
THE BEACON  
July 2020     |     Vol. 25, Issue 7 

Dear FUMC friends, 

What a joy it is to celebrate the wonderful freedom that we are blessed with as children of God!  Freedom to pray, 

worship, gather, love, serve, and selflessly give our lives away for the ministry of Christ in the world.  Let’s all  

commit to “seizing the day” each day to sow God’s love where it is absent.  As we face the Coronavirus pandemic 

and the unjust sins of our world may we be proactive to spread the love, acceptance, hope, encouragement, unity, 

and special ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

On July 5 Teressa and I will be celebrating our 23rd wedding anniversary!  That day will be very significant in our 

congregation as well because we will be gathering once again for a worship watch party in our Faith FLC at 9 a.m. 

and in our First UMC Sanctuary at 11 a.m.  Each one of you are invited to gather 

(with proper social distancing & face masks in place).  This will once again be a great 

time to reaffirm our commitment to be followers of Christ!  Remember that we are 

the “salt of the earth”…..the “light of the world”…..“Ambassadors for Christ.”  Let’s 

all surrender to God once again to be His servants in our community and world. 

We will continue to post a weekly online worship service for all to enjoy and          

experience for those that are not comfortable gathering yet.  In addition to this we 

also have mid-week Drive Through Prayer….come join us!  Thanks so much for   

continuing to faithfully give your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of 

FUMC!  Your wholehearted support helps us to continue to live out our mission. 

We look forward to seeing you very soon!  May the Lord keep you all safe and healthy! 

Love & Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Matt, Teressa, Raines, Carina, and Grace 
Pastor Parker & Ann 
Pastor Wayne & Valerie 
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I have been asking myself “what’s next” for 

the past three months while I stay at home 

and wait for Covid-19 to run its course. 

Who knew how much the world would 

change for me after March 15th?  The past 

three months have allowed me to do some 

great things but also helped me realize how 

quickly my entire world can be taken away 

from me. One of the things      I enjoy the 

most is my work at the church. For  me, it is 

my life and world and to not be able to do what I love to do is very           

disconcerting.   

I have to ask myself, what am I supposed to be learning from this experience 

or what is next?  Being at home did allow me to do some things I have always 

wanted to do. As time moved on I felt a need to search deeper on what was 

happening around me. This searching lead me to the conclusion God has a 

plan and is in control. My job is to be patient, pray and wait.  

All this free time has allowed me to spent more time in prayer and searching 

God’s word for guidance, strength and encouragement. I find in times like 

these there is no better place to be. Each day I search for something outside 

to appreciate and give thanks to God for creating.  

I discovered hearing from my friends was more precious than ever. Talking 

with them gave me a peace knowing they were thinking about me as I was 

thinking about them. From these conversations I realized how blessed and 

privileged I am to have so many wonderful people in my life who share so 

much. God has truly been good to me and I am thankful beyond measure.  

So as the days move on and Covid-19 takes its time, I will continue to be   

patient, pray and wait. Be strong and stay safe because this too shall pass.  

     Blessings!  
     Tom (First UMC’s Worship Director) 

 

PSALM 

71:23 

 My lips 

will shout 

for joy, 

when I sing 

praises to 

you; my 

soul also, 

which you 

have  

redeemed.  

Pg. 2  

 Notes From  

 Tom 
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In our baptismal vows, United Methodists commit to "renounce the spiritual forces of wick-
edness, reject the evil powers of this world" and "resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves." 

Since the earliest times, the vows of Christian baptism have begun with the renunciation of 
evil and then the profession of faith and loyalty to Christ. 

The renunciation of evil is rooted in Scripture. In Romans 12:9, we are taught to, "Love un-
ambiguously, hating the evil, holding fast to the truth."  Amos 5:15 similarly says, "Hate evil; 
love good. Maintain justice in the courts." 

Loving and hating are not seen in Scripture as mere attitudes, but rather are understood as 
always being embodied in real action. The verb in Romans 12 for hate in particular means to 
hate violently or specifically, to abhor so completely that one takes action against the object 
of such hatred (the evil itself). We are called to take strong action against the evil that may be 
said to motivate, pre-condition or, in some instances, cause the actions other persons may 
take. 

This does not, however, warrant violence against other people. Jesus is clear how we are to 
treat those who act with evil against us: love them, praying for and doing good even to those 
who persecute us. (Matthew 5:44). 

A persistent theme, especially in the Old Testament and through the prophets, is the con-
stant call to resist evil, to end unjust economic practices and unjust courts, and to end op-
pression or lack of care for the vulnerable - widows, orphans and foreigners in the land. 

The 10 Commandments also make clear that we are to resist evil as it presents 
itself to us, and the rest of the justice codes in the Old Testament (Exodus, 
Numbers and Leviticus, in particular) make clear the social costs of failing to do 
this. 

All of this biblical and baptismal history is the reason the Social Principles so fre-
quently call United Methodists to act to resist evil, injustice and oppression. We 
are called to witness against racism and abolish inequality and discrimination, 
to reject criminal justice systems based on racist policies and  practices and work 
for restorative justice, to speak against irresponsible use    of the earth's re-
sources and become good stewards of God's creation, and to oppose war and 
work for peace with justice.  

Remember that the Methodists in England played major roles in the abolition of 
slavery, the creation of the labor movement, and the radical reformation of the 
penal justice and prison code of the whole British empire. The Methodists did 
not simply avoid evil in their own lives, they organized and worked with others to 
fight it as it appeared in the larger society. 

What does it mean to 'resist evil,  

injustice and oppression'? 
JAMES 4:7 

Submit 

yourselves 

therefore to 

God.  

Resist the 

devil, and 

he will flee 

from you. 

Pg. 3 

(This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.  
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-it-mean-to-resist-evil-injustice-and-oppression )  
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Beginning July 5, both churches will begin showing the prerecorded Sunday service      

video on Sunday mornings, allowing those who would like to watch together as a 

properly, socially-distanced group to do so. At Faith UMC, the video will play in the 

FLC at 9:00 a.m. while it will play at First UMC at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Everyone will be required to wear a mask to enter and also need to register their          

attendance. At Faith, everyone will enter through the rear doors and make their way 

to the registration check point, while at First UMC, entrance will be through the  

Narthex doors only and make their way to the registration check point that will be           

in the Fellowship Hall.  

If you are sick or experiencing any of the Covid-19 symptoms (there will be a posted 

sign listing symptoms), you will be asked to stay at home. The services will continue 

to be posted online until further notice. Call either church for more information. 

Watch party Matthew 

18:20 

For where 

two or three 

gather in 

my name, 

there am I 

with them.  

Sunday school classes and several small groups and Bible studies have resumed meeting! All require 

social distancing protocols be followed, 

but it is very nice to be able to join in fel-

lowship again. 

At First UMC, there is a Ladies’ Bible 

study on Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Agape 

room and the Wednesday Bible study in 

the parlor meets at 11 a.m.  

At Faith UMC, you’re welcome to attend 

the Living Prayer Group that meets 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Admin 

Building Lobby on the south side. 

Contact either church for more info. 

ADULT Sunday school and small groups 
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PSALM 134:2 

Lift up your hands  

to the holy place  

and bless the Lord!  

Both Faith & First UMC have a vital church ministry that serves the local needy. First 

UMC has the Ruth Circle which collects specific toiletry items throughout the year. 

These items are used to create Hygiene Kits that are given to CROS ministries to     

distribute to those in need. If you would like to learn more about how you can          

help this ministry, contact Joan Alt at 561-732-7989. 

Faith UMC’s Women’s Ministry, LIFT, also collects personal hygiene items that are 

used to create Blessing Bags that church members are able to take and distribute to   

anyone they encounter who is in need. This is a wonderful way to connect directly         

and let the light in your heart shine out. If you have any questions about LIFT’s            

Blessing Bags, please contact Jann Miller at FaithUMWomen@gmail.com. 

Hands of Jesus 

Pg. 5 
FUMC of Boynton Beach 

First UMC 561-732-3435   |   Faith UMC 561-738-1902 

2 Timothy 1:7 

For God gave 

us a spirit not 

of fear but of 

power and  

love and             

self-control. 
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Thank you to my church  

family, Pastor Parker and 

Pastor Matt for their     

prayers and visits during my 

recovery from hip surgery.   

Love, Reba Friedland 

Thank you all for your cards, kind words and prayers after        

my mother, Polly Glenn’s, recent passing.  Thanks also to        

the anonymous person who provided the beautiful Valentine’s 

Day altar flowers in her memory. First Church was a large  

part of her life for many years. Our church is a very special 

one indeed.  

Love, Debbie and Donny Loyal  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Watch Parties 
9:00 a.m.:  
(Faith’s FLC)  
11:00 a.m.:   
(1st’s Sanctuary) 
10 a.m.: Sunday 
School (1st’s  
Parlor) 
12:00 p.m.: Coffee 
Hour (online) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 

6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

 

10:30 a.m.: Living 
Prayer Group 
(Faith’s Admin 
Bldg) 

11:00 a.m.:  
Wed. Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
6:00 p.m.  
Drive Thru Prayer 
(Faith Campus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m.:  

Ladies’ Bible 

Study (Parlor) 

JULY 2020 

 

10:00 a.m.:  

Ladies’ Bible 

Study (Parlor) 

 

10:00 a.m.:  

Ladies’ Bible 

Study (Parlor) 

 

10:00 a.m.:  

Ladies’ Bible 

Study (Parlor) 
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After the final notes concluded at a recent symphony performance in Boston, the conductor hadn’t yet low-
ered his baton when a child exclaimed, “Wow!” The break in protocol, magnified by excellent acoustics, didn’t 
upset the participants or audience, however. Instead, several later said it brought them great joy. One even 
called the moment life-changing. 
 
The incident was especially meaningful because the child, a 9-year-old named Ronan, has autism and is gener-
ally nonverbal. Music, his family says, tends to attract his interest and make him happy. When symphony offi-
cials learned Ronan’s identity, they arranged a private performance so he could meet some musicians. 
 
How often do you shout “Wow!” — in a good way — at what you see and hear? You may tend to do so on 
vacation or while observing God’s natural wonders, but what about during your day-to-day life? Think about 
the people you encounter and their talents — and your own. When have these sparked a “Wow!” of thanks to 
God? 

Every blessing, large or small, is a wow-moment — a gift from God that warrants our praise. 
 
—adapted from HomeTouch Ministry  

The wow! factor 
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Michael W. Bowden 
Timothy W. Hensley 

L. Don Combs 
1622 NE 4th St, Boynton 

Beach, FL 33435  

Traditional Funeral Services 
Out of State Transfer 
Cremations with Dignity 
Pre-Need Funerals 

NORTHWEST CORNER OF US1 & NE 15th AVENUE 

Over 50 Years in Business 
 

 

 
Tires · Brakes · Alignment · Balancing · Air Conditioning  

EASY PAY TIRE STORE 
619 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

561-732-2696 

N S COBEE-COMBS-BOWDE 
“Family Owned & Operated since 1959” 
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In Isaiah 43:19, God proclaims, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not           
perceive it?” (NIV). God’s process of creating is active and ongoing, meaning there’s always            
something new for us to notice, grasp and learn. 

“God’s will is not an abstraction,” writes Thomas Merton in No Man Is an Island. “It is a living           
concrete reality in the lives of [people], and our souls are created to burn as flames within his 
flame. The will of the Lord is not a static center drawing our souls blindly toward itself. It is a             
creative power, working everywhere, giving life and being and direction to all things, and 
above  all forming and creating, in the midst of an old creation, a whole new world which is 
called the Kingdom of God.”  

God’s constant creativity 
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

ATTENTION DUAL RESIDENTS: Please inform the 

church office of your travel dates. 

 

First United Methodist Church 

101 North Seacrest Boulevard 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

Phone: 561-732-3435 

www.fumcbb.com 


