WESLEY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
FEBRUARY HERALD 2015

Dear Sisters & Brothers In Christ, Grace and Peace be with you now and always.
As I write you this month, we are engaged in a great example of the hospitality of our three
churches. Family Promise week has gone very well so far and we anticipate finishing up the
same way. The three families sheltering here have respected our church and offered wonderful
gratitude. The volunteers have gone the extra mile in loving hospitality. Hospitality in the
name of Christ is not just a physical offer of a cup of water to someone who is thirsty. It is a
deep and especially biblical and spiritual outlook on life. Hospitality says not just welcome,
but may we serve your needs. May we offer to share what we have to make all our lives better.
May we offer to you a blessing as God has already blessed us. Hospitality is a response to our
Lord’s call to love God and neighbor as we love ourselves. Thank all of you who have prayed,
supported, coordinated, offered sheets and beds, those who have cooked, served, played with
kids, stayed overnight and set up and will break down on Sunday afternoon. There are nearly
50 volunteers who directly participated between our three churches; this is a great response to
our Shared Ministry effort together. If you did not get a chance to participate this time, we will
have two more opportunities in May (May 3-May10) and in August (August 23-August 30).
Now that we have had a good experience with this ministry, I pray that we can make this one
of our mission focus points for our three churches. For in offering hospitality, we will meet angels along our way, and be true disciples following in the way of Christ.
For those of you who have some internet access, I recommend a YouTube series. It is called
Chuck Knows Church. Just put that in the search bar and you will find Chuck’s channel.
Chuck is a United Methodist pastor who has taken to YouTube to explain many familiar and
arcane things about our church. New on his channel is a series related to the “Committee”
which has a group dealing with a dying church and one of the topics that comes to the fore
right away is…you guessed it: Hospitality. Give a watch all his videos are worth the 3-5 minutes to watch.
Hope you have a great day and are able to continue to offer hospitality. See you around church
or town!
Peace, Pastor

Don
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January Questionnaire Results
Many of you are wondering about the questionnaire that your Wesley UMC leadership asked
you to fill out and return in early January. First of all, thank you very much for taking the time
to prayerfully fill this out. It helps us to hear better where you as a congregation would like to
go and therefore helps us to lead better. Please keep praying for your church and our collective
mission of sharing hospitality with and through the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Here are the results:
When asked what you are really interested in, i.e. what holds you to Wesley the top three answers were: (with number of responses in parentheses) 1. Worship, (21) 2. Music, (18) 3. Being part of this Body of Christ, (14) 4. Congregational Fellowship, (12). The responses for
these four were close in number (the next closest was 8). None of the other responses were
very close to these responses. (Editorial comment: It is very worrisome that Mission, Service,
and Small Groups were not in the top 4 since these are the areas that growing churches report
what makes them grow and attract new people!)
When asked for suggestions for increasing the budget, 12 persons said yes and offered suggestions, and 23 said no they did not have a particular idea for increasing the budget. Some of the
suggestions you heard at our January 11 after church meeting and many of them are useful and
we will follow up on them.
When asked whether folks wanted a full-time pastor or reduced to part time after June 30,
folks said Full: 17, Reduced 13, Abstain 5. Remember, reduction would mean significant savings.
When asked about sharing a pastor with, for instance First UMC, or merger with for instance
FUMC, folks said: Yes to sharing: 28 No to sharing: 6 Abstain: 2.
(This is related to the previous question)
When asked about the options for exploring savings in music (Editorial comment: which the
leadership does not particularly want to do) the number one response was to move to 50% of
the time having a live musician and 50% of the time seek other options. The second most numerous response was the 75% option, that once a month we would have a live musician. On
reflection, we wonder if the way this question was worded, it might have been confusing and,
therefore, we wonder about the results.
When asked about the Custodial position the responses were 23 to reduce and 10 not to reduce.
One of the major comments made in response to this question was that we must have a clean
facility; otherwise, it will not only appear dirty but actually be unsafe for us and for prospective new folks, and therefore would not be a true savings.
When asked whether you would leave or stay if Wesley shared a pastor or merged (0% meaning stay and 100% meaning to leave) you answered in the following way: 23 indicated 0% (i.e.
they would stay.)
5 indicated 25% chance of leaving, 2 indicated 50%, 1 indicated 75%,
1 indicated 100%.
(Last editorial comment: This questionnaire represents a big difference from our congregational straw vote about a year ago that indicated only 50% of the congregation being in favor
of merger, meaning not only is sharing an option but potentially merger as well.)
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United Methodist Women
Thank you to all who brought party goods supplies to our Birthday Bash last month. We have two
large boxes that will be shipped to the Wesley Community Center in Houston, TX, one of our national mission sites.
Join us for our annual "Light Lunch for 'Gals' of All Ages" on Saturday, February 14, at 12:00
noon in the Community UMC Fellowship Hall. We have an interesting program being planned on
"Guiding Eyes for the Blind". All "gals" are invited to bring your daughters, granddaughters, nieces,
and friends. Tickets are available for $4.00, with children up to 10 years--$2.00. Contact Sherry
Anne Bryant, to reserve your tickets no later than Wed., February 11, at 508-358-4310 or
sherryannebryant@yahoo.com.
Come and share in our observance of Children's Sabbath on Sunday, February 8, at 10 am at
Community UMC. The focus this year will be homeless youth and is being organized by Jill
Rabideau.
Sherry Anne Bryant, President
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The Caring Corner
"Away in a meadow all covered with snow
The little old groundhog looks for his shadow
The clouds in the sky determine our fate
If winter will leave us all early or late." Don Halley

Those of us here in New England would like to see spring arrive early after the Blizzard
of 2015, but we will have to wait until February 2nd to see if the old “wives tale” comes true
or not. While we await that day, let’s catch up on what has been happening at Wesley.
We celebrated the baptism of Aleysha Denise Thompson on January 18th. This darling
young lady is the daughter of Tysha Mairony Thompson Diaz, granddaughter of Wilma,
and great granddaughter of Gloria Beckford. Many family members came to be a part of
this special day.
Cristian Colby was home for a short visit after basic training as a Marine. He is off to
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, for training to be a cook. His sister Robin and fiancé will
be opening a coffee shop in Newton in the near future. Grandmother Carolyn is very
proud of them both.
Jegan and Renuka Easwaramuthali welcomed a son in early January. He is being welcomed by big sister Jenusha along with grandparents Kanapathi and Kamala Easwaramuthali and a large extended family. We look forward to meeting this young man.
The WOW’s welcomed the New Year at the Aegean. Edna, Marge, Fran, Margaret, Marie,
Cathy, Cora, Pastor Don, and Charlotte enjoyed the very good Greek cuisine. They will be
off to British Beer Company in February for English pub food.
Get well wishes go to Julie Tebo who recently had gall bladder surgery. Our thoughts
are with Fred Batey who was recently hospitalized and is recuperating in a rehabilitation
facility. John Howard had a procedure on his leg, with a positive outcome. Beth Howard
is facing surgery in the near future on her back. She will be away from church and her
favorite activities for an extended period of time. We pray that this procedure will help to
eliminate some of the pain she has been experiencing for a long time.
Myra Hopkins was recently hospitalized in Worcester and has now moved to The Highlands in Westborough, with her cat Calvin. This is a senior living facility with so much to
do for the residents including meals, 3 movies a day, Bible study, exercise room, and so
much more. She would love a note or card which can be sent to: 129 East Main Street,
Westborough, MA 01581.
We were saddened to read of the passing of Bill Herrick. He shared his voice and love of
music with many different groups, including our choir. He leaves his wife Doris and three
children, to sing with the heavenly choir. If you wish to send Doris a card, her address is:
Atria Longmeadow, 42 Mall Road, Apartment 235, Burlington, MA 01803. We also want to
send our loving condolences to Diane Lusk on the passing of her daughter Jodi who lost
her battle with cancer. Please keep Diane and her family in your thoughts and prayers at
this very difficult time. Diane's address is: 24A Arsenal Road, Framingham, MA 01702.
“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and
for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home."

Edith Sitwell

Wesley is fortunate to have good “neighbors” join them from First and Community by hosting three families from Family Promise for a week. We were able to give them a warm, caring environment having good meals, friendly faces and a safe place to sleep for each of
them. Thanks to Marilyn Carr for being the Wesley coordinator, the many volunteers,
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(Caring Corner continued from previous page)
and especially Pastor Don for the many, many hours given in love and caring for those less
fortunate. God has blessed us with caring people who are willing to reach out to others in
a time of need.
God be with you until we “meet” again,
Charlotte


World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 6, 2015
12 Noon
Greater Framingham Community Church
44 Franklin Street
Framingham, MA 01702
Snow Date: March 13, 2015
Planning meeting will be on Feb. 20th at 1:00 pm.

FUMC BOOK CLUB
(Usually 4th Tuesday of the Month)

Come for a stimulating discussion and wonderful fellowship
Last Monday of every month at 7:15 PM at First UMC
February 23rd

Kalki, by Gore Vidal

March 30th

Confederacy of Dunces, by John Kennedy-Toole

April 27th

Devil in the White City, by Erik Larson

May 25th

The Silkworm, by Robert Galbraith (J.K. Rowling)

June 29th

Playing for Pizza, by John Grisham
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MOVING FORWARD
February 2015

“When you pray, I will listen. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah
29:12, 13, NIV).
Every Wednesday, at 12 noon, a few of us meet at the church for Sweet Hour of Prayer (SHOP). We know
God is present because He said in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three come together in my name, there
am I with them.” How can we doubt His word?
We begin prayer with a prayer unbeknown to us at that time. A “Gift of Prayer” book is opened (not preplanned) and whatever prayer is on that page, it is read aloud. The prayer is always perfect for the opening
(God is present). We talk about our life’s present situation, leaning on scripture known to the individual that is
sharing. After sharing, we begin to write a list of names and the need of prayer for each. Aloud we lift up
each name to the Lord, and then pray silently. Following prayer, scripture is read and we reflect.
Where can we [I] go but to the Lord. I just opened the “Gift of Prayer” book and my eyes were directed to –
“O Lord, be gracious unto us! In all that we hear or see, in all that we say or do, be gracious unto us. I ask
pardon of the Great God. I ask pardon at the sunset, when every sinner turns to Him. Now and forever I ask
pardon of God. O Lord, cover us from our sins, guard our children and protect our weaker friends.” CamelDriver’s Prayer.
We know not where God is leading us. Through faith, trust, and hope, we call upon His name, and wait on the
Lord. “Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and
settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your
life” (Philippians 4:7, MSG). Philippians 4:7, NIV – “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Same message, two different versions. Listen and “wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord” (Psalm 27:14). Allow His presence to help you move forward.
Blessings,
Marie Frasier,
Lay Leader

I would like to thank all the members for their thoughts and prayers during a rough
time for Diane & me. Thank you to Pastor Don and Leslie Walseman for their visits
and words of faith and comfort. We want to thank the SNOWS for the food, Janis &
Bill and also Janet & Norman; we really appreciated their thoughtfulness. We want to
thank all who sent cards. We could start a book of them; they were wonderful. I want
to thank Steve Dow for bringing “Casey" hot dogs over to us!!! Please continue to put
us in prayer, because prayer does work!!
Love, Walt & Diane Smith
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WORSHIP…In the Light
February 2015
Transfiguration - Transformation

Read:

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
How can/(does) God’s self-revelation transform your life?
Lent

Read:

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
What does it mean to Lent? (hint: to accept boundaries)
February CALENDAR

February
February
February
February
February

1
8
15
18
22

Sunday Morning
Sunday Morning
Sunday Morning
Ash Wednesday
Sunday Morning

Worship/4th Sunday After the Epiphany
Worship/Boy Scout Sunday
Worship/Transfiguration Sunday
Worship/1st Sunday in Lent

Charles Frasier, Chair
Worship

Sweet Hour of Prayer (aka SHOP)
Our dedicated hour of prayer at Wesley UMC is on Wednesdays at 12 Noon. This hour of prayer will include personal
spoken prayers, devotions, lectiodivina (scripture reading)
and silence. All are welcome to attend this disciplined time
of prayer. If you cannot attend in person, please join us in prayerful
solidarity at home or where ever you are by offering prayer at Noon
on Wednesday. Please pray for your sisters & brothers in Christ and
for your own walk with Jesus Christ as a disciple.
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MONTHLY HERALDS: The deadline for information to be included in the weekly Sunday Bulletin is always the Tuesday before. Articles for
upcoming Heralds are listed below. Please make
note of the following deadlines:

FEBRUARY USHERS
02/01
02/08
02/15
02/22



ALTAR GUILD FOR FEBRUARY 2015

March 2015 Herald—February 20th
April 2015 Herald—March 20th
May 2015 Herald—April 24th

Marie Frasier
&
Kamala Easwaramuthali

Remember: you can mail in your article, email it
to wesumcfram@rcn.com, leave it in the church
office in-box, or in the Administrative Assistant’s
mail box in the narthex. Thank you.



WOW’s LUNCHEON
The WOW’s will meet on Thursday, February 12, 2015, and will enjoy the food
at The British Beer Company. Please
meet in the church parking lot at 11:30
am if you wish to carpool.



BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR
FEBRUARY
02/05
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/13
02/16
02/19
02/22

Gabriella Carrasquillo
John Gotal
Marie Frasier
Angelina Zanella
Matthew Carey
Arthur McNeil
Steven Rebello
Adam Burnham
Susan Benninger Gomes
Cheryl Palmer



MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

There will NO Men’s Breakfast in February.


There will be a memorial service for
Judy Klaas on Wednesday, February
4th @ 4:30 pm (Helen Heineman
Ecumenical and Cultural Center @
Framingham State University).



ANNIVERSARY WISHES FOR
FEBRUARY
02/08 Rich & Lin Olsen



The Framingham Interfaith Clergy Association along with our local community partners
would like to invite the residents of the town
of Framingham to Framingham Coming Together - a community forum. This free exchange of ideas will be an opportunity for
sharing stories in the community around the
violence and loss of life in the tragedies of
Ferguson, New York City and around the
country.

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary listed
on your month, please email me the information so I
can update our list. Thanks!!!



FEBRUARY GREETERS
02/01
02/08
02/15
02/22

Cora Clarke
Charlotte Peterson
Phillip & Lisa LaVigne
John & Beth Howard



FEBRUARY LITURGISTS
02/01
02/08
02/15
02/22

Visa Subrimaniyam & Carl Mighty
Phillip LaVigne & Chris McKaughan
Charles Frasier & Glenn Opela
Art McNeil & Visa Subrimaniyam

Framingham Comes Together

Patricia Mufute
John Howard
George Shaw
Jackie Carrasquillo

Thursday, February 12, 2015, 7:00-9:00 pm

Framingham Town Hall, Nevins Hall
150 Concord Street • Framingham, MA



Refreshments will be served.
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10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
7:00 PM Mon. and Wed.
Covenant Bible Study
7:30 PM AA Study Group

23

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
Covenant Bible Study on
hiatus until 4/6/15
7:30 PM AA Study Group

22 1st Sunday in Lent

9:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
6:00 PM Assembly of God

6:30-7:30 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Recovery

24

6:30-7:30 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Recovery

17

6:30-7:30 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Recovery

5

Thu

19

26
10:00 AM Al-Anon
7:00-8:30 PM Senior Choir
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
Noon Sweet Hour of Prayer
Covenant Bible Study on
hiatus until 4/8/15
8:00 PM AA

25

13

10:00 AM Senior Aerobics

6

Fri

10:00 AM Senior Aerobics

27

10:00 AM Senior Aerobics

20

11:30 AM WOW's Luncheon 10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
@ British Beer Company
7:00-8:30 PM Senior Choir
7:00-9:00 PM Framingham
Comes Together (see pg. 8
for location information)
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10:00 AM Al-Anon
7:00-8:30 PM Senior Choir
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
Noon Sweet Hour of Prayer
Covenant Bible Study on
hiatus until 4/8/15
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday
service (CUMC)
Ashes will be available all
day @ Wesley UMC
8:00 PM AA

18Ash Wednesday

10:00 AM Al-Anon
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
Noon Sweet Hour of Prayer
7:00 PM Covenant Bible
Study
8:00 PM AA
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10:00 AM Al-Anon
7:00-8:30 PM Senior Choir
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
Noon Sweet Hour of Prayer
4:30 PM Judy Klaas'
memorial service (see pg. 8
for location information)
7:00 PM Covenant Bible
Study
8:00 PM AA

4

Wed

9:00 AM Seventh Adventist
Church
7:00 PM Assembly of God
ALL DAY District Leadership
Leominster, MA

28

9:00 AM Seventh Adventist
Church
7:00 PM Assembly of God

21

NO Men's Breakfast
9:00 AM Seventh Adventist
Church
7:00 PM Assembly of God

14 Valentine's Day

9:00 AM Seventh Adventist
Church
10:00 AM Delta Sigma Theta
7:00 PM Assembly of God

7

Sat

Pastor Don will be away from Monday, February 2nd through Saturday, February 7th. In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact:
Rev. Tsitsi Moyo, FUMC, church # 508-877-2151, cell # 508-335-6117 or Rev. Ted Crass, CUMC, church # 508-653-0577, cell # 617-8209229

16 Presidents' Day

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
7:00 PM Covenant Bible
Study
7:30 PM AA Study Group

9:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
Pot Luck Luncheon
6:00 PM Assembly of God

9:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
2:30-4 PM Daisy Troop
6:00 PM Assembly of God

9

8

15

6:30-7:30 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Recovery

10

3

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics
7:00 PM Covenant Bible
Study
7:30 PM AA Study Group

Tue

9:30 AM Worship
Holy Communion
2:30-4 PM Daisy Troop
6:00 PM Assembly of God

Mon

1 End of Family Promise Week 2

Sun

~ February 2015 ~

Nursery Care
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Brazilian Worship

Sunday Schedule

___

Pastor______

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
80 Beacon Street, Framingham, MA 01701
508-875-3850
Rev. Don Hegeman

9:15 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
80 Beacon Street
Framingham, MA 01701

508-877-7283

508-875-3850
508-875-5345
774-279-2926
508-875-3853
508-435-4668
508-879-2575

________________________________________________
Rev. Don Hegeman: Pastor
Parsonage: 8 Fairbanks Way
Rev. Leslie Walseman: Deacon
Fax (when office is open):
Marie Frasier: Lay Leader
Margaret Rowe: Prayer Chain
Email: wesumcfram@rcn.com
Julie Rundlett: Choir Director
Email: jlorundlett@yahoo.com
Steve Dow & Walter Smith: Custodians
Dr. Belinda Forbes: Nicaragua
Church Email: wesumcfram@rcn.com
Website: www.framinghamumc.com
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February 18, 2015

FIRST CLASS MAIL

