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Dear Friends: 
 

 Happy New Year!  I hope the past year was a good one for you and your 
family.  My Christmas letter began with, “Not much has changed in the Taylor 
family.”  That was good news!  As we get older in life, so often the changes that 
are thrust upon us are not good ones. 
 For the congregation, this past year was a good year.  We ended the year 

with a positive cash flow for the 5th year in a row.  Members have been faithful and generous in 
their support of the ministry at Our Redeemer.  We have a history of stepping up with special giving, 
and we did that again this year when we raised enough money to purchase a new organ.  What an 
incredible instrument of worship our new organ is.  We are all enjoying the bright, clear sounds that 
lead us in worship. 
 This year has also seen an increase of 4-5 people in average weekly attendance in church.  
We are averaging just under 200 people in worship each Sunday. We welcomed 21 new members 
this year (7 were newly baptized), and 9 members died in the past year. 
 A new addition to our ministry this past year has been “Dinners for 8.”  We have several 
groups meeting for fellowship and fun together.  My own group has already met 3 times, and we 
have had a great time getting to know one another.  If you missed out on the first round, there will 
be sign ups again in January for the next quarter. 
 The year ahead will see some significant changes in the ministry here.  Sue Creager will be 
retiring as our Preschool director.  We currently have a qualified candidate who is working on staff 
and who could potentially could fill the position.  There is a recommendation from church council for 
Lynne Prechel’s call to be extended through August 2016 and then for the congregation to pursue 
an intern to work at the congregation.  That will mean significant change in staffing. 
 This coming year we are considering major work on the church parking lots, we are 
continuing to look at the feasibility of solar panels to reduce energy costs, and we are in 
conversation with American Family Housing about the possible sale of the SHIP house.  So there are 
many potential changes in the year to come. 
 2017 will be the 60th anniversary of the chartering of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  We 
will need to begin planning this year to celebrate a milestone of our life together.  Hopefully, Pastor 
Endter our founding pastor will be able to be with us for the celebration.  With so much change in 
so many different ways, what a blessing it has been for Our Redeemer to have had only 3 senior 
pastors in its 60 year history. 
 However, many things will go on unchanged: traditional and contemporary worship, 4 WELCA 
circles, 3 weekday Bible studies, weekly youth activities, Sunday School, VBS, summer swimming, 
Living Pictures, Real Help, The Lord’s Pantry, SHIP, young at heart, special music, and many regular 
volunteer activities. 
 Of course, the one thing that never changes is Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He is the 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  In a world of so many changes, God is our one constant 

source of hope and love. 

  

         In Christ, 

                                    PPPPaaaassssttttoooorrrr    BBBBrrrriiiiaaaannnn 

Reflections from the PastorReflections from the PastorReflections from the PastorReflections from the Pastor        
by Pastor Brian Taylor 
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  As I write this column in the third week of Advent, I am filled with gratitude for 

you, my beloved congregation and for the prayers and cards that showered upon me (and 

still continue to rain down) after the emergency abdominal surgery I had on  

Sunday, Nov. 29. Thank you for this outpouring of your love!  

 The sharp pain started while I was still at church during the 10:00 service; I drove 

home, Greg dragged me to the Hoag Hospital ER after a bout of resistance on my part 

(“It’s probably nothing!”), we met the surgeon for the first time in the afternoon and 

learned that I had a folded intestine that needed urgent attention. Some hours later, I was still in disbelief that 

it happened as it did - so fast! I’m thankful for the excellent doctor and nursing staff at Hoag who knew just 

what to do so quickly. I pray that they continue to help people and save lives in the skilled, efficient, and 

caring way that is their hallmark. Praise God for such good people! 

This past weekend I attended the annual Advent retreat that is my customary way to spend the second 

weekend in December. It’s a silent meditation retreat, usually with about 80+ people in attendance, held at the 

Mary and Joseph Retreat Center in Ranchos Palos Verdes. Silent retreat means that we keep silence at all 

times except during the question and answer portion of the conference time - silence during meals, silence in 

our rooms with whomever we’re rooming, silence in the halls and on the grounds. That’s a lot of silence for 

people who are used to being connected to everyone and everything by cell phones, laptops, and tablets! It 

was hard for some; easier for others. Personally, I love the silence. Our world has “noise pollution” - traffic 

noise, cell phones ringing, people talking, T.V. noise, radios blaring, machinery - and a chance for silence was 

very welcome for me. It’s sometimes difficult to hear God speaking clearly to me when the noise of the world 

is a deafening cacophony. 

But more important for me than the blessed silence was the message conveyed by the conference 

speaker: the message of God’s Great Love for all of creation, especially the human beings that God created - 

you and me, and all of our brothers and sisters. I was reminded of holy things that I knew already deep within 

my heart - things that get covered over, as with a fall of dead leaves, with the worries, resentments and 

judgments of daily living - that the great love of God resides by the power of the Holy Spirit as the foundation 

of my being, the very ground upon which I live out my life, the landscape of my living, breathing, and 

interacting. Remembering this, I am enormously humbled by the this gift of God’s love, eternally radiating 

within my being, and I am made mindful of the message of Advent - to be watchful, alert, awake and aware. I 

think we are not only to be this way during Advent, but all throughout the year; always cleaning the mirror 

within us, listening closely in daily quiet and prayer for God’s gentle guiding and words of Love, being 

watchful for the times our egos hurt another with resentments and judgements, then making amends 

immediately. We are the sick and sinful that Christ came to heal! And yet God’s Great Love is never, ever 

withheld from us; we are cherished and beloved just as we are: broken and unrepentant. God’s great yearning 

is for an intimate relationship with each of us, and God waits patiently with open arms. 

May this Great Love of God burn brightly within you in this new year, and shine forth in all that you 

do.          

      In gratitude and love,   LynneLynneLynneLynne 

“The Seasons of Advent and Christmas” 

by Lynne Prechel, Associate in Ministry 
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CARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRYCARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRYCARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRYCARE AND KINDNESS MINISTRY    
 

Care and Kindness will be taking a short break in January and resuming 

our meetings on Wed. Feb. 17 at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room. Join 

us for prayer, reflection, and sharing about those to whom we show the 

love of Christ.  
 

If you cannot visit anyone and would like to send cards to those on our 

list, please join us and become a part of this caring, loving team. All are 

welcome! Talk to Lynne or Pastor Brian about joining (714) 539-9541.

Sunday School Teacher Needed 
 

Calling all teachers and wanna-be teachers! Calling all people who like to be with children and 

have fun! Calling everyone who enjoys talking about Bible stories and reading them aloud to 

children! One of our regular teachers is retiring from teaching Sunday school, and we need  

a replacement teacher to work one Sunday a month (that’s right; just ONE Sunday a month) 

with our youngest age group, preschool through first grade. This is a very fun age to guide 

and encourage, so hurry up and call the church office to volunteer. Our children will LOVE 

you for it! Thanks for your help, friends!  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AIDES NEEDED FOR YOUNGEST CLASS 
 

We need volunteers to be a teacher’s aide in a Sunday school class once a month. Please say “yes” 

to the children in our youngest class and join us as we show them the love of Jesus. This is a fun way 

to serve!  Call the office to volunteer.  (714) 539-9541  

Israel Trip 2016: Cancelled.   
Due to the current unrest in the Middle East, we are cancelling the trip to  
Israel in 2016.  We will re-schedule the trip once more, and hope to go the 

week after Easter (April 16th) in 2017. 

 

HERE COMES THE WINTER WEATHER! TIME FOR HOT SOUP!HERE COMES THE WINTER WEATHER! TIME FOR HOT SOUP!HERE COMES THE WINTER WEATHER! TIME FOR HOT SOUP!HERE COMES THE WINTER WEATHER! TIME FOR HOT SOUP!    

 

Social Ministry wants you to know that there is plenty of delicious, nutritious  

homemade soup waiting for you if you’re sick, lonely, or just in need of a yummy 

“bowl of comfort.” Our kitchen freezer has a variety of soups so please ask for some to 

be delivered to you. Bob Wallace is our official “Soup Courier,” and he awaits your 

phone call asking for soup. Call him at (714) 260-8684. Don’t be shy, friends: eat up 

that soup! 



What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?What’s Happening At Our Redeemer Preschool?    
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What’s Happening at Preschool?? 
  
December was a great month.  The children helped us get into the spir-
it!  We had three weeks of December -- And did we fill it with great 
things for Christmas.  We started out making our gifts so that they 
would be done in plenty of time.  We also had time to make  
decorations and ‘just fun’ crafts. Room 4 had lots of fun singing the 
songs about the First Christmas at the 10am service on December 
13th, and they sang their hearts out!  (Thanks Mr. Jerry for playing, 

the piano was a nice touch!!) 
 

We ended the month for the half day children on the 
18th with a Christmas Party for all classes.   
The children came with their families for this special 
time of food and fellowship.  During the program,  
Pastor Brian narrated the story of the First  
Christmas and all the children were the Angel’s 
Choir and sang great songs, and again, “Mr. Jerry” 
tinkled the ivories ... it was wonderful!  Then all the 
children got an early Christmas Present from Santa… as he made an unscheduled stop 
with some great books when he heard their wonderful singing.  Day Care continued on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday December 21st, 22nd & 23rd. 
  

We will usher in the New Year with family and friends and come back to school on the 4th.  
During January we will be learning about Winter, with the cold and some snow. We will 
learn about Penguins and Polar Bears… We will  enjoy a special Pajama day and we will 
also be doing our unit on Police -- as our friends, and of course, as well as learning about 
strangers.   We will end the month reviewing colors, shapes, fine motor skills and some 
fun math concepts as we prepare for Kindergarten and our parent teacher conferences  
coming up in February.   
  I want to thank Pastor Brian for the special Chapels with the children-- the children 
so love that time.  I want to thank the Preschool Board for all their time and considerations 
in helping the School prosper, as well as working out the kinks… Paula English, John Leeb, 
Kathy Jocham,  Kim Radford, Beth Mayer, Jody Taylor, Angelika Rupp and Kara Rocha. 
 With God, all things are possible… and I thank him daily for you.  
 
 
 
          SueSueSueSue 
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Our book circle meets the fourth Friday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. for fellowship and discussion of a variety of  
literature, current and classic, fiction and non-fiction.  All 
avid readers at ORLC and their friends are invited to join 
us.  Call Ron Stearns at (714) 891-9462 for more  
information.  Up-coming selections include: 
     
Jan. 22 Devil in a Blue Dress, by Walter Mosley 
 
Feb. 26   Ward No. 6, by Anton Chekhov    
      
Mar.25   Presumed Innocent, by Scott Turow 
 

 

 

 

 
Brown Bag Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 12 pm 
in Endter Hall 

Led by Pastor Brian 

 
Pastor’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm  

in Choir Room 

 
Men’s 

Thursdays, 6 am  

in Endter Hall 

Led by Lynn Badertscher 

When: 

January 9th 

7:30 AM 

Endter Hall 

Bring your cans and bottles and help support the Compassion International students.  

ORC Book  Circle 
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Youth at ORC 

 

Every Sunday in January...Sunday Night Alive! 6:30-8:30 pm...each night will have bible study, 

games, fellowship and snacks! Bring a friend. Each week will be a little bit different...come and 

check us out! 

 

January 3rd...the youth workers take over youth...The Double N's will be leading...Nick and  

Nicole will be our bible study leader... 

 

The youth workers will be meeting in Mid January and will have some crazy fun ideas and deep 

thoughts...watch the bulletin for more info! 

            WomenÊs CirclesWomenÊs CirclesWomenÊs CirclesWomenÊs Circles 
Circles are groups of ORC women that meet monthly for Bible study, fellowship and sharing. We 

have four circles listed.  For more information, please contact a Circle Leader.  
Visitors and new members are always welcome. 

 

                                            GraceGraceGraceGrace                New Faith New Faith New Faith New Faith     
Monday, January 12th, 7 pm                          Thursday, January 21st, 7 pm 

  *Susan Kent -  Leader            *Val Fleming-  Leader 
    

 

                                    SinceritySinceritySinceritySincerity                                                                    New Joy New Joy New Joy New Joy  
Sunday, January 11th, 7 pm   Tuesday, January 26th, 7 pm 

*Yvonne Bischof, Michelle Timothy -  Leader      *Sue Hanson -  Leader  

  

 

 

Please join us! 

Red Hat Work Day  

Monday, January 4th, 9 am 
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT ORC….. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 

 

 

 

Living Pictures for 2016 is scheduled for March 
12th and 13th.  We are going to need a lot of 
help again this year.  Please circle the dates on 
your calendars.  Also, if you have family or 
friends who might be able to participate, invite 
them to be a part of the production: we  
especially need younger men who can be Jesus 
in the live scenes. 
 

Our theme this next year is: Jesus in the  

gospel of John.  The scenes will all be taken 

from the gospel of John and focus on the 7 

signs in John that point to the divine  

nature of Jesus: beginning with the miracle at 

the wedding in Cana. 

 

Look for more information in the coming 

months! 



January Worship AssistantsJanuary Worship AssistantsJanuary Worship AssistantsJanuary Worship Assistants    
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute.   

Council Persons of the Month 

8:30 10:00  
 

8:30 am Communion Assistants  

1/3 Lori Martin, Allen Bair 

1/17 Lori Martin, Gerry & Sue Henson 

1/31 Lori Martin, Anita & Larry Griswold 
  

10 am Communion Assistants 

1/10 Becky Vinson, Gus & Susan Sauter 

1/24 Becky Vinson 

1/31 Michelle Timothy 

  
 

Greeters 

1/3 Elsie Tiede, Glenda Frederick 

1/10 Peggy & David Frostad 

1/17 Sue & Gerry Hanson 

1/24 Larry & Anita Griswold 

1/31  

 

Lectors 

1/3 Lori Martin 

1/10 Walt Ridley 

1/17 Tina Ray 

1/24 Dorothie Bair 

1/31 Cathy Seabourne 

  

    Ushers 

   Don Woodhouse -Team 1 

 Norm Jessen, Randy Jerue,  

Ray & Leanne Moore, and Bob Buelow   

 

  Altar Guild 
Wendy Taylor 

 

    Acolytes 

 8:30 AM 10 AM 

1/3    Andrew Garcia 

1/10   Andrew Garcia 

1/17 Jack Raynor 

1/24 Colin Prothero Andrew Garcia 

1/31   Andrew Garcia 

  

 

 

 

 

Soundboard/AV 

8:30  Terrence Young, Larry Griswold, David 

Frostad & Allen and Aiden Bair 

10:00 Jerry Healy 

January BirthdaysJanuary BirthdaysJanuary BirthdaysJanuary Birthdays    

January AnniversariesJanuary AnniversariesJanuary AnniversariesJanuary Anniversaries    

OOOOURURURUR    RRRREDEEMEREDEEMEREDEEMEREDEEMER    SSSSTAFFTAFFTAFFTAFF    
Senior Pastor 
Brian S. Taylor 

RevBST@aol.com 

Associate in Ministry 
Lynne Prechel 

lynne@fanfaremusic.net 

Church Administrator 
Charlene Cable 
office@orcgg.org 

 

Director of Music 
Ann Badertscher 

Organist 
John Glessner 

Bookkeeper 
Kim  Radcliff 

Youth Director 
Patty Erickson 

Thepattywagon15@aol.com 

Preschool Director 
Sue Creager 

Preschool@ourredeemer 
gardengrove.org 

Facilities Manager 
Jim Huffman 

Sunday Attendant 
Howard Carlson 
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Reflections Reflections Reflections Reflections is a  

publication of Our  

Redeemer Church. 

Deadline for  

submissions is noon 

on the 15th of each 

month. 

  

SundaySundaySundaySunday    
Reflections Reflections Reflections Reflections deadline is 

9 am Wednesday  

morning for the  

following Sunday’s 

bulletin.  
 

Please email your  

submissions to  

Charlene Cable at  

office@orcgg.org.  
 

Articles may be edited 

for content and space. 

1/1 Randy Jerue 

1/3 David Van Sickle 

1/7 Connie Mathany 

1/9 Susan Kent 

1/10 Lynda Engelhardt 

 Larry Klevos 

 Christine Schaffer 

1/12 Marvin Gladwin 

 Beth Mayer 

1/16 Ralph Nemitz 

1/18 Larry Collier 

1/19 Sandra Ray 

 Angela Grieco 

1/21 Kyle Solberg 

1/23 Lucille Dixon 

1/24 Lily Chweh 

 Tammy Wilson 

 Lynne Prechel 

1/26 Sandee Collier 

1/28 Glenda Frederick 

1/29 Michael Forth 

 Beelou Channita 

 Fran Schwan 

1/30 Mark Roznos 

 Angelika Rupp 

1/31 Nathaniel Green 

1/14/72 Wade & Michelle Timothy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/17/70 Raymond & LeAnne Moore 
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OFFICE NOTES & HOLIDAY HOURS 
 

Newsletter Article  

Deadlines:  

 

February Newsletter:  

Fri. Jan. 15th  

Please Email your  

submissions to :  

office@orcgg.org 

 

Holiday Office Hours: 

The Church office will be closed at 11:30 am on  

December 31st and all day January 4th.  

Regular office hours will resume January 5th. 

January 18th at 11 pm 
 

This month finds us donating books.  All  
paperbacks will sell for $.50 and hard covers for $1.00 

each.  If they don’t sell they will be donated to a  
nearby library (Chapman/Magnolia).   

 
Our lunch will be lasagna & salads.   

I’ll cover the lasagna! Klondike bars will be provided as 
our theme for January is snowflakes.   

Thanks for a great year! 
 

Entertainment for February will be a  
Valentine Hoedown. 
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OUR REDEEMER CHURCH NAME WOULD L IKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Garden Grove 
Nursery and 
Flower Shop

Tom Nuruki & Sue Nuruki, Owners

714-952-8787
Fax 714-952-8700 • 800-830-0613
www.ggnurseryandflowershop.com
2715 West Broadway Ave.

Anaheim

HELP Plumbing, Heating and Air
"God's strength will HELP us"
Dana Hayden - Owner
Cont. Lic.#691452

Bonded and Insured

714-260-7238

Magnolia Memorial Park
Rev. Mark Swaim

General Manager
12241 Magnolia St.

714-539-1771
Cell 714-624-1054
Fax 714-539-7651

www.magnoliamemorial.org
Insurance Agent Lic. #OC47780

Susan Kent
Independent Sales Representative

714.454.8545
www.youravon.com/susankent

Close
d 

Monday

Next to Jack in The Box
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Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, California 92841 

Our Redeemer Church 
12301 Magnolia Street 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 

 

Office: (714) 539-9541 Fax: (714) 539-7672 
Web: www.orcgg.org 

Email: office@orcgg.org 
 

Preschool: (714) 539-6643 
Email: Preschool@ourredeemergardengrove.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-2:30 pm 

Closed on Friday 
 

Worship Schedule: 
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/ choir 

 10 am Prayer & Praise Worship 
Sunday School: 10:15 am 
Adult Education: 10 am 
Nursery Care is provided 

Have your monthly Redeemer  
Reflections e-mailed to you.  

Send an email to  
office@orcgg.org with the subject  

“E-mail Reflections” and include your 
name in the body. 

Contact the Church when: 
⇒ You have a joy to share 

⇒ Someone in your family is in the hospital 

⇒ You want communion brought to your 

 home 

⇒ You want to add someone to the prayer list 

⇒ Your address, phone number or email  

 address changes 




