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Sunday, December 6, Brian Hayes —  

     2nd Sunday of Advent  
 

Sunday, December 13, David Hulme —  

     3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday, December 20, Christmas Cantata —  

     4th Sunday of Advent,  

Message by Tristan Tenney  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

     Thursday, December 24 ~ 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 27 —  Brian Hayes  
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       It is with great anticipation that we begin to 

look toward the possibilities for ministry in 2021! 

One thing we know for sure is God is very much in 

control! Therefore, we are striving to align our-

selves, both as individual Christians and as a con-

vention family of churches, with His will and mis-

sion as our hearts desire. “Commit everything you 

do to the Lord. Trust Him, and He will help 

you” (Psalm 37:5). 

      We cannot know what surprises 2021 may 

hold, and in many ways, it doesn’t really matter. 

The God we serve is not only not limited by life’s 

challenges, on the contrary, His grace is often 

more evident and powerful because of them. As 

Tod Bolsinger reminds us, “This is a divine mo-

ment. This is an opportunity to express even more 

clearly what it means to follow and serve the God 

who is King of the entire world.”  

       First and foremost, the vision we believe God 

has called us to as West Virginia Baptists always 

finds its foundation in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

By many estimates, West Virginia continues to be 

89% unreached, so our work to communicate the 

gospel must always be before us. Focusing on 

evangelism and discipleship is a thread that runs 

through all the ministries we participate in. This is 

a key part of our shared mission of doing Christ’s 

work together.  

      This year, in addition to remarkable ministries 

such as Camp Cowen, Parchment Valley Confer-

ence Center, Baptist Campus Ministry, Brothers’ 

Keeper and the Bobby Wood School of Christian 

Studies, we will continue to focus on the young 

leaders God is raising up for Christian service 

both here and abroad. Ministry and missionary 

internships continue to assist people in identifying 

and responding to God’s call on their lives. Men-

toring relationships will continue to assist leaders 

as they strive to serve with excellence in their 

places of ministry.  

     Recent months have revealed new opportuni-

ties for evangelism and discipleship through digital 

media. Currently, we have launched learning  

 

 

 

 

    2021 Here We Come! 

groups from West Virginia who are participating with 

others from all over the country to discover how best to 

engage in meaningful ways with the people viewing 

their live streams and Facebook pages each Sunday. 

The goal is to learn ways to build the necessary rela-

tionships that lead to opportunities for evangelism and 

discipleship. We even have a new term to describe it, 

“phygital,” which is simply the words physical and digital 

combined. As former West Virginian Tyler Sansom, 

lead pastor of Church Anywhere, explains, Relation-

ships trump digital 100% of the time.”   

       Other focal points of ministry this year will be an 

emphasis by the Discipleship Commission on “Family 

Discipleship” and “Discipling your Grandchildren.” The 

emphasis of the Outreach Commission will be on 

“Church Planting, Partnering and Revitalization,” along 

with the “phygital” initiative. The Leadership  Commis-

sion will continue to focus on leader development, in-

cluding a digital version of the Annual Training Event in 

February. And the Stewardship Commission continues 

to work to strengthen our partnership in mission support 

and participation. This includes always seeking new 

ways to identify and equip people who feel called to the 

mission field.  

       These are just a few highlights of the work we do 

together as a family of churches. They are ministries we 

cannot do alone. In 2021 we need individuals and 

churches to continue to “Hold the Rope” for our work 

together with your financial support. The “Hold the 

Rope” emphasis was off to a great start, and your gen-

erous support was greatly appreciated, however, the 

pandemic interrupted the progress as it did in many ar-

eas of ministry and life. So, we are asking for you to 

prayerfully consider “Holding the Rope” again in 2021 to 

raise the necessary support to ensure the ministries we 

do together as a convention family continue strong in 

2021 and beyond. Finances alone are not enough. We 

need your continuous prayers and faithful participation 

as well. There is a mission field right outside your door 

and we can reach it for Christ by working together! 

 

 Richest of Blessings, 

 Mike Sisson,  Executive Minister of WVBC 



 
  

 

     

 

 

 

 

The Church office is currently taking orders for  

Poinsettias to be placed in the sanctuary for the  

Advent/Christmas Season.  If you would like to  

place a plant in the sanctuary in memory or in honor  

of a loved one or friend, call the office at 304-636- 

3448.  

     The Deadline to order is Tuesday, December 

15, 2020 by 3:00pm.    

Prices are as follows:  

        single plant (3-5 blooms)  — $14.00  

        double plant ( 5-7 blooms) —$21.00  

  and triple plant (7-10 blooms) —$28.00.  

 

 

Pastoral Search Committee:  

     TR Eidell, Rose Harvey, Phil Lantz, Brenda  

     Miller, Leigh Ann Rinehart, Joe Schmidlen,  

     Kathy Timmons, and alternate,  Dr. Jerry  

     Metheny. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,         

declares the Lord...”  - Jeremiah 29:11a 

    UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet 

regularly.  We will complete the church profile at 

our meeting on December 1st.  We will also           

finalize the "ministry priorities" that were discussed 

at the Annual Business Meeting on Wednesday, 

November 18th. 

Thank you to those who participated or offered  

input in another form.  Our next step will be to 

reach out to Rev. David Hulme, our area minister, 

for resumes to review.   

Please continue to be in prayer for the Search 

Committee as we begin to consider potential                 

candidates.  Thank you! 

                  

  
 

   

    We continue to be blessed by our faithful  

    church family who continue to send in their  

    Tithes and Offerings and other gifts on a  

    regular basis.  
 

  The work of the Lord depends on the sup- 

   port of our church family. Those contribu 

   tions are valuable to God's work!  

   Thank you for your generous support! 
 

   Praying God will bless you greatly for your  

   generosity and that He will grant you  

   strength to see you through these tough  

   and uncertain times.  



     

 • To Robert "Bob" and Elizabeth "Beth" Markley, 

Charles, John and Katherine, of the death of father and 
grandfather, Carson W. Markley, age 86. He passed 
away on October 26, 2020 at Ruby Memorial Hospital. 
Our condolences to the entire Markley family. 

• To Thomas "Tom" and Carolyn Pinegar on the death 

of Tom's mother, Katherine (Pinegar) Epling, age 93 
years,  formerly of Akron, Ohio. She passed away on 
November 10, 2020.  Also our condolences to Tom’s 
dad, George M. Epling; to granddaughter, Shannon 
(Robert) Ramsey and their extended family. A funeral 
service was held on November 13, 2020 in Canton, Ohio 

    To  the family of Betty Lou Reynolds Haynes. Betty 
passed away on November 27, 2020 at the age of 82 
years. She is survived by her husband of 61 years, 
Voras. Three children: Shonnette (Charlie) Landis; Voras 
Jr.(Lori) Haynes; and Annette (Davey) Marra. Grand-
children: Ashleigh, Jordan, Nicholas, Maddax, Saman-
tha,  Mackensie, and Tyler; and Stephanie Haynes and 
their extended family.   

The family request memorial contributions be made in 
Betty’s name to First Baptist Church, 412 Randolph  
Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241. 

 

 

      

 

This Week's Concerns: Lori Daniels; Butch Erick-

son (Evelyn Lange's brother); Voras Haynes Family; 
Voras Haynes, Jr.;  Becky Kenney; Phil Lantz's niece 
(Pam Armstrong); Ruth Lewis; Joseph Schmidlen; and 
Chad Newlon's dad (Dale Newlon);  

We Continue to Pray for: Danny Ballinger; Louise Chan-
nell; Betty Cromer's brother-in-law and family (The Bob 
Andersons); Carolyn DeMotto; Linlee Eidell; Shasta         
Eidell and Family; David Harrold; Mark S. and his family; 
Linda McCauley and Alyssa Armstead; Tim Murphy; 
Tom  Pinegar and Family; Mark S. and his family; Bill 
and Karen Pennington; Luretta Rinehart; Bud Shoe-
maker; Martha Talbott; Evelyn Thorn; and Tia Vandevan-
der and family.  

      Pray that God will bless all those battling this vicious 
virus who sacrificially serve others; the doctors, nurses 
and medical staff, volunteers and teachers; the armed 
forces; the first responders; firemen and policemen; mail 
carriers; retail/grocery workers; and all other essential 
workers who never count the costs of blessing others. 

                              Continued... 

Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
Remember our nursing home residents by keeping 
them in your prayers and/or sending them a card. 

 
Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center:                             

P O Box 188, Elkins, WV 26241                                           
Beth Kittle (Mo Kittle’s mom) 

Valentine’s Personal Care Home 
Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen (Joe Wolfe’s mom)  

and Jim Ferguson 
Holbrook Nursing Home: 

183 Holbrook Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201                 
"Tom" Pinegar 

 

  
  

 
 

•Dear First Baptist Church, 

     Thank you for another opportunity to share  

     God’s Word with you. I consider it a blessing! 

     Also thanks for your generous gift. 

         In  Christ’s Love, 

         Linda Roberts 
 

• Dear First Baptist Church, 

      I wanted to thank First Baptist Church for  

      the opportunity to fellowship. My family and I      

      felt welcomed.  We believe that the Lord was  

      glorified. Thank you for your gift as well.   
      

     We would love to fellowship again sometime. 

             Sincerely, 

            Devin Tenney 
 

• Dear First Baptist Church Family,                                              

         Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers   

     sent for the funeral service of Bob’s father,  

     Carson Markley. 

         Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 

                The Markley Family 

We wish everyone a very . . .  
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