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August 6, All Three Services 
Scholarship Recipients Celebration 

August 6, Community Enabler 
Taster Feast in the Bridge 

August 6, 5:00 p.m. 
Lee Farm Family Fun and Vespers 

August 20, 12:30 p.m. 
Visitors Lunch at Camp Lee 

August 27, 2:00 p.m., District Picnic 
at Camp Lee 

 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Anniston First now has two additional 

handicapped parking spaces on the 

East side of Noble Street. (across the 

street from the Sanctuary) 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Times 

  8:15 Chapel Worship 
  9:00 Engage Worship in the Bridge 
10:00 Children and Youth Sunday 
School (Adult Classes plan their 
own starting times) 
10:50 Traditional Worship in the 
Sanctuary  

COMING THIS FALL ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS... 

ANNISTON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The Monthly Messenger 
            AUGUST 2017 

VOLUME 54, ISSUE 8 

A church member recently told me that the greatest joy of their Christian Life was to 
realize that God was working through their efforts to actually touch the lives of others. 
Though serving as a lay person, they are a priest and experience the joy of knowing 
that God‘s grace and love is being shared through their efforts. Their testimony re-
minded me that sometimes, we may not realize how God is at work through our 
words, actions, and leadership.  We may not even know how God has moved through 
us. We all have gifts to share which God can use in amazing ways.  Each person, 
whether young or old has something to offer so that God‘s love and grace is brought 

into the world.  When we make ourselves available, God blesses us to become a priest or minister.   As 1 
Peter 2:5 states, ―You are being made into a holy priesthood.‖  Our Christian formation is not for our-
selves, but for the sake of others. Persons who get the most out of their Christian life and church experi-
ence do three things.  They loyally participate in worship to feed their souls and be part of a larger com-
munity of faithful.  They have a place of regular service, and third, they are part of a small group where 
they share their lives and care for one another. Are you doing all three of these things? 
 
Do you have a place to serve?  Are you part of a small group where you watch over others in love and 
allow them to know you well enough to watch over you?  If you look through this newsletter, you will 
see that our church has many opportunities to serve.  Perhaps you could gather some friends and pitch 
in to help in some area.   To help train and empower persons for leadership and service, I will be teach-
ing the basic ―Lay-Servants Training‖ certification course this Fall on Wednesday Nights. I would like to 
see Anniston First have 25 certified lay-servants who have gone through this course and who can iden-
tify their ministry of service. Please join us!   

NEWCOMER LUNCH AT 
CAMP LEE 

August 20, 12:30 PM  

at Camp Lee Dining Hall,  

70 Camp Lee Road 
If you are new to the church, we 

would like to invite you to lunch to  

meet new friends, and spend time 

with Pastor Dale and Pastor Kyle.  

There will be time for questions and 

answers.  Kevin McDade, the director 

of Camp Lee, will share all that is tak-

ing place at Camp and offer a tour 

which includes the location at Lee 

Farm where the new chapel will be 

built.  Pastor Dale will lead a hike on 

the Brother B or Matt’s trail to anyone 

who would like to hike. 

SAVE THE DATE 



Most of us are familiar with the term ―millennial,‖ which is used by pundits, preachers, politi-
cians, and countless others—often times pejoratively—to describe the now largest living age 
group in America who were born between the mid to early 1980s and the late 1990s or early 
2000s. Many millennials are our grandchildren, nieces, nephews, sons, and daughters and ac-
cording to countless sociological studies—they are becoming increasingly unaffiliated with the 
Church, uninterested in organized religion, and ambivalent toward Christianity. According to 
the Pew Research Center, ―Fully one-in-four adults under age 30 (25%) are unaffiliated, describ-

ing their religion as ‗atheist,‘ ‗agnostic‘ or ‗nothing in particular.‘" While this should certainly be shocking for 
those of us within the Church, we should not lose heart, but rather, we should rejoice at ―plentiful harvest‖ now 
before the Church of today. After all, as United Methodists or more particularly Wesleyans, we believe that the 
Holy Spirit‘s presence in the lives of individuals goes well before our own actions and attempts to share the 
Good News with them. As the Apostle Peter discovered in Acts 10, God had already been at work in the life of 
the Gentile Roman centurion Cornelius long before Peter had his vision of God‘s expansive vision for humanity 
and the world, which revealed that more than just the Jew was to be redeemed. Not too much has changed since 
Peter had his life-changing epiphany that altered the course of his life and Christianity—the Spirit is still present 
among those who would describe themselves unaffiliated, ambivalent, or even antagonistic with regards to Chris-
tianity. The same Spirit that opened the eyes of Peter and was present in Cornelius‘s life before Peter ever arrived 
is now summoning us to respond to her presence among the millennials in our midst. 

 
Therefore, we are launching a new worship experience at 6:00 
PM on Sunday, August 6 at Lee Farm Barn called Farm Church 
designed specifically for young families who struggle to attend 
Sunday morning services after working long hours in the work-
place. Often out of necessity, young 
millennial families are required to 
have both parents in the workforce, 
place their children in childcare fa-
cilities such as our own The Chil-
dren‘s Place, and juggle work sched-
ules and children‘s sporting activi-
ties, which often results in ex-
hausted, overworked, and exasper-
ated families by the weekend. I can‘t 
imagine why we would want to 
sleep in on Sunday mornings! Our 
hope is that this new worship ser-
vice that seeks to incorporate and 
include every member of the family rather than isolating mem-
bers into appropriate age classes will be renewing for young 
families who struggle to find time to be with one another, with 
God, and with other young families like themselves. If you 
know young families who would benefit from this new expres-
sion of church, please pass along one of our flyers or personally 
offer to take them to Farm Church on August 6 at Lee Farm 
Barn. 

DO YOU KNOW A MILLENNIAL? 
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Farm Church  
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REMEMBER OUR MILITARY  

Thank You 

GIFTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING 

Andrew & Elizabeth Collins 
Pete & Leslie Inmon Hudson 
Jeremy Sollami 
Zach St Clair 
Kenneth Vandervoort 
 
If you know of others to add, please call the church office at 256-236-5605. 

 

Camp Lee Chapel Fund 
 In memory of Mary Kathryn Murphy, given by Grove Sunday School Class. 
 In honor of Rev. Kyle Bryan, given by Christopher Henley. 
 In memory of Arthur Moore and John (Bill) Phillips, given by Tom and Carolyn Hamilton. 
 In memory of Arthur Moore, given by John and Becky Hollingsworth. 
 In honor of Donna Bankson, given by Becky Hollingsworth. 
 In memory of John (Bill) Phillips, given by Virginia Parker. 
 In honor of Marjorie Tanner, given by her ―Creed‖ Bible Study Group. 
 In memory of Arthur Moore, given by Norman and Rita Youngblood. 
 In memory of Martha Vandervoort, given by Irmgard C. Powell. 
 In memory of Arthur Moore and Bettie Moore, given by Amy Copeland. 
 
Community Enabler 
 In honor of Dr. Tom Smith, given by L. H. Carre Sunday School Class. 
 In honor of Buford Matthews, given by Stephanie and Derek Jewell. 
 
General Budget 
In memory of John (Bill) Phillips, given by Shirley Nordstrom. 
In memory of my mentor of carving John (Bill) Phillips, given by Nancy Grace. 
 
Hannah Clem Scholarship Fund 
 In memory of John (Bill) Phillips, given by L. H. Carre Sunday School Class. 
 In memory of John (Bill) Phillips, given by Bill and Ellie Hagler. 
 
Meals on Wheels 
 In honor of Bill Hagler, given by L. H. Carre Sunday School Class. 
 
Music Fund 
 In honor of LaNelle Phillips, given by Nancy Grace. 
 In memory of , given by Virginia Parker. 
 In memory of Mary Kathryn Murphy, given by Robin Cooper. 
 In memory of John (Bill) Phillips, given by Carol Shepherd. 
 

Prayer is sitting 
in the silence 
until it silences 
us, choosing 
gratitude until 
we are grateful, 
and praising 
God until we 
ourselves are 
an act of praise.   
 
Richard Rohr 
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THE CHILDREN’S PLACE DAYCARE FUNDRAISER 

 

 
Thank you for awarding me the scholarship.  I am greatly thankful for being awarded this honor.  It will be benefi-
cial toward my education.  May God bless you. 
Precious Kufarimai 

Thank you so much for awarding me a scholarship!  Your contribution to my education means the world to me, 
and I am so honored to be a recipient.  The church has always held a special place in my heart, and it will continue 
to.  It is my second home, safe haven, and what I look forward to most during the week.  I promise to not let the 
church or this committee down during and after my time at Auburn.  With much love and many thanks,  
Korie Burgess 

AFUMC, Thank you for raising me and teaching me about God.  I‘ve been given a great foundation and have been 
set up with opportunities towards success!  The scholarship awarded is a blessing a much appreciated.  
– Love Coby Booth. 

Dear FUMC Scholarship Committee and Church,  My dream of attending nursing school is moving forward, 
thanks to generous educational scholarships like yours.  I will begin my sophomore year at Jacksonville State Uni-
versity this fall.  Your generosity gives me the opportunity to earn skills that will serve the medical community.  
Thank you for this award!  Sara Connell 

 

Thank You  

THANK YOU 

COLLEGE STUDENT? 
A new school year is beginning, and we would like to keep up with the College students by keeping them in touch 
with the church and things that are going on at home. 
If you have child or Grandchild going to college or in college,  please send their new school address to me at 
goboom@bellsouth.net.             Thank you, Diane Wood 

Four different boxes: 
 
 Thanks & Blank Box 
 All Occasion Box #1 
 All Occasion Box #2 
 The Kids Birthday Box 
 
Each box is $30.00. 
 
Order display is located near 
Ms. Rita‘s office at TCP. 

While I am excited to begin serving as your new associate pastor, I wanted to take a moment to thank you for yet 
again awarding me with an academic scholarship to Emory‘s Candler School of Theology for the 2017-2018 aca-
demic year. Both Leann and I are deeply grateful for the financial assistance provided by the scholarship. Receiving 
the scholarship last year was incredibly helpful, and I anticipate it assisting in alleviating the cost of seminary once 
more.  Thank you!  Pastor Kyle Bryan 
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Mission/service 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED  

Our missions team is collecting school supplies during August 
which we will share with New Life UMC and Community Enabler 
Developer. Supplies needed include 12‘ Ruler, 3-ring binder, black 
dry erase markers, #2 pencils, loose leaf ruled paper, calculator, 
folders with brads, pencil sharpener, pencil box or bag, scissors,  
spiral notebooks, black pens, blue pens, red pens, highlighter.  
Please bring your supplies to any of our three church services or  
to the church office by August 30th.  

COMMUNITY ENABLER TASTERS FEAST AUGUST 6, 3:00-6:00 
Each year tables of excellent food circle the wall of the bridge.  Persons can go from 
table to table and taste a little or a lot of fantastic food prepared by local restaurants 
and individuals.  The food is donated, and tickets are only $10. The money raised  
supports the ministry of the Community Enabler Developer, a United Methodist 
Agency which serves the needy in our area.  Maudine Holloway is the director of  
this ministry which  gives away food, clothing, furniture, sewing supplies and helps  
persons with utilities as they can.  They have a thrift store which recently was  
damaged by fire.  Please come out and support this ministry and enjoy the food! 

 

12-STEP  CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
Do you have a passion for being with persons or 
helping persons who are working to overcome 
their hurts, habits, and hang-ups in the context of 
the Christ-centered 12-step program?  A hurt, 
habit, or hang-up is anything which keeps us 
from realizing our full potential as a person.  
They can knock us off the path God has for us.  
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered program based on the 12-steps with accompanying scripture and eight  
biblical principles based on the Beatitudes which offers participants a clear path of salvation and discipleship  
bringing hope, freedom, sobriety, healing and the opportunity to give back one day at a time.  If you are  
interested in serving on a Celebrate Recovery Team at Anniston FUMC, please contact Pastor Dale Clem at 
dale@annistonfirst.info or 256-337-2507. 

ANNISTON SOUP BOWL AUGUST 23-25 
―Feeding the Hungry‖ is part of the mandate for Christians. Our church is respon-
sible for volunteers at the Anniston Soup Bowl August 23-25.  The Soup Bowl is 
located just blocks from our church on 15th St. If you would like to volunteer, 
contact Laura in the church office at laura@annistonfirst.info or 256-236-5605. 
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“FOOLS 4 CHRIST” 

Youth NEWS 

If you look on social media, you will see that many youth and their families spent the 
week of July 4th traveling to see relatives or spending time at the beach or lake. But if 
you look within our church you will see a group of 25 students and 7 adults spending 
their week as "Fools 4 Christ" working on homes in rural Sumter county thru ARM. 
ARM is known as Alabama Rural Ministry and began in 1998 in Sumter County, Ala-
bama  as a pilot project through the University of West Alabama's  Wesley Foundation 
(United Methodist Campus Ministry) and Auburn University. Founded by, Lisa Pierce, 
there was a heart and desire for two things: to minister to families on limited and fixed 
incomes in the rural parts of the community and to create intentional missionial and dis-
cipleship encounters between all those involved. 
 
Our youth spent the week divided into four different teams serving at 5 different loca-
tions. Team #1 led by John Fuller and Sandra Spilman spent the week at Ms. Eades 
home repairing siding and replacing windows and doors. 
 
 

       
Team #2 led by Marcus Strickland had a very challenging week building a porch, replacing subflooring and repair-
ing bathroom plumbing at Mr. Bell's home. 
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UMM & UMW news 

 METHODIST MEN MEETING 

                                      BREAKFAST/BRUNCH WITH EXTENDED SALAD AND FRUIT BAR 

                                                                              August 26    

10:00 AM in the Grove Dining Hall at Camp Lee 

All men and women of our community are invited to attend. 

Cost $5 for the meal. 
Call the church office to make a reservation at 256-236-5605 or email laura@annistonfirst.info. 

                                                                  Guest Speaker:  Jim Garmon 
      Jim, a graduate of Anniston High School and Jacksonville State University, is retiring in July after a 43-year career as an inde-
pendent  insurance agent. He is a member and deacon at Parker Memorial Baptist Church. Jim and his wife of 45 years (Belinda) 
have been life-long residents of Anniston. They have recently moved to Ross Bridge in Hoover to be close to their daughters and 
their families.                                                                                            Hosted by UMM 

  

  

 

“GOD IS CALLING US FORWARD” 
Taken from the July-August 2017 RESPONSE MAGAZINE.  Excerpts from articles by Shannon Priddy, Presi-
dent and Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary, United Methodist Women (UMW): 

―One of the expectations of a Wesleyan faith is that our discipleship leads us to 
action.  I am grateful to be part of a community in which each one of us is 
called to make a difference in the world, to exercise compassion and to work 
for justice.  This is not just the responsibility of the ordained or those serving 
in a particular committee; it is to be a way of life.  Each one of us is 
called.  United Methodist Women is one way that we join together to do this 
and amplify our impact.‖ (Harriett Jane Olson) 
 

―United Methodist Women are faith, hope and love in action.  Be intentional with our faith, your hope, your love 
and your action.  Choose your faith and watch it grow.  Pray with God and be in relationship with others.  The 
world needs women organized for mission.‖  (Shannon Priddy) 
 
Our very own UMW unit consists now of three groups who meet on a monthly basis to learn, grow, and serve our 
church, community and world.  You are invited to join us at our yearly UMW Salad Supper on Tuesday, August 
22 at 530pm at the Bridge.  Bring a friend and a salad or dessert.  The more the merrier! 
                God Bless, Delores Pierce a UMW member  

United Methodist Women Salad Supper 

August 22 

All ladies are invited  

to attend!  Bring a  

friend and your  

favorite recipe to share. 

5:30 PM in  

the Bridge 

1400 Noble 

 METHODIST WOMEN MEETING 
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Children’s News  

PACK THE CHURCH WAS A  SUCCESS! 

SUMMER FUN DAY  
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Youth NEWS 

Team #3 led by Jeff Lee and Gail Tillman found themselves in a fog of sheetrock dust all week repairing ceilings 
throughout the Johnson family home 
 

                         
 

And finally Team #4 led by Mark Kilgore and Kelly Huie spent the week at two different locations where they  
replaced a ceiling, repaired walls, and finished a deck at Ms. Crockett's home and then painted a bedroom and  
replaced a rear entry door at Ms. Brantley's home. 
 

                     
 

Through all the many challenges of work at the homes the mission team was able to spend lots of time together 
sharing stories, playing games, and fellowshipping Christ with new friends. The team would like to thank the 
church family for their unending support thru prayer and donations that made this trip one of the best ever!    1 
Corinthians 4: 8-13   #fools4christ 
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Ways to serve  

EVANGELISM TEAM 
Associate Pastor Kyle Bryan is heading up the evangelism team.  He is looking for persons who will help him de-
liver a welcome mug to the door of individuals who visit our church.  He also is looking for people who can help 
newcomers get incorporated into small groups and a place of meaningful service. If interested, Contact Kyle:  
kyle@annistonfirst.info or 256-453-8453. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL TEAMS 
We have two teams which provide set-up, a good meal and who cleans up on Wednesday nights, but we are in 
need of two more teams. Nan and Ronnie Higginbotham lead a team, and Jean and Dan Smith lead a team.  Each 
team works one Wednesday night a month. If you would like to serve on a team or organize a team or even cook 
one Wednesday night in the Fall,  please contact Laura in the church office at 256-236-5605 or 
laura@annisontfirst.info.  It is fun to work together, and serve others.   
 

ENGAGE SERVICE BREAKFAST: SHEPHERD’S TABLE 
Our church would like to serve a light breakfast in the bridge one Sunday Morning a month for those in need as a 
part of our hospitality and service. We would like to begin this ministry in September.  If you would like to serve 
on this team, please contact Rev. Dale Clem:  dale@annistonfirst.info or 256-337-2507. 
 

ENGAGE HOSPITALITY TEAM 
Welcoming guests from the parking lot, through the doors, and into the worship space is vital to present an atmos-
phere of hospitality.  We are forming a team specifically for the Engage service which will identify greeters to hand 
out bulletins, welcome persons as they come through the doors, make sure coffee and juice are available in a visi-
ble place (and cleaned up), pass the offering baskets, and help visitors feel at home. Team members will write 
down the names of guests and give them to Pastor Kyle. Please prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to 
be a part of this team and its rotating crew, which will begin its work August 13! If interest, please contact Chris 
Abernathy 256-453-99, Jason Wright 256-225-1047, or the church office.  
 

SANCTUARY TV HELPERS NEEDED 
In the Sanctuary, we have a lovely TV to welcome worshippers and scroll announcements before the service.  We 
need persons who will take turns working this and shut down the TV during the first hymn.  If you can help with 
this, please contact Pastor Dale Clem:  dale@annistonfirst.info 256-337-2507 
 

LIVESTREAMING WORSHIP 
Due to many hours of work from Blake Mitchell, Christopher Henley, Chris Abernathy, and Pastor Kyle, we now 
have the ability to Livestream our worship services on Facebook. Pastor Kyle is forming a team to take turns in 
doing this. Livestream is an excellent evangelism tool that each person in the church can use to share what God is 
doing in worship with the world around us. We have home bound members who are watching the Livestream ser-
vices on Sunday morning or later.  So far we have had 13,000 viewers watch part of the service with James Spann. 
Every Sunday morning as worship starts simply go to Anniston First United Methodist Church‘s Facebook page 
and share the live feed from your particular service to your own personal Facebook page and countless individuals 
can experience worship with us from wherever they are.  If you would like to be on this team to run the 
Livestream camera, please contact Pastor Kyle:  kyle@annistonfirst.info  256-453-8453. 

If  you were not at the worship service on July 30, you missed some very inspiring words 
from James Spann.  His message was simple.  We, the church, are to love one another and 
serve others.  Anniston First have many opportunities in which to serve.  Please consider 
one or more of  the following ways to serve in your church: 

ANNISTON FIRST SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED FOR 2017 
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AFUMC Scholarships 

Each year the Scholarship Committee of Anniston First reviews applications for financial aid for undergraduate degrees and 
for graduate ministerial degrees. The amount of funding varies from year to year because of the annual interest generated in 
each of three scholarship funds. 

The Consolidated Scholarship Fund is designated for undergraduate degrees.  Funding is based on the data furnished by 
the applicants concerning their financial need, their high school/college grades, their church affiliation and involvement, their 
volunteer work, other scholarships obtained, and their faith statement. 

Undergraduate Recipients for 2017 are: 

Coby Booth   Jacksonville State University 
Korie Burgess   Auburn University 
Laurel Clem   Birmingham-Southern College 
Sara Connell   Jacksonville State University 
Andrea Davis   Gadsden State Community College 
Maia Hamilton   Ohio University 
Precious Kufarimai  University of Alabama/Birmingham 
Mitch Lawhon   University of Alabama/Huntsville 
Brittany McDade  University of Mobile 
LaShone Sanders  Alabama A & M University 

Our church has two other scholarships designated for seminary students.  The Battle/Candler Seminary Scholarship 
Fund assists ministerial students attending Candler School of Theology at Emory University. The Seminary Scholarship 
Fund assists ministerial students who attend other Methodist seminaries. Funding is based on data supplied by the applicants 
concerning their financial need, graduate school grades, demonstrated progress toward degree completion, and church affilia-
tion. 

Graduate Ministerial Recipients for 2017 are: 

John Blackmon   Candler School of Theology, Emory University 
Kyle Bryan   Candler School of Theology, Emory University 
Joe DeWitte    Wesley Theological Seminary--Washington, D.C. 
Davis Johnson   Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

Funds for all scholarships are always sent directly to the colleges and universities designated by the students. 

Higher education is extremely expensive.  Please consider making a financial contribution to the Consolidated Scholarship 
Fund. 

There were twelve applicants this year, and only ten received financial aid.  More could have been distributed to the students, 
but there was not enough funding available. Your contribution would enable the Scholarship Committee to offer assistance 
to those undergraduate students who need financial aid to attend a college or university. 
 
Your contributions to the Seminary Scholarship Fund and the Battle/Candler Scholarship Fund would greatly assist the min-
isterial students attain advanced degrees. 
 
Please consider helping students obtain an education with your financial gifts.  An honorarium or a memorial gift 
designated to a scholarship fund---Consolidated Scholarship Fund, Seminary Scholarship Fund, and Battle/Candler Seminary 
Scholarship Fund---will provide much needed financial aid to students. 
 
Lasting legacies can be designated to any scholarship fund through estate planning. 
 
The Scholarship Committee consists of Martha Merrill, Joyce French, Judy Cole, Everette Studdard, Mary Eloise Leake, 
Becky Ledford, and Pastor Dale Clem. 
 


