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Filling the pulpit for Sunday Morning Worship 

Services during the Lenten Season: 

 

   • Sunday, March 07 — Rev. Rick Bergdoll 

   • Sunday, March 14 — Devin Freeman 

   • Sunday, March 21 — Brian Shirack 

                          PALM SUNDAY 

   • Sunday, March 28 —  Dan Hardesty 

                             EASTER  

   • Sunday, April 04 — Brian Hayes 
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COME, CELEBRATE EASTER  WITH  US ON 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4th   

We hope you will make plans to join us for our Easter 

Worship Service at 10:45am as we celebrate our risen 

Lord.  

An inspiring service is planned with lots of  beautiful 

seasonal music by our Worship Choir and Handbell 

Ringers.  Brian Hayes will be delivering an Easter 

Message and we will celebrate the Service of Holy 

Communion.  

   (We will not be holding a Resurrection Service).  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Report from the Pastoral  

Search Committee  
 

        Currently, the Search Committee has received 

seven resumes through the American Baptist              

MinistreLife website. Six are from out of state, with 

one candidate from West Virginia. The committee 

sent church profiles to five of these candidates. To 

date, two have asked to speak with us. Four other 

candidates, all from outside of West Virginia, were 

vetted by our Area  Minister, Rev. David Hulme.   

      When he contacted the state officials in the  

areas where they live, none received satisfactory 

reviews. Their resumes were not forwarded to us. 

      One resume was sent directly to the church.  

The candidate was Rev. Tristan Tenney of Beverly.  

Rev. Tenney has filled our pulpit numerous times in 

recent months and has been an inspiration to many 

in our congregation. Unfortunately Tristan recently 

withdrew his name from consideration, stating that 

he was called back to West Virginia to be the           

Director of Nursing at the prison in Huttonsville. He 

feels it is too soon to leave that position. 

     Thank you for your patience as we continue to 

map out a faithful process for God to lead us to our 

next pastor. The committee will be having a           

conversation soon with two of the candidates.  

Please continue to pray fervently for the work of 

our committee as we continue to review resumes 

and talk with potential candidates. 

 

Search Committee Members: 

       Roseann Harvey and TR Eidell, Co-chairmen  
             Phil Lantz    

  Kathy Timmins  

             Brenda Miller  

  Joe Schmidlen               

             Leigh Ann Rinehart   

             Dr. Jerry Metheny, alternate 

  

 

 

 

FROM REV. RICK PURLSEY 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 

those that mourn.” - Romans 12:15 

      We enjoy the little victories in our loved ones lives. 

When our grandsons receive a great report card, we 

praise their accomplishments. If they would receive less 

than a stellar one, we would be by their side to encour-

age and help them. 

      I have learned over the years that being a part of a 

church family, you have the type of love and support you 

don’t find anywhere else. As a Pastor, there is no greater 

joy than to witness somebody give their heart to Jesus.  

It doesn’t only bring joy to the Pastor’s heart, but to the 

entire congregation. Heaven celebrates over one sinner 

coming to Christ. I have also witnessed church families 

pull together and support one of their own when a Saint 

is called home. When a church member is seriously ill,       

it is their church family that pulls together to pray and to 

offer help in any way that they can. 

      Can you be a Christian and not attend church?  I  

believe you can, but you are missing out on so much. 

You are not being fed spiritually if you don’t experience 

that worship with fellow believers. You miss seeing the 

Holy Spirit at work in a church service.  

      If you are looking for the perfect church, you will 

never find it this side of heaven. Some say the church is 

filled with hypocrites. I say the church is filled with imper-

fect people who need to grow closer to Jesus. Remem-

ber, attending church is not about what other people 

think, but about your personal relationship with Jesus. 

      As restrictions begin to be lifted, I imagine many                

churches that have closed due to the pandemic may 

open their doors once again. If you got “out of the habit” 

of going to church, I encourage you to explore that             

possibility. Going to a church that God leads you to, that 

is biblically sound in its teachings and encourages a         

personal relationship with Christ, is far more important 

than religion and rituals. 

     May each of you have a blessed week. 

           



     

 

  

                                         

Dear First Baptist Church, 

 

         I so enjoy sharing the Good News of 

Christ from the First Baptist Church pulpit!  

Thank you for that opportunity — and for 

your generous gift!                              

 

Love,  

Rev.  Linda Walker Roberts 

  

This Week's Requests:  Sandra L. Day; Angela Lall; 
Brenda Miller; Christie Shoemaker; and William K. 
"Willie" Talbott. 

We Continue to Pray for: Phil Lantz's niece; Linda 
McCauley & Alyssa Armstead; Bill & Karen Pennington; 
Richard Shepherd; and Bud Shoemaker. 

Pray for: our nation and leaders; our church family;  
doctors, nurses, medical staff; FBC Pastoral Search 
Committee; volunteers and teachers; the armed forces; 
first responders; mail carriers; retail/grocery workers; all 
other essential workers who never count the costs of 
blessing others. 

Pray God will bless the USA and the countries around 
the world; all those battling this vicious virus; those who 
sacrificially serve others; the doctors, nurses and medi-
cal staff, volunteers and teachers; the armed forces; the 
first responders; firemen and policemen; mail carriers; 
retail/grocery workers; and all other essential workers 
who never count the costs of blessing others. 

 Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center:                             
P O Box 188, Elkins, WV 26241                                           
Beth Kittle (Mo Kittle’s mom) 

 
Valentine’s Personal Care Home: 

521 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 
Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen (Joe Wolfe’s mom)  

 
Holbrook Nursing Home  

183 Holbrook Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201                 
"Tom" Pinegar 

Remember our nursing home residents by  
keeping them in your prayers and/or sending 

 them a card. 

 

         We extend our heartfelt sympathies to the  

family  of Edward Charles “Bud” Clingerman, II. 

“Bud” passed away on February 21, 2021 at his 

caregiver’s home in Roanoke, WV. He is  survived 

by his wife, Terry Hicks Clingerman; sister-in-law, 

Therese Hicks; special children, Calee, Charles 

and Phillip; nephews, Josh Hicks and James Fogg.   

           “Bud” was a Baptist by faith. He was the 

nephew of the late William “Bill” and Marguerite 

Taylor, long-time  members and supporters of First  

Baptist Church Elkins.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

     

 Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour! 



 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Quarterly Business Meeting scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 10,  2021 has been canceled.   

 

The Ministry Council is (tentatively) planning to 

hold a Quarterly Business Meeting for the next 

quarter on Wednesday, June 9th, 2021 at 7:00 

pm. 

   

 

 

      
 We continue to be blessed by our faithful   
 church family who continue to send in their   
 Tithes and Offerings and other gifts on a  
 regular basis.  The work of the Lord depends  
 on the support of our church family. Those           
contributions are valuable to God's work!  
  

     Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 We must know that we don’t give just to be  

blessed, we are already blessed in Christ Jesus, 

rather we give to be a blessing.  

 Giving should not be seen as a business       

transaction with God with the intent of receiving 

an hundredfold return, rather it should be seen 

as an act of unconditional love. Just like the kind 

of love that moved God to send His son Jesus 

Christ.  

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

EASTERILIES 

The Church Office is currently taking 

orders for Easter Lilies.  Easter is a 

time for rebirth and new life. Cele-

brate the season by purchasing a lily 

in memory of  a loved one or friend, 

or in honor of  a someone special.  

If  you are interested in placing one  

the sanctuary on April 4th, call the 

office at 304-636-3448, or email the 

information to: elkinsfbc@wv.net     

    Prices are: single stem: $14.00 

                       double stem: $26.00 

                        triple stem: $39.00 

Please place your order by Palm 

Sunday, March 28th.   

If  you are paying by check, make 

them out to First Baptist Church and 

mark Lily in the memo.  

 

  

  


