
 

 
 

Pastor Ken's Message 

Sunday, MAY 17, 2020 
  

When Things don't go Well 

 
One of the greatest preachers of the twentieth 
century was Theodore Parker Ferns. After his death, 
the vestry of the church in Boston honored him by 
collecting and printing what they believed were the 
best sermons he had preached during his 30 years as 
pastor. One of the sermons was entitled "When 
Things Don't Go Well." In it he gives us some 
handles on which to take hold as we seek to cope.  
Allow me to state each one and give my impression 
as well.  
 
1). "Remember that there is nothing that can 
happen to you that has not happened to millions of 
others."   
      
      When I fell ill in 2014, I was weak, lethargic, and 
unable to go on.  I told my wife that I just could not 
do it.  I just could not go into work because I felt so 
awful.  She said, "Ok, we are going to find out what 
is wrong with you." After many trips to the doctor 
and a slew of tests, finally it was identified. My 
illness was a blocked pancreas.  It was obstructed 
with a huge stone.  I went to a doctor in 
Morgantown.  I was acting like the world was 
coming to an end for me.  My blood pressure was sky 
high.  I was melancholy when I saw the doctor.  I 
asked him if what was wrong with me had ever 
happened to other people.  He said, "Pastor, a 
thousand times a day." That helped me realize that 

others had gone through what I was going through.  
He also said, "Pastor, you are a man of God, and 
you are going to be alright."  So far I still am. 
 
2). "Remind yourself that as a human being you run 
the risk of this kind of thing happening."  
 
    The human condition is that life is fragile and love 
makes us vulnerable; we are going to be hurt, but 
our hurts will pass; some dreams will be shattered 
while others will come to fruition.   
     A deacon friend of mine in Ravenswood had a 
heart attack at age fifty-three. There was no warning. 
One day he just passed away. His wife was beside 
herself with grief.  Her husband, the man she had 
fallen in love with so many years ago, had vanished, 
gone, taken from her. I remember her saying, "I 
don't get it. Why?"  
     But a couple of years later, she found another 
single man whom she fell in love with, and later she 
moved away and became a wonderful wife and took 
many mission trips abroad.  It looked like her life 
was over, but God still had work for her to do.  Life is 
precious, but fragile. Things do often go wrong with 
our plans for living, but circumstances can change, 
sometimes even for the better. 
 
3). "Remember there are people who have become 
great by facing what you must now face." 
 
     What are you facing right now; is it a disease, a 
condition, a debilitating accident, or depression?  
Remember what Victor Frank talked about in his 
book, "Man's Search for Meaning." He was a man 
who was trapped in Nazi prison camp. He witnessed 
men who had nothing but a piece of bread, sharing it 
or giving it away to someone else.  His point is that 
no one can take away the inner freedom of men to go 
their own way in the midst of crisis.  
      Remember what the Apostle Paul said.  "I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me."  And 
the Psalmist who said, "This is the day that the Lord 

has made, I will rejoice in it and be glad."  And what 
we see in I Thessalonians 5:26-18, "Rejoice always, 
pray constantly, and give thanks in all 
circumstance, for this is the will of Christ Jesus in 
you."  Remember, we can choose bitter or better, it 
really is up to us.  
 
4). "Say, I don't know how I'm going to handle this, 
but I can. I know that from sources of which I am 
not conscious help will come, not necessarily the 
help I ask for, but help that I know nothing about 
right now will rise up in me, will appear suddenly 
from all unexpected places."  
 
     I have no comment on this quote for it speaks for 
itself, except to say, that Christians have the power 
of the resurrected Christ to help in times of need.  
The eminent preacher, Harold Bosley, recalled a 
story from the days of the Great Depression; the 
distinguished attorney and professed atheist, were 
addressing a meeting of people from Chicago's 
Southside -- most of them black.  The economic 
conditions were at their worst; money and jobs were 
scarce and Darrow used that fact to point out the 
plight of the black people. He summed up their 
woes, concluding, "and yet you sing? No one can 
sing like you do. What do you have to sing about?" 
And her response was follow by many "amens" and 
yeses" and "that's right."  
     Uncharacteristically, Darrow for once, was 
stopped dead in his tracks.  He had no response, for 
he was face to face with that which cannot be 
rationalized, hardly even talked about in human 
terms -- people who can sing through their tears and 
above their fears because they walk with the One 
who strengthens them to do all things.  What a great 
list of handles to hold on to "When Things Don't Go 
Well." 

 
     In His service, 
       Pastor Ken 
     Rev. Kenneth Miller, Interim Pastor 
             

 The Rev. Ken Miller, Interim Pastor 
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This Week's Concerns: 
     Carolyn Pinegar's sister, Kenny Pritt and Brenda. 
 Our leaders, volunteers and church family as we 
prepare to reopen our church on June 7, 2020.   
Pray that God will bless the efforts of all those 
battling this vicious virus. 
     

We Continue to Pray for: 
     Remember all those who sacrificially serve 
others: the doctors, nurses and medical staff, 
volunteers and teachers; the armed forces; the first 
responders -- EMTs (Emergency Medical Staff); 
firemen and policemen; mail carriers; retail/grocery 
workers; and all other essential workers who never 
count the costs of blessing others. Say a special 
pray for them and ask God to bless them and their 
loved ones. 
 
     Billie Bonnett's sister (Kathy Brake); Carl 
Chewning; Todd Clark Jr.; Linlee Eidell; Shasta 
Eidell and Family; TR Eidell; Emma Eliason;  
Charlotte Elza;  Ruth Ann Evans, Hope Keefer; 
Becky Kenney; Linda McCauley and Alyssa 
Armstead; Tom and Carolyn Pinegar; Joe and Lisa 
Stephens, David Teter;  Nia, Hunter and Tia 
Vandevander; and let's pray for each other  
 

Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center 
  Beth Kittle, Pauline Newlon & Earl Teter 

 
Valentine's Personal Care: 

         Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen and Jim Ferguson 
 

 
 

 

 
 

TITHES & OFFERING RECEIVED THROUGH 

 May 15, 2020 

 Tithes & Offering received ................$5,952.00 

 Food Pantry..............................................$50.00 

 Needed to meet the Weekly Budget....$4,969.58 

 

     The work of the Lord depends on the support 

of  our church family. 

    A BIG THANK YOU to all those who continue 

to send in their Tithes and Offering on a regular 

basis!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

   

From Rev. Rick Pursley, 

           Pastor of Diamond Baptist Church 
 

  "The kind of sorrow God wants makes people 

change their hearts and lives. This leads to 

salvation, and you cannot be sorry for that. But 

the kind of sorrow the world has brings death." 

                         - 2 Corinthians 7:10 
 

In his book "AHA",  Pastor Kyle Idleman writes 

"the number one contributor to spiritual growth 

is not sermons, books, or small groups; the 

number-one contributor to spiritual growth is 

difficult circumstances." He further writes that 

God doesn't cause, but instead He uses difficult 

circumstances to draw us closer to Him. 
 

9-11 was a horrible and tragic day in the life of 

our country.  Thousands of innocent people died 

and our lives have been forever changed. You 

may have heard comments that 9-11 was God 

raining down His wrath on America for its evil 

ways. God certainly could have intervened and 

prevented the terrorist attacks from happening. 

But He didn't cause 9-11. Evil men with evil 

hearts determined to act on their hatred of  

America caused 9-11.  
 

Yet some good things came out of 9-11. Church 

attendance, for awhile, increased. Churches were  

 

 

 

filled as our country looked for answers and 

comfort. Although once our country became  

complacent again, many fell back into their old 

ways. Worship once again wasn't a priority and 

their relationship with God once again was put on 

hold. I don't have any evidence to back this up, 

but I suspect at least a few people who turned to 

God during that tragic day, stayed with Him. 
 

Today we face a different crisis. An invisible 

enemy that we initially believed preyed on the 

most vulnerable, has taken young and old alike. 

Physically fit and those with pre-existing 

conditions.  
 

Today, like 9-11, people are turning to God for 

answers. How sad is it that some only turn to God 

in a crisis. Somebody joked about the CEO 

Christian's (Christmas and Easter only) missing 

Easter service in our churches; by stating "well 

they still have Christmas." 
 

When the restrictions have been lifted and we are 

allowed to meet together in our churches for 

worship, I wonder how many people will attend? 

Each of us have a wonderful opportunity to draw 

closer to God.  Many of us can't use the excuse 

"we don't have time."  Because we do have time. 

In fact we have always had time. God gave each 

of us gifts to honor and serve Him. He gave each 

of us certain talents.  He gave us the ability to 

give by tithing.  He has gave us time to worship  

and serve Him. Of those three things, it is our 

time that we are the least willing to share.  
 

 

A Saint that I was blessed to know often said  

"the very air that we breathe is a gift from God."  

Folks, so is our time. James 4:8 says "draw near  

to God and He will draw near to you." 
 

 

It is up to each of us to take that first step. Use 

this time to draw closer to God. Spend more time 

in prayer, in His Word, and in serving Him. 
 

 Draw closer to Him and remain close to Him. 

Take advantage of these times as it seems our 

world has been put on hold. Get to know God 

again. He is waiting for you.  

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 Rev. "Rick" Pursley and wife Tammie 

and family are former members of First Baptist 

Church Elkins. He is pastor of Diamond Baptist 

Church and they currently live in Clendenin, WV.  
 

 

 


