
What invitations have you accepted which 
changed your life?  Perhaps you were invited 
to a spiritual retreat and after dragging your 
feet, felt the time was right and agreed to go, 
and because you said yes, you received a 
blessing.  Invitations are often nudges and 
calls which come from beyond us. When we 
are brave enough to respond to the calls and 
overcome the obstacles in our way, our lives 

may receive a blessing. We may be in a fork in the road and try to 
make the best decision, and feel a nudge in our gut to go down one 
path more than the other.  Sometimes the call is to drop the way we 
are thinking, or our desire to control, or be right, or let go of the 
past before we can move into a new future of hope. God sends us 
life-changing and life-shaping invitations, but it is up to us to say 
yes. I was offered an invitation to join the Boy Scouts, and when I 
first went to this large troop, I felt like I didn’t fit in and came close 
to not returning.  A few boys befriended me and encouraged me and 
convinced me to join their patrol, and I accepted the invitation. My 
journey with the Boy Scouts changed my life. I received an 
invitation to attend Birmingham-Southern College and Duke 
University, and I almost declined both invitations because I 
couldn’t imagine how we could afford those schools and doubted if 
I could keep up academically.   My parents and others helped me 
figure out the finances and classmates, and teachers kept telling me 
I could do it, and so I accepted those life-shaping invitations.  Kelly 
said yes to my invitation to eat pizza, and one thing led to another, 
and my life has been enriched. Claude Whitehead invited me to 
participate in the Academy for Spiritual Formation. At first, I 
declined, but he helped me find the money, and I accepted, and that 
experienced helped me learn to pray. I have received other invita-
tions I have declined, and now wonder if I missed a blessing.  
During Lent, we will explore invitations God lays before us which 
lead to a meaningful life in Christ. I am so excited about this 
sermon series and hope you will be as well. --Dale Clem 
     

Life-Changing Invitations
What happens when you say YES?

• • •
Offering the Life Changing Grace of Christ

Monthly Messenger

February 14: Ash Wednesday
6:15 PM
Sermon: 

"Life-Changing Invitations" 

February 18
 Sermon:  “Invitation to drop your nets and 
follow” Zacheus had to drop the way he was 
doing business before he could follow Jesus.  

What is God inviting you to drop?

February 25 
Sermon: “Go Deeper” 

 Jesus challenged the disciples to go deeper as 
they cast their nets.  From the example of 

Mary and Martha, we have a model of 
balancing being and doing, inner work and 
outer work.  How is God inviting you to go 

deeper?

March 4 
Sermon: “Invitation to begin again” After 

making a poor decision the woman caught in 
adultery was given a chance to put the past 

behind her and experience forgiveness.  God’s 
forgiveness is offered to each of us, and we 

can start over.  

March 11
Sermon:  “Invitation for unity”  

Jesus prays for unity. Paul 
challenges churches to find common ground 
and work for what unites us.  Sometimes we 

need to think of new ways to overcome 
divisions.  The daughters of Zelophehad asked 
Moses to change the inheritance rules because 

it was the right thing to do.  Moses agreed.  
How are we called to change the rules to keep 

unity?

March 18 
Sermon: “Invitation to open the gate of 

belief”  The Samaritan Woman has a theologi-
cal discussion about the Messiah, and she 
realized that Jesus is the Messiah.  What 

invitation toward belief is God offering you?  

March 25:  Palm Sunday
April 1:  Easter

Sunday Morning Worship Times
8:15: Chapel Worship
9:00: Engage Worship in The Bridge
10:00: Children and Youth 
Sunday School(Adult Classes plan their 
own starting times)
10:50: Traditional Worship 
 in the Sanctuary

February 4: Visitors Coffee with the Pastors. To those 
interested in membership. At 10:10 AM in The Bridge room 
B-103. 

February 5: Beer and Bible at Cheaha Brewery at 6:00 PM.

February 10: Lenten Devotional Booklet available

February14: Ash Wednesday Service 6:15 PM in Sanctuary

February 18 Board of Stewards 3-5PM in The Bridge. 
We will have a workshop titled "Our Role as a Downtown 
Church" with Rev. R.G. Lyons as our speaker.

February 19: Beer and Bible at Peerless Saloon at 6:00 PM.

February 20: SPRC meets at 5:00 PM

February 23: Deadline for March Newsletter
AshSloan26@gmail.com

February 24: United Methodist Men meeting at Camp Lee 

February 25: Evensong in the Sanctuary 5:15 PM

March 18 Day of Service 

March 25 Palm Sunday

March 26 12:00 noon service/lunch
Speaker will be announced

March 27 12:00 noon service/lunch
Speaker will be announced

March 28 12:00 noon service/lunch
Speaker will be announced

March 29 Maundy Thursday Service 6:00 
The Bridge, Living the Last Supper

March 30 Good Friday Service 6:00 
Sanctuary

April 1 Easter Sunday

Coming Soon
Stay Tuned



Gifts Have Been Given to the Following Funds

Camp Lee Chapel Fund
In memory of Jim Roberts, given by Molly Steed.
General Budget
In honor of Rev. Dale Clem, given by Don and Becky Ledford.
In honor of Rev. Kyle Bryan, given by Don and Becky Ledford.
Memorial Fund
In honor of David and Margaret Copeland, given by Lila Hamilton.
In memory of Louise Canada, given by Willie G. Halpin.
In memory of Jo Propst, given by Martha W. Acker.
In memory of Joel Carter and Rod Petty, given by the Genesis Sunday School Class.
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The Hannah Circle was organized in early 2017 to grow our church’s ministry of the United Methodist 
Women (UMW).  The goal was to include some fresh faces who had never been a part of a circle or those 
who had been a member but were not currently active.The formative group decided that we would meet 
monthly on a flexible schedule.  Each month would have a different hostess and her responsibility would be 
to plan the meeting and either give the devotion, or recruit someone to do it for her! Our first meeting was a 
casual “get to know each other” supper at Cheaha Brewery.  Since then, we have participated in many 
mission projects.Those include:

 • providing a meal for VBS
 • gathering toiletry items for newly released female prisoners through the Hope Haven Mission Project
 • donating formula, diapers and wipes to needy families with children at TCP
 • baking items to sell at the annual UMW Bake Sale
 • serving our community through the Salvation Army Angel Tree project.

We have also enjoyed fellowship opportunities with some awesome “craft” nights such as painting canvases, 
and making cinnamon stick Christmas trees!
We look forward to many more opportunities to serve and fellowship in 2018

Hannah Circle

REMEMBER OUR 
MILITARY

Andrew & Elizabeth Collins 
• Pete & Leslie Inmon 

Hudson • Zach St. Clair 
Kenneth Vandervoort • Trey 
Chandler  Dann Robertson

If you know of others to add, 
please call the church office 

at 256-236-5605.
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Behold 2018 
The youth spent three days and two nights at Camp 
Sumatanga for the Behold 2018 weekend and 
everyone had a wonderful time! The speaker was able 
to connect with the kids, and the worship music was 
amazing! Many students found a closer relationship 
with God and our church is blessed to have such 
wonderful kids. Can't wait until next year!

Upcoming Events
Choices - January 21st thru February 11th
Soup'er Bowl Sunday - February 4th
YAC Meeting - Sunday, February 11th
Spring Break Boston Butt Sale - Friday, 
March 23rd

CHILDREN’S NEWS

CONTINUED

Confirmation 2018 
is off to a great start!! 

The children singing at our combined 
service at New Life. 



FUMC SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES

Anniston First has investments that have been designated as Scholarship 
Funds.  Generous, far-sighted individuals have funded these investments to 
advance education.  Three scholarships are available: Consolidated 
Scholarship, Battle/Candler Scholarship, and General Seminary Scholarship. 

The guidelines are as follows: 
CONSOLIDATED SCHOLARSHIP: 
Applicants must 
1. Apply for undergraduate studies
2. Be a member of FUMC*
3. Provide a financial need statement
4. Provide transcripts with seals

* First priority is given to students who are members of Anniston
FUMC.  Other church affiliations are considered if there is
great need, excellent scholarship, and potential

leadership. 

BATTLE/CANDLER SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP: 
Applicants must 
1. Attend   Candler School of Theology at Emory University
2. Pursue a master's degree or doctoral degree in theological studies
3. Meet the following priority:

A. Member of Anniston First United Methodist Church
B. Member of church in Anniston District of North Alabama

Conference
C. Member of church in North Alabama Conference

If there are no applicants from the above categories, other applicants may be 
considered. 

GENERAL SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP: 
Applicants may 
1. Attend any other Methodist-related seminary
2. Pursue a master's degree or doctoral degree in theological studies
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On January 26th TCP took our annual trip to the 
Anniston Museum of Natural History to enhance our hands on 

learning experience about Dinosaurs!!!  We had a blast learning 
about how dinosaurs are different.  We especially loved seeing and 
singing about stegosaurus!!! We learned about how dinosaurs teeth 
can tell you what they eat, long sharp teeth are meat eaters, round 
flat teeth are plant eaters.  We learned that dinosaurs are no longer 

alive they are 
extinct.  They left 

behind fossils to help 
us learn about them.
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Soup'er Bowl Sunday
Ignite Student Ministries invites you to come and watch the 
Super Bowl live on the projection screens and play some 
flag football. There will be great food, fun, and fellowship!  
Be sure to bring a friend!!

Where? The Bridge
When? February 4th
What Time? 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm
What to bring? Your favorite soup or tailgate food and a 2-liter drink

Sunday Evenings 
Choices -This series explores the 35,000 choices that 
students make every day and how those decisions affect a 
person's relationship with God. Each week will take a look 
at a different character in the Bible, how they
chose God regardless of their circumstances, and also how 
we can do the same thing in our lives.

Smoked Boston Butt Sale 
Friday, March 23rd Ignite Student Ministries will be hosting a 
Boston Butt Sale to help provide funds for their summer mission 
trip. They will cost $30 each and weight approximately 8-10 lbs. 
Email Jeff Lee (jeff@annistonfirst.info) to place your order!
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            is one of the agencies our church supports throughout 
the year.  When you give to the general budget, part of your contribution goes to help support 
affordable housing for Veterans and developing affordable housing options to low income and 
homeless persons.  Through collaboration with the City of Anniston, grant funding, local
 foundations, and fundraising, The Right Place has constructed a duplex apartment now housing 
two formerly homeless families, and most recently the completion of the Hillside Cottages 
Project added four tiny homes to assist the homeless. At last year’s Day of Service, our church 
built a flower bed at the hillside cottages.  The Right Place had 60 applicants for these four tiny 
houses.  The need for affordable housing in our area is great.  The mission and primary goal of 
The Right Place is to provide what is called “permanent supportive housing,” for low-income 
persons and to address and reduce homelessness needs in our community. Although Emergency 
and Transitional type Housing remain scarce or non-existent, The Right Place hopes to assist 
those who, with the appropriate supportive services, can sustain their housing, pay their rent, and 
maintain permanent housing.  They have a wonderfully dedicated staff led by Lori Floyd and 
Board of Directors led by Matthew Tyson.  They hope to raise enough money to build additional 
housing for persons in need.  Thank-you Anniston First for supporting this worthwhile effort in 
our community. 

M I S S I O N S



Applications for the three Anniston FUMC scholarships may be obtained 
from Laura Reaves in the church office.   DEADLINE FOR ALL 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS IS APRIL 1, 2018. 

Financial awards are only from the money generated by each of the invested 
funds.  The corpus of the fund is not used.  All applicants will be notified in 
May or June.  Checks are always sent to the designated colleges/universities. 
A student may apply for funds more than once. 

Contributions to the Consolidated Scholarship Fund, the Battle/Candler 
Scholarship Fund, or the Seminary Scholarship Fund may be made by 
(1) designating a monetary gift to a specific fund to be invested to grow the
fund for future student scholarships; or (2) designating a gift to a specific
scholarship for the current year's scholarship award cycle so that eligible
recipients will have access to a greater amount of funding.

The current Scholarship Committee is Martha Merrill (chair), Judy Cole, 
Mary Eloise Leake, Everette Studdard, Pastor Dale Clem, and Becky 
Ledford (chair of Board of Stewards). 

THE UNITED METHODIST DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS 
This program involves matching support from a student's church, the United 
Methodist Higher Education Foundation, participating United  
Methodist-related schools, and participating UMC Conference Foundations. 
For information, go online to  www.umhef.org .  Deadline and application 
criteria are different from Anniston FUMC. 
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Pastors,
 
I am looking forward to sharing the Cheaha District’s Missional Event with you and your congregation on Saturday, 
February 10, 2018 from 10am-2pm at Pell City First UMC.  As you are aware, Dr. Joseph Daniels, Jr., pastor of Emory 
Fellowship UMC, Washington, DC and author of Walking with Nehemiah:  Your Community Is Your Congregation will be 
the presenter.  The cost of this event is $25 which includes refreshments, lunch and a copy of the book.
 
Some of you have already started studies and sermons on the book in preparation for this event and have purchased the 
books. For these individuals, the cost will be $15 and will not include a book.
 
Please register today at: www.umcna.org/reaching.

Blessings,
 
Dr. Clinton Hubbard, Jr., Cheaha District Superintendent
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