
 

  

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 3rd - 

            10:45 am - 1st Sunday of Advent.  Our “Hanging of  the Greens” special worship Service. This beautiful    

                service will help us prepare for the coming of our Messiah. 

              4:00 pm - All-Church Holiday Meal in Fellowship Hall. 

  6:00 pm - WV Baptist Cluster Service at Valley Bend Baptist Church, Valley Bend, WV 
 

December 10th  -  

              3:00 pm - Youth Christmas Caroling and 5:00 pm Christmas Party 
   

December 16th & 17th -  

   7:00 pm  - FBC Worship Choir Christmas Cantata - “At Last, Noel.”   

          Followed by receptions in Fellowship Hall hosted by the  

                                  Fellowship Board and Friends 

December 20th  

              7:00 pm - Shining Light Learning Center Christmas Program                        
  

December 24th -  

              6:00pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  (Note Time)  

This service will be filled with beautiful music by the Handbell Ringers, the 

Worship Choir and 

congregational Christmas songs. Performance by the 

Master’s Puppeteers, Lighting of the Christ’ Candle,       

Pastor’s message,  Service of Holy Communion, and  

lighting the congregational candles.   

    

Monday, December 25th -   

           Christmas Day! — Church Office will be  Closed   
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November featured our  

annual Rake & Run   

sponsored by the Rinehart’s.  

Children, youth, and students from D&E Baptist Campus  
Ministries assisted with leaf raking. Thank you to all who 
participated and to the Rinehart’s for their continued support.  
 

Youth also participated in One Great Hour of the Sharing 
Offering and Operation Christmas Child. Members of our 
youth group will gather on December 10th to go caroling in 
the community and have some holiday fun at our Christmas 
party.  

Christmas Gifts That Won't Break will be our Advent study 
for Youth Sunday School in December. Discussing the four 
Christmas gifts - Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace as we prepare 
for the Christmas season.  

 

  

December 3rd - 1st Sunday of Advent - bring a Christmas ornament to hang on the Church Christmas tree for 
Hanging of the Greens Service. 

December 10th at 3:00 pm - Christmas caroling. If you have not completed the church permission slip, one is 
needed to ride the church van to go caroling. Notarized permission slips are needed annually for all participants 
per church authorities. 5:00 pm Youth Group Christmas party — bring a $5.00 gift to exchange.  

December 22nd - help church pack Christmas food baskets for the needy at 6:30 pm  

January  5th, 2018 - Winterjam  at Charleston Civic Center– Entertainer, Skillet, Newsong, and other Contem-

porary Christian artists. Advance sign-up December 10th. See  2018jamtour.com for more info.  

Have a blessed and very Merry Christmas!  

Lori Daniels  
Youth Parent Council 
 

                 "Give thanks with a grateful heart" - 

We have been blessed with an active youth program this year.  

We continue to give thanks for everyone who has supported the  

program and the lives we have touched this year. Thank you to 

youth board members for serving; and parents who have               

assisted this past year. 

Our youth continues to serve in our church and community. 
Youth led games and activities for Trunk or Treat on Sunday      
afternoon, October 29th.  

 

POINSETTIAS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
We are currently taking orders for Poinsettia plants for the Advent/Christmas           
Season.  We will be ordering the plants from a local greenhouse. The supply of 
plants are limited, so if you are interested in placing a Poinsettia in the sanctu-
ary in memory or in honor of a loved one or friend, you need to get your order 
in early.  

Prices are:  
$15.00 for a single stem plant, $24.50 for two stems or $29.50 for three stems  

This price includes foil wrap and ribbon.  We plan to have the plants in the sanctuary in time for the Christmas 
Cantata, December 16th & 17th. To place your order, call the church office at 304-636-3448. Deadline to order    
is Friday, December 8th by 3:00pm.  



        

  

Advent of the Christ 

The weather has retreated into winter and the calendar says the year is coming to an end—both speaking 

to a bleak time. Yet, for the Christian, this time of year is anything but bleak, rather it is a celebration! The 

believer treasures the anticipation of the birth of the Messiah, for in him comes new life and eternal     

heavenly presence.  

Advent season is how we celebrate. Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” The Advent season is focused on 

the coming Christ in his first appearance and his return in the future. This time is a remembrance of our 

need for salvation through repentance, reconciliation and resurrection. Salvation, that is—a ‘rescue’, 

comes only from and by Jesus because we cannot lift ourselves out of our own sin or avoid God the          

Father’s judgment against un-holiness. The coming Christ fills the hearts of humanity with hope, peace, 

glory, and joy for these reasons. 

The Advent Wreath has much symbolic meaning and various within The Church. For us, the evergreen 

wreath represents the everlasting life brought to the world through Jesus. The circle of the wreath           

symbolizes God himself as infinite, eternal and transcendent, therefore the only one who could give           

humanity a Savior. The green of the wreath proclaims the new life given to those who believe in Jesus.  

The candles themselves declare Jesus as the Light of the World.  

The colors of the candles further the deeply significant symbolism of the Advent Wreath. Three purple 

candles have traditionally represented penitence in Advent, yet suffering in Lent; a truly noteworthy con-

nection between Jesus’ birth and death. Contemporarily, the purple speaks to anticipation of the birth of 

Christ. The fourth candle is blue to represent the royalty of the coming Christ as King of Kings and is a            

distinction from the rose candle of Lent. All four candles are a building of excitement, celebrating                   

characteristics of his ministry and work he was to accomplish: hope, peace, glory and joy.   

Hope of salvation and adoption into the family of the Almighty God. Peace between Creator God and           

created humanity through reconciliation. Glory of the Father shown through Jesus and glory returned to 

the Father by Jesus, beautifully exemplified for us to repeat. Joy in the gift freely given of now abundant 

life and future eternal life. 

The final candle is white to represent Jesus Christ, the perfect, blameless and spotless lamb offered by the 

holy Father for the salvation of his unholy creation. Each lighting of the four candles shows the crescendo 

of light brought into the world because of Jesus’ birth. The lighting of this candle is the final reminder of 

the incarnation filling the world with the light of the God-head. 

We must keep in mind that the symbolism of the Advent Wreath is only tradition, even though based on 

scriptural truths, yet it is not scriptural in is derivation. Nonetheless, it is a wonderful tradition that brings 

warmth and significance to this time of year as it leads us to celebrate and worship the Christ.  

 

Celebrate Jesus the Messiah this season! 

 

To His Glory, 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

 Scott Hamby    



 

       

      Our Deacons and Mission Board will be preparing 
65 food baskets this Christmas Season.  The church 
has arranged to purchase the food items needed for 
the baskets from local merchants. We are only           
requesting monetary donations to pay for the food.  

And,  in order for this to be a successful project, we 
will need volunteers to help prepare the boxes on  
Friday, December 22nd at 6:30pm and Saturday 
morning, December 23rd at 9:00am  

Call the church office is you would like to volunteer. 

 

 

 OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO... 

... the family of Helen Jones Lantz, age 93. She passed away on November 4, 2017 at her home. Helen donated her body 
to the WVU School of Medicine. She had been a member of FBC since her baptism on February 28, 1937 -- an 80 year 
member.  Sympathies to her daughter, Lea McBride and husband Larry; one grandson, Kasey McBride and wife Amanda. 
Great-grandsons, Bryer and Jayden McBride; extended family: Phil and Margaret Lantz and Becky and Bill Kenny and the 

Steve Daniels family.  

 ... our Condolences to Doris and Danny Nelson and family on the death of her mother, Kathleen Barbara Colaw, age 92. 
She passed away on October 25, 2017 at Colonial Place.  
     Also surviving are one son, Robert Colaw and a daughter Cheryl (Ronnie) Baker, as well as several grandchildren. 
 

….Robin and Matt Fair on the loss of her father, Robert E. “Artie” Shaw. To his other children: daughters Beverly (Rodney) 
Woods, Nancy Aldridge and Cindy Ulrich. Son Cary (Debbie) Shaw; one sister, Betty Stadd; 15 grandchildren; 28 great-

grandchildren; and 1 great-great grandchild.  

 

 

 

 THIS WEEK'S CONCERNS: Mary Evans, Sandy Godwin, Brooke Gregory; Carl House, Karen McGraw’s cousin (John 
Wesselman); Sherri and Dan Mullens, Paul Mullins, Carol Spencer’s sister (June); Willie Riddle; "Laddy" Schmidlen; Earl 

Teter, Paul Teter, Kathy TImmins brother (Mark Hudkins), Ed Tyre, and Mark White 

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: Alyssa Armstead; Kim Been; Barb Bender; Catherine Bosworth; Tom Bright; Beulah Carr 
(Janie Newlon's mom); Carl Chewning; Bobbie Sue Cool; Heather Cox;  Roy Crickard; Aiden Channell; Mike Coberly; Barb 
Cross; Daniel Ray Cutright; Mike DePolo; Thomas Eidell, Sr.; Dorothy Erickson,  Ruth Ann Evans; David Hamrick; Harrold 
Hamrick; Barbara Harvey, Ruth Harrold; Betty Isenhart; Laura Jeffries; Cynthia & Phillips Kolsun; Carmel Lantz; Bob Lam-
beth, Jr.; Louise Corrick Leachman; Champ Lothes; Rose Martin; Anita Nesland's mom; Carol Mallow; Margaret Meredith; 
Bob Orain; Tracy Patrick; Ed Pollard and Family; "Dottie" Parli; Bill & Karen Pennington; Debbie Pernia; Beverly Phillips; 
Clayton & Marie Poling; Heidi Saarelma; Ann Schmidlen; Brittany Schmidlen; Elsie Shoemaker; Deb Super; Bob Teter; 

Kathy Timmins; Dr. Joe Trupo; Phyllis Vance; Hunter & Nia Vandevander and Barbara Wetsel.  

  OUR EXTENDED CARE & NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 

   Colonial Place: Nana Carpenter; Millie Metheny; Mary Nida; and Marguerite Taylor  
    ERCC: Jim Cost; Paul Mullins and Earl Teter 
   Good Samaritan: Beulah Carr (Janie Newlon's mom)   
   Oakland Nursing & Rehabilitation Center: Jane Hardesty 
   Valentine's Personal Care: Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen 
   Country Care Nursing Home in Buckhannon: Marguerite Taylor 


