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                       We invite you to join us this Sunday,  

 April 4th at 10:45am for a special EASTER Worship Service that will include  

beautiful music by our Handbell Ringers, Praise Team and the Worship Choir.   

Our special guest speaker, Brian Hayes, will be delivering the Easter Message  

along with the service Holy Communion.   

                      Come Join us as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection!  He Lives!! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Dear First Baptist Church, 

Thank you for the warm welcome and for being such 

a huge encouragement to me. Tammie and I really 

enjoyed being back with our Elkins Church family!  

I received the newsletter today and read the informa-

tion provided by the pulpit committee. I pray that 

their search will be productive soon. Thanks again 

for everything!  

             Rev Rick and Tammie Pursley 

(Rev. Pursley filled the pulpit on Sunday, February   

28, 2021.) 
 

                      

 

FILLING THE PULPIT 

       We are so grateful to our ministry partners who 

have willingly accepted our invitation to fill the     

pulpit during this interim period and Covid-19          

pandemic. All their sermons have been timely and 

very encouraging to our church family. We have 

been truly blessed by their messages and support.   

  

  

 
  

This Week's Request: Linda Goss; Jill McClure; 
Christie Shoemaker;  Rev. Brian Seders and wife 
Susan,  

Recent Requests: Amy "Toots" Arbogast; Angela 
Lall; Phil Lantz's niece; Linda McCauley & Alyssa 
Armstead; Brenda Miller; Bill & Karen Pennington; 
Richard Shepherd; Bud Shoemaker; Carol 
Spencer; Paula Talbott; Martha Talbott; and             
William K. "Willie" Talbott;   

Continue to Pray for: our nation and leaders; our 
church family; doctors, nurses, medical staff;           
Pastoral Search Committee; volunteers; teachers; 
the armed forces; first responders (police, fireman 
and EMS); mail carriers; retail/grocery workers; and 
all other essential workers who never count the 
costs of blessing others. 

 Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center 
P O Box 188, Elkins, WV 26241      
Beth Kittle (Mo Kittle’s mom) 

 
 

Valentine’s Personal Care Home: 
521 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 

Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen (Joe Wolfe’s mom)  
Amy “Toots” Arbogast (Karen Bialek’s mom) 

 
Holbrook Nursing Home  

183 Holbrook Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201                 
"Tom" Pinegar 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING SOON!! 
 

First Baptist Church Audio/Visual Team is  

in the process of  offering  live streaming of  

our Sunday Morning Worship Services. 

          STAY  TUNED . . .  
                          WATCH FOR IT !! 

We continue to be blessed by our faithful church family  
who continues to support the church with their Tithes 
and Offerings and other gifts on a regular basis.  The work 
of the Lord depends on the support of our church family. 
Those contributions are valuable to God's work!  

          Thank you for your generous support! 

 We must know that we don’t give just to be  blessed,          

we are already blessed in Christ Jesus, rather we give         

to be a blessing. Giving should not be seen as a business       

transaction with God with the intent of receiving a           

hundredfold return, rather it should be seen as an act of 

unconditional love. Just like the kind of love that moved 

God to send His son Jesus Christ.  



 

We are thankful to the following who presented 

beautiful Easter Lilies in memory or in honor of 

their loved ones and friends; and to beautify our 

sanctuary for Easter Morning: 

♦ Floyd and Debbie Pernia present their lily in  

     loving memory of Troy  Ashton, Rosemary  
     Pernia and Bill and Nana Carpenter. 

♦ Barbara Harvey given in loving memory of  

     husband, Robin Harvey and daughter, Deborah  
     Super.   
 

♦ Josh Super in loving memory of his mother,  

     Deborah Super.  
  

♦ Joe Super in loving memory of Debbie Super.    
   

♦ In honor of Rose Harvey, given by the First Baptist    

     Church Handbell Ringers: "for her dedication and   
     direction in praising God with our ringing."  
 

♦ In loving memory of sister, aunt and great-aunt,  

     Deb Super by Dick, Rose, Steve, Mallory, Jeff,  
     Deanna, Talia, Asher, and Garrett Harvey. 
     

♦ In memory of Lawrence and Mary Perchan by  

    The Dick Harvey Family, The Steve Harvey  
    Family, The Jeff Harvey Family, and Betsey             
    Lambeth. 

 

♦ In loving memory of fathers, grandfathers, and 

   great-grandfathers, Robin Harvey and Robert  
   Lambeth by Dick, Rose, Steve, Mallory, Jeff,  
   Deanna, Talia, Asher, and Garrett Harvey. 

 

♦ In honor of Nancy Lewis, by the Worship Choir:         

    "in appreciation of her leadership, dedication  
     and tireless efforts to add beautiful music to  
     our worship services." 

 

♦ Given in memory of Curtis Corley by wife Pat,  

     daughter and son-in-law, Chad and Christie    
     Shoemaker, and granddaughters, Sara and  
     Sophie Shoemaker.     
      

♦ In thanksgiving to God and in loving memory  

     of loved ones: Marvin Lange, Michelle Lange,  
     Carl and Eleanor Erickson, John and Carol  
     Daniels, and  Dorothy Erickson, given by  
     Evelyn Lange, Steve and Lori Daniels, Heidi  
     Daniels, and Hannah and Sam Urban.  
 

♦ Gary and Becky Whiteman present their lily in  

    honor of Evelyn Lange, our Church Secretary.   
    "What a dedicated person who displays           
    kindness, leadership, understanding, and is a  
    positive for First Baptist Church." 
 

♦ Giving by Dot, Craig, Marty, and Ayrianna  

     Broughton in loving memory of husband,  
     father and grandfather, "Hirsh" Broughton.     
 

Easter is a time to rejoice, 

be thankful, 

be assured that all is forgiven, 

so life extends beyond the 

soil of the earth. 

  



 

 

SPRING IS HERE!! 

       It has certainly been a long, dark winter. In a sense, it 

has been a long, dark winter since March 2020. It is a proven 

fact the shortened days and lower light conditions that mark 

the winter season have a depressing effect on 

many people. During these last twelve months, 

the light of positivity and hope has dimmed for 

many people, making the effect of the stay-at-

home measures to combat the spread of the 

virus even more difficult. People are experi-

encing cabin fever on steroids. So, using the        

imagery of a long winter as an analogy for the 

past 12 months may even be an understate-

ment for many. So much isolation, frustration, 

fear and uncertainty created a long, dark              

season that has impacted many people emotionally,                  

physically and even  spiritually. 

       However, the good news is spring is here! Spring brings 

with it new hope, new beginnings and new life. With spring, 

that which has lain dormant, restrained by the grip of winter’s 

darkness breaks forth in newness and life! This is a parable 

of sorts for the promise of hope, of new beginnings and the 

newness of life we have in Jesus Christ. His resurrection  

establishes this hope. It brought the victory of life over death. 

The power of light over darkness. The promise of hope in the 

midst of despair. The presence of joy, regardless of the            

circumstances. And this is the encouragement we all need in 

this season. 

      It is Christ’s remarkable gift of joy that creates in us the 

assurance of the hope that shines the light which chases 

away the darkness winter has cast upon us. Joy is not the 

same as happiness. Happiness is derived from happenstance 

or circumstance. In fact, they share the same root word “hap,” 

an old Norse word meaning chance or luck. In other words, 

happiness is conditioned upon the chance that everything is 

going well. Jesus  did not promise things would always go  

 well. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  

      How can we take heart in the time of trouble? It is          

because Jesus promised us joy. A sense of security, hope 

and wellbeing independent from any outward pressure or 

circumstance, because its source comes from our relation-

ship with Jesus Christ. Jesus compares our relationship with 

Him to the way branches are given life through their connec-

tion to     the main vine. He follows that analogy with these 

words, “These things I have spoken 

to you, that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be full.”                  

                            - John 15:11).  

     The source of our joy is not            

dependent on happenstance,              

because it is found in our unalterable 

relationship with Jesus Christ. “The 

joy of the Lord is your strength.”                    

 - Nehemiah 8:10  

       Although trouble has the power to take away our            

happiness, we do not have to let it rob us of our joy in  Christ. 

Charles Stanley once said, “As Christians, we should never 

think it’s our job to make sure everything works out the way 

we want. Instead, our confidence should be that the Lord will 

meet our needs as He desires. Then we can rejoice in Him, 

letting joy become an immovable foundation that undergirds 

our lives.” 

 The old hymn, Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus says it well:     
 
  O soul, are you weary and troubled?                                    

    No light in the darkness you see?                                             

 There's light for a look at the Savior 

   And life more abundant and free. 

      Turn your eyes upon Jesus; 

   Look full in His wonderful face; 

      And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

    In the light of His glory and grace. 
 

      
 
       Blessings, 
      

       Mike Sisson,                             
       Executive Minister, West Virginia Baptist Convention 


