle School in Camerillo, CA.
William Sauter graduated from Northcreek Academy in Walnut Creek.

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

HOMECARE

a division of Donnington Corporation

11752 Garden Grove Blvd.
#121 • Garden Grove

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

714-530-7946

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Fax 714-530-7947
donnington@att.net
www.donningtoncorp.com

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780
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Next to Jack in The Box

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238
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“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

