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We are excited to reopen the doors 

of our church on July 5.  Doors will 

open at 10:15 am for the 10:45 am 

service.  
 

So that everyone can be safe, we 

ask you to practice social distancing 

and to wear your mask.  If you need 

a mask, one will be provided. If you 

are not feeling well, we lovingly ask 

you to please stay home.  
 

Pews are marked and the ushers 

will direct the flow of traffic for 

your protection.  For those who 

cannot attend, we will be putting 

the sermons on the church website 

and Facebook page.   
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone 

as we get back to worshiping                  

together.  

 

        Before we  

   celebrate the  

     Freedom, we   

  should not forget  

     to remember  

    those who laid      

    down their lives  

          for us.  



               

   

       
    

 A BIG thank you to our faithful  Church Family  

 who continue to send in their Tithes & Offerings  

  on a regular basis while our church family is  

  unable to attend Worship, Sunday school and  

  other church events due to the Covid-19 Virus.  
 

   Your faithful contributions are valuable to God's  

   work!  Thank you for your generous support  

   during these tough  times.  The work of the Lord  

  depends on the support of our church family.  
 

   Praying God will bless you greatly for your  

  generosity.  
  

  You will also find enclosed a copy of the  

  latest Church financial (Budget) report for  

  your review. 

        

 

    
 God is always faithful to answer. 

Sometimes His answer is 

a much desired "yes." 

Sometimes His answer  

is a merciful "no." 

Sometimes His answer is 

a faith-building "not yet." 

And sometimes...sometimes, 

when an answer cannot be found, 

His answer is simply 

"Trust me." 

 

 

 

 

 

         

         For Americans, COVID-19 has been an unprecedented disruption of life as we have known it.  For many,  

  it is devastatingly life-changing, as loved ones succumb to the deadly virus. Others continue to lose jobs over 

  night. Like you, I have practiced the mandated social distancing, aware that the ability to distance myself from  

  other is a luxury that many in our country and around the world do not have. 

         Our evening news is focused almost entirely on differing aspects of the pandemic, and afternoon briefings  

  by state authorities have become the norm.  There is one indisputable fact: the need created by COVID-19  

  surpasses what most of us have seen in our lifetime. 

          One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is one of the American Baptist expressions of relief for those who  

  are in need now, and those that will be in need in the future. Some have already experienced the toll that this  

  virus takes while others are social distancing to prevent it from taking root in their community. 

         We know what this means for Americans. We have watched the news as the figures for unemployment  

  claims have soared to record numbers.  We see the lines for the food distributions.  In a similar way, all around  

  the world, social distancing means that many are not able to leave the house.  That means many are not able  

  to work.  And that means many are not able to feed their families. The cycle is the same whether you are in  

  Indiana or India.  

           Donations through the OGHS COVID-19 will support immediate needs such as unemployment, loss of  

  income, housing, hunger and access to healthcare in the United States. Donations will also fund programs  

  supporting the well-being and mental health of faith leaders, congregations and communities. Funds will also  

  support vital services to vulnerable members of their communities and will facilitate activities and programs  

  focused on sustainable solutions that address the long-term impact of the pandemic. 

       We have enclosed envelopes for your convenience as you prayerfully consider your contributions. 

 

         Brief COVID-19 Response Update 

   from American Baptist World Relief Office 

 

    Our thanks and appreciation to the Family of Marguerite D. Taylor for  

                                          the latest gift of $6,729.65 representing the final distribution of our share  

  of the Estate of Marguerite D. Taylor. Marguerite was a lifetime, faithful member of First  

  Baptist Church Elkins from November 18, 1957--January 28, 2019. She continued to support  

  First Baptist throughout her 62 year church membership.      

                    “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.... Matthew 25:21a  



        We Share Our Christian Love and Sympathies to:   
 

 • the Rev. Ken and Allison Miller and Family on the death of  
Allison's father, Dr. Seaton Alfred "Al" Washburn, age 84 years.  
Dr, Washburn went home to his heavenly father on Sunday,  
May 10, 2020. He was a resident of Taylor Manor Nursing Home  
in Versailles, Kentucky.  
     He is also survived by two sons, Mark Washburn and Michael 
(Ruth) Washburn; six grandchildren: Nolan Miller; Mallory and  
husband Corey Adams and daughter Lorelei; Alan-Michael, Marin,  
Michelle, and Hannah Washburn.   
 
 Belated condolences to Sam and Charlotte Elza on the death of 
his sister, Wanda Lee Elza, age 71 years. She passed away on 
March 28, 2020 in the Clarksburg Nursing and Rehabilitation  
Center.  
      Also surviving: her mother, Juanita Elza Carr; four sisters, 
"Dolly" Collier; Dora Fisher, Betty Hale and Ethel Smeraman; and 
three other brothers, Alvin, Richard, Ronald Elza; and their ex-
tended family 
 

 

This Week's Concerns:  Carl Chewning's sister (Kathy Campbell 
Chewning);  Lori Daniels; Becky Kenney; Pastor Ken and Allison 
Miller's son-in-law (Corey Adams); Tom and Carolyn Pinegar and 
Family; Kenny Pritt; Luretta Rinehart; Dave Tice’s wife (Janet); 
Becky Whiteman. 

We Continue to Pray for: Billie Bonnett's sister (Kathy Brake);  
Todd Clark Jr.; Linlee Eidell; Shasta Eidell and Family; TR Eidell; 
Emma Eliason; Charlotte Elza; Ruth Ann Evans, Hope Keefer; 
Linda McCauley and Alyssa Armstead; Carolyn Pinegar's sister; 
Joe and Lisa Stephens, Kathy Timmins; Nia, Hunter and Tia Van-
devander;  and each other. 

Also keep in your prayers that God will bless the efforts of all those 
battling this vicious virus who sacrificially serve others: the doctors, 
nurses and medical staff, volunteers and teachers; the armed 
forces; the first responders; EMTs (Emergency Medical Staff);             
firemen and policemen; mail carriers; retail/grocery workers; and  
all other essential workers who never count the costs of blessing 
others. Say a special prayer for them and ask God to bless them 
and their loved ones. 

               Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
          Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center     
             Beth Kittle and Pauline Newlon   
           Valentine's Personal Care Home:   
  Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen and Jim Ferguson 
 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Church Family,  

      Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers from the 

church. They were beautiful and meant so much. I have 

such a love for  flowers as my mom was a floral designer 

at a Publix Super Market in Jacksonville, Florida after she  

retired from teaching.  

      Your prayers and other expressions of sympathy are 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Blessings & Prayers, 

Allison Miller and family 

A BIG thank you to everyone who has 

been contributing to FBC’s Food Panty in 

recent weeks through your monetary do-

nations and canned food items.  

However, due the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Virus our demands have been even 

greater and we are constantly in need of 

food items to restock our shelves. 

If you would like to help below is a list of 

suggested items. Or you can make a 

monetary donation and we will purchase 

the needed items.    

Suggested Items 

♦ canned vegetables (green beans, corn,  

   peas, pork-n-beans).  

♦ canned fruit (with pop-top lids) 

♦ granola bars  ♦ snack crackers   

♦ Vienna sausages  ♦ potted meat   

♦ Spam  ♦ spaghetti sauce and pasta  

♦ small packs of Jell-o, pudding , fruit  

    and applesauce   

♦ juice boxes  ♦ soup  ♦ crackers   

♦ peanut butter ♦ jelly (various sizes)  

♦ milk in paper cartons  

   (no refrigeration required)  

♦ packaged meat (Tuna or Chicken)   

♦  dry cereal in various sizes  

♦ Mac & Cheese ♦ beanie weenies 

♦ Spaghetti-O’s/Spaghetti & meatballs  

♦  Bread ♦ Bottles of water    

♦ Beef Stew   ♦  Packaged meals  
 

We ask you to include those who struggle 

with having enough to eat on a daily basis  

to your prayers; ask Jesus to be merciful and 

mighty in their lives. Maybe your donations 

will help answer this prayer. 
 

 

Thank you in advance for your contributions 

in our efforts to help feed those less fortunate. 

 
 

We are sorry to announce that because 

of the Pandemic, we will not be able to 

https://www.facebook.com/corey.adams.1829?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBfsnc6gv_0sRgE76pgISYHGgcdnXXNz1d5BRIKP7ejZ5vdHswrmBe7f_bXsH1lBxRy-j1FsPaWwAn6&fref=mentions


 

 

 

 

 

        SIX THINGS I KNOW ABOUT JESUS  

                            - John 14:26 
 

         My first memory as a child was when my parents 

took me to see the new house they were purchasing  

As we entered the unfinished top floor, I saw carpen-

ters with saw horses, and men putting plaster on the 

walls and ceiling.  

 It was not long until I started living there in my 

own little room.  I had a closet and in the closet hung 

some good clothes.  I soon learned that those were my 

best clothes. Those were my Sunday morning clothes.  

We started attending a Presbyterian church, and I 

would always wear my best clothes to church because 

church was a very important place. When I started, all 

they seemed to talk about was this Jesus. Jesus loves 

you, this I know for the Bible tells me so, little ones to 

Him  belong, they are weak but He is strong. They said 

prayers in Jesus’ name. The congregation had this 

ceremony where they ate bread and drank the juice, 

they said it was a story about Jesus.  

 As I got a little older, I started to really enjoy the 

outdoors. It seemed there was green grass every-

where in Iowa. We had a great front yard with two lo-

cust trees, and everyone in town seemed to have a 

garden. There were so many animals on the farms and 

silos full of corn.  One day I realized who made all of 

this, who made the earth, and made me, it was Jesus. 

Oh, my friends, the Bible tells us that God used Jesus 

as His special agent of creation. He also made every-

thing that is in the water that covers most of the planet.  

He made all the galaxies, babbling brooks, waterfalls, 

sunrises, sunsets, different seasons, the ocean.  Yes, 

one thing I know is that Jesus made them all.  What a 

magnificent designer. 

 The second thing I know about Jesus is that he 

came with compassion for all human beings. He made 

the mute able to talk; the deaf to hear, those with lep-

rosy, he cleansed.  He helped those who were dead to 

come back to life again.  He did not just heal people 

physically,  he helped them with their mental problems 

as well.  

 The third thing I know about Jesus is that he 

knew he was to be crucified. Crucifixion is the most 

terrible way to die. He knew early on that was going to 

be his fate. He went through the worst physical and 

mental agony so that all could be saved.  He laid down 

His live for us. 

 The fourth thing I know is that Jesus rose from 

the dead. And that is why we celebrate Easter. That is 

why we have Sunrise Services. That is why people 

have hope that God will look favorable on them when 

they die in Him. That is why doctors pray before sur-

geries.  That is why people accept Christ. That is why 

we teach and preach and why we improve in our love 

and our behavior; because He rose from the dead and 

He is alive.  

        The fifth thing I know about Jesus is that He con-

quered sin. What do I mean by that? I mean that sin 

does not have the penalty of death anymore. I mean 

the law was fine and the law was perfect, but it had no 

power to make us keep it. It is fine in its original form 

but as good as it is, it does not improve or conform us 

into what we should be. No, we are now free not to 

sin. In the Book of Acts, you will read of the Holy Spirit 

that came upon the disciples and believers. This 

power gave them more help in saying no to sin. They 

were free with a new power to say no to sin and yes to 

Jesus.  

         In the Book of Galatians, the Spirit is continually 

urging us to practice, love, joy, peace, patience, good-

ness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. The 

more we practice them, the less we will sin. He saved 

us from the penalty of sin and power of sin. We have 

supernatural help to say no to sin. 

          The sixth think I know is that He is coming 

again. The first time He came, He came as a little 

baby, He was born in humble circumstances; born of 

a woman in a manger. He worked with His father and 

took care of His mother until it was time for His minis-

try. But someday He is coming back and the Bible 

tells us He will come back to the very place in which 

He ascended. And when He comes back we will have 

a new Heaven and a new earth. No, I can’t explain 

just exactly what it will be like, but I know what the Bi-

ble says. It says at present we don’t know what we will 

look like, but we do know that when He appears we 

will be like Him. 

        You know, for years people made predictions 

when Christ was coming back. They had tent revivals 

and they said, “well next year, we will not be here be-

cause Christ will have come back.”  I can see all the 

signs. If Jesus did not know when He was to come 

back, we sure are not going to figure it out. He is com-

ing back some day to settle accounts. What we do 

matters. We must first accept Him, then surrender to 

His will so that we can be the people fit for His new 

place of service. Come to grips with Jesus; read the 

Sermon on the Mount in  Matthew chapters 5—7; know 

His commands, and live a life worthy of His calling.      

        Remember, if you have broken any of the Ten 

Commandments, you have broken them all. So know 

that He is coming back—because He said so. 

       So what are the six things that I know about Him? 

             (1) He created it all   

             (2) He had compassion, love in action, we   

       should too.  

             (3) He was crucified for our sins.  

             (4) He rose from the grave. 

             (5) He conquered sin, that is the penalty and 

        the power. 

             (6) He is coming again. So we all must be  

                   ready. 

 Lastly, remember this: without Easter, without 

Him rising from the dead, nothing else matters or 

comes to any significance. That is what I know about 

Jesus. Thank God, I know it. Do you?  
  

 In His Service, 

 Ken 

                        Rev. Ken Miller 



  

Dear American Baptists, 
 

       The death of George Floyd has caused widespread 
pain, rage, protests, and violence in Minneapolis and 
across the United States. I appreciate the input received 
from officers of the Regional Executive Ministers Council, 
members of the National Executive Council, and others in 
constructing a response to this event. While American 
Baptists have never advocated violence, we grieve with 
those feeling the pent-up pain from years of racial dis-
crimination and injustice. The horrifying video captured at 
the corner of Chicago Avenue and 38th Street in Minnea-
polis has released years of frustration that can never be 
fully understood by those who have not consistently lived 

with injustice historically and presently. 
 

       Acts of current racial injustice as well as the effects of 
historic racial injustices have been brought into the light in           
recent weeks as we recognize that African-Americans 
have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. In a 
recent study, the Centers for Disease Control found that 
45% of individuals for whom race or ethnicity data was 
available were white, compared to 55% of individuals in 
the surrounding community and that 33% of hospitalized 
patients were black compared to 18% in the community. 
Unequal access to healthcare, jobs, education, and train-
ing have all been influenced by the racialized society in 

which we continue to live. 
 

        Unfortunately, acts of violence have been cast upon 
many ethnically distinct groups within our congregations 
and among our international partners. Many Chinese as 
well as Asian-Americans are being targeted, harassed, 
and even physically attacked because of comments made 
about COVID-19. In Malaysia, we are hearing reports of 
the government using  information collected from the treat-
ment of persons affected by COVID-19 for deportation 
despite earlier statements that no one who sought medical 
services for the corona virus would be arrested based on 

their immigration status. 
 

        Racism and Xenophobia have deep roots in Ameri-
can history and culture and wrongs cannot be righted 
overnight. While expeditious action is critical to the pursuit 
of justice for George Floyd, dialogue, conversation, sys-
temic change, and continued acts of justice to curb the 
sources of prejudice and discrimination are needed. In 
these tense times of ache and agony and stinging memo-
ries of bias and wrongdoing, we are called again to com-
bat racism and resist violence. American Baptists have 
historically advocated against both violence as well as 
racial injustice.  
 

       “Our denominational history is rich with resistance 
against violence. From Roger Williams speaking in defense 
of First Nations People, to the Abolitionists, down to  
Walter Rauschenbusch, and Martin Luther King, American 
Baptists in particular have been on the forefront for the ces-
sation of violence and the coming of Shalom.” (American 
Baptist Case Statement on Violence from the 2015 Mission 
Table). 
 
         I am calling on people of faith to find the resources of 
the Spirit to calm their anger. “Lead a life worthy of the call-
ing to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3, NASV) 
 

 Our denominational history is also rich in working 
toward justice in general and racial justice in particular. 
“Racial  justice,” as defined in our 1989 ABCUSA policy 
statement, “is recognizing our oneness in Christ, confess-
ing that we have not become what God wants us to be, and 
committing ourselves to pressing on to that mark of high 
calling by which we can  become a liberating symbol to our 
nation and world of what it means to be the people of God. 
In so doing, we can challenge our nation to live up to its 

high purposes.”  

 

      “Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, 
and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies; and 
walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16, 
NASV) I charge our American Baptist family to continue to 

search,  advocate, and live where the good way lies. 

  

  Dr. C. Jeff Woods 
  Interim General Secretary, 
  American Baptist Churches USA  

 

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/29/20)  

On May 29, 2020, Interim General Secretary Dr. C. Jeff Woods published a letter to Ameri-
can Baptists with a message centered around justice and more specifically, racial justice. 


