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A Message from
Pastor Lisa...
Whether we know it or not, we transmit the presence of everyone we have ever known as though by being in each other’s presence we exchange our cells, pass on some of our life force, and then
we go on carrying that other person in our body, not unlike springtime when certain plants in fields we walk through attach their seeds
in the form of small burrs to our socks, our pants, our caps, as if to
say “Go on, take us with you, carry us to root in another
place.” This is how we survive long after we are dead. This is why it
is important who we become, because we pass it on.
- Natalie Goldberg
Brothers and Sisters,
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I recently encountered the above reading and was reminded just how
much each of our lives impacts the lives of those we encounter. We have a powerful burden on our shoulders.
We can indeed affect others lives in positive or negative ways. What and
how we say and do things in life impact those around us and they carry it with
them. In that way each of us impacts the entire world in countless ways.
God created us as relational beings. But he did not leave us without guidance on how to be in relationships with others and our God. God in Jesus Christ
(“Emmanuel” God with us) gave us the perfect model for our lives. If we strive to
embody Christ then we will impact the world with love, grace and truth. If we
seek to live by our own desires and impulses then we risk the outcome of those
actions as well.
I am encouraged when I see our church family reaching out in love
and care to one another; bringing food to those who are ill and grieving, sending
cards and visiting with those who are lonely or just in need of a friendly
word. When our church family cares for one another it is not long before the love
of God in us spills over into our community. I see the blessings and impact of that
love in the faces of those who have encountered us at FINS, UMW, Missions, visitors to worship and Sunday school and in countless other places where the people
of Mathews Chapel UMC have shared the Grace and Love of God through actions
and kindness in the name of Christ.
Reverend Lisa Blackmonson

Morning Prayer

- For generations people of
faith have taken their joys and concerns to God in
prayer. As Christians when we pray regularly we
notice that God is at work in and through our lives
in ways we may not have noticed before. When we
seek God’s will in our lives and when we desire to
know what God desires of us the first place we go is
prayer. So as the people of Mathews Chapel United
Methodist Church continue to seek God’s will and
leading in our individual and communal lives, it
seems only right that we should join together in
prayer. Would you consider giving 30 minutes of
your time each week to dedicated prayer with your
brothers and sisters at Mathews Chapel?
Each Wednesday morning at 8am Pastor Lisa will lead
a time of prayer in the sanctuary. All are welcome to
come bring your joys and concerns and to pray for
the will of God to be clear in our church and for the
Holy Spirit to be poured out upon us as we serve
God in and through this community. If you can not
attend, you are invited to join in prayer where you
are.

Upcoming Workshop: There will be a Conflict Transformation Skills Workshop for Churches on February 25th at
Lower UMC. Please call Pastor Lisa if you plan to attend.

Communications News: Pastor Lisa has a local cell
phone number where she can be reached. This is the best
number to contact her: 804-286-2258.
One Call Now: The Council approved purchasing the One Call Now service for
Mathews Chapel. This is a communication system that lets everyone who is signed
up to receive either a phone call, text and/or email with
messages with only one call by the pastor. We just began entering people into the
system when the snow storm of January 3 hit! This system allows subcategories so
that committees can receive meeting reminders.
Things to know: You must give written permission to receive calls. You can opt out at
anytime. If you have not signed up forms are on the bulletin board in the social hall.
Put completed forms in the Communications mailbox.
We are still learning all the bells and whistles. It is going to take a bit to get all the data
entered and subcategories established. Please share comments with Pastor Lisa,
Peggy Newsome or Nancy Keenan.
On Sunday, March 5th, there will be “Chat and Chew” Sessions with Bishop Sharma
D. Lewis at Warwick Memorial UMC in Newport News. Please contact Pastor Lisa
before 2/27/17 if you would like to attend.
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Mission News:
On December 5, 2016, 40 canned goods were taken to the Food
Pantry of the Mathews Department of Social Services, and on January 24, 13 items were taken.
Also in December, 94 items were donated to Mathews County Department of Social Services for the “Christmas Store”. 427 items of food and clothing were given to the Lee
Jackson School for Blessing Boxes.
For Christmas five Mathews Chapel college students received a Christmas card, white
chocolate/nut candy, and a note pad/pen set. Another surprise will be sent to the students for Valentine’s Day.
The following donations were given in December: $300 to the Mathews Christmas Blessings Fund, $300 to the GUEST program, and $200 to Henderson Settlement, Kentucky.
Mission Sunday (January 8) has been rescheduled for February 19. Jennie Diggs will have
a part in the 11:00 service sharing about her mission trip to Togo.
The organization formerly known as “Stop Hunger Now” has a new name, “Rise Against
Hunger”. It has the same mission: to end hunger in our lifetime. Later in the summer
we hope to again return to their headquarters/warehouse in Richmond to pack meals that
are sent to many other countries as well as parts of the United States.

Evangelism News— The next Dinner and A Movie will be held
on Saturday, February 18th, at 5:30pm. A Chili dinner and Ice Cream
Sundae Bar will be provided and the movie up for discussion is
“Night at the Museum.” The March Dinner and A Movie Night will be
on March 18th and the Sequel to Night at the Museum will be the topic of spiritual discussion.

Workshop for Clergy on Mental Illness
In partnership with the National Alliance on Mental Illness Mid
-Tidwater Affiliate, we are presenting the Bridges of Hope
workshop for local clergy on February 11 from 9-noon. The
purpose of Bridges of Hope is to educate clergy about mental
illness so that they can create stronger safety nets and welcoming communities of faith for people affected by mental
illness.

Lenten Activities— A new Bible Study will start during Lent.
There will also be an Ash Wednesday service on March 1st. More information
will follow on this and other activities leading up to Easter.
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FINS News…
Our children &youth hosted the
FINS meeting on January 20th, here
at Mathews Chapel. A fun time was had by all!
4185 Buckley Hall Rd.
P.O. Box 125
Cobbs Creek, VA 23035

Also, the District Youth Retreat will be held in Jamestown from March 24-26th for youth in grades 6-12.

Phone: 804-725-9275
E-mail:
mchapel@va.metrocast.net

Mathews Chapel
UMC
Rev. Lisa Blackmonson
Cell: 804-286-2258
www.mathewschapelumc.org

Blessings &
Joy!

Karen Murray was honored at the church service on
1/29/17 for serving as our Treasurer for ten years!
Many thanks for your devoted service to our church!

Friends & family gathered at the Riverside-Mathews Convalescent Center on 1/29/17 to celebrate Travers
Thompson’s 93rd birthday! Wife,
Trudy, and daughter, Debbie hosted
the event.

Tisha & Jack Collins welcomed their beautiful son,
Judd Raymond Collins, on November 30th. Judd
was 7lbs. 3oz. They would like to thank their
Mathews Chapel family for the continued outpouring of love and support at this exciting time!
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