COMING

Soon

December 3
TCP Program, Hanging of the Greens 10:50 AM
December 9
Clem Open House, 1:00-5:00 PM
December 10
O Holy Night 6:00 PM
December 13
Happy Birthday Jesus Party, the Bridge, 6:00 PM
Last Wednesday Night Dinner until January 10th
December 17
Lord’s Lefties Piano Quartet, 10:50 AM
December 19
Community Lessons and Carols
5:30 PM Prelude, 6:00 PM Service
December 24
Combined Worship in Sanctuary, 10:50 AM
Traditional Christmas Eve Service 5:00 PM
December 25-26
The Church Office will be closed
December 27
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER
AshSloan26@gmail.com
December 31
Combined Worship, the Bridge, 10:50 AM
January 1
The Church Office will be closed

Sunday Morning Worship Times
8:15: Chapel Worship
9:00: Engage Worship in The Bridge
10:00: Children and Youth
Sunday School(Adult Classes plan their
own starting times)
10:50: Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary
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Christmas Changes Everything
By Dale Clem
I can’t imagine life without Christmas. It’s not the
candles, songs, gifts, parties, vacations which touch
me deeply although they are nice, it is the belief that
the Creator God loves humanity and the earth so
much that he is born among us that changes my view
of life. The Christmas story is like gravity to water
or the dirt to the oak tree. Faith brings order and
direction to life. It is easy to look around and
see problems, but God looks around and sees
the potential. It is easy to see the corruption, selfishness, and greed, but my faith
helps us name it and gives us the courage to work against it. When
God chooses simple people and dignifies Mary and Joseph, we are
reminded that all people have dignity, even people with our names.
All have a role to play, but we must listen to how God is calling us
not just to survive, but to move the world forward. When the
Shepherds are invited to behold glory with an attitude of
wonder, we are awakened to the happiness of seeing through the
eyes of wonder. The gifts of the wise men spark our generosity
and the satisfaction of giving. When we reflect on how the holy
family became refugees fleeing
political oppression, we are touched with compassion and are
reminded to be kind to immigrants and refugees fleeing for
their lives. Christmas teaches us that holiness can occur in
the most unlikely places such as stables, homes, and maybe
even humble churches. Christmas reminds us of blessings of
friends, family, church, food, and this attitude of gratitude
enriches our lives and draws people to us because everyone
hungers to be cherished and appreciated. The resiliency of
the holy family and the message of Jesus’ teaching, death,
and resurrection gives us hope that a better future is
possible in this world and the next. The Christmas story sets
the tone, and gives instructions for our lives, and gives us a
destiny. Christmas changes everything.
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Recognizing Mr. Henry Baugh
By Kyle Bryan
On November 10 at the annual Veteran’s Day Celebration in Birmingham, Alabama, Alabama’s Reserve
Officer Association recognized Mr. Henry Baugh as their Minuteman of the Year, and on Sunday, November
12, Henry was recognized during our Sanctuary Service —along with other veterans within Anniston First’s
congregation—for his service to our country amidst gestures of thanks and gratitude from his family,
friends, and members of Anniston First.
According to Ed Isom, local lawyer and President of Alabama’s Reserve Officer Association, the Reserve
Officer Association was formed following World War I in order “to support the national security interests of the United States" by having
military reserve officers perpetually prepared in case they were to be needed. Every year the Reserve Officer Association of Alabama
presents one distinguished individual who has worked to preserve the security interests of the United States with an award. Previous
recipients of awards from the Alabama Reserve Officer's Association include former Governor Bob Riley and former Senator Jeff
Sessions. Mr. Henry Baugh's bravery is astounding and is quite deserved of this award. During World War II, Henry served as a runner
taking messages from headquarters to companies engaged in combat. His responsibilities inevitably forced him to travel through hostile
enemy fire. He was wounded twice and probably had one of the most difficult jobs.
Anniston First would like to express gratitude and appreciation for Mr. Henry Baugh, his service to our country, and his exemplary
demonstration of sacrifice and selflessness.

REMEMBER OUR MILITARY:
Andrew & Elizabeth Collins • Pete & Leslie Inmon Hudson • Zach St Clair • Kenneth Vandervoort •
Trey Chandler • Dann Robertson
If you know of others to add, please call the church office at 256-236-5605

Gifts Have Been Given to the Following Funds
Bride’s Room:
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Algonquins Study Club.
Choir Fund:
In memory of Mr. John (Bill) Phillips, given by Nancy Payne.
Camp Lee Chapel:
In memory of Sarah Hicks, given by Nancy Payne.
General Budget:
In memory of Dr. Harold Hollingsworth, given by Nancy Payne.
In memory of Mr. Joel Carter, given by Barbara Varnum.
Memorial Fund:
In memory of Mrs. Jo Propst, given by Nancy Payne.
In memory of Mr. Joel Carter, given by Sandy Reid, Mary McLaughlin, Janette Snider, Jim and Sherry Storey, Max Payne,
James S. Nolen, Brooks and Beth Clark, G. Michael Sanders, Mr. and Mrs. Forrest French, and Mr. and Mrs. Craig Waldron.
In memory of Dorothy Heathcock, given by Mary E. Johnson and Fort McClellan Golden Belles, and Bernice Cole.
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Marcella Tucker.
Scholarship Fund:
In memory of LaVelle K. Learner and Dorothy Heathcock, given by Mr. and Mrs. Forrest French.

Confirmation 2018 is upon us, and I am excited to have the opportunity to teach and guide
our new confirmands. Confirmation is offered primarily to 6th graders, but is also open to
Jr. High/Sr. High students. Please contact Cristen Strickland: cristen@annistonfirst.info, if
you have any questions or know of someone that would like to participate in our upcoming
Confirmation Classes, as a confirmand or a mentor. --Pastor Dale Clem

Go Jesus, it's your birthday!
Happy Birthday Party
for

Jesus

FUSE Kids
Christmas FUN Day!
Sunday, December 31st
After Church, at 12:00 PM,

the children will eat pizza for lunch in the Bridge, THEN…

Ice Skating at Railroad Park, followed by a magical drive
through Shadrack's Christmas Wonderland
(Both - Located in Birmingham, AL.)
Est. Cost $20.00 to $25.00 Per Person:

Covers cost of Pizza, Ice Skating, Hot Chocolate, Snacks and Shadrack's Christmas
Wonderland (More Details to Come)

Pick Up Time:
Due to a possible wait time for both activities, we can only give an estimated time for
parents to pick up their children. We hope to be back between 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Mrs. Cristen will send a group text to keep families informed, regarding when to
pick up their child. With that said, if anyone has any pressing
New Year’s Eve plans- please plan accordingly, considering we are unable to give an
exact pickup time.

Dec. 13th at 6:00 PM
in the Bridge
Preschool up to 6th graders.

Traveling:

We hope to take the church bus and vans if needed.
With that said, we might need some families to take their personal vehicles due to
various reasons, such as car seat restrictions, seat availability, etc.
Questions? Contact: Cristen Strickland – cristen@annistonfirst.info

Must reserve you or your child’s spot by:
Friday, December 22nd
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Youth News

Responding to Current Events
Sexual Misconduct and Getting Right with God
By Rev. Dale Clem

A number of persons have asked me what I would say to the many persons who have recently been accused of
sexual assault or sexual misconduct. Before thinking of the perpetrators, I would recognize the courageous men and
women who came forward with truth-telling. I am not saying that all are trustworthy, but in my experience with men
and women who have sat in my office and told me they had been sexually harmed, I know how difficult it is to tell
painful truths. They have described the experience as “the most shameful and worse thing that ever happened to
them.” Anytime a Christian uses their position, power, or influence to harm another sexually is in a betrayal of their
faith. Sadly, lying, cover-up, and a failure to take responsibility for a misstep are as common as Adam and Eve in the
garden. But what would I say to the perpetrator? In the Christian tradition, when we have strayed from the path of
holiness, we admit our misstep, repent, and do restitution. I developed a worksheet years ago to use with persons
who made mistakes and want to get right with God. It asks ten questions:

Give Thanks Retreat

Ignite Student Ministries hosted a retreat on
Tuesday, November 21st at Camp Lee. It was a
great time of all. The students learned that living a
life of attitude of gratitude means that you live in a
way that shows thankfulness for everything - both
in the good and bad circumstances. We would like
to thank all the adults that volunteered to help make
this evening special.

1. What type of wrongs, mistakes, or sins do you seek forgiveness?
2. Name the people involved?

Cook Off & Dessert Auction

Ignite Student Ministries is hosting their annual Chili Cook-Off
and Dessert Auction Wednesday, December 6th with all proceeds
going toward the Summer Mission Trip. There will be no cost to
enter, and awards will be given for 1st place, 2nd place, 3rd place,
and "Peoples Choice." If anyone is interested in entering their
famous chili recipe for the judges or if you would like to bring
your favorite dessert for the silent auction, please contact Mark
Kilgore. We look forward to seeing you there!!

3. Have you sought forgiveness from God?
4. Have you sought forgiveness from those you hurt?
5. What is the proper restitution in this case?
6. When do you plan to make restitution?
7. Have you forgiven yourself?
8. Have you forgiven others involved?
9. Have you prayed a prayer of blessing for them?

Ignite Student Ministries Annual
Christmas Party

Ignite Student Ministries will host its annual
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 17th.
Food, Fun, and Fellowship.

10. Have you confessed your sin to trustworthy brothers and sisters and had them pray for you that you might be
healed? (James 5:16).
Sometimes I fear we expect to get right with God nonchalantly without taking our sin too seriously. In our Church,
we have a Safe Sanctuary policy and training with all persons working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
In the North Alabama Conference, we have Ministerial Integrity Training which pastors must attend every few years.
United Methodists take sexual harassment and misconduct very seriously. We have a trained response team ready to
be advocates for victims and to bring healing to churches where a misconduct has occurred. I hope that businesses
and government agencies will put adequate procedures and policies in place for their employees. It would be safe to
say that none of the men in the news who have been accused of sexual misconduct would be allowed to serve as a
pastor in the UMC.
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December mission emphasis is The United Methodist Children’s Home.
On Christmas Eve, we will have our Special White Christmas Offering.

The United Methodist Children’s Home was established in 1871 to care for children orphaned during the Civil
War and has evolved to help children and families as their needs grow and change.

Dec. 10th at 6:00 PM: O HOLY NIGHT :
Our church’s annual Christmas Celebration presented by the many music ensembles. Nursery
(babies to age 5) will be available starting at 5:15 PM.

Dec. 13th at 6:00 PM:
Happy Birthday Jesus Party, in The Bridge. Preschool up to 6th graders.

Dec. 17th at 10:50 AM:
The Lord’s Lefties Piano Quartet will be the featured music with Rev. Davis Johnson preaching.

Dec. 19th Community Lessons and Carols with special guest the Noble Camerata.
5:30 PM Organ Prelude and 6:00 Service. Contact Christopher Henley if you wish to participate
or need further information. chris@annistonfirst.info. Our offering will go to the Hannah Clem
Scholarship Fund, which provides children within our immediate community access to childcare
that they wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford.

Dec. 20th Christmas Caroling
Christmas Caroling, please see Kathy if you are interested.
kathy@annistonfirst.info or 256-453-2764

We now place children into safe and loving foster care homes while helping to restore family relationships;
prepare young adults who are still in Georgia’s foster care system to make positive life decisions and become
productive citizens; and strengthen and preserve families, including by providing housing and support to families
at risk of homelessness.
Our goal is always to help children and families find a place they can call home. This typically comes through
reunification, adoption or developing the life skills to stand on their own.
We work to provide redemptive healing services that bring meaningful change to the lives of children and families. Grounded by scripture and the tradition of the church, we seek to bring the wholeness of God’s love to
persons through Christ.

Ways to Give

The Children’s Home restores children and families from trauma through Jesus Christ. Your gift will make a
tangible difference in the lives of those we serve. Thank you!
$50 – could provide clothing and supplies for children new to foster care.
$75 – could provide job interview clothing for one of our family housing or transitional living program residents,
as they work to better their livelihood.
$100 – could set up a young adult in his or her first apartment with household necessities.
$200 – could house a college-age youth with no home to return to during a break from school.
$1000 – could provide a family with stable housing in our campus apartments, keeping them intact and
preventing homelessness.

SAVE THE DATE

Dec. 24th at 10:50 AM:
Combined worship in the Sanctuary with members of all 3 of our Children’s Choirs leading a
Service of Lessons and Carols “Come to the Manger.”

Dec. 24th at 5:00 PM:
Traditional family-friendly service which includes children reenacting the Nativity, complete with
costumes, carols, communion, and candle-lighting. Special music begins
at 4:30. Nursery (babies to age 5) will be available starting at 4:15 PM.

Dec. 31st at 10:50 AM:
Combined worship in The Bridge. There is Sunday School.

Sunday Morning Position Opening

Beginning January 1, 2018, we have an opening.
Our Staff/Pastor/Relations Committee is looking for a person who
can help open the church, turn off alarms, put up welcome and
parking signs, make sure altar rails and podium are ready in the
Bridge, make coffee and unlock classrooms on Sunday mornings.
The work begins at 7:00 AM and then lock up following the
services. The pay is 6 hours for $60 per Sunday.
Interested persons, please contact:
Laura Reaves in the church office, or Pastor Dale Clem.
256-236-5605 • laura@annistonfirst.info • dale@annistonfirst.info

December 31st: Worship will be at 10:50 AM in The
Bridge, There is Sunday School.
January 7th: Farm Church
January 7th: Confirmation begins at 5:00 PM.
Janurary 10th: Wednesday Night Dinner & Children’s
Choir’s begin again
January 21st: 3:30 PM Committee Leaders
Orientation, 4:00 PM Committee and Team,
5:00 PM Board of Stewards
Janurary 28th: Evensong at 5:15 PM

