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Redeemer Ref lections
A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:

MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, March 20
Worship 8:30, 10:00

Maundy Th ursday, March 24
Communion Worship 7 pm

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

G ood Friday, March 25th
Worship 12 noon
Tenebrae: Service of Darkness 7 pm

Easter Sunday

March 27

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.

Festival Worship 8:30
Festival Prayer & Praise Worship 10 am

EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services.
Child Care will be provided.

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.

Easter Breakfast 7:30 - 9:30 am
A free will offering will be accepted

Page 2

Redeemer Reflections

Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
One of the things that I have noticed over the years is that Christian service in the
community is one of the greatest unifiers in a congregation.
We can disagree on how much or little the government should help the poor, we
can disagree on issues of abortion, immigration, capital punishment, and deployment of
troops overseas. We can disagree on women’s rights, sexual orientation, and the style of
worship we prefer. In fact, Our Redeemer is a very diverse congregation with people holding quite different
views on a variety of social and political issues.
Where there is no disagreement is God’s concern for all people, and God’s call for us to love our
neighbor through acts of care and compassion. The minute this congregation no longer seeks to be an agent
of God’s love and compassion in our community is the time I will no longer be your pastor. How exciting it is
to be a part of a congregation that serves our community through: the Lord’s Pantry, Real Help, SHIP, our
preschool, Living Pictures, Compassion International, and behind the scenes aid to numerous people in
numerous ways.
One of the concerns that has recently been raised is over our SHIP program. Jim Huffman, who has
been coordinating the program for years will be resigning his position in the coming year. For the program to
continue, we will need to find new people to replace him. Currently Jim meets with American Family Housing
each month to review finances and policies, he meets each month with volunteers who are assigned to
mentor the people in the program to help them secure employment and teach them skills in financial and
personal management, he coordinates what churches will host and support the program throughout the year,
he does the upkeep on the property and coordinates needed repairs, he interviews prospective participants in
the program and when problems arise in the house, he is there to resolve the conflicts. Few people know
how demanding his work has been. Perhaps there are several people who might be interested in SHIP who
could take over different aspects of the program. In the weeks ahead, Jim will be working on a job
description and possibly dividing his current responsibilities among several people. This program changes
people’s lives, and we want to raise up new volunteers to ensure this valuable ministry continues. If you
might have an interest in working with the program contact me or Jim Huffman for ways we can incorporate
you into the ministry.
Another important outreach to our community is Living Pictures. This is a great opportunity for all of
our members to invite friends and neighbors to enjoy great art and music, and be inspired by the gospel
message. Flyers will be available in the church bulletins for the next several weeks. Share them with a
co-worker, neighbor or friend. It is another simple, but important way that we serve our local community.
Performances are Saturday March 12 at 1p.m. and 4p.m. and Sunday March 13 at 3p.m. and 6p.m.
Along with Christian service, our unity is in our faith in Jesus Christ. Once again, we hold a variety of
views on how liberal or conservative to interpret the Bible, but at the heart of the bible for us all is Jesus.
Jesus has come into this world so that we might have life and have it abundantly. Through his love for us
NOW, his forgiveness for us NOW, for his command that we all love our neighbor NOW, and for his promise
of ETERNAL LIFE, we all find our purpose in this life and our hope for the life to come.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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“Lenten Surrender”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
A friend who’s a United Church of Christ pastor, when she heard of the cervical spine
surgery I had recently undergone, sent me a book, The Stature of Waiting by W.H. Vanstone.
She knew that I would have difficulty waiting out the long recovery period required for such a
surgery. I’ve known her well for over ten years now, and she really put her finger on me with
this book. I’ve picked it up now, at the beginning of Lent, and will study it for these six weeks
until Easter, using it as part of my Lenten disciplines for this year.
Busy-ness is the plague of modern life - but we seem to like it that way. In the twenty-first century, we take
pride in our busy calendars and value what we do more than who we are. So when we’re forced to slow down - by
illness, or surgery (in my case), or retirement - our security is threatened. We just don’t like waiting (do we?), and
being passive doesn’t feel like a virtue. Rather, it feels like we’re falling behind or not measuring up somehow. Let
me illustrate this for you with a real-life example.
In January, just before my surgery on the 13th, it was my turn to host our circle (Grace), and everyone
gathered in my home for our bible study. I had picked something from the small group resources available at the
WELCA website; it was a random selection, truly, but it turned out to be right on the mark for me as an individual.
During the several discussions during the study, I found the Lord turning me more and more inward toward the
fears that had accumulated over the weeks as I worried about the upcoming surgery, the outcome and recovery
time required, and my quality of life afterwards. It was as if God had put His finger on me, just as my pastor friend
did with the book she mailed me, and I was encouraged to look at my unspoken fears and then share them aloud
with the beloved women of my circle. What was one of my biggest fears, you ask? That of appearing small.
Being in church leadership has placed me in the position of always being the one who cares for others; the
one who is strong and copes well in times of stress; the one who relies only on God. Realizing that I would need
others to care for me after the surgery made me feel small, and I am unaccustomed to that adjective being used in
connection with me. But God invited me to face my forthcoming smallness, and the time to start facing it was that
night surrounded by my circle. I felt like I was cracking open an egg from some exotic bird: I had no idea what
would fledge from it once I opened it, and that itself was unnerving. I don’t know about your circle, but Grace
Circle is a safe place to share with other women, and they were gracious with me as I hesitantly spoke of my fear
about being small or less-than after the spine surgery. They helped me see that allowing others to care for me postsurgery would be a gift to those who extended the helping hand; that my smallness would allow others to be large.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta had a phrase attributed to her many years before her death, “Not all of us can do
great things. But we can do small things with great love.” Perhaps part of my Lenten discipline this year is to
surrender to the smallness that I am currently living, find little things to do for others, and do them with great love.
That will be enough, I think.
Thank you, God, for your continued guidance and for Grace Circle, too.
Surrendered in love,

Lynne

Vanstone, W.H. The Stature of Waiting, Morehouse Publishing, 2006.
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CARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRY

The Care and Kindness visita/on team will be mee/ng on Wed., March 16 in the council
room. Besides talking about those whom we are currently visi/ng, we’ll also be praying
for those who are on the Our Redeemer prayer list. All are welcome! If you’d like to
know more about this ministry, call the oﬃce or email Lynne Prechel at
lynne@fanfaremusic.net.
THANK YOU to EVERYONE from LYNNE

I am so grateful to everyone for the “card shower” that has been continuously raining down
upon the Prechel household. There have been phone calls and cards galore that let me know I
am missed by my beloved community at Our Redeemer, and for that I am very thankful. The
recovery from the cervical spine surgery is longer than Greg and I anticipated, plus I have to
wear a rigid neck brace for three months, but my heart is with all of you and wishing I could
be there. Don’t hesitate to give me a call at home (714) 966-0124 or email me
(lynne@fanfaremusic.net) if you just want to say “Hi.” With affection for you, Lynne

Sunday School Teacher Needed
We are in need of one Sunday school teacher for our youngest children. There are usually about 3-7
children in the class. The volunteer position is one Sunday a month, and the curriculum is very easy
and fun to use. We are happy to assist you in getting started. Please give this gift of your time and
love. Interested? Call the office: 714-539-9541. Thank you!
The Men's Breakfast Fellowship will meet March 5, 2016 at 7:30 AM in Endter Hall. Please
note the date change as the normal 2nd Saturday will be taken up with
Living Pictures.
All men of the church are invited to attend. Come and meet the other men. A great
breakfast is served by our own "church chefs". The guest speaker for the morning will be
Matt Forth, son of Mike Forth, who will speaking on Green Peace. Matt is part of the
program and will enlighten us on matters concerning keeping the earth in good condition.

Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

ORC Book Circle
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety
of literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction. All avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to
join us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more information.
Up-coming selections include:
Mar. 25

No Meeting due to Holy Week

Apr. 22

Presumed Innocent, by Scott Turow (postponed from March)

May 27

Something Wicked This Way Comes, by Ray Bradbury

June 24

Single Handed, by Daniel Cohen

July 22

The Long Walk, by Slavomir Rawicz and Ronald Downing

March 2016
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
February was Fascina'ng and Fun! It included Lunar New Year Celebra/ons, Valen/ne
Par/es, holiday fun, Parent Teacher Conferences, Teddy Bear Days, Special Story Days, and
aSer all that a unit on dental hygiene and a trip to the den/st… all in all a fabulous /me was
had by all ~ During the ﬁrst week, all classes learned about Love… for friends, family and of
course Jesus. Then it was on to making and mailing valen/nes and having fun at their
valen/ne par/es, they all exchanged cards and lots of candy… (hope they remembered to brush). ASer the
President’s Day Holidays, we had a fun /me with Teddy Bear Day then it was /me for Parent Teacher Confer‐
ences… It is great to have that one‐on‐one /me with the parents to talk about their wonderful children. Then
beginning on the 22nd the children began their unit on the Den/st with lots of hands on prac/ce and a trip
to see Dr. John in Hun/ngton Beach. Also want to thank those of you who supported our See’s Valen/ne
Candy Sale… Such a yummy way to share the love we made almost $700 and Thrivent will be ma/ng it !
March will be another marvelous month at preschool. We will begin learning about the weather, hopefully
we will have a chance to experience more:) School Pictures will also be taken. We will be doing some spring
plan/ng, exploring colors, and of course gebng ready for Easter!
Come by and say hi,
Sue
PS. Please Share: Our Redeemer Preschool is for everyone… We have a wonderful full day program as well as
a great half day. Priority Registra/on for Summer and/or Fall Preschool will begin on March 22nd for
Our Redeemer Church Members and Preschool families. If you have any ques/ons I would love to have the
opportunity to talk with you. We have also opened a new class for 2 1/2 year olds… so don’t be shy :)

Please join us!
Red Hat Work Day
Monday, February 1st, 9 am
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FIVE MINUTE PRACTICE OF PRESENCE
Go to a place where you can be calm and quiet for 5 or more minutes. It could be outdoors, in your home, or in a
bathroom. Wherever you are can be a place of God’s presence.
Make It Simple - Today you don’t need candles, music, or a prayer shawl. No fountain, cross, special chair or prayer
beads. Just you and however you can show up, right now. The cosmos are big enough for all your joy, and all your
sorrow. Just commit and show up.
Breathe - Notice the texture and temperature of the air you inhale. Breathe enough oxygen to feel movement in your
body. Expand your chest and belly.
Exhale and Let Go - Let go of everything that does not serve you or God. Let go of your to-do list, your monkey mind.
The universe knows what to do with all our request to let go. We don’t have to do anything except let go.
Breathe In, Breathe Out, Breathe In, Breathe Out - Allow each exhale to deepen, make every exhale deliberate. Say hello
to feeling energy move and shift in your body as your cells oxygenate. Notice how you breathe.
Awaken Your Senses - Be present to yourself and your surroundings. Notice what attracts your attention - birdsong, wind
in the trees, sunlight through a window - and stay with that. Just notice it fully. While being present to what you notice
with your awakened senses, simultaneously turn your attention to your breathing. Continue this awakened noticing for as
long as you desire. (What do you notice?)
Draw in The Deepest Breath of Your Day - Perhaps the deepest breath of your life. Breathe gratitude. As you exhale, let
go, and say hello to the present moment. Allow the peace of God to descend upon your shoulders.
Begin and end your day with this practice of presence. Whenever you experience stress, worry, or a desire to be present
more completely to a person, place, idea, or God, take a five minute break. (You know what to do.) God bless you.
(From the Field Guide of Spiritual Directors Int’l publication Listen, Volume 10, Issue 1)

WomenÊs Circles
Circles are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship and sharing. We have four circles
listed. For more information, please contact a Circle Leader.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Grace
Monday, March 14th, 7 pm
*Susan Kent - Leader

Sincerity
Monday, March 14th, 7 pm
*Yvonne Bischof, Michelle Timothy - Leader

* New Faith
Thursday, March 17th, 7 pm
*Val Fleming- Leader

New Joy
Tuesday, March 22nd, 7 pm
*Sue Hanson - Leader

- March 1st - Board Meeting at 7pm
- April 5th at 7 pm - Water-Wise Plant Program. Bring $2.00 for a make-n-take project. All women are welcome.

March 2016
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Thrivent’s new moto is to “Live Generously” and there are two ways
with Thrivent’s help that you can accomplish that goal!

1. Thrivent Choice Dollars
a. It’s not too late to designate your 2015 dollars to the Charity/Church/Preschool/College of your
choice. You have until March 31st to accomplish this!!
b. You may also designate your 2016 dollars now to the designated Institution of your choice. So
many decisions!
2.Thrivent Action Teams
a. A group of individuals (at least 1 Thrivent Member) coming together for a good cause & Thrivent wants
to help out
b. Each member can apply 2 times per calendar year for this cause or other causes
c. Must be applied for at least 21 days prior to the project date
d. Up to 2 people can apply for the same cause
e. You will receive $250 Debit Card to be used as you stated in your simple application
f. You must complete a very small and simple survey at the end… very easy.
One Example: Members can get money to help offset costs for Living Pictures… to purchase Make-up, or Material for
costumes, or small props, or paint for scenery, or cookies for refreshments… just about anything to make your volunteer
work easier. You can even combine items if you don’t think you will need all $250 for just one item.
Thrivent Action Team Money cannot be used to purchase a service or for things that would be assets like machinery or
property.
If you have any questions on how you can help and do this, you can contact Sue Creager in the Preschool and she will
be happy to answer most of your questions and perhaps help walk you through doing your first project.

Remember we want to Live Generously!!

60th Anniversary Planning
If you go into the narthex and wander over to the corner, you’ll see a framed
document hanging on the wall that backs up the parking lot. That document is our
charter. Back in 1957, the individuals who signed that document wanted to create a
new Lutheran congregation in central Garden Grove. The congregation has
continued to thrive with Christ-centered, strong, pragmatic and forward-thinking
leadership. It’s very likely that those individuals whose names adorn that charter
would be pleased at how Our Redeemer has turned out.
2017 marks the 60th anniversary of Our Redeemer, and that calls for a big celebration. There will be a
banquet to mark the actual anniversary date and events that highlight the ministries here in this
congregation, as well as in the community. The goal is to have musical events, family events, and social
events with a focus on ministry projects in our area. All of these events will span the months leading up
to and after the banquet.
John Prothero is heading the committee to plan, organize, and host the events and is seeking members
of the congregation to help make it all happen. If you would be interested in helping - even if it’s for a
single event - please call him at 714.638.2345, email him at orc60anniv@gmail.com, or just chat with
him between services on Sundays.
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT ORC…..

To: The 35th Annual production of:
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Endter Hall

Dates/Times:

Saturday, March 12th, 2016
Times: 1pm & 4pm
Sunday, March 13th, 2016
Times: 3 & 6 pm

Cost: Free/Open to the public
(Free-will offering available)

Wear green for the Irish and celebrate Easter!
Easter

Entertainment: Darrell Tuntland and his Barbershop Quartet

March 21st, 2016
11 AM
- Bring an Easter dish of your choice or salad.
- Card Bingo will be played, bring a prize bagged or wrapped (should be Easter appropriate.)
In search of a card caller! It’s not a job; it’s fun!
- Don’t forget to bring an item for our Lord’s Pantry. We are so fortunate that we may help those in need.
A special “Thank You” to those who bring a senior to our meetings who couldn’t otherwise attend. “God Bless
You!” Another shout out to the wonderful people who make our luncheons possible. Those who come early to
setup and who stay to clean are so greatly appreciated. As well as all those who serve, bring dishes and
participate in our events. Thank You! Thank you! Thank you!
Call Erna with any questions 714-775-4162

March 2016
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March Worship Assistants

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange

for a substitute.

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Council Persons of the Month
8:30 John Prothero 10:00 Jared Kennison
Ushers
Don Woodhouse -Team 3
Gus Sauter/Gerald Hellickson/
Larry & Anita Griswold

8:30 am Communion Assistants
3/6
Cathy Seabourne, Allen Bair
3/20
Allen Bair
3/13
3/27

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson
Becky Vinson, Michelle Timothy

3/6
3/13
3/20
3/27

Greeters
Cathy Seabourne
*
*
Pat Gomes/Terry Dickman

3/6
3/13
3/20
3/27

Lectors
Carol Tuntland
John Prothero
Tina Ray
Chris Erickson

Sunday
Reflections deadline is

Altar Guild
Setup: Connie/Gary Mathany
Clean Up: Val Fleming/Marilyn Witt

3/6
3/13
3/20
3/27

8:30 AM
*
*
*
*

9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.

Acolytes
10 AM
Zia Hayden
*
Andrew Garcia
Andrew Garcia

Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold, David
Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair
10:00 Travis Ruud

March Birthdays

3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
13

Carol Corth
Greg Prechel
James Mendoza
Joey Pyle
Kristen Solberg
Kristin Fitzharris
Cody Hauber
Tyler Hauber
Timmy Forth
Tiffany Darling
Betty Evans
Cathy Seabourne
Evelyn Howie
Megan Swett
Samuel Huffman
Paul Nosek
Jared Venard
Dorothy Aanestad
Emily Leeb

Jennifer Leeb
Mary Kingswold
Kenny Insouvanh
Gladys Ryen
Megan Wray
Robert Smith
Ann Badertscher
Susan Nemitz
Karen Smith
Matthew Wood
John Glessner
Andrew Garcia
Darrell Tuntland
Gregg Solberg
William Davey
Cathy Cisneros

March Anniversaries
3/12/94 Larry & Sandra Collier
3/18/72 Gerry & Sue Hanson
3/30/12 Donald & Christine Frank

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com

* Please contact the office if you would like to volunteer

1
2

Articles may be edited
for content and space.

15

Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net

17
18
19
20
21
22

Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org

24
25

Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff

26
28
31

Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner

Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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From Pastor Brian
Beginning Sunday, April 3rd, we will offer an informal Worship Service on Sunday evenings at
5:00p.m. The service will include simple praise songs, spoken liturgy, reading of the lessons of the
day, and Holy Communion. The service will be conducted in the music room: unless we need to
move into the sanctuary for more room. If you can’t make Sunday morning, if you want Holy Communion, if you want a more intimate worship experience: try it out. Alan Bair will lead the service on
most Sundays.

Our Redeemer is in charge of providing counters for the election of Synod Council members at the
Assembly. The Assembly is meeting at the Marriot in Irvine and volunteers need to arrive by
8:30a.m. and be prepared to stay through the morning session. There will be opportunities to hear
Bible study leaders and our national Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be speaking. If you are willing to
volunteer, contact Pastor Brian.

Youth at ORC
Sat., March 5th-Lunch and a play. We will be meeting for lunch then attending Jeremiah and Joshua's play
at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa "X-marks the spot". Bring money for lunch. We will meet at noon and be home
at 4:30 pm.
Sunday, March 6th-Living Picture Fundraising Dinner...we will have pizza, salad and lemonade to serve to
the cast during intermission of Dress Rehearsal. Bring a homemade dessert to serve. This is for all young
adults and youth. Contact Patty for meeting time.
Saturday, March 12th and Sunday, March 13th...Living Pictures! Invite your friends and neighbors for this
amazing presentation. We will not be having youth on Sunday, March 13th.
Sunday, March 20th-Sunday Night Alive...we will be preparing for the Easter Breakfast, Holy Week bible
study and games! 6:30-8:30 pm.
Saturday, March 26th-Easter Breakfast Setup-9:30 am-there will be donuts! Come help set up for our annual fundraiser. Parents, grandparents and friends are needed to help setup. We will also be prepping the
food for the morning. Food Signups will happen on March 20th.
Sunday, March 27th-Easter Breakfast! Our chance to dress up and serve our church family! Be at church
at 7:00 am. Breakfast will run till 9:30 so you will be able to attend worship at 10:00 am.
Wow! Thank you to our amazing church family. We raised $423 for water filters for families in Flint,
Michigan. Thanks to your generosity and love several families will have clean water to drink during this
crisis.

SPONSORS

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

