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A publication of Our Redeemer Church, Garden Grove, California

Our Mission Statement: To spread the Good News to all through joyful worship and service, so that
others may believe and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Our Redeemer Lives!

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, ELCA
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, Calif. 92841
Phone: (714) 539-9541
FAX: (714) 539-7672
Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email:
office@orcgg.org
www.orcgg.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am
Nursery Care is provided

OFFICE HOURS:
MonMon-Thur: 8:30 amam-2:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Connect
with us!
WEBSITE:
www.orcgg.org
“Like” us on
FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/OurRedeemerLC

Stay updated with the latest info and
photos.
EMAIL:
office@orcgg.org

Sign up to receive updates and the
monthly newsletter by email.
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Redeemer Reflections

Reflections from the Pastor
by Pastor Brian Taylor
Dear Friends:
Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent comes early this year on Wednesday
February 10. Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. The tradition is to burn the palm
branches from the previous Palm Sunday to make the ashes for Ash Wednesday. Anointing
oil is added to the ashes. The words, “Dust you are, and to dust you shall return” are spoken
to each person as they receive the ashes upon their forehead. The words were originally
spoken to Adam after he had sinned and was being cast out of the Garden of Eden. It is a stark reminder of
each person’s mortality and their need for faith and forgiveness from God.
Lent is that time of year we focus on the suffering and death of Jesus. During the 40 days of Lent, I challenge
you to ask yourself one basic question at the end of each day: what sacrifice did I make to God today in
response to his sacrifice on the cross?
Perhaps you offered a sacrifice of praise, thanking God for your salvation. Perhaps you offered up a
prayer on behalf of a person in need. Perhaps you invited a friend to worship or gave a witness of your faith.
Perhaps you fasted, prayed, read Scripture or spent time in spiritual formation. Perhaps you made a financial
sacrifice to support a special mission project or help a person in need. Perhaps you visited a shut-in or invited
someone out to lunch or dinner. Perhaps you take time to read an inspirational book or have family devotions.
Perhaps you will attend mid-week Lenten services or prepare soup for our soup suppers during Lent.
For 40 days every Lenten season, we are encouraged to make sacrifices in response to the sacrifice of
Jesus upon the cross for us. I encourage you to focus upon spiritual sacrifice this season of Lent. I will again
give up coffee and caffeine for lent. I am also going to give up all internet and computer games, and commit
myself to making daily entries into a spiritual/prayer journal.

Hopefully, sharing this publically will help

keep me accountable and help me follow through.
The key to any Lenten discipline is to stay focused on the sacrifice of Jesus. We do not boast of what
we are doing, what we are doing is in response to the incredible love of God for us. Every sacrifice we make
should point us back to the greater sacrifice of Christ.
During lent we also have mid-week Lenten services. This year our Lenten services will features a 5
part drama series entitle “Crossroads: where the cross intersects the paths of our lives.” Worship will be in the
sanctuary, we will have traditional hymns and liturgy, the dramas will serve as the sermon for the evening.
The cross is the focal point of each drama.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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“The Seasons of Advent and Christmas”
by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry
When you read this column, I will already be on the road to recovery, but as I type
this to you tonight, it is January 12th and the eve of a multi-level cervical spine
decompression and fusion surgery that the doctor said was necessary for me to undergo.
Am I afraid? Quite honestly, yes. I am afraid of the unknown future and possibly drastic
changes that might make my life different from what it is right now. True, I’m scared and
ready to admit it. But if you were to ask me if I usually welcome change, I would
enthusiastically answer “yes!” because I like new beginnings, learning to see and perceive differently, and
exploring a variety of ways to encounter the incredible world that God gave us within which to live and move
and have our being. But tonight, I am afraid of the unknown that awaits me tomorrow. By the way, I’d love to
have your prayers as I recover, which I’ll still be doing when you read this.
Have you ever felt this way? Knowing you had to take a step forward but reluctant to do so? Maybe it
was making a decision that affected you and your family in a big way, like moving out of state, taking a new
direction in your career, filing for divorce, deciding to start a family (or not). Perhaps it had to do with taking
a beloved parent off of life support or deciding whether or not they should undergo chemotherapy at an
advanced age. Fearful and life-changing decisions; a step into darkness and the unknown.
What helped you get through the tough time? Family, friends, church community, your pastor? Maybe
doctors and nurses, hospice workers, social workers, and staff at your local hospital? All of these, sure; and I
recognize that you know what I’m about to say here: for folks such as we - disciples of Jesus Christ - God is
the One who gets us through all of the hard decisions and events of our lives. The God who gave us life and
limb, who sustains us with every breath we take, holding all of creation in existence by his very love - this is
the One who is responsible for assisting us at every crossroads we encounter in the journey of our lives from
birth to death. It is God who is holding me up and and propelling me forward into this surgery tomorrow, and
it’s God who is assuring me that all shall be well, no matter what the outcome is. This is the only reason I can
let go and let God take hold of the steering wheel tonight, because God’s in charge, even when I think I am
and pretend everything’s up to me; God is still guiding me, loving me.
New beginnings. Here I go: another step out into the darkness and the unknown, but you know what?
I’m okay with this fearful situation now because I’m remembering that God is driving my life and his
headlights shine so brightly that there’s no way I can lose my bearings. Let go and let God. Hey, what would
happen if I did this every single day of my life? I think I’ll try it.
Want to come along?
With love and appreciation,

L yn n e
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CARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRY
Care and Kindness will be meeting on Wed., Feb. 17 at 9:30 a.m. in the
conference room. Join us for prayer, reflection, and sharing about those
to whom we show the love of Christ.
If you cannot visit anyone and would like to send cards to those on our
list, please join us and become a part of this caring, loving team. All are
welcome! Talk to Lynne or Pastor Brian about joining (714) 539-9541.
.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AIDES NEEDED FOR YOUNGEST CLASS
We still need a volunteer to be a teacher’s aide in a Sunday school class once a month. Please say
“yes” to the children in our youngest class and join us as we show them the love of Jesus. This is a
fun way to serve! Call the office to volunteer. (714) 539-9541

Sunday School Teacher Needed
Thank you to Megan Wray who is coming on as a new Sunday School teacher this
year. We are still looking for one more teacher for our youngest age group,
preschool through first grade. This is a very fun age to guide and encourage; they
soak up the love of Jesus so readily, and it’s so rewarding for both the children and
YOU, too. We’ll provide training, mentoring and easy to use materials. You provide
your faith and love. Call the office 714-539-9541.

HERE COMES THE WINTER WEATHER! TIME FOR HOT SOUP!
Social Ministry wants you to know that there is plenty of delicious,
nutritious homemade soup waiting for you if you’re sick, lonely, or just in
need of a yummy “bowl of comfort.” Our kitchen freezer has a variety of
soups so please ask for some to be delivered to you. Bob Wallace is our
official “Soup Courier,” and he awaits your phone call asking for soup.
Call him at (714) 260-8684. Don’t be shy, friends: eat up that soup!

As your Congregational Representative, I’d like to remind you to
delegate your Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2015 before the end of
March. Please let me know if I can be of any help… And if you aren’t
sure who to delegate it to, I can give you guidance :)
Sue Creager

February 2016
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What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?
January was winter and wonderful!! We came back to school on the 4th and
jumped right into winter. Temperatures dropped during
from
Preschool
our first week back and though it snowed in surrounding
areas we weren’t quite as lucky and it never made it
here... but we did get lots of rain and with a little help
from Thrivent, we had some snow delivered on the 15th and we played
for the day… it was a perfect day to play in the snow. The children
brought their mittens and had a blast making snowmen, snow-angels and
had wonderful snowball fights. It was great fun for all (with the added
bonus of above freezing temperatures). Also during January, we
Do you want to build a
learned about some of God’s interesting creatures. We made bird
snowman?
feeders to help out the birds and we learned about Penguins and Polar
Bears –- just to name a few. January also brought us Teddy Bear Day and our wonderful unit
on Police. We had a special visitor from Garden Grove PD who showed our kids some of the
cool tools Police Officers use and talked to them about strangers and how to be safe. We enjoyed a fun unit on Math for the older ones, and some special fine-motor activities and games
for the little ones. We ended the month with PaJama Day where we wear PJ’s to school… fix
breakfast and learn about sleep, dreams and nightmares.
February will be another fun filled month at preschool. The children will make special
valentines and play post office (doesn’t that sound like fun?) as well as exchange valentines
with their friends at their Valentine Party. We will also be learning about Lunar New Year, The
Year of the Monkey with some special treats and traditions. We will begin our unit on Dental
Health towards the end of the month with a field trip to visit our favorite children’s dentist,
Dr. John. Also, during the month we are scheduling Parent Teacher Conferences.
On another note, I would like to thank those that came and participated in our Bunco
Blast fundraiser on January 22nd. The night was filled with much fun and laughter and some
great prizes too. The Preschool will be doing another fundraising event that you might want to
take part in. On Sunday, January 31st we will be selling See’s Candy in the courtyard between
church services. Please feel free to stop by and buy some candy for yourself or even someone
special for the upcoming holiday. The candy will be delivered by February 5th… plenty of time
before Valentine’s Day. Thank you again for your continued support throughout all of our
events and fundraisers.
Come by and say hi,
Sue
Greetings
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When:
Feb. 13th
7:30 AM
Endter Hall
Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.

ORC Book Circle
Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at
7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety of
literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction. All
avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join
us. Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more
information. Up-coming selections include:
Feb. 26

Ward No. 6, by Anton Chekhov

Mar.25

Presumed Innocent, by Scott Turow

Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays, 12 pm
in Endter Hall
Led by Pastor Brian
Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
in Choir Room
Men’s
Thursdays, 6 am
in Endter Hall
Led by Lynn Badertscher

February 2016
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Youth at ORC
Super Bowl Sunday...No Youth...youth workers are at the ELCA Extravaganza Network
convention.
Sunday, February 14th...Valentines Day and our subject is love!!! Join us from 6:30-8:30 pm
as we learn about how much God loves us and cares for us through art and study!
Sunday, February 21st...Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm...Bible Study, Fellowship,
Highs/Lows, games and more!
Sunday, February 28th...Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm...Bible Study, Fellowship,
Highs/Lows, games and more!

WomenÊs Circles
Circles are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship and sharing. We
have four circles listed. For more information, please contact a Circle Leader.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Grace

* New Faith

Monday, February 8th, 7 pm
*Susan Kent - Leader

Thursday, February 18th, 7 pm
*Val Fleming- Leader

Sincerity

New Joy

Monday, February 8th, 7 pm
*Yvonne Bischof, Michelle Timothy - Leader

Tuesday, February 23rd, 7 pm
*Sue Hanson - Leader

* Cookie Sunday is Sunday February 28th (New Faith Circle)

Please join us!
Red Hat Work Day
Monday, February 1st, 9 am
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT ORC…..

To: The 35th Annual production of:
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Endter Hall

Dates/Times:
Saturday, March 12th, 2016
Times: 1pm & 4pm
Sunday, March 13th, 2016
Times: 3 & 6 pm

Cost: Free/Open to the public
(Free-will offering available)

We are looking for cast members and volunteers ~ please contact
the office at (714)539-9541 if you have a talent and/or would like
to be involved in this opportunity.
February 1, 2016
7:00 pm
Informational Meeting
Those who would like to join but have
burning questions about the Lutheran
Faith may come to get those questions
answered. Please come and bring a
friend. This is a great opportunity
to join in fellowship.

February 2016
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February Worship Assistants
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange
Council Persons of the Month
8:30 10:00
2/7
2/21

Ushers
Don Woodhouse -Team 3
Gus Sauter/Gerald Hellickson/
Larry & Anita Griswold

8:30 am Communion Assistants
Lori Martin/Allen Bair
Carol Tuntland/Sue Hanson/
Allen Bair

2/14
2/28

Sue Hanson
Pat Gomes/Terry Dickman

2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

Lectors
Chris Erickson
Walt Ridley
Tina Ray
Anita Griswold

Acolytes
10 AM
Zia Hayden
Jack Raynor
Colin Prothero Trevon Thomas
Trevon Thomas

8:30 AM
2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

Greeters

3
4
7
11
13
14
15

Soundboard/AV
8:30 Terrence Young, Larry Griswold, David
Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair
10:00 Travis Ruud

Norman Wray
Irene Davis
Nicole Roznos
Elise Huffman
Kody Spaberg
Cindy Mendonca
Jared Kennison
Dana Hayden
Tom Roedl
Ted Teaford
Jim Huffman
Edmund Channita
Ken Lund
Christine Frank

16
20
21
26
27
28)

Emmett Ramirez
Patty Kessler
Anita Griswold
Randall Stanfill
John Erickson
James Vinson
Adonna Bustamante
Brian Emmons
Gladys Bale
Billy VanSickle
Whitney Rupp
John Prothero
Ingrid Nosek (Ostrem)

February Anniversaries
2/5/68

Sunday
Reflections deadline is
9 am Wednesday
morning for the
following Sunday’s
bulletin.
Please email your
submissions to
Charlene Cable at
office@orcgg.org.
Articles may be edited
for content and space.

February Birthdays
1
2

Reflections is a
publication of Our
Redeemer Church.
Deadline for
submissions is noon
on the 15th of each
month.

Altar Guild

10 am Communion Assistants
Becky Vinson
Becky Vinson/Michelle Timothy

2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

for a substitute.

Tim & Paula English

2/5/05

Ron & Cathleen Stearns

OUR REDEEMER STAFF
Senior Pastor
Brian S. Taylor
RevBST@aol.com
Associate in Ministry
Lynne Prechel
lynne@fanfaremusic.net
Church Administrator
Charlene Cable
office@orcgg.org
Director of Music
Ann Badertscher
Organist
John Glessner
Bookkeeper
Kim Radcliff
Youth Director
Patty Erickson
Thepattywagon15@aol.com
Preschool Director
Sue Creager
Preschool@ourredeemer
gardengrove.org
Facilities Manager
Jim Huffman
Sunday Attendant
Howard Carlson
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Valentine Hoedown
(Mel Branham to call)
Put on your dancing shoes!
February 15, 2016
11 AM
Square Dancing and Luncheon
Wear Red and Comfortable Clothing
Join us for Western Music and Square Dancing!
We encourage you to bring a friend who likes to dance!
We will have pizza, so please bring one of your delicious salads to add or
bring a topping for our sundae dessert!
Call Erna with any questions 714-775-4162
A special “Thank You” to the wonderful people who make our luncheons
possible. Those who come early to setup and who stay to clean are so
greatly appreciated. As well as all those who serve, bring dishes and
participate in our events. Thank You! Thank you! Thank you!

Dinners for Eight
The next round of Dinners for Eight will be starting up again for the months of February, March, April and May for
fellowship and food. We hope that people have enjoyed the initial Dinners for Eight and invite
others to join the fun. If there are any questions, please contact Lori Martin or Carol Tuntland. Groups can expect
more information regarding their group by the week of February 14-21.

OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove
Nursery and
Flower Shop

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787

Susan Kent

Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com

Independent Sales Representative

714.454.8545

2715 West Broadway Ave.
Anaheim

www.youravon.com/susankent

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim
General Manager

12241 Magnolia St.
714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780
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Next to Jack in The Box

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air

"God's strength will HELP us"

Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

OUR REDEEMER / 167

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

“Redeemer Reflections” is published monthly by
Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, California 92841

Our Redeemer Church
12301 Magnolia Street
Garden Grove, CA 92841
Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672
Web: www.orcgg.org
Email: office@orcgg.org
Have your monthly Redeemer
Reflections e-mailed to you.
Send an email to
office@orcgg.org with the subject
“E-mail Reflections” and include your
name in the body.
Contact the Church when:
⇒ You have a joy to share
⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital
⇒ You want communion brought to your

home
⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list
⇒ Your address, phone number or email

address changes

Preschool: (714) 539-6643
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Closed on Friday
Worship Schedule:
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir
10 am Prayer & Praise Worship
Sunday School: 10:15 am
Adult Education: 10 am

Nursery Care is provided

