
 

 
 

Pastor Ken's Message 

Sunday, MAY 24, 2020 

           The Ascension - Acts 1:8-11 

 

After Jesus had come back to life and had His many 

appearances, He ascended to heaven. This occurred 

at the Mount of Olives. Scriptures tell us that He will 

return someday in the exact same spot. I guess you 

could say Jesus went back to His original  

 

 

address. That is to say His real home. He was also to 

assume His place at the right hand of God.  
 

So now, this is the time to wait until He sends the 

Holy Spirit. And so this is what I want to talk about 

today. Something we humans are not very good at 

doing. What is it? Waiting. How do we wait while He 

is gone? Are we just waiting or are we being 

productive in our time of waiting? 
 

Our world is one in which there is much sin and 

turmoil. We see it every day on our televisions, 

computers, and our smart phones. There’s a 

shooting in Georgia. a protest in Michigan, and 

looting in New York. As you know this new virus is 

running rampant.  
  

However, we must recognize that we too are 

involved in sin regarding what we watch and take  

into our brains. Not only are our eyes taking in sin, 

our words and our thoughts are continually evil and 

wrong. What are we to do? What can we do? We can 

allow the Holy Spirit to keep us from sin and to help 

us be more effective in our Christian experience. 

How, you may ask? 
   

As we live, we let the Holy Spirit be in charge. He can 

substitute good deeds instead of bad ones as we go 

about life. We can follow and do God’s will. For years 

professionals have been coming up with great 

mission statements and religious slogans to help us, 

but the truth is there is no better vision or mission 

statement than "Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel.” (Mark16:15). 

 

  

  

 There are so many different ways to do this. We 

could preach or teach at a nursing or care home. We 

could teach a Sunday school class and be pen pals 

with children in other countries. We could spearhead 

an Operation Christmas Child event. We can go on a 

mission trip. We could ring the bell for the Salvation 

Army. The opportunities are endless. In fact, when 

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit the disciples were then 

empowered to preach the gospel and do His will. 

They became fishers of men and women. 
 

  So now that Jesus has ascended and sent the 

Holy Spirit, what should our waiting be filled with? 

 

 1. Good deeds. Remember, they will know we 

are Christians by our love. 

 2.  Share the gospel. There is no greater 

message. We all need to be saved. 

 3. Reach out to those who are not just close 

by, but far away. 

 4. Encourage all to give of their means. 

Realize that it is better to give than receive. 

 5. Know and make it clear that the church is 

the greatest institution ever created and it needs our 

help. Yes, Jesus went to heaven and now He wants 

us to practice our faith as if we were already there in 

heaven. 
 

Let’s get to it. Remember this, the good works we do 

shall follow us to heaven some day. 

 

     In His service, 

      

       Pastor Ken 

     Rev. Kenneth Miller, Interim Pastor 
             

 

 The Rev. Ken Miller, Interim Pastor 



 

         
 

Our Christian Love and Sympathies to: 
     David Lee Teter, Sierra and Chris on the death of 
brother and uncle, Earl Eugene Teter. Mr. Teter passed 
away on May 18, 2020 at the age of 78 at Elkins 
Rehabilitation and Care Center.  
     Also surviving are two sons, Richard "Rich" Teter and 
wife Tonia and Robert Teter and wife Kim. One daughter, 
Lora Hedrick and husband Steve; and one sister, 
Elizabeth Peters of Seattle, WA; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

 
This Week's Concerns: 

Carolyn Pinegar's sister and Kenny Pritt and Brenda. 
Our leaders, volunteers and church family as we prepare 
to reopen our church on June 7, 2020.   
 

We Continue to Pray for: 
Pray that God will bless the efforts of all those battling 
this vicious virus who sacrificially serve others: the 
doctors, nurses and medical staff, volunteers and 
teachers; the armed forces; the first responders; EMTs 
(Emergency Medical Staff); firemen and policemen; mail 
carriers; retail/grocery workers; and all other essential 
workers who never count the costs of blessing others. 
Say a special pray for them and ask God to bless them 
and their loved ones. 
     Billie Bonnett's sister (Kathy Brake);  Todd Clark Jr.; 
Linlee Eidell; Shasta Eidell and Family; TR Eidell; Emma 
Eliason; Charlotte Elza; Ruth Ann Evans, Hope Keefer; 
Becky Kenney; Linda McCauley and Alyssa Armstead; 
Tom and Carolyn Pinegar; Joe and Lisa Stephens, Nia, 
Hunter and Tia Vandevander; and let's pray for each 
other.  
 

Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center 
  Beth Kittle and Pauline Newlon   

 

Valentine's Personal Care Home: 
         Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen and Jim Ferguson 

 

 

 
 

TITHES & OFFERING RECEIVED THROUGH 

 May 22, 2020 

  Tithes & Offering received ...............$4,663.00 

    Deacons' Fund ....................................$500.00 

    Food Pantry ........................................$600.00 

  Needed to meet the Weekly Budget...$4,969.58 

 
       The work of the Lord depends on the support 

of our church family. A BIG thank you to all 

those who continue to send in their Tithes and 

Offerings on a regular basis!! Your faithful 

contributions are valuable to God's work!  

     Thank you for your generous support during 

these tough times. Praying God will bless you 

greatly for your generosity.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
“This, too, shall pass.” 

 

      We often worry about  life right now. We 

should not dwell on these fear-driven thoughts. 
Be guided  by your hopes, not your fears. If you 

believe that everything in your life will fall into 
place eventually, you will no longer have to be 

anxious about anything.  
     Have faith! Don’t take life for granted and 

celebrate everything that you have. 

 

  



 

   

From Rev. Rick Pursley  

 "Rick" and wife Tammie and family are former 

members of First Baptist Church Elkins.   
 

 

       "But God forbid that I should boast except  

        in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by  

        whom the world has been crucified to me,  

        and I to the world."  - Galatians 6:14 
 

 

   Yesterday I said something to my wife that I        

   have never said before; "Thank you for  the  

   cross." 
 

She had made this beautiful stained glass cross to 

be placed at the headstone of my parents' final 

resting place. They, like myself, were always in 

awe of her creativity and talent and I know that if 

they could, they certainly would have boasted 

about this very special gift to them.  
 

As we drove home from the cemetery, it struck 

me how infrequently that we thank Jesus for the 

cross. Nobody in the world could do what Jesus 

did from the cross.  
 

God demanded a perfect sacrifice for the 

atonement of the sins of mankind. Only One was 

perfect and that was Jesus. 
 

As the nails were driven through His hands and  

 

 

feet to that awful instrument of death, He showed 

the world how much He loved mankind. Nobody  

took His life, but instead He willingly laid it own 

for you and me. 
 

 
  

You and I deserved the cross. We are sinners. 

Jesus, who knew no sin, became sin. He took our 

past, present and future sins to the cross so that 

we can be forgiven; so that we can become a new  

creature in Christ. 
  

Today, as inadequate as my words may be, Jesus 

I thank you for the cross! Thank you for loving 

me and giving me a second, third, fourth and 

endless chances to get it right. Thank you for  

loving me in spite of myself. 
  

Thank you Jesus for the cross! 
 


