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  When: July 12 - 16, 2021 
            6:00pm - 8:00pm 
 

What: Vacation Bible School 
 

Who: Ages 4 - Grade 6 
         (the grade just completed) 
 

Where: Meet in the sanctuary 
             each night. Friday Night 
    is Family Night!  
                  Bring them all! 
 

Offering Project: Non-perishable 
                Food items for FBC food 
       pantry.   
                Details to follow. 
 
   Join us for this very special event.    
  Throughout the week, we will focus  
  on the birth of Jesus and the roles  
  of the angels, shepherds and wise  
  men. We will sing Christmas carols,  
  make crafts and enjoy snacks with a  
  Christmas theme. During our Friday  
  Family night, we will indulge in  
  Schmidlen’s homemade ice cream           
  sundaes!! 



FBC Men's Fellowship Breakfast  

 Sunday Morning, July 18th at 8:30 am 
 

Men of all ages are invited to join us for a 

hearty home-style breakfast, fellowship 

and spirited  conversation. Come join us, 

all ages are welcome!               

                                Menu: 

Eggs, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage,  

Hash Browns, Juice, and Coffee 

 

  

          Mark your calendars for  

        Sunday, August 1st  
  

          Time: Stay tuned: the  time  

    and all the details will be 

   forthcoming. 

     

     “I have no greater joy than to hear that my               

   children are walking in the truth.” - 3 John 1:3 

 
I personally know several young people who have had 

the opportunity to attend church camp at Camp Cowen in 

Webster County this year. Once you pass through the 

gates of Cowen and leave the outside world for a week, a 

feeling comes over you that the only way to describe it is 

as an incredible closeness to Christ. 

A week of being around like minded people, praying, 

reading God’s Word, praising Him and simply enjoying 

each other’s company. Cowen in fact may simply be a 

rehearsal for what heaven is really like.  

What I have witnessed time after time after kids have 

come back from Cowen is that they have grown. Not 

physically, but spiritually. They take their relationship 

with Jesus more seriously. Some begin their relationship 

with Jesus there. It changes the adults as well. I answered 

my call to ministry at Camp Cowen as well as many other 

adults. I observed changes in my own sons as they at-

tended Camp Cowen.  

This is more than a Public Service Announcement for 

Camp Cowen. It is to be an awareness that we have a re-

sponsibility to be a positive Godly influence to the chil-

dren in our lives whether they be our own, or ones that 

we are in contact with regularly. Churches need to be 

welcoming and encouraging places where are children 

can be comfortable and are able to grow and not a place 

where they are to be seen and not heard. 

A sanctuary without children is the sign of an ailing 

church. I strongly believe that. Remember that Jesus re-

buked His disciples for trying to turn the children away 

from Him because they thought He didn’t have time for 

them. If we don’t focus our time and energy on teaching 

and loving our children, there is a dark world out there 

that is willing to do it. 

Children are truly a gift from God. Give thanks for them 

and love them as Jesus loved them. Always have time for 

them, even when it isn’t always convenient. We have 

much to learn from them. 

               Rev. Rick Pursley 



  

  

 

 

 
 

        First Baptist Church owes a big debt of                 
gratitude to  our Pastoral Search Committee for  
all their hard work and dedication over the past 
year+ in the search for our new senior pastor. 
Thank you to committee members: Rose Harvey 
and TR Eidell, co-chairman, Phil Lantz, Brenda 
Miller, Leigh Ann Rinehart, Joe Schmidlen, and  
Dr. Jerry Metheny, Alternate 
 

       And what would we have done without the 
help of  Rev. David Hulme and all those who 
filled the pulpit over the last seventeen months. 
We are so grateful to Rev. Hulme, our WVBC 
Area Minister, for his leadership and direction.   
He also supplied our pulpit with guest speakers 
every  Sunday, that was 61 Sundays.  Thank 
you David for your love and support of First  
Baptist Church.    
 

       And our appreciation to all those who filled  
the pulpit on Sunday mornings during this           
interim period and the Covid-19 pandemic. 
(Listed alphabetically): 
     Rev. Rick Bergdoll, Rev. Gregg Blevins, Rev.  
     Rob Ely, Devin Freeman, Dan Hardesty, Brian  
     Hayes,  Rev. Kenneth Miller, Boyden Myers,  
     Rev. Rick Pursley, Rev. Linda Roberts, Brian  
     Shirak, Rev. Kevin Sions, Rev. Dr. Mike Sisson  
     (Executive Minister of WVBC), Rev. Frank  
     Miller (Director of  Operations at Parchment  
     Valley), Rev. Tristan Tenney, Rev. Patrick              
     Vincent, Rev. Joe Wolfe, and of course, Rev.  
     Brett Rinehart.   
 

       We are so excited that Rev, Brett Rinehart 
has started his pastorate with us and we look                 
forward to sharing his ministry together.  
 

       Of course, we cannot forget to thank our 
faithful church family who continues to  support 
the church with tithes, offerings and other gifts 
during the pandemic.  And we continue to be 
blessed by your faithfulness.   
THANK YOU!! 

“Alone we can do so little.  

Together we can do so much.”  
  

         WVBC CAMP COWEN 2021 

         Rev. Brett Rinehart 

Isaiah 40:31 ESV  
 “but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.”  
 

       Lasa, Liam, Lincoln, Lakelyn and I are very grateful that God 

has led us to such a wonderful church as First Baptist Church of  

Elkins. We are jubilant as we begin this ministry. The Lord has 

been preparing us for times such as these and we surely know 

that God has done the same for all of you.   

       God’s timing is a wonderful thing. Sometimes, the Lord 

works so quickly that we feel as if we are in a whirlwind. Other 

times, the days drag on and we feel as though nothing will ever 

happen. However, when we learn to live in respect to God’s 

timing, we find that the Lord knows exactly what He is doing 

and they He already has our future planned out. The time is 

now for our Church to rise up once again and join into the mis-

sion of the Lord!  

       During this time, we must first lean into the Lord whole-

heartedly. There we find our refuge and our renewal. Then as 

we look to the future of the church, we can do so with joy for 

the Lord is with us.  Let us then, as the church, mount up with 

wings as  Eagles.  Let us be motivated to serve God with all of 

the gifts He has given us!  Let us not grow weary or tired or 

bored or complacent.  Pray that God sends more workers for 

the harvest! For there is a harvest today that surrounds the 

walls of this Church and we need every one of us to take up our 

place in the Body of Christ.  

        As we move forward, we respect the past and learn  les-

sons from it and cherish our memories but we also must put a 

new foot forward. We at First Baptist Church of Elkins are to be 

the people who serve God with full devotion, doing so by           

serving others. Let us reach the lost and help the “least of 

these.”  Remember, in all that you do, give the glory to God.  
 

       I look forward to serving with you. Let’s Mount up!   
 

Brett    
Rev. Brett Rinehart, 
Senior Pastor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 EXTENDED CARE and NURSING HOME 

RESIDENTS 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center 

P O Box 188, Elkins, WV 26241      

Beth Kittle — (Mo Kittle’s mom)  

Bud Shoemaker  (Gary and Chad’s dad) 
 

Valentine’s Personal Care Home: 

521 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 

Amy “Toots” Arbogast  — (Karen Bialek’s mom) 
 

Holbrook Nursing Home  

183 Holbrook Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201                 

"Tom" Pinegar  — (Carolyn Pinegar’s husband) 
 

 Nella’s Nursing Home 

P O Box 1639, Elkins, WV 26241 

Paula Talbott King  (Martha Talbott’s daughter) 
 

  

       As we celebrate our             
  nation’s independence,  
  let’s remember our past  
  leaders who lost their  
  lives in the battle for the  
  freedom we are enjoying           
  today.  
 

       May we think of                
Freedom not as the right 
to do as we please, but as 
the   Opportunity to do 
what is right.  

           

With Deepest 

                Sympathy 
Our Christian Love and Sympathies to the Family of 
Ruth Frances Parrish Lewis. Ruth who passed away at 
age 92 on May 29, 2021 at Davis Medical Center.   
 
Our Sincere condolences to her children and grandchil-
dren: Son, Robert Lee Lewis, Jr.; daughters, Nancy Lewis, 
Mary Ann (Parker) Leonard, Betty Jo (Rob) Legg; Judy 
(John) Collins; daughter-in-law, Michelle Lewis; grandchil-
dren: Michaela, Cassie, Will, James, Thomas, Rachel, 
Samuel, Maggie, Nickelous, Amanda; and 13 great-
grandchildren.  

       

 
        

     “Thank you all of the church family who wrapped 

our family in love at the passing of Ruth Lewis. I really 

appreciated the Sunday school class and the members 

who visited and kept in touch with her when she could 

not longer attend. Thank you to the Choir, Praise 

Team, her Sunday school class, Evelyn and all the  

others in the congregation who provided food for the 

family while they were in for the funeral.”  

       Nancy Lewis and the other 41 family members. 

 

                   Prayer Concerns 
       This Week's Requests:  David Cline’s newborn 
granddaughter (Genevieve Cline); Norma Fitzwater's 
brother (Larry Howell); Corrine Hartman; Rusty Herdom; 
Janet Kittle; Lorena Sinsel; and Helen Tanner.; and Hank 
Woods. 
      We Continue to Pray for: Suzanne Batchelor (Becky 
Poe's cousin); Don Coberly; Pat Corley, Carolyn DeMotto, 
Linda Goss; Phil Lantz's niece; Cathy Kalar; Linda 
McCauley & Alyssa Armstead; David Harrold; Bill and 
Karen Pennington; Richard Shepherd; Bud Shoemaker; 
Christie Shoemaker; Martha Talbott; and William K. 
"Willie" Talbott. 
 

Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospi-

talizations after they occur. This is a missed opportunity for 

the calls and visits we would like to share. Please let us 

know if there is a concern in your family or other church 

family members (with their permission).   

      Call the church office (304-636-3448), email us at     

elkinsfbc@wv.net, or drop a note in the offering plate on 

Sundays. 


