
What is God up to? 

Ephesians 1:7-10 



Ephesians 1:7-10 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

 

7 In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 
8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 



But: What’s God 
up to and how do 
we get on board? 

Not: What’s our vision 
and how do we 
implement it?  
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is essential 

But all too often 

It is based in what we already do. 
It emphasizes the things that are important to 

us. 
It leads to a strategic plan about programs and 

finances to support the institution. 

It is forgotten shortly after it is determined. 
It lacks the potency needed to bring significant 

and lasting change. 



The Thing God Is Up To 



Colossians 1:19-20 
New International Version (NIV) 

 
 

19 For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, 20 and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through 
his blood, shed on the cross. 



What is God up to? 
 
God is up to redemption and 
reconciling creation back to 
himself.  



“What God is up to concerns all things, seeking 
to bring all creation into right relationship. It is to 
the world, not the church, then, that we should look 
in our search for the work that God is about—which 
is why we ask, “How do we send them out?” rather 
than “How do we bring them in?” And it is those 
who are involved in the world who can best provide 
insight into the way we can best become a part of 
this thing that God is up to—which is why we ask, 
“What is our congregation’s shared ministry?” not 
“What should the pastor do?” 

Dr. Jeffery Jones 



How do we get on board? 
 
Look for how we can show God’s love 
Ministry focused on missions 
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