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The Rhythm of Generosity
by Dale Clem

The Bible comforts us, makes us feel good like holding our hands, 
but it also does some finger pointing. By developing a rhythm of 
continually practicing the tenants of the Christian faith, they 
become as natural to us as brushing our teeth or driving a car.  
Generosity is one of the Christian practices that becomes natural 
to us. We live in a tight-fisted world where we expect good to 
come to us.  We create our caves, and fill them with goods, and 

then stand guard protecting them. Our spiritual nature, however, understands that 
good does not come to us but flows from us into the world. Love calls us to exchange 
our grasping for giving. Both large and small acts of generosity are multiplied and 
passed forward as lives are touched and empowered to share out of what they have 
received. Giving is one of the miracles of life because sharing brings out the best in who 
God created us to be. When one of our most profound desires is to make another happy 
or to help their lives become transformed, then we experience the joy of giving. When 
we are aware of all the blessings we have received, it is out of gratitude that we choose 
to return the gift.    

When it comes to giving a portion of our resources, or tithes to the Lord, many 
scripture verses feel like finger pointing. There is a parable about a landowner and 
tenant farmer who refused to pay the rent to the landowner.  It doesn’t end well for the 
farmer who refused.  All we have is what God has given us. We are simply trustees, and 
God asks for a tithe. A primary question for us is--do we think what we have is ours or 
God’s?   Pray that God will help you be wise in the use of your money. It is not only 
wise to save some for retirement but also to use some now by generously supporting 
your church. 
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Rhythm of Generosity
Developing a Lifestyle of Giving

SoonCOMINGSoonCOMING

November 5
Farm Church 
4:00-6:00 PM

November 10-11
Leading with Soul Workshop

Novemeber 12
Smoked Turkey Order Deadline

November 13
Church Office Closed-Veterans Day

Novemeber 15
UMW Bake Sale

November 17
Soli Deo Gloria-Chris Henley, Organist
7:00 PM Sanctuary

November 19
Stewardship Sunday-Rev. Billy York Preaching

Community Thanksgiving Service
St. Michaels at 4:00 PM

November 22
Pick up and PAY, Smoked Turkey Orders
8:00 AM at the Ark at Camp Lee.

November 23 & 24
Thanksgiving-Church Office Closed

November 24
Deadline for December Newsletter
AshSloan26@gmail.com

November 29
Board of Stewards Meeting-6:00 PM

Sunday Morning Worship Times
8:15: Chapel Worship
9:00: Engage Worship in The Bridge
10:00: Children and Youth 
Sunday School(Adult Classes plan their 
own starting times)
10:50: Traditional Worship 
 in the Sanctuary
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At AFUMC, we will offer a confirmation class beginning in January 2018. This is for our 
6th graders, but is always open to our Jr. and Senior High students that have not had the 
opportunity to be confirmed. It is always an exciting time of growth for all involved. Please 
contact Cristen Strickland, Children's Director, if you have any questions or would like 
for your child/teenager to experience confirmation at Anniston First.

Children’s Sabbath Day
Ian

Caballero 
- Jr. Usher 

Catcher 
Jenkins 

- Jr. Usher 

Pastor Dale enjoying playing the bells with the children’s choirs. 

Mrs. Kathy playing for
Noli Moon and Liam Wilson’s 
wonderful duet. 

All of the children 
did a great job and 

we are very thankful 
for the many ways 

they serve at 
Anniston First UMC.
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Rev. Billy York will be our Stewardship Speaker on November 19, 2017.  Billy and 
Sally York spent 12 years in Anniston: six as pastor at Anniston First (1981-1987) 
and six as District Superintendent (1987-1993).  He said, “Our family had a 
wonderful experience at Anniston First and really enjoyed the people.”  While he 
was the pastor, their son, Matt went to Anniston High School and his senior year 
was the drum major of the band. Sally taught in the Anniston City Schools.  
During his tenure as senior pastor, the dream was begun for the Children’s Place, 
the church celebrated its centennial with the publication of a historical booklet, 
the Acker Chapel was razed and the current chapel rebuilt to be more modern 
and handicapped accessible.  After leaving the Anniston District, Rev. York went 
to be pastor of Trinity UMC in Birmingham before he retired to Albertville. After 

being elected to General Conference several times, he was elected first in the delegation and selected to be 
the Episcopal Candidate from our conference. For many years, he was not only a leader in our conference 
but the General Church.  He will be preaching in all three worship services.

Rev. Billy York to be Stewardship Speaker November 19.

“When I became a leader in the church, I realized that the church couldn't 
exist without regular givers. Betty and I have been regular givers since that 
time. When we moved to NHC place we feared our giving would have to 
decrease, but thankfully we can contribute at the same rate, even though we 
are unable to participate in the activities.”   -Ralph Bolt

“I use the bank draft method of contributing, and my contribution comes out 
of my bank account automatically – I just deduct it at the beginning of each 
month. The one thing I have noticed is that since I have committed to tithe 
10% of my income, I have never had to worry about money, I have always 
had enough.”    -Mary Larson

Why I give to the Church?
“I give to the church because the church gives to me. The church more than 
anyone or anyting else has given me joy, hope, faith, and salvation. 
How could I not give to the church?”   -R.D.Pitts
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GIFTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS

Bride’s Room:
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Robin Cooper.

Camp Lee Chapel Fund:
In memory of Mr. John (Bill) Phillips, given by Mrs. Lila H. Hamilton.
In memory of Mr. Art Moore, given by Lee and Judy London.
In memory of Mr. Pete Velez and Mr. Joe Velez, given by Lucille V. Askew.
In honor of Mrs. Lila H. Hamilton, given by Ray and Linda Jenkins.
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins and Dr. Harold Hollingsworth, given by Les and Marjorie Pair.
In memory of Mr. Art Moore, given by David and Margaret Copeland.
In memory of Mrs. Jo Propst, given by Jana and Jim Tyson.
In honor of Bob and David Propst, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McDade, and Mrs. Dot Grove, given by Jana and Jim Tyson.

Camp Lee Endowment Fund:
In memory of Mr. Art Moore, given by Mr. and Mrs. Shelby Starling, Jr.

General Budget:
In memory of Mr. John (Bill) Phillips, given by Lee and Judy London.
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Mrs. Lila H. Hamilton.
In memory of Dr. Harold Hollingsworth, given by Anne and Bob Jackson.
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by James and Gina Nolen, and Oil Recovery Co., Inc. of Alabama.
In memory of Mrs. Jo Propst, given by Mary P. Acker.

Memorial Fund:
In memory of Mrs. Jo Propst, given by Eugene and Rhonda Cole, and Upper Room Sunday School Class.
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Nell A. Cobb, Susan N. Nuckolls, and Lela Sarrell.
In memory of Dr. Harold Hollingsworth, given by Lela Sarrell, Dr. and Mrs. Dan Fockele, and Mary M. McLaughlin.
In memory of Mrs. Frances Orand, given by Mary M. McLaughlin.

Music Fund:
In memory of Mrs. Mary Kathryn Murphy, given by Lee and Judy London.
In memory of “Big Al” Rothwell, given by Buford Matthews, and Stephanie and Derek Jewell.
In memory of Mary Kathryn Murphy, given by Buford Matthews, and Stephanie and Derek Jewell.
In honor of Brian Rothwell, Tom Smith, Lee London, and Grant Paris, given by Buford Matthews, and Stephanie and 
Derek Jewell.

Student Scholarship Fund
In memory of Mrs. Jean Collins, given by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Leake.

The Children’s Place
In memory of Mr. John (Bill) Phillips, given by Bob and Louise Smith.

UMCOR/Irma
In honor of Mary Larson, given by Katelyn Ferguson.

REMEMBER OUR MILITARY:
Andrew & Elizabeth Collins • Pete & Leslie Inmon Hudson •  Zach St Clair • Kenneth Vandervoort • Trey Chandler • 
Dann Robertson

If you know of others to add, please call the church office at 256-236-5605

Youth News
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Upcoming Events/Fundraisers
Chili Cook-off / Dessert Auction 

• Wednesday, December 6th

Arilyn Pool (5th)
 Emmitt Pinson (3rd)

Lilah Strickland (3rd)
Major Moorer (3rd)

 Samantha Holcomb  (3rd)
Sara Caroline Katz (5th) 

"Children with Mrs. Dana" 

 ·2017 Bible Presentation·

Now taking orders for 

approximately 8lbs turkey breast. 

 

$30.00 each

Email Lee Taylor to reserve your turkey breasts at

 leetaylor@cableone.net 

no later than Sunday, Nov 12th.

Pick up and PAY Wednesday, Nov 22nd 

at 8:00 AM in front of the Ark at Camp Lee.

We have extra turkey breasts this year, so if anyone 

has any friends that might want one, give 

them the information to order.

But wait! 

There’s more! 
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A warm welcome to 
Janelle Cassidy.

A warm welcome to 
Pastor Kyle’s wife, 

Leann on joining the 
church, along with 

their daughter Lucy 
Sophia being 

baptized!

A warm welcome to 
The Pool Family

(Kendall, Jennifer, Coren, 
Kaelyn, and Arilyn).

A warm welcome to Andrew, 
Lucy, and daughter 

Martha Morris . 

A warm welcome to 
Linda Wakefield 

(pictured with husband Jim).

A warm welcome to Tim Hill 
(Pictured with wife Dodie Hill).
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Rita Wells left this earth on May 27, 2017, after 91 years of working for and giving 
to others.  A native of Lincoln, Al, Rita lived most of her life in Anniston.  After high 
school graduation in Lincoln and Anniston Business College, Rita attended JSU and 
was well prepared for her Army Civil Service work at the POW Camp at Ft. McClel-
lan and other work at both the Fort and Anniston Army Depot.  After retirement in 
1979, Rita made a second volunteer career serving the people of Anniston through 
civic and community organizations:  the Anniston Soup Kitchen, Special Olympics, 
Meals on Wheels, Voluntary Action Center, DHR Energy Assistance Program, and 
Child Abuse Prevention Puppet Program Coordinator. Rita Wells did much for our 

church family with her work in children's Sunday school for about 25 years, serving 
as Coordinator of Children's Ministry at the local and district level of the United Methodist Church, and 
helping to coordinate the PAWS program where approved pets may visit in nursing and assisted-living 
homes.  Some of us may not realize that Rita also served in her local United Methodist Women's (UMW) 
unit here as well as holding office at the UMW district and conference levels.Many activities had to take a 
back seat when husband Hoyt Wells suffered a stroke in November of 1988.  Rita spent the next 13 years 
helping Hoyt live as fully as possible until his death in 2001.  After some time, Rita returned to regular 
church and Sunday school attendance with the Neysa Coker Sunday school class. Fellow members of 
AFUMC and AFUM Women wish to honor and remember Rita Wells as a remarkable woman and member.

Remembering and Honoring,

Delores Pierce, a UMW Member

 RITA WELLS:  
A MULTI-FACETED MEMBER OF OUR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
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A new study released by the “unstuckgroup,”  a consulting firm that helps churches get “unstuck” reveals some current 
trends among churches.  Among those surveyed, average attendance is up 5.2% over last year, and the increase is 
coming from persons who were previously not in church.  Two-thirds of churches only offer a contemporary service. It 

is growing trend for churches to not only have multiple services but multiple sites: one church in six has moved to more 
than one location or 16%. In the area of volunteer engagement, I am not sure the percentage of our members who 
serve monthly, but nationally, 45% of the congregation is serving in a church ministry once a month.  In the area of 
small groups, 55% of congregants are involved in small groups which meet weekly, and the largest number of small 

groups are meeting in homes and not in the local church. At AFUMC, our average Sunday School attendance is 77 
with an average worship attendance at 313 which is 25%. Only 17% of churches only offer Sunday School, and 50% 

of churches only offer small groups in homes.  Nationally, salaries for full-time staff are 52% of the total budget. At 
AFUMC, it is 29%.  The full time staff ratio to attendance at AFUMC is 1:62 (counting the associate position), whereas 
nationally it is 1:64. Nationally, the number of part-time staff is 50%, and at AFUMC it is 83%. In giving, at AFUMC, the 

average weekly gift of youth and adult attendees is $58 and Nationally, it is $54, so our giving is strong.  

New Pictorial Directory!
     

 A lot has changed in the last few years! We want you to be a part of our new directory. 

Schedule your appointment TODAY! Book early to get your preferred time!
 Call the church office at 256-236-5605 and Laura will reserve your appointment. 

Photography Dates: December 1st - 10th
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“2017 Fall Festival was a chilly one, but a good time was had by all. Lots of laughter 
echoed around the Genesis Lodge, which made for a blessed evening. We sure do 
appreciate everyone braving the cold weather, to ultimately provide an amazing 

experience for the children.”

- Cristen Strickland
Children’s Director Anniston First UMC
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Soli Deo Gloria Series: 

On Friday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m., Anniston First organist, Christopher Henley, will present a solo recital of 
seasonal organ music in the sanctuary of Anniston FUMC. Sacred and classical works will be performed, as well as 
Johann Sebastian Bach's Trio Sonata No. 3 in d minor. This concert is a part of the Soli Deo Gloria Concert Series 

and is free and open to the public. Donations to the Soli Deo Gloria Concert Series are gladly accepted! 

Shepherd’s Table is a community outreach 
ministry of Anniston First currently 

serving breakfast for roughly ten to fifteen 
individuals experiencing food insecurity. 
While ten to fifteen individuals join us 

in-house for breakfast and worship with us 
during the Engage Service, thirty more 

plates are carried to individuals within the 
community. We need 3-4 volunteers every 

Sunday to set up and serve breakfast, 
beginning at 7:15 AM with clean up at 

8:45 AM.  Tables are already set out; and 
the food is already provided, volunteers are 
only asked to prepare and serve the meal. 

The meal is served at 8:30 AM.
Jean Smith will work with first-time 

volunteers. Please contact Student Pastor 
Davis Johnson for information about 
serving in this ministry. Any church 

members are welcome to join in the meal, 
in which case a donation would be greatly 
appreciated. We look forward to serving 

with you!

Davis’s contact information:
Phone: (615) 686-3313

Email: davis.johnson@emory.edu 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
FOR SHEPHERD’S TABLE


