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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:

MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Our Redeemer Golf Outing
The Men’s Fellowship of Our Redeemer is holding a Golf Outing:
Saturday May 21, 2016
9 AM
David L. Baker Golf Course , Fountain Valley
Team Best Ball (Scramble)
The outing is open to ALL players including members (male & female),
friends, relatives, teenagers, grandparents, etc. Enter as a family or
an individual. There are always prizes for teams and individuals, so
please join us for friendly competition and fellowship.
Sign up with Gus Sauter (714)898-4148 by May 7th.
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Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
I’m just coming off the high of Living Pictures. What has been encouraging is all
the new people stepping up to take leadership of many positions. For the past 5 years
Sherri Hull and Carol Tuntland have been upgrading our costuming, and providing great
leadership. Behind the scenes Randy Jerue and our scouts have been taking the
leadership of our on stage props, and Terri Dickman has added so much help with props
and staging. It’s such a pleasure to see those who have been doing Living Pictures for 20
years, integrated with new faces and leaders. This year I had a Lutheran pastor on his way out of the
production tell me how powerful it was to see a real person, hanging on the cross, and how the reality of
Jesus’ death on the cross was brought home through the production. It continues to touch the lives of those
who view it each year: and each year nearly half those in attendance are seeing Living Pictures for the first
time.
We’re planning on doing Living Pictures next year as part of our 60th anniversary celebration. At first, we
were going to cancel since there were other special events, but what ministry better defines Our Redeemer
than Living Pictures. We’re going to be putting together some of the favorite scenes from over the years. Of
course we will do the Palm Sunday Procession, the Last Supper, Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, the
Pieta, and other favorites through the years.
I’ve also been so excited about our new organ. I am truly surprised about what a positive change the
new organ has made. There are so many beautiful sounds, and John Glessner has been choosing so many
inspiring pieces on the organ.
Another new addition is our intern for the fall. Rebekah Swanson will begin her internship with us in
September. Rebekah grew up on a family farm in Washington and “spent my formative years surrounded by
clergy, theologians, musicians, biblical scholars and astronomers, and playing church under the canopy of a
giant cherry tree.”
She worked with Lutheran Disaster Response as a volunteer following Hurricane Katrina, working
through a local Lutheran Church, organizing donations, listening to the stories of the broken, and working in
the community. She spend time as the Head Housekeeper at Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat center, with
a long history of innovative worship and spiritual development. Later, she worked in Bellingham Washington
as a site coordinator for the Interfaith Coalition’s Emergency Severe Weather Shelter. Rebekah brings the
gifts of a strong Lutheran heritage, a desire for a deep spiritual relationship with God, and strong experiences
of community service. She is excited about working at Our Redeemer, and I look forward to working with
her in the coming year.
What a blessing it is to serve Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. We have ministries that go back many
years in our past, and we have new ministries and new ways that we seek to be God’s people here in Garden
Grove. I see the presence of God in so many people and in so many ways that God’s love is shared in this
community.
In Christ,

Past or Br ian
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“Deepening Vulnerability”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
As I write this, we are still in the season of Lent, and Easter is twelve days away. So
I write from a Lenten perspective today. But bear with me, for the joy of Easter will be
revealed below ere I finish this reflection for you.
We Lutherans are “Easter People” who know the trajectory of the life of Jesus
Christ; we already know how this story ends - with resurrection, God’s glory, amazing
grace and forgiveness poured out freely for us. We know the good news of the gospel, and
it’s wonderful to live in this state of grace. But the lessons of Lent are valuable for us all
throughout the church year.
For myself, I find that I often slip out of my Lenten mindset quickly once Easter is upon me,
and I move away from some of my practices that kept me humble and focused on Christ’s daily and subtle
gifts to me while in Lent. Too quickly, I think, and I lose something in the process. But being in recovery from
surgery has slowed me down considerably and kept me in a state of deepening vulnerability, and in this I am
discovering more and more gifts that I would’ve overlooked prior.
You’ve already listened to me talk about new beginnings (Feb.) and being small (March), and
today I want to share about my deep response to a daily, online devotion that I subscribe to. It’s written by Fr.
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest and the founder of The Center for Action and Contemplation in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Here’s what struck me so deeply, and I quote this segment of his devotion:
“It takes all of us a long time to move from power to weakness, from glib certitude to vulnerability,
from meritocracy to the ocean of grace. Strangely enough, this is especially true for people raised in religion.
In Paul's letters, he consistently idealizes not power but powerlessness, not strength but weakness, not success
but the cross. It's as if he's saying, "I glory when I fail and suffer because now I get to be like Jesus--the naked
loser--who turned any notion of God on its head." Now the losers can win, which is just about everybody.
The revelation of the death and resurrection of Jesus forever redefines what success and winning
mean, and it is not what any of us wanted or expected. On the cross, God is revealed as vulnerability itself (the
Latin word vulnus means wound). The path to holiness is so different than any of us would have wished or
imagined; and yet after the fact, we will all recognize that it was our littleness and wrongness that kept the
door to union and love permanently wedged open every day of our life. In fact, there is no way to close it.” 1
I don’t know about you, but reading these two paragraphs brought me to my knees this morning. I
couldn’t stop weeping because I recognized myself as powerless, as small, as wrong about so many things. All
the things that the world says makes us losers are actually what makes us winners in the eyes of God. The
ultimate heart-wrenching comes in the last line of the quote: the door is permanently wedged open between us
and God. There is nothing we can do to close it, nor should we want to. Our very waywardness, smallness,
and vulnerability are the ticket to the Kingdom of God.
It’s hard to stay in this crucified place though, isn’t it? Our world and culture scorns weakness and
vulnerability. It’s as if to be followers of Christ, we have to swim upstream against a current that is constantly
pushing us back. And that’s why community in Christ is such a good idea. We have each other to lean on and
turn to. This good news becomes a true Easter moment for me when I take it deeply within my heart. And
here’s the thing - I really don’t want to do this alone. I need your companionship on the journey. Will you
swim against the current with me?
1

https://cac.org/vulnerability-even-in-god-2016-03-17/
Drenched with love and grace,

Lynne
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CARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRY

The Care and Kindness visitation team will be meeting on Wed., April 13 in
the council room. We will be talking about those who we currently visit and
seek continual prayers on the Our Redeemer prayer list. All are welcome! If
you’d like to know more about this ministry, call the office (714-539-9541) or
email Lynne at lynne@fanfaremusic.net.

Health Ministry
Health Ministry is sponsoring a First Aid Class on Saturday April 23rd in Endter Hall at 9
AM. The class is 4-1/2 hour class with instructor Rob Pryce. The class will cover all types
of treatments from minor problems to major problems such as CPR and is provided FREE by
Hoag Hospital. Please sign-up for the class at our poster. There will be a limit of 20 people.

Please join us for Red Hat Work Day on Monday, April 4th, 9 am.
We would love to have you join us.

The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet Saturday, April 9, 2016 at 7:30 AM in Endter Hall.
All men of the church are invited to attend. Come and meet the other men. A great breakfast
is served by our own "church chefs". The guest speaker for the morning will be Matt Forth,
son of Mike Forth, who will speaking on Green Peace. Matt was unable to be with us in
March but will how join us this month. Matt is part of the program and will enlighten us on
matters concerning keeping the earth in good condition.

Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

ORC Book Circle
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety
of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to
join us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.
Up-coming selections include:
Apr. 22

Presumed Innocent, by Scott Turow (postponed from March)

May 27

Something Wicked This Way Comes, by Ray Bradbury

June 24

Single Handed, by Daniel Cohen

July 22

The Long Walk, by Slavomir Rawicz and Ronald Downing

March 2016
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?

GREETINGS FROM PRESCHOOL
March is always a very colorful month at Our Redeemer... because we celebrate the colors of
the rainbow by having all the students and the teachers wear a different color each day of
the month. It’s so fun to see a classroom full of various shades of the same color.
We started the month with our unit on Weather, some
of the students in the four year old class made kites and
parachutes and used the grass area to try them out. We then
transitioned into a unit on planting. The three year old class
planted green house gardens and it was exciting to watch the
seeds sprout and grow. We had School Picture Day on March
9th and 10th. Followed by our 6th Annual Hop-A-Thon
Fundraiser, which was a hopping good time. We are raising
funds to update the playground and outdoor equipment. St. Patrick’s Day was lots O’fun, as
some of the students created Leprechaun Traps and found Leprechaun gold on the playground.
On March 21st and 22nd a Free Vision Screening was provided by California Hawaii Elks Major
Project for all the students. The screening helps detects early childhood vision diseases/
abnormalities. We ended the month getting ready for Easter by making stained glass windows,
making bags for the Easter Egg Hunt and reading bible stories...with a little Easter Bunny fun
thrown in there too. Regular school will be closed during the week after Easter but our
daycare will be open and the children will be having fun with different arts and activities. We
will return to school on April 4th and we will start out our month by learning about farm
animals and the children will experience a petting zoo and take pony rides right here at school.
The second week of April is all about transportation and we will be taking our 22nd annual
train ride field trip to San Juan Capistrano to visit Zoomars. We’ll bring the month to a close
by having more Science fun with our unit on bugs and preparing our classrooms for our
Mother’s Day Tea.
Priority Registration for our Full Day Program and our Half Day Program for
Our Redeemer Church Members and returning Families for Summer and Fall began on March
11th and continues until classes are full. Classes will fill on a first come first serve basis when
open enrollment begins on April 11th.
If you have any questions regarding registration for Preschool, or any other matter
concerning the preschool, please give us a call. Again, thanks for all your support!
Come by and Say Hi,
Sue & Cherise

Sue
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“Doing nothing is sometimes doing something,” wrote Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh. “To meditate is not
to run away from life but to take the time to look deeply into ourselves or into a situation. Meditation is an
opportunity to take care of our body or mind. That is why it’s so important. We allow ourselves the time to calm our
thinking, to sit, to walk, to just breathe - not doing anything, just going back to ourselves and what is around us. We allow ourselves time to release the tension in our body and our mind. Then we can take time to look deeply into
ourselves and in the situation we are in.”
Do you remember last month’s Sowing Seeds? It was the Five Minute Practice of Presence. In it, you were walked
through a simple mindfulness practice or “meditation.”
Meditation doesn’t have to be hard; it can be very simple, but it takes intentionality to turn your mind away from the
busy-ness and agenda of your regular life to sit quietly and be present to your own body, your breathing and heartbeat,
the sound of birds outside, and the presence of God, which surrounds and supports with Love every moment of your existence.
Take out your copy or pull up on your PC last month’s newsletter and review the Five Minute Practice of Presence.
Make it something you do for the rest of Lent, perhaps. God be with you in your practice.

WomenÊs Circles
Circles are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship and sharing. We have four circles
listed. For more information, please contact a Circle Leader.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Grace
Monday, April 11th, 7 pm
*Susan Kent - Leader

* New Faith
Thursday, April 21st 7 pm
*Val Fleming- Leader

Sincerity
Monday, April 11th, 7 pm
*Yvonne Bischof, Michelle Timothy - Leader

New Joy
Tuesday, April 26nd, 7 pm
*Sue Hanson - Leader

April 5th at 7 pm - Water-Wise Plant Program.
Bring $2.00 for a make-n-take project. All women are welcome.

March 2016
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SHIP House NEWS
The other day I was asked by a friend about the place that I came from.
“What part of the country is it?” “What is it like?”
My answer was quick, as we had to begin our days…My “elevator” answer described the beauty of the Orange County beaches, the
perfect weather, the ocean views, the wetlands…but her questions lingered long after we said our good-byes.
Driving away I thought about the simplicity of my answer and how little my description did to convey the beauty found within the
community in which I come from and dwelled for 35 years. The more I drove, the more my thoughts painted a picture of the wealthy
town that we left.
I thought about the buildings, the parks, the restaurants, the people. Until finally I found myself thinking about the little house on
Magnolia Street next door to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. So much so that if I had to answer again, I would spend all of my time
telling her about the beauty of that place.
For it is in that little house on Magnolia Street that you can catch a glimpse of “earth as it is in heaven”. It is in that little house that
you can see strangers being neighbors. You can see love without assumptions. You can see friendships without pretenses. You can
see sacrifice bringing new life. And you can meet and see the richest members of our community.
I would tell her that if she does ever come and visit my home in Orange County, to go to that little house on a Tuesday night. For it
is here that she would be able to see it for herself. She would see a wealthy group of friends gathering together, in community,
despite their differences, enacting what it means to be children of “Our Father”. She would see a family pull up with a load of great
food for dinner to serve to guests that they were about to meet for the first time. A man whose acts go unnoticed by many would be
there to make sure that all of the guests were present and ready to spend quality time with their volunteer advisors. She would see a
woman quietly helping guests with their budget and “banking”, something that she has done each week for countless years. She
would see those who work and volunteer their time, those doing “thy will” of a different kingdom, arriving to spend their evening to
uplift and encourage guests who are tackling the hard work of restarting their lives. She would then see this group of friends, the
rich friends, sit down together at the big table to receive their “daily bread”. And if she was lucky, she would see these rich folks
encouraging each other and preparing for another big day in their brand new lives.
I would ask her to try not to stare at those who live in poverty in our county. Those whose impoverished state keep them from ever
seeing and participating in this beauty. Instead, I would ask her to please pray that they too could one day come to see and
experience the great riches of this little house.
“Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, a much greater poverty than
the person who has nothing to eat.” -Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

60th Anniversary News
Volunteers Needed
Easter is done, and while the church is busy making plans for summer, we are also
looking ahead to celebrating the church’s 60th anniversary in 2017. We would like to
start the events in the fall of 2016, leading up to the banquet in April 2017, and
continuing up to June. We have ideas for themed events, music concerts, family movie
and comedy nights, as well as local ministry opportunities, so we can return the Love
of God into our community.
John Prothero is heading the committee to plan, organize and host the events, and he
is seeking members of the congregation to help make it all happen. If you would be
interested in helping - even if it’s for a single event - please call him at 714.638.2345,
email him at orc60anniv@gmail.com, or just chat with him between services on
Sundays.
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HELP YOUR CHURCH with ONLINE GIVING
Have you established your online giving account yet? It’s easy to do,
and it will make your giving simpler. You can set it up from our
church website (www.orcgg.org, then click on “Online Giving” from
the navigation bar near the top). After accessing the online giving page, you first create a profile using your
email address and password on a customized webpage. Following pages will allow you to designate your giving to the “General Fund” and/or “Building Fund,” the frequency of giving, and how you want to give (credit
card or automatic withdrawal from your checking or savings account.) Our Redeemer recommends that you do
not use your credit card, as the church will get charged a percentage fee. Please use the automatic withdrawal
option. Thank you.
If you’d prefer a church staff member to enter all your information and set up your account online for you, ask
the office to give you a “Simply Giving” authorization form, and we’ll take care of it for you. And you can
call the church office to assist you with any part of the process - 714-539-9541. We want to assist you in any
way that we can.

We are holding Communion Assistant training on April 16th, 9:00 am to 9:30
am. Come see what it’s about!

Those of you who are interested in becoming a Lector, a training will be held
on April 16th, 9:30 am to 10:00 am. We are always looking for new faces!!

April 18, 2016
11 AM
Presentation on Fives Ways we can Reduce our Risk for Alzheimer’s.
Salad luncheon
The presentation will take approximately 1 hour the rest of the morning will include lunch and social interaction.
If you come later than 11 am, please leave the food in the fridge or plugged in.

March 2016
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April Worship Assistants

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange

for a substitute.

Council Persons of the Month
8:30 Nancy Schager 10:00 John Leeb
8:30 am Communion Assistants
4/3
Allen Bair
4/17
Allen Bair
4/10
4/24

Ushers
Don Woodhouse -Team 5
Gary Mathany, Dan Corth, Richard Jocham,
Will Glendening

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson, Sue & Gerry Hanson
Becky Vinson, Michelle Timothy

Altar Guild
Setup: Wendy Taylor
Clean Up:

Greeters
4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24

*
Sue & Gerry Hanson
*
Pat Gomes/Terry Dickman

4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24

Lectors
John Prothero
Dorothie Bair
Tina Ray
Lynn Badertscher

4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24

8:30 AM
*
*
*
*

Acolytes
10 AM
*
Ziedite Hayden
Andrew Garcia
*

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold, David
Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair
10:00 Joey Pyle

* Please contact the office if you would like to volunteer

April Birthdays
4/1
4/2
4/5

4/7
4/11
4/12
4/13
4/14
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/20
4/21
4/22

Drew Hull
Samantha Swett
Clayton Carson
Martha Klevos
George Hull
Chris Erickson
Araceli Garcia
Eileen Huffman
Marilyn Witt
Kayla Fuentes
Marie Kabarsky
Becky Vinson
Owen Jessen
Peggy Frostad
Marianne Green
Ardythe Wiegandt
Joseph Brozick
Leanne Moore
Patricia Robertson

4/23

4/26
4/29

Madalyn Spangler
Gus Sauter
Kellie Spaberg
Don Woodhouse
Rhonda Bye
Andrew Green
Howard Carlson
Derek Solberg

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.
Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com

Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org

April Anniversaries
4/6/69 Tom & Susan Kent
4/14/84 Gregg & Lisa Solberg
4/24/88 Paul & Jeanne Schremp

Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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From Pastor Brian
Beginning Sunday, April 3rd, we will offer an informal Worship Service on Sunday evenings at
5:00p.m. The service will include simple praise songs, spoken liturgy, reading of the lessons of the
day, and Holy Communion. The service will be conducted in the music room: unless we need to
move into the sanctuary for more room. If you can’t make Sunday morning, if you want Holy Communion, if you want a more intimate worship experience: try it out. Alan Bair will lead the service on
most Sundays.
Our Redeemer is in charge of providing counters for the election of Synod Council members at the
Assembly. The Assembly is meeting at the Marriot in Irvine and volunteers need to arrive by
8:30a.m. and be prepared to stay through the morning session. There will be opportunities to hear
Bible study leaders and our national Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be speaking. If you are willing to
volunteer, contact Pastor Brian.

Youth at ORC
A GIANT Thank you to all who attended this mornings Easter Breakfast! It was an honor to serve
our congregations. The money raised goes towards our summer ministries. Many thanks to
Thrivent for the Action Team Grant that went to purchase food for our breakfast!
#livegenerously
Sunday, April 3rd...Sunday Night Alive!!! All Jr High and High School Students are invited to attend youth. We begin with highs and lows, interactive bible study, games (got a great one for this
week), snacks and more!
Our focus is service this year...so far we have collected medication bottles for the Malawai Project, sold candy and bought water filters for families in Flint, MI, set up for the Young At Heart
luncheons each month. We will be writing letters to inmates attending the Kairos ministry and
much more. We will start preparing decorations for VBS and preparing lessons soon.
Our events for the year include a Big Bear camp weekend, lazer tag, bowling, Miniature golf tournament, and of course, Broomball!
Dates to remember...CAVE QUEST VBS-August 8th-12th...Jr High and Sr High Students play and
important part in the success of VBS...make sure you are available to volunteer!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop
Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787
2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780
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HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238
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www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

