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A Word from Pastor Heather
As we enter this new year, we celebrate all of the things that happened in 2018,
and we enter with hope and optimism into a new time ahead. This time of year is always
filled with the sense of renewal and hope for the possibilities for the year ahead. We
know that it will bring times of wonderful worship and fellowship, but we also know that
it will bring times of challenging change. We remember that we are able to sustain
ourselves through these times by trusting in the guiding force of God in our lives.
I have recently been inspired by reading the words of Caleb, from the stories of
Caleb and Joshua, looking to enter the promised land after the Israelites time wandering
in the wilderness. As they were poised to enter the Promised Land, he didn’t allow their
unbelief and failure to deter him from the promises of God, and the defeats of the past
weren’t going to affect his faith about the future.
Joshua 14:10-12
10And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years,
even since the Lord spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in
the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.
11As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength
was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.
12Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that day; for thou
heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and
fenced: if so be the Lord will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the
Lord said.
I love the King James translation of these verses because of the phrase, “give
me this mountain”. What confidence, promise, and trust these words embraced. Might
we know that with God walking with us and available to us that we can take on any
mountains that lie ahead!
Happy New Year!

Pastor Heather
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Newsy Notes
January 2019
Julie Tebo had hip replacement surgery in October and has returned to
church using one crutch. She hopes to be using a cane soon.
Barbara Gotal had hip surgery in early December and surprised us all by
coming to church a few weeks later using only a cane.
We have heard that Dave Hatch (son of Norma and Dave) recently had a
heart attack, but through surgery is recovering. The blessings of modern
medicine.
Bruce Hemmeon fell in his apartment the day before Thanksgiving,
resulting in a trip to the hospital and then to Oak Knoll for rehab. Wesley
and First Methodist members sang with the residents recently, and it was
good to see Bruce enjoying the visit from many of his friends.
Thank you to our Christian elves that decorated our church for the
Christmas holiday season. We also thank those that stepped forward to
light the advent candle each week.
Gloria and Art McNeil celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary just before Christmas with all of their “children” and grandkids at a special family gathering.
Carolyn Colby was one of the Framingham Art Guild members featured
in a recent Arts & More section of the Metrowest Daily News. She was
part of an exhibit at Amazing Things with one of her paintings in the
show.
Julia DiPersio has one semester remaining to receive her undergraduate
degree at Syracuse University. She is excited to have accepted a job with
Sonos in their marketing division beginning August, 2019! Melanie is
happy to know that both Jaclyn & Julia will be working in Boston and
will be close to home.”
Wilma Diaz, daughter of Gloria Beckford, is visiting her family after a long
flight from Panama.
Twenty one members from First and Wesley church traveled to Dedham to
see The Nutcracker. We went to see the final performance of our own
Anya Yakovlev Logan, as she will be graduating from High School in
June and going off to college. A party guest in the first scene also featured Julia Logan with Anya. Dimitri Yakovlev worked backstage helping to construct the sets and help with all that goes on behind the scenes.
Anya was the lead Spanish Chocolate dancer and showed the audience
her wonderful accomplishments after many years of dancing.
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Dear Family and Friends of Wesley United Methodist,
The Vision Team of Wesley would like to offer an update of our work, and invite you to
an important Worshipful Work Service on Sunday, January 13, 2019, from 9:00AM –
10:30AM in the Fellowship Hall, with a potluck brunch to follow. The main focus of this time
is to allow you to share your thoughts on the proposed options, listed below, in a prayer and worship-filled space. We will vote on the one option that you would like the Vision Team to develop
more fully.
Last Spring, members of Wesley met with consultant Betsy Waters to reflect on our declining congregation. The decision was made for a small group to work with Betsy to develop ministry possibilities. We have met four times with Betsy to reflect on Wesley’s strengths, gifts, passions, limitations and growing edges. We have studied Framingham demographics, have reached
out to Oak Knoll Nursing Home to explore ministry possibilities and have hosted an Advent workshop for their community. We have explored ministry options with other churches and have
reached out to First UMC to propose having a small open circle conversation. We have regularly
communicated our progress, shared personal spiritual practices along with prayers of lament, and
gratitude during Worship. Finally, we have identified and outlined three possible ministry options
for Wesley, outlined below.
Option #1: Wesley Ministry to Seniors
We would keep ¼ time Pastor (10 hours per week).
We would remain in the building with current 9:00 AM Worship start-time.
We would focus ministries on the seniors in our community; reaching out to and reconnecting
with new folks, as well as those who have left the church.
This would require a moderate increase in energy and participation by church members.
Our worship, culture, and congregational make-up would not change.
This model could happen immediately.
This is not likely to bring in families with young children.
Long term sustainability: Wesley would likely close in about 5 years.
Option #2: Link with First UMC (options include nesting in their building up to merger)
We would have a ¾ time or full-time Pastor.
We would probably leave our building.
We would have a more attractive Worship start-time.
We would focus ministries on children, youth and families with some younger children/
families currently at First UMC.
We would have shared lay-leadership responsibilities, more pastoral leadership (possible conference support with merger specialist) and likely, more energy for mission and ministry.
Expenses would be decreased with maintenance of one building and staffing cuts.
Our worship, culture, and congregational make-up would be similar.
Long term sustainability: the combined church would likely be the size of the current larger
congregation, not the sum of both congregations, without intentional focus on evangelism.
This model would require compromise and adjustments, and may take approximately 1.5
years to complete merger.
Continued on page 4
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Option #3: Close Wesley, Re-launch as a multi-cultural congregation
We would increase to a ½ time or ¾ time pastor (depending on Conference funding) and
would receive a new, non-Anglo pastor.
This would require the most energy investment to gather information, write grants and build
relationships.
We would stay in the building with the current worship start-time; with a likely time-change
in the future.
We would focus ministries on reaching out to one ethnic group in the community.
We would have to apply for New England UMC Conference grant to hire energy.
This model represents the greatest worship, cultural, and congregational change.
Long term sustainability: unknown but promising!
Please join us on Sunday, January 13th to share your thoughts on this and to cast
your ballot for the option that you would like Wesley’s Vision Team to further develop. We
ask you to pray with an open heart and spirit on these options and to honestly consider which ministry you would most likely support with your time, talents and treasure. We also ask for your continued prayers for our Pastor, our Vision Team and our church as we trust in God’s presence and
seek God’s guidance for Wesley.
In faith and service,
Wesley’s Vision Team Members

United Methodist Women
Join us for our first meeting of the New Year on Saturday, January
19, from 2 pm to 4 pm. in Fellowship Hall at Community UMC.
The Birthday Bash XVIII will be fun and a time to celebrate all of
our birthdays in 2019. If you would like to participate in the birthday gift exchange game, bring a birthday gift valued from $5 - 7. If not, come anyway!
Enjoy cupcakes and make your own ice cream sundaes, too!
Each Birthday Bash we identify a need and give you an opportunity to
contribute. This year for our ingathering, we have school bags ready for
school supplies. If you prefer not to shop, you can donate a couple of dollars
to the effort and we will do the shopping. If you cannot attend the Birthday
Bash but would like to contribute to this collection, drop items off in the CUMC
Fellowship Hall.
One of the organizations we are gifting with money from the “Winter Woods“
Fair is Thrive Communities Massachusetts, based in Lowell. “THRIVE’s
mission is to empower adults returning from incarceration and to revolutionize
the role community members play in their lives upon reentry by organizing
and supporting grassroots efforts for restorative reentry, community building,
and constituency leadership. When wholeness and justice replace cycles of
incarceration and oppression, communities THRIVE.”
Sherry Anne Bryant, President
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Christmas Poinsettias ~ 2018
Art & Gloria McNeil
In Memory of Margaret Rowe
George E. Shaw
In Memory of Ida Shaw
John & Beth Howard
In Honor of Rev. Heather Kattan & Family
Mary Hackett
In Memory of Dorothy & Buster Greer (parents)
In Memory of Dorothy Dunnington (sister)
Yakovlev Logan Family
In Memory of Margaret Rowe, Marge Danforth & Neil McCormick
In Memory of our Grandfathers Vsevolod Yakovlev & John Logan
Kamala Easwaramuthali & Family
In Memory of father, mother, sister, brother & Aunt
In Honor of Thanga Rathnam, Kassippillai, Raju, Karwna S Rathnam, Clasin
Ann Shriberg
In Honor of Julie Rundlett
In Honor of Amira Acre
Dave & Julie Rundlett
In Honor of our 5 grandchildren;
Ava, Olivia, Alba, Miles, Natalie
Phyllis Giardini
In Memory of Mary & Albert Giardini (Parents)
The Choirs
In Memory of Neil McCormick
Sisters in Spirit
In Memory of Marge Danforth
In Memory of Margaret Rowe
In Memory of Nancy Barrows
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9

10:00 AM Al-Anon
8:00 PM AA
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Wednesday

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit 7:00 PM Recovery
7:30 PM AA Study Group

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM New Hope Church
6:00 PM Good Shepherd Assembly of God

29

28

27

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit
7:30 PM AA Study Group

5:30 PM Vision Team
Conference Call
7:00 PM Recovery

21

22

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM New Hope Church
6:00 PM Good Shepherd Assembly of God

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit 7:00 PM Recovery
7:30 PM AA Study Group

20

14

9:00 AM Worshipful Work Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM New Hope Church
6:00 PM Good Shepherd Assembly of God

15

10:00 AM Al-Anon
8:00 PM AA

30

10:00 AM Al-Anon
7:15 PM Book Club at
FUMC
8:00 PM AA

23

10:00 AM Al-Anon
8:00 PM AA

16

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit 7:00 PM Recovery
10:00 AM Al-Anon
7:30 PM AA Study Group 7:00 PM Trustee Meeting 8:00 PM AA
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Communion Sunday
9:00 AM Worship Service - Epiphany
Sunday
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM New Hope Church
6:00 PM Good Shepherd Assembly of God

7

6

8

10:00 AM Sisters In Spirit 7:00 PM Recovery
7:30 PM AA Study Group

1

31

Tuesday

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM New Hope Church
6:00 PM Good Shepherd Assembly of God

Monday

30

Sunday

January 2019

31

24

17

10

3

Thursday

1

25

18

11

4

Friday

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 7th Day
Adventist
7:00 PM Assembly of God

2

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 7th Day
Adventist
7:00 PM Assembly of God

26

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 7th Day
Adventist
7:00 PM Assembly of God

19

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 7th Day
Adventist
7:00 PM Assembly of God

12

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 7th Day
Adventist
7:00 PM Assembly of God

5

Saturday





MONTHLY USHERS

MONTHLY HERALDS:

The deadline for
information to be included in the weekly Sunday
Bulletin is always the Wednesday before.
Articles for upcoming Heralds are listed below.
Please make note of the following deadlines:

1st Sunday Visa Subrimaniyam & Art McNeil
2nd Sunday Phillip LaVigne & Chris McKaughan
3rd Sunday Glenn Opela
4th Sunday Art McNeil & Visa Subrimaniyam
If needed:
5th Sunday Julie Tebo

February Herald—January 24
March Herald—February 22



ALTAR GUILD

Remember: email it to wesumcfram@rcn.com

Julie Tebo and Janis Snow





BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR JANUARY
1
2
13
16

FUMC BOOK CLUB

Kanapathi Easwaramuthali
Amanda Francis
Rakshan Jegan
Andrew Subrimaniyam

Everyone is invited to the Metrowest
Community Book Club.
Come for stimulating discussion.
The books are available at the
local library or at any bookstore.
If you are not able to come one month,
that’s OK. Just join us the following
month.



JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
January 2

Mrs. & Mrs. Vidal Melendez



Meets on the last Wednesday
of every month at 7:15 pm
at First UMC

JANUARY GREETERS
6 Phil & Lisa LaVigne
13 Lisa LaVigne
20 Beth Howard
27 Julie Tebo


JANUARY LITURGISTS
6
13
20
27

Leslie Walseman
Lin Olsen
Patricia Mufute
Bill Snow
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Rev. Heather Kattan, Pastor_
Sunday Schedule
Nursery Care
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Brazilian Worship

508-875-3853
508-435-4668
508-877-7283

508-875-3850
508-875-5345
508 875-3850

_______________________________________________

am
am
am
pm

80 Beacon Street, Framingham, MA 01701
508-875-3850

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8:45
9:00
9:30
7:00

Rev. Heather Kattan (office)
Parsonage: 8 Fairbanks Way
Judy Bortolotti: Administrative Assistant
Email: wesumcfram@rcn.com
Fax line
Mary Hackett: Lay Leader
Julie Rundlett: Choir Director
Email: jlorundlett@yahoo.com
Steve Dow: Custodian

Wesley United Methodist Church
80 Beacon Street
Framingham, MA 01701

Church Email: wesumcfram@rcn.com
Website: www.framinghamumc.com
________________________________________________________________

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is open
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays
from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Pastor Heather’s Office Hours are Mondays 10:00am - 1:00pm
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

