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A Message from 

Pastor Lisa... 

Last weekend was the 235th session of the Virginia Annual 

Conference. We worshipped together, did the business of conse-

crating leadership for conference and district boards and agen-

cies. Ordained and Commissioned new clergy. Discussed resolu-

tions and heard reports. We had group bible study and sang 

hymns and songs of faith some new and some old. We prayed to-

gether and most of all we sought out a clear message from God. 

And we heard it in the voice of our new Bishop Sharma Lewis. She 

has nicknamed herself the Discipleship Bishop. Guess what her 

focus is on…yes that’s right Discipleship. 

 What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world? This is the question that we must 

actively pursue as Christian people, because today’s mission is 

not yesterday’s mission, nor is it the mission of tomorrow. Our 

mission for today is discipleship.  

Our Bishop is bringing us alongside the national Disciple-

ship Ministries model.  

“What if United Methodist congregations stopped looking 

for quick fixes to revitalize their churches and started seeing the 

people right outside our doors that Christ called us to reach?  

What if churches recommitted themselves to focus on be-

ing in relationship with those around them and  

created an intentional system to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world?  

Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church is 

asking those questions of the denomination. The agency believes 

the denomination has looked too long for a quick fix to help guide 

discipleship efforts, and the church is now called to fully embrace 

the spirit of the Wesleyan tradition by being in relationship with 

the communities that surround our churches.  

“We cannot disciple people that we are not in relationship 

with. Discipleship begins with relationship.” Rev. Junius B. Dotson  

 

                           Continued on pg 2 
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Continued from pg. 1—Pastor Lisa’s Message 

Discipleship Ministries is launching a grass roots initiative called 

#SeeAllThePeople, designed to inspire a disciple-making movement across our denom-

ination. The agency is in the midst of shifting priorities to create resources, events 

and a discipleship system that emphasizes congregations being in relationship with 

those outside its walls. “We cannot disciple people that we are not in relationship 

with. Discipleship begins with relationship,” said the Rev. Junius B. Dotson, General 

Secretary (CEO) of Discipleship Ministries. “When churches create an intentional disci-

pleship system, they move from tinkering and fixing to relationship and discipleship. 

We do this not to just fill our pews, but to boldly show Christ’s love to those around 

us.”        (NASHVILLE, Tenn. May 16, 2017 /Discipleship Ministries/)  

So as your Pastor I want to start our Discussion here at Mathews Chapel. Where 

is your circle of influence? Who are the people you see daily or weekly and how can 

you share with them the love of Jesus Christ?  

 

                                                                                                   In Christ, 

  

                                                                                    Pastor Lisa R. Blackmonson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference News from Lay Delegate, Peggy Newsome: 

 

The 235th Annual Conference of the Virginia United Methodist Church-A New Thing 
 

For I am about to do something new. 
See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? 
I will make a pathway through the wilderness. 
I will create rivers in the dry wasteland. 
Isaiah 43:19 
  
 
 
 
 
This was the first Annual Conference for Bishop Sharma D. Lewis. What a spirit-filled two 
and a half days! The music, the preaching, the Services of Remembrance, Ordering of the 
Ministry, Retirement, the reports….. 
Our vision for the next four years is that we will be Disciples who are Lifelong Learners who 
will Influence Others to a Life of Servanthood. 
Kits for Conference (Mathews Chapel) – Bedding: 330; Birthing: 2,327 (5); Cleaning: 332; 
Health: 24,801 (31); Layette: 940 (6); School: 12,035 (28); Sewing: 539 (6); Misc: 218. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the kits. 
There will be a presentation about Annual Conference during the July 2 worship service. 
Materials from the Conference will be on display in the social hall. 
  

 



 3 

I will be leading a mission to Orlando, Florida from July 16-21. The members of the 
team are 22 children (ages 10-12) and 8 adults. The trip is specifically designed for this age 
group. Three of the children are my former students from Charles City, one is from Chesa-
peake, one from Gloucester, and the other 25 are from Mathews. We have many churches 
represented. We are traveling with an organization called “Group Missions” where we will be 
housed in a church in Orlando and be assigned work projects throughout the week. As de-
scribed by the organization, these projects may include: 

• Prepare, serve, and clean up after 500 meals at a church’s soup kitchen—and straighten, organize, 
and unload donations at the thrift store run by the same congregation. 

• Do yard work or small maintenance projects, and spend time with the elderly in senior housing 
units at a community-focused ministry. 

• Prepare, serve, and clean up after lunch for residents of a rehabilitation center for people who are 
homeless—and take time to sit, talk, and pray with the residents while they are eating.  

• Serve as a small group leader at a performing arts camp for children. 

• Lead group activities with residents, read to, do puzzles, have manicures, play card and tell stories 
with people in a short term and long term care facility. 

There will be time for small group devotions each day as well as worship time each night 
with other teams from across the country. After working on Tuesday morning, we will spend 
the afternoon/evening at SeaWorld.  We are excited about the opportunity for these young 
people to serve and to see the ways God will work in all of us throughout the week. Please 
pray for their hearts and minds to be opened and any fears they may have to be laid 
aside.  Pray also for our safe travels, as it will be a long drive in two rented 15-passenger 
vans. 

We will be collecting baby wipes and diapers and pull-ups of all sizes to donate to the 
rescue mission. We can also take toothbrushes, soap, and hygiene items. If you would like to 
donate these items or money toward them, it would be greatly appreciated! 

As always, thank you for all of your prayers and support! 

      Amy Ashberry 

        Amy’s Mission Trip to Orlando, Florida 

Mission News 

A Thank You letter has been received from CRI that on April 24 they received 72 pounds of reusable Christian 
materials from Mathews Chapel.  Thank you for all used Christian literature and Bibles that are sent to CRI and 
then sent in container ships to ministers and missionaries in all parts of the world. 
On April 1 $200.00 was given to the Mathews High School After-Prom Party to be held on April 22.  Also in 
April a $100 donation was given to the Salvation Army in Gloucester, and a $100 donation was made to One 
Great Hour of Sharing, now called UMCOR Sunday. 
On May 22, 16 food items were taken to the Food Pantry of the Mathews Department of Social Services. 
Our Sole Hope project that prepares shoes for people in Uganda has been temporarily postponed due to a re-
organization of the Sole Hope organization.  Meanwhile; anyone who has denim jeans that you no longer 
need, please donate them for Sole Hope and leave them in the same basket where we collect food items. 
Our next mission activities will be a Mission Weekend later in July, and a trip to Richmond to prepare meals for 
Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now).  Dates and details will follow in church bulletins.  Everyone is 

invited, encouraged and welcomed to be part of these mission activities. 
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Vacation Bible School-August 14th-18th! 

VBS will meet at Mathews Chapel this year from 6:30-

8:30pm.  Dinner will be served each evening.  For more 

information, please contact Alda Barnett at  

804-725-9463. 

The FINS Finale at Mathews Chap-

el was a fun time for all!   

 

 

     FINS  

“Sundaes on Sunday” Celebration! 

The Evangelism Team is hosting a “Sundaes on 

Sunday” fellowship get together starting on 

Sunday, July 9th from 6:00-8:00pm on 

the church lawn.  ALL are invited to come and 

enjoy the celebration!  Bring your family, 

friends and neighbors for an old fashioned Ice Cream Social 

at Mathews Chapel! 

The UMW will hold its Annual Book 

Club Salad Supper on Wednesday, 

July 12th at Alice Dennis’ home. The 

book is Not Worth Saving. Contact 

Peggy Newsome at 804-725-3721 if you 

want to participate. 

Hearts in Hand Fiber Arts:  

The team will meet on the first Tuesday 

of each month at 9:00am at the church. 

Please call Peggy Newsome for more 

info: 804-725-3721. 

Mission Weekend  

The Mission Weekend originally scheduled for June 
23-25 has been changed to July 14-16. On Friday, 
we will package meals for Rise Against Hunger 
(formerly Stop Hunger Now). Saturday TBA. Sunday  
picnic and yardwork at the Vails. 

The All of God’s Children Camp will be 
held from July 30th-August 5th on the 
Eastern Shore.  Please contact Pastor 
Lisa if you would like to attend. 


