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  January 03rd — Tristan Tenney 

  January 10th — Greg Blevins 

  January 17th—Devin Freeman 

              January 24th —Tristan Tenney 

  January 31st — Brian Hayes 

  February 07th — Linda Roberts 

  February 14th —Tristan Tenney 

  February 21st — Boyden Myers 

  February 28th — Rick Pursley 
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 Everyone is ready for this year to be over—

but turning to a new page on the calendar 

won’t magically erase all of the hardship that 

2020 has brought.  Coming together is a          

beginning, keeping together is progress, 

working together is success.  Teamwork is the 

ability to work together toward a common 

vision.   

The key to making 2021 a better year is going 

into it with the right mindset.  Alone we can 

do so little, together we can do so much.   

https://www.rd.com/article/most-bizarre-events-2020/
https://www.rd.com/article/most-bizarre-events-2020/


      

      
 

 

Ephesians 4:11-13  (NIV) 

 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip 

his people for works of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the 

faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and be-

come mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ.  

Consider making a generous gift! 

     Thanks to America for Christ (AFC) Offering contri-

butions, American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

(ABHMS) supported communities distressed by the 

devastation of COVID-19 last year, as the pandemic 

swept our country and Puerto Rico. We also helped 

families who lost homes to floods, wildfires and 

storms, along with children living on the edge be-

cause of poverty, and seminarians preparing to de-

vote their lives to sharing the Good News. These are 

just a few of the ways we minister to those in need; 

there are many more.  
 

      Please help us continue to bring healing and hope 

to communities, families, children and Jesus’ disciples 

in 2021 by supporting this year’s America for Christ 

Offering. The consequences of COVID-19 are being 

felt far and wide in the United States and Puerto Rico. 

   While we know that you may be experiencing your 

own challenges, we ask that you please consider sup-

porting COVID-19 Recovery: Renewing Hope and             

Service, our emergency One Great Hour of Sharing 

(OGHS) initiative in the United States and Puerto Rico.          

     

     

 

 

  

 Together, let’s care for our neighbors in need with 

hope and healing. 
 

      We are inspired by the Epistle of James 2:18:                  

“I will show you my faith by what I do.”  Please join 

us in raising $1,000,000 over the next year to bring 

hope and healing to suffering communities. 
 

Every $25 will help to: 

 Assist churches that are experiencing their own 
financial hardship and lack of resources to seek 
alternate ways to gather and attend to the 
needs of their congregations and communities; 

 Support community ministries attempting to 
provide food and shelter, while adhering to          
social distancing guidelines; 

 Close the digital divide that has become more 
apparent in low-income households as children 
are unable to complete lessons, and worshipers 
are disconnected from fellowship because of 
lack of access to virtual church services; 

 Combat the racial hostility that has increased 
exponentially toward our Asian brothers and 
sisters; and aid those affected by the virus—
both those who continue to struggle without 
necessary medical care and those medical pro-
fessionals who risk their lives daily. 

 

 

 First Baptist Church Mission Team will be sponsoring 

the America for Christ 2021 Offering the months of 

January and February 2021. 

 

 Envelopes are included in this publication for your          

donations.  Please prayerfully consider supporting this            

offering campaign. Thank You!! 

 

 

https://abhms.networkforgood.com/projects/116247-abhms-oghs-covid-19-recovery-renewing-hope-and-service
https://abhms.networkforgood.com/projects/116247-abhms-oghs-covid-19-recovery-renewing-hope-and-service
https://abhms.networkforgood.com/projects/116247-abhms-oghs-covid-19-recovery-renewing-hope-and-service


 

Pastoral Search Committee:  

   TR Eidell, Rose Harvey, Phil Lantz, Brenda Miller, 

   Leigh Ann Rinehart, Joe Schmidlen, Kathy   

   Timmons, and alternate,  Dr. Jerry Metheny 

“For I know the plans I have for you,         

declares the Lord...”  - Jeremiah 29:11a 

    UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The Pastoral Search Committee continues to 

meet regularly.  Please continue to be in prayer 

for the Search Committee as we begin to consider 

potential  candidates.  Thank you! 

 

 

  

        We will be updating the prayer concerns list 
starting Sunday, January 17th. If you would like 
your loved ones or friends to remain on the list, or 
add new ones, please contact the church office @ 
304-636-3448. 

 

  This Week's Concerns: Lori Daniels; Butch Erickson 

(Evelyn Lange's brother); Voras Haynes Family; Voras 
Haynes, Jr.;  Phil Lantz's niece (Pam Armstrong); Ruth 
Lewis; and Chad Newlon's dad (Dale Newlon); Russell 
Shepherd. 

We Continue to Pray for: Danny Ballinger; Louise 

Channell; Betty Cromer's brother-in-law and family (The 
Bob Andersons); Carolyn DeMotto; Linlee Eidell; Shasta         
Eidell and Family; David Harrold; Becky Kenney; Mark S. 
and his family; Linda McCauley and Alyssa Armstead; 
Tim Murphy; Tom  Pinegar and Family; Mark S. and his 
family; Bill and Karen Pennington; Luretta Rinehart; Bud 
Shoemaker; Martha Talbott; Evelyn Thorn; and Tia Van-
devander and family.  

      Pray God will bless the USA and the countries 
around the world; all those battling this vicious virus who 
sacrificially serve others; the doctors, nurses and medi-
cal staff, volunteers and teachers; the armed forces; the 
first responders; firemen and policemen; mail carriers; 
retail/grocery workers; and all other essential workers 
who never count the costs of blessing others. 

 

 Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
 

Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center:                             
P O Box 188, Elkins, WV 26241                                           
Beth Kittle (Mo Kittle’s mom) 

 
Valentine’s Personal Care Home: 

521 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 
Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen (Joe Wolfe’s mom)  

and Jim Ferguson 
 

Holbrook Nursing Home  
183 Holbrook Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201                 

"Tom" Pinegar 

 

Remember our nursing home residents by  
keeping them in your prayers and/or sending 

 them a card. 
 

 

• Dear First Baptist Church, 

As always, I enjoyed being at First Baptist 

Church for worship on Sunday, December 13th. 

Thank you for your hospitality and kind words. 

I will be praying for the church as you seek a 

new pastor. 

     Good things lie ahead. 

     David (David Hulme, Area Minister) 
 

• Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all so much for the beautiful      

flowers and the love and support for our family 

    Voras Haynes and family 
       

  • Dear First Baptist Church, 

I just wanted to say thanks again for having us 

yesterday (Sunday, January 3, 2021)  

      Hope you have a great week!  

      Tristan Tenney ad Family 



  
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   By Rick Pursley, with John Reed. 

  (Written earlier, timely, worth repeating) 

 

     “No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against  you  

       in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their  

       righteousness is from Me, says the Lord.” - Isaiah 54:17 
  

 My mind keeps going back to a sermon I heard from a great man of God and friend, Pastor John Reed.   

  He said that Satan hates unity and loves division. The condition that our country is in now, Satan must be       

  deliriously happy. We are a divided nation. Our political parties can’t agree on if the sun is shining or not  

  and would rather see the country fall so they can blame the other party.      
  

 We have a racial divide in our nation that if we deny exist, then we are lying to ourselves. It does exist  

  and no amount of laws passed will change that, as I have said so many times in the past few weeks, when we  

  have a heart like Jesus, then and only then will we see equality throughout our nation.     
  

 We have a war against our law enforcement. Thousands of officers everyday hug their children, kiss  

  their wives goodbye and walk out of their homes to begin a shift that could well be their last. Police officers  

  know the inherent risk of their profession. Yet they go in places that nobody else wants or should go. Their  

  eyes see evil at its worse. They see the results of what a human being is truly capable of doing when their  

  heart is full of hate. They see innocent men, women and children whose lives have been changed forever by  

  the actions of an evil person.           
  

 And yet we hear the cries of politicians, the media, and others calling for abolishing law enforcement  

  and defunding police agencies. That is not realistic. That is a knee jerk reaction because of the bad actions of  

  a few. This would be like shutting down entire hospitals because of a malpractice suit against one surgeon  

  who lost a life by being careless in an operation.         
  

 I encourage you to continue to pray for our country, specifically our law enforcement and first              

  responders alike. Their jobs are difficult enough without additional threats being made on their lives by folks  

  who are flaming the fires of division instead of looking for peaceful and realistic solutions to the nations  

  problems. 
  

 Some of you may remember the days that we were civilized enough that we could “agree to disagree”  

  without being attacked physically or verbally. It has been a long time it seems since we have seen that in our  

  society. That is what division will do. Jesus said “ Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to  

  desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand.”      
  

 We long for peace, we long for unity and for our fellow man to treat one another with respect and        

  compassion. These things cannot occur with division. They cannot occur with hatred in our hearts. Hatred  

  and division is being encouraged, and promoted all around us.       
   

 How long will God put up with it? We as a nation need to turn back to God and turn back quickly.    

  Hopefully we can remain the “United” States of America where people of all ethnicities and genders can  

  have a common goal instead of a “divided” States of America where it is every man for himself. 

https://www.facebook.com/rick.pursley?__tn__=%2CdlCH-R-R&eid=ARD5MqXz6S0EB-Wt6P9ibxkynohgdhowdmPW_fk_Qut6-bvYJlJKHsMkyk0P_-dvyNM_ZRBvJ1q_ZAqV&hc_ref=ARRLVH7uD8WT4OgdeqqYP0ZVG1JaE01qLzU44ewCLKcgee0uNfqqzRFwBfAf7MoSuYQ&ref=nf_target
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100049659619943&__tn__=%2CdlCH-R-R&eid=ARDGoabQqbB1RlqHjnwS2aZGT4O3cv4HO0AF04k2HF3zbrk7eScdybmiHH0weguqaXxoQXufa-ea8lU6&hc_ref=ARRLVH7uD8WT4OgdeqqYP0ZVG1JaE01qLzU44ewCLKcgee0uNfqqzRFwBfAf7MoSuYQ&ref=nf_target

