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One of the scarcest virtues of the 
human race is gratitude. Alexander 
Whyte, the most eminent Scottish 
preacher of the nineteenth cen-
tury, once visited an elderly faithful 
church member who complained at 
length about everything and every-
one. Finally, as Whyte gathered his 
things and stood to say good-bye, 
his only comment was a phrase from 
Psalm 103:2, “And mind you, forget 
not all his benefits.” Thanklessness is 
not new to our time.

Ungratefulness, though it has always 
been endemic to the human soul, is 
flourishing throughout our culture 
– and it is developing rapidly among 
young people today. But do not think 
that Christian culture is not immune. 
The contemporary diseases that af-
flict others attach to Christians as 
well, so that in some cases, apart from 
routine prayers of thanks at meals, no 
one would ever know they are grate-
ful people, much less recipients of di-
vine healing grace. This should never 
be the case. Scripturally, thankless 
Christians are a contradiction in 
terms (Philippians 4:4; Romans 1:21; 
2 Timothy 3:2).

So let me encourage you, do some 
self-evaluations to determine wheth-
er you are “thankful” or “thankless.” 
Our thankfulness and gratitude 
grows out of our understanding of the 
gospel. The gospel is what should mo-
tivate our attitudes, especially when 
it comes to our attitude of gratitude.

Let all that I am praise the Lord;
with my whole heart, 

I will praise his holy name.
Let all that I am praise the Lord;

may I never forget the good things 
he does for me.

He forgives all my sins
and heals all my diseases.

He redeems me from death
and crowns me with love 

and tender mercies.
He fills my life with good things.

Psalm 103:1-5a

   Oftentimes, we, as parents, think 
Sunday mornings are the prime-
time to fill our family up with the 
Lord.  If we make it in time for 
Sunday school, then the whole 
family leaves for lunch having ex-
perienced two separate opportuni-
ties for the Holy Spirit to speak to 
our hearts.  Then, something hap-
pens about halfway through the 
week, we get tired.  The Bible says, 
“…for his mouth speaks from the 
overflow of the heart.” Luke 6:45b   
If we aren’t busy seeking the flow 
from God’s Word, we end up with a 
trickle, at best by midweek.  
   Something else to consider is 
this…Sunday mornings we wake 
up, eat and head out the door.  
True, it’s not always a ‘piece of 
cake’ trying to get kids to church 
before nine o’clock, but there is 
something totally different about 
Wednesday.  By Wednesday eve-
ning, we’ve had a long day at work 
or home with the kids and they’ve 
had a full day at school and all the 
other challenges of the day.  Let’s 
face it, it’s just a good time to come 
and get “filled up.”   I want to en-
courage you to find your place/
service at church on Wednesday 
nights (Prayer Meeting, Choir, 
Bible Studies, etc).  If your week is 
busy with ball schedules and other 
activities (like my house) and your 
only family night is Wednesday, 
then come as a family to KAOSS 
and get filled up together.  I don’t 
know about you, but I want God’s 
Truth to more than trickle from my 
family’s heart.

Wrapped with Love is Saturday, 
Dec. 11.  Be watching for sign-ups 
to come and serve in this great out-
reach opportunity.  You may start 
bringing your donations to church.  
Suggested items include: toys, 
home décor, books, purses and jew-
elry (nothing sized please).  
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There have been some incredible 
preachers, men of God, that have 
preached at first Baptist Church.  I 
think about Dr. Steve Gaines, Dr. 
Junior Hill, Dr. Ken Whitten, and 
Dr. Fred Luter.  All of them have 
been inspiring and very timely in 
their messages.  In my opinion, 
we have the opportunity to hear 
a man of God of that caliber on    
November 6.  Dr. Mike Mason is 
truly a man after God’s own heart 
and is certainly inspiring.  I look 
forward very much to hearing him 
that day.

Also, in the month of November 
we will have a Thanksgiving Din-
ner on November 13 at 6:00 p.m.  
The church will provide the meat, 
bread and drinks.  All your family 
has to do is either bring a vegeta-
ble or dessert.  It is always a great 
event when the family of God can 
get together over a meal.  Please do 
your best to be here that evening.

On November 20, we will meet at 
6:00 p.m. at First Assembly of God 
for our yearly joint Thanksgiving 
service.  It is always a wonderful 
time of worship and fellowship.

Please try your best to attend all 
of these great events!  Appreciate 
you!

Proud to be your pastor!
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This past weekend, my two boys and 
I were playing outside and Everett 
was talking about what he wanted 
for Christmas.  That prompted Eli 
to ask me what my favorite holiday 
is.  That’s a tough one for me.  I had 
to think for a bit.  Whereas I love 
Christmas and everything that goes 
with it - the music, the traditions, 
the sheer wonder of God coming as 
a baby - that wasn’t my answer.  I told 
him Thanksgiving might just be my 
favorite holiday.  I mean, it’s a whole 
3 day break from the week basically 
just to eat.  Then, when you fin-
ish eating, you take a nap and then 
eat some more.  That is my kind of 
holiday!  As we head into this great 
month known for fall colors, big 
football games, and of course, eating 
yourself silly, I hope to see you each 
in church every week.

On Sunday, November 20, at 6:00 
p.m., we will be having the annual 
Milan Community Thanksgiving 
worship service.  Everyone in the 
community is welcome and we will 
have a community choir that will 
sing, and you are all welcome to join 
in that as well.

Also, please mark your calendars 
now for two great events coming 
soon to FBC.  On Saturday night, 
December 17, and Sunday morn-
ing, December 18, the FBC Wor-
ship Choir and Orchestra will be 
presenting The First Christmas and 
I hope you will plan to be here for 
a wonderful time of worship.  Then, 
on Sunday, February 26, we are ex-
cited to have the Daniel Doss Band 
in concert at FBC at 6:00 p.m.  Mark 
your calendars now for these great 
events coming soon.

The FBC Golden Agers met on October 13 for our regular monthly 
meeting.  The guest speaker from Milan General Hospital shared some 
interesting information about the services of our hospital, and everyone 
enjoyed our add-a-dish meal.  

Twenty-five of us enjoyed a trip to Franklin, Tennessee on October 8.  
We had a two-hour guided bus tour of the town, followed by lunch and 
shopping in downtown Franklin.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 10.  Everyone is in-
vited to come and join us.

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

After receiving an Operation Christmas Child shoe-
box, children are invited to learn how to have a deeper 
relationship with Jesus through “The Greatest Jour-
ney,” as 12-lesson discipleship course.  Boys and girls 
who graduate from the program receive a certificate 
and a New Testament of their very own.  Teachers are 
trained through Samaritan’s Purse.   TGJ is one of the 
largest discipleship movements in the world.
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- the family of Caroline Hudspeth whose grandmother passed away in September.  
The funeral was September 23 in Bolivar.

- the family of DOT ERVIN (grandmother of Elly Crossett) hwo passed away on September 29

- the family of SARAH TRULL (grandmother of Tarra Sims & Shanna Pafford) who passed away on October 1

- the family of CHARLYE MAE RIDLEY (mother of Barbara Charlton) who passed away on October 4

- the family of ELIZABETH STEWART (mother of Donna Spain) who passed away on October 6

- the family of HORACE TILLMAN who passed away on October 8

- the family of RUBY PIKE (mother of Anita Bartkiewicz and Don Pike) who passed away in October.
The funeral was October 17 in Rutherford.

WE   EXTEND  OUR   SYMPATH IES   TO   THE   FOLLOWING  FBC  FAM ILY  MEMBERS :

WOMEN’S MISSIONS UPDATE

WE  R E J O I C E  W I T H  T HO S E  WHO  R E C EN T LY  MAD E  D E C I S I O N S :
Welcome him in the Lord with great  j oy...! ”   Phil.  2:29

 

     What a Joy it is to behold to see God at work in the lives of a 
Church family !  With joy and gratitude we develop a servant’s heart 
for missions.  There are plenty of shoe boxes available to be filled 
with the Love of Jesus by our hands.  Keep praying and packing!
     Thank you, WMU program leaders for inviting Judy Harris and 
Amber Shelby to share with us about the wonderful means of involv-
ing ourselves in local ministries.  God’s handiwork is insurmount-
able with glory and cannot be equaled or explained, but we enjoyed 
using our hands to craft beaded book markers of a special kind to 
use and share.  Also, we were deeply impressed to praise God for 
the ministries of our local school system in their provisions of food, 
clothing, and care for families of  elementary-aged children. Pray 
for our system and the sincere endeavors they seek to work.  God be 
praised in ALL things!!
   Ladies!!  We welcome you and are waiting for you to join WMU!!  
You will not be disappointed!  Warm hearts and hands needed for 
Jesus!  And a good pair of shoes!
   Homebound Ministry served 14 shut-ins with pumpkin shaped 
baskets filled with items from Apples to Zebras!

*OCC Collection week  Nov. 14th - 21st
*Dedication Service Sun night Nov. 13th

Meetings:  
- Nov. 8th at 6:30 Myrtice Owens Group (Shoe Box packing)
- Nov. 8th at 10:00 Mann/Harper Group (Guest Speaker-Penny Pate)

We express our deepest sympathy to the Horace Tillman family.

LIFT WOMEN’S MINISTRY

UPCOMING EVENTS:

NOVEMBER 5 - 9:00a.m.-12 noon - “Getting Ready for Christmas”-  
*brunch, speakers, unique gift making opportunities, Christmas 
wreath demonstration *
Tickets = $5/each
Tickets go on sale October 23 & October 30 in the Grand Hall

NOVEMBER 7 - 6:30p.m. - A Call to Prayer
Our theme will be ‘The Importance of Prayer’.

FEBRUARY 18 - UNION UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Lysa Terkeurst, President of 31 Ministries with music by Travis Cot-
trell. Tickets will go on sale Jan. 8th and Jan. 15th. $20/each. To re-
serve tickets, text or call Suzanne Bonds @ 731-676-2380.

Ladies, we want to hear from you!  Be on the look out for an upcom-
ing survey to help the LIFT Ministry Leadership Team plan amazing 
guest speaker events, Bible studies, fun activities and more for you 
in 2017!

*Keep up to date with the events that are happening in the life of LIFT:
1) TEXT ALERTS: Text “ac4a48” to 81010 or to 731-326-1750.  

2) EMAIL ALERTS: email “ac4a48” to mail.remind.com. 
For questions, call Jen Yoder @ 615-587-5060.

3) ‘Like’ our FACEBOOK PAGE at 
https://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistmilan.LIFT

GREG & SHELIA HANEY
by Letter

SEPTEMBER 18, 2016

JOE WALLACE
by Baptism

OCTOBER 16, 2016

DEREK & MELANIE MORALES
MELANIE by Letter
SEPTEMBER 25, 106
DEREK by Baptism
OCTOBER 16, 2016

CHLOE CARPENTER
by Baptism

OCTOBER 16, 2016

“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation
and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work.”    (2 Thess. 2:16-17)



  

L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M
BRO. RANDY PATE - SENIOR PASTOR
Tarra Sims - Interim Director of ChildrenTarra Sims - Interim Director of Children
Austin Clark - Minister of Music / Discipleship
Brandon Spain -  Minister to Students / Recreation

June Belew - Administrative Assistant / Human Resources
Susie Gonzales  -  Maintenance 
Dana Holden- Administrative Assistant / Finance
Keith Morrison  -  Maintenance Supervisor
Anita Wallace - Administrative Assistant /Office Manager

F I R S T   B A P T I S T   C H U R C H
2000 South Second Street

 Milan TN  38358
(www.fbcmilan.org)

Office:  731-686-3385
Prayer Line:  731-686-3353

W O R S H I P   W I T H   U S
S U N D A Y

9:00 a.m. - Bible Study
10:15 a.m. - Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. - Evening Worship

W E D N E S D A Y
6:15 p.m. - Mission Friends,
 KAMOTION, KAOSS, Youth

      6:30 p.m. - Bible Study & Prayer

FIRST FAMILY CONNECTION (USPS 780540) is pub-
lished monthly by First Baptist Church, Milan. Sec-
ond Class postage paid at Milan, TN.  Postmaster:  
send change of address to First Baptist Church, 2000 
South Second Street, Milan, TN  38358.

2016
NOVEMBER 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Th ursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5

(9:00a.m.-12 noon)
LIFT “Getting Ready for 
Christmas” in the FLC

6         CONNECT>1             
CELEBRATION SUNDAY

(am/pm)-Mike Mason

4:00pm-Adult Christmas 
Choir Rehearsal

7

(6:30p.m.) - LIFT Call 
to Prayer for Women 

(7:00p.m.) - Men’s 
Prayer @ Bro. Randy’s

8
(10:00a.m.)

Mann/Harper Mission 
Group

(6:30p.m.)
Myrtice Owens
Mission Group

9

(10:00a.m.)
Golden Agers 

Program Team

10

(10:30a.m.)
Golden Agers Program

11 12

13
(9:00a.m.) - Parent/Child 
Dedication Class

(10:15a.m.) - Dedication of 
the OCC shoe boxes

(5:15p.m.)Deacons’ mtg

(6:00p.m.) -  FBC � anks-
giving Meal in the FLC 

14

TN BAPTIST       
CONVENTION 

through 16th

OCC COLLECTION WEEK

16

(5:30p.m.)
Stewardship Team

17 18

                                  

19

20

(10:15a.m.) - Parent/Child 
Dedication

(6:00p.m.) - Joint � anks-
giving Service at Milan  
First Assembly of God

21

Hope for the 
Hungry Heart

22

(6:15p.m.) 
Adult Choir 

23

NO SERVICES or 
ACTIVITIES

24

FBC OFFICE CLOSED

25

  FBC OFFICE CLOSED

26

27 28 29 30

FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:FBC Weekly Budget Requirements:
2016:2016:2016:    $ 24,152.00    $ 24,152.00    $ 24,152.00

FIRST FAMILY CONNECTION (USPS 780540) is pub-
lished monthly by First Baptist Church, Milan. Sec-
ond Class postage paid at Milan, TN.  Postmaster:  
send change of address to First Baptist Church, 2000 
South Second Street, Milan, TN  38358.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2016 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 19,372.30
“Investing in Eternity”  $   2,740.00

OCTOBER 2, 2016 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 22,930.25
“Investing in Eternity”  $  1,772.00

OCTOBER 9, 2016 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 24,635.63
“Investing in Eternity”  $   2,295.00

OCTOBER 16,  2016 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 20,375.00
“Investing in Eternity”  $  1,690.00

“INVESTING IN ETERNITY”
  $ 1,513,291.08  -  Pledges to Date

$ 1,784,908.04 - Given to Date 

https://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistchurch.milan

https://www.twitter.com/MilanFBC

Th e church has a 1.2 acre lot for sale         
located on Graves Lane in Trenton. 

Th is property is located on the #10 fairway 
at the Diamond Oaks Golf Course. 

If interested,  please call Frances Wadley 
at 686-9899.

Please call the church offi  ce at 
686-3385 any time between 

8:00-4:30 on Monday-Th ursday 
and between 8:00-12noon on 

Friday if you need a church van to 
pick you up on Sunday morning.


