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“To all who are weary and need rest, to all who are lonely and need friendship, 
to all who mourn and need  comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, 

the doors of this church are opened in welcome; its hands are offered in friendship 
and its heart is given in love.” 

 
 

A New Shepherd Comes 

to Attend the EPUMC Flock 

 
   June 22, 

2014 was a 

“red letter” 

day at East 

Parish 

United 

Methodist 

Church.  

On this day 

Pastor 

Russell 

“Rusty” 

Davis 

concluded 

eight years faithful leadership, being re-assigned to 

Webster, MA, United Church of Christ – Federated.  

He brought technology, a listening ear, impartiality 

(welcomed sinners and unsaved alike); sacrifice and 

a message of the living Christ.  Such were some of 

the attributes of a man who, while trying to imitate 

the Christ himself, lived alone and tried to help 

everyone he met. During his tenure at EPUMC, 

harmony and oneness of purpose were mutually 

emphasized.  He tried to encourage individual 

initiative and fostering of growth in the collective 

faith.  And, oh yes, when a job needed to be done, if 

others did not step up to the plate, Rusty often did 

the job himself.  Godspeed, Rusty! 

   July 1, 2014 was another “red letter” day for 

EPUMC.  On this date the Reverend Jeanette 

Cooper Hicks received appointment as our new 

Shepherd.  We will extend our collective welcome 

to Rev. Hicks during an installation service in early 

September, 2014. 

   EPUMC eagerly awaits her strengths, including 

pastoral care and counseling, promotion of 

members’ spiritual growth, her vision, preaching, 

teaching, leading and designing worship, and 

children’s ministries.  Rev. Hicks is “passionate 

about helping others see the goodness of God in 

their lives.” 

   Rev. Jeanette 

Cooper Hicks 

attained the 

Bachelor of Arts 

degree in English, 

at Vassar College; 

Masters of Science 

in Education, at 

Western Connecti- 

cut State; and 

 
(Continued on page 

2, column 1:) 
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(“Rev. Jeanette Hicks” contd from pg 1, col 2:)  

Master of Divinity degree at Louisville Presby-

terian School of Theology.  She was ordained an 

Elder by the United Methodist Church’s Kentucky 

Conference. 

   Jeanette taught elementary school and college 

before attending Union Theological and Louisville 

Theological Seminaries. She is a writer, preacher, 

teacher, and spiritual director.  The family—further 

consisting of husband, Al, and four children: 

Elizabeth, Rebecca, Katherine, and David--recently 

relocated to Newfields, NH.  A rousing welcome to 

our new pastoral family at EPUMC.  We 

enthusiastically receive you into our hearts and 

friendships.  More about and from Rev. Jeanette in 

future issues of the Tower. 

 

Names Read, Candles Lighted 

On Day of Remembrance 

 
      The names of loved ones numbering in excess 

of seventy—husbands and wives, siblings, other 

relatives and friends—were read aloud at the May 

25, 2014 Sunday, Memorial Day weekend worship 

service.  A candle was lighted for each by family 

members and/or friends on behalf of many who 

could not be present.  A tie-in sermon entitled “A 

Living Legacy”, was delivered by Pastor Rusty 

Davis.  A fitting tribute to the lasting remembrance 

captured in the East Parish Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Laughter....by Karlene Johnson 
  
   It's one of God's greatest gifts.  It enters our hearts 

and tickles our minds; it paints itself on our faces 

and chimes in joyfully in the ears of our friends. 

Laughter, we are told these days, is one of nature's 

best medicines both for the soul and for the body. 

So appropriately, I applaud the jokesters among us. 

We have all heard the stories and chuckles of Al 

Fisher.  They come with his untiring service to the 

church.  And then there is Mark Eaton whose love, 

support and dedication to the neighborhood children 

and elders are priceless. You may not know it, but 

Mark is also a jokester.  

   Remember all the snowy owls that visited the 

Salisbury State Reservation this winter? The 

number of them seen this far south was an unusual 

phenomenon that brought large numbers of birders 

and photographers to the beach each day for 

months. At any time of day, one saw folks shivering 

under heavy jackets and hats peering into fancy, 

long-range camera lens mounted on tripods. One 

Sunday afternoon I counted 50 cars parked along 

the marsh at the entrance of the Reservation.  I go 

down to the Reservation almost daily, and daily 

these large beautiful birds posed stoically for myself 

and other viewers.  Then one day toward the end of 

February I didn't see any. 

   Mark to the rescue. He dug a large, brown plastic 

owl from his shed, the kind you put in the garden to 

scare away rodents and other birds. He cut off its 

ears, painted it white and mounted it on a stake.  At 

low tide he tromped out onto the marsh, jumped the 

creek and planted the stake in the ground. 

   The next day it was gone, out with the tide, Mark 

supposed. He found another plastic owl and 

repeated his efforts. Sure enough, the next day when 

he returned, cameras clicked away, now pointed at 

the plastic decoy.  A mother pointed out the rare 

owl to her two children, and Mark, being Mark, felt 

guilty deceiving them. Resolving to remove his 

snowy owl, he found and planted a plastic, pink 

flamingo which after all, everyone would know was 

only a joke.  In the end, both birds disappeared and 

we all had a good laugh. 
(Continued on page 3, column 1:) 
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(“Laughter” contd from pg 2, col 2:)   Jane Perkins 

brought me another chuckle.  Ask her about the real 

maple syrup she had on her pancakes. 

 -- 
"Earth laughs in flowers"  ...Ralph Waldo Emerson  

“Laughter is the shock absorber that eases the blows of 

life" 

"What soap is to the body, laughter is to the soul."... 

Yiddish proverb 

"If you can find humor in anything, even poverty, then 

you can survive." ...Bill Cosby 

 

The Difference Between Rich 

and Poor 
 

   One day the father of a very well-to-do family 

took his son on a trip to the countryside, with the 

express purpose of showing him how poor people 

live.  They spent a couple days and nights on the 

farm of a very poor family.  On the return trip 

home, the father asked his son, “How was the trip?”  

It was great, dad,” replied the son.  Did you see how 

poor folk live?” the father  asked.  “Oh yeah,” said 

his son.  “So tell me, what did you learn from the 

trip?” inquired the father. 

   The son answered:  “I saw that we have one dog 

and they have four.  We have a pool that reaches to 

the middle of our garden and they have a creek that 

has no end.  We have imported lanterns in our 

garden and they have the stars at night.  Our patio 

reaches to the front yard and they have the whole 

horizon.  We have a small piece of land to live on 

and they have fields that go beyond our sight.  We 

have servants who serve us, but they serve others.  

We buy our food, but they grow theirs.  We have 

walls around our property to protect us, they have 

friends to protect them.” 

   The boy’s father was speechless.  Then his son 

added, “Thanks, dad, for showing me how poor we 

are.” 

   Fresh perspective can be a truly wonderful thing.  

For example, if we were to give thanks for all we 

have instead of complaining about that we have not.   

Shared by an unknown friend and paraphrased by 

the editor.  

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 
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Interim Leadership at EPUMC 

 
   While Rev. Hicks completes another assignment 

on behalf of the United Methodist Church 

conference and prepares for assumption of 

stewardship at the helm of EPUMC, leadership has 

been entrusted to the capable hands of Lay Speaker, 

Lee Elliott.  Lee, a member of St. Matthew’s 

Methodist Church in Sandown, NH, will preach at 

EPUMC through July 29. 

   Lee’s first Sunday was complete with uplift and 

encouragement to the congregation.  His sermon 

was entitled: “What if we have life abundant –What 

does it look like?”, and, the scriptural text came 

from John 10:1-10. EPUMC is grateful for the 

preparation evidenced by Lee, as well as the 

accompaniment of family and “groupies”.  May the 

Lord bless and keep him and us, and make His light 

to shine upon us every one!  Amen!. 

 

Grateful Thanks to Angelina’s 

For Supporting EPUMC 
 

   During several “crunch time” events recently at 

the church—including a memorial service and 

pastor’s farewell—Melissa “Missy” Snyder and 

Angelina’s on Route 1 have responded 

magnificently with catering.  Not only did Melissa 

provide required food service but cheerfully assisted 

in her personal and professional manner to ensure 

satisfaction.  These were “jobs that anyone could 

have done”; but, just so happened that Angelina’s 

and Missy did them! 

 

Food For Thought 

 
   These days we rarely see families attending 

church at all; so it’s a true blessing and joy 

whenever we do to have in attendance both adult 

and children members of families.  Tells me that we 

ought do some re-prioritizing as well as re-focusing 

of our meaning of “church”.  Maybe the following, 

seen at my favorite area daycare center, will offer a 

bit of help: 

 

 I am a Toddler 

 I am not built to 

        sit still, 

keep my hands to myself, 

 take turns, 

 be patient, 

 stand in line, 

 or keep quiet 

 all of the time. 

      I need: 

     motion, 

 adventure, 

    novelty, 

     and to 

engage the world with my whole body. 

     Let me play. 

       (Trust me, I’m learning) 

  (author unknown) 

 

Church Fund-raiser 

Well Supported 

 
   On Thursday, June 19, 2014 EPUMC supporters 

turned out in impressive numbers, 86, at the 

Friendly’s restaurant in Amesbury, MA.  The 

occasion was a day Friendly’s hosted us with a 20% 

discount offering for all breakfast, lunch and/or 

dinner purchases. 

   Due to this one-day effort, EPUMC collected 

$155.94 from sales.  Our gratitude to Friendly’s for 

its kindness in this undertaking; and, of course, 

grateful thanks to all who dined at Friendly’s 

especially on that day. 

 

Church Concludes its 

Annual Yard Sale 

 
   On June 28 and July 5, 2014, the ever-changing, 

unpredictable New England weather allowed 

another annual Vacation Bible Camp fundraiser.  

Reliable workers and friends braved the heat on 

both days to collect approximately $600 and share 

“treasures” with treasure seekers.  Thanks to those 

who provided large and small inventories for this 

effort, as well as those who worked at the fair. 


