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    First Baptist Church continues to be open and holding worship services on Sunday mornings  

  at 10:45 am. We invite you to join us. For your protection and those around you,  we ask that  

   you wear a mask and use social distancing.  
 

     During this transition period we are grateful for  

     the following ministers who have  graciously  

     agreed to fill the pulpit on Sunday mornings:  

     Sunday, July 5th — Rev. Linda Roberts 

 Sunday, July 12th—Rev. David L. Hulme 

 Sunday, July 19th—Rev. Kevin Sions 

 Sunday, July 26th—Rev. Patrick Vincent 

 Sunday, August 2nd—Rev. Dan Hardesty 

 Sunday, August—Rev. Rob Ely 

 Sunday, August 16th—Rev. Rick Bergdoll 

 Sunday, August 23rd—Rev. Brian Shirak 

 Sunday, August 30th—Rev. Joe Wolfe  



               

   

       

   

    We are so grateful to our church family who            

    continue to send in their Tithes & Offerings  

    during this Covid-19 pandemic.  
   

    Your contributions are valuable to God's work!    

    Thank you for your generous support.  The  

    work of the Lord depends on the support of our  

   church family.  
 

   Praying God will bless you greatly for your  

   generosity and that He will grant you strength 

    to see you through these tough times.  
  

    

        

 

 

 

 

 

Enclosed you will find a survey with questions 

to better meet our church congregation’s 

needs.  

If you will kindly fill out the form and return it 

to the church in the enclosed self-addressed 

envelope. Thank you for your participation.  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
              
"Peacemakers”    
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”   - Matthew 5-9 

“WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A "PEACEMAKER"? 

The peace that He has made between us and His Father is to now compel us to go out into a world that is filled 
with sinful conflict and contention, and act as agents of God's "relational" peace. We are to live lives of "peace-
making" in all respects and in all our relationships - family, marriage, work, social, church; and even, if possible, 
toward our enemies. Always, we are to do all that we can to pursue the spread of God's "relational" peace to 
the lives of others. 
 
 

For example, we are to do all that we can to pursue peace between ourselves and those fellow Christians with 
whom we are personally in a state of enmity. Jesus, after all, died to remove the barrier of sin in our lives and 
to bring about an end to the enmity it has caused. And as His followers, we have no right to then go on living 
willingly in a state of enmity between ourselves and another brother or sister in Christ, until we have done all 
that we legitimately can to bring about the removal of that which stands between us. 

Clearly, peacemaking is a very hard and costly work. It requires that we be prepared to seek the forgiveness of 
those whom we have wronged. It also involves being ready to forgive those who genuinely seek our forgiveness. 
It may at times involve the pain of withholding forgiveness from a brother or sister until true repentance occurs. 
It could involves stepping into the pain of others and helping them to remove the barriers that exist between 
them. It most certainly always requires patience, and endurance, and God-given wisdom and understanding.  

  

Jesus promises that those who respond to His grace by making peace with others shall be called 'sons of God.' 
You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. 

When we, in the name of Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit, work in this world as peacemakers, we are 
behaving like Jesus Himself behaved. And note that Jesus says we will not only truly be "sons of God" but shall 
be "called" sons of God. That is, we will have gained a reputation as sons of God because we imitate Him who 
is the greatest of all peacemakers. Peacemaking is a work of God; and we show ourselves to be most like His 
own precious Son when we act as His peacemakers in this world.  

 



        We Share Our Christian Love and Sympathies with:  

• The family of Jerry A. Marco, Sr., age 79 years. He passed away 

on June 21, 2020. He is survived by his wife, Judy L. Lewis; son 

Jerry A. Marco, Jr. and wife Paula; and one daughter, Diane           

Currence and husband Don. Three brothers, Harley Marco; 

George Marco and Danny Marco; two grandchildren and six       

great grandchildren also survive. 

 To the family of Stacey Renee Foy Roy, age 48. She passed away  

    on , June 25, 2020 following a long battle with cancer.  

Condolences to husband, Jeffrey Roy;  parents, Larry and Brenda  

Foy; three sons: Seth Michael Roy and wife Maranda;  LJ  Work-

man and wife Becky; and Zachary Roy.  Also surviving are Joe 

and Deb Schmidlen, Terry and Becky Poe, Erin Poe, and their 

extended family.   
 

 

      

Recent Prayer Requests: 

Lori Daniels; Becky Kenney; Mollie Lemasters; Bill Pennington; 
Tom and Carolyn Pinegar and Family; Tucker Pomeroy; Kenny 
Pritt; Luretta Rinehart; Donnie Snyder; Dave Tice's wife (Janet); 
Tia Vandevander and family; and Becky Whiteman. 

We Continue to Pray for: 

Billie Bonnett's sister (Kathy Brake); Carl Chewning's sister; Todd 
Clark Jr.; Linlee Eidell; Shasta Eidell and Family; TR Eidell; Emma 
Eliason; Charlotte Elza; Ruth Ann Evans, Hope Keefer; Linda 
McCauley and Alyssa Armstead; Pastor Ken and Allison Miller's 
son-in-law (Corey Adams); Carolyn Pinegar's sister; Joe and Lisa 
Stephens,  and let's pray for each other. 
  

Also pray that God will bless the efforts of all those battling this 
vicious virus who sacrificially serve others: all the  doctors, nurses 
and medical staff; teachers and staff; the armed forces; the first  
responders; EMTs (Emergency Medical Staff); firemen; policemen; 
mail carriers; retail/grocery workers; and all other essential work-
ers who never count the costs of blessing others. Say a special 
prayer for them and ask God to bless them and their loved ones. 
 

               Extended Care and Nursing Home Residents 
          Elkins Rehabilitation and Care Center     

             Beth Kittle and Pauline Newlon   
           Valentine's Personal Care Home:   

  Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen and Jim Ferguson 
 

Heavenly Father 
 

        We pray that You will lay your healing Hands upon all those 

who are sick. We pray that You will have compassion on all who 

are suffering so that they may be delivered from their painful             

circumstances. May they know that You are always with them,   

specially through these difficult times.  
          In Jesus, we pray. Amen 

 Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful floral  

arrangement sent to the funeral home. The 

passing of Jerry’s dad was so sudden. The 

flowers were a constant reminder of the love, 

support and prayers we get from our church 

family. 

 Love, 

            Jerry and Paula Marco 

            ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Dear First Baptist Church, 

I want to thank God for saving me and Lori 

when we were involved in a head-on car 

crash on June 26th.  I also want to thank the 

church and friends for praying for us.  I’m so 

thankful for having God and my church family 

in my life! 

     Becky Kenney 

              ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Dear Friends, 

    I very much enjoyed being with you for  

worship recently (Sunday, July 12th). Thank 

you for your warm hospitality. I appreciate 

the opportunity to preach. 

    I’m praying for you during this time of tran-

sition and always ready to help in anyway. 

 David Hulme 

 (Rev. David L. Hulme, 

             Northeast Area Minister for WVBC ) 

    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Dear First Baptist Church. 

Thank you for the kind words when I was         

introduced as your new custodian on Sunday, 

July 12th. I have really enjoyed working here 

and getting to know everyone. 

 David Cline, 

 Church Custodian 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Dear Church Family, 

    It felt great to be in the pulpit again on  

Sunday July 5th and sharing God’s Word. 

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity. 

     Rev. Linda Roberts 

https://www.facebook.com/corey.adams.1829?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBfsnc6gv_0sRgE76pgISYHGgcdnXXNz1d5BRIKP7ejZ5vdHswrmBe7f_bXsH1lBxRy-j1FsPaWwAn6&fref=mentions


  

 

 

Dear American Baptists, 
 

The death of George Floyd has caused widespread pain, 
rage, protests, and violence in Minneapolis and across the 
United States. I appreciate the input received from officers 
of the Regional Executive Ministers Council, members of 
the National Executive Council, and others in constructing 
a response to this event. While American Baptists have 
never advocated violence, we grieve with those feeling the 
pent-up pain from years of racial discrimination and                     
injustice. The horrifying video captured at the corner of 
Chicago Avenue and 38th Street in Minneapolis has re-
leased years of frustration that can never be fully under-
stood by those who have not consistently lived with              
injustice historically and presently. 
 

Acts of current racial injustice as well as the effects of  
historic racial injustices have been brought into the light in           
recent weeks as we recognize that African-Americans 
have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. In a 
recent study, the Centers for Disease Control found that 
45% of individuals for whom race or ethnicity data was 
available were white, compared to 55% of individuals in 
the surrounding community and that 33% of hospitalized 
patients were black compared to 18% in the community. 
Unequal access to healthcare, jobs, education, and train-
ing have all been influenced by the racialized society in 
which we continue to live. 
 

Unfortunately, acts of violence have been cast upon many 
ethnically distinct groups within our congregations and 
among our international partners. Many Chinese as well 
as Asian-Americans are being targeted, harassed, and 
even physically attacked because of comments made 
about COVID-19. In Malaysia, we are hearing reports of 
the government using  information collected from the treat-
ment of persons affected by COVID-19 for deportation 
despite earlier statements that no one who sought medical 
services for the corona virus would be arrested based on 

their immigration status. 
  

Our denominational history is rich with resistance against 
violence. From Roger Williams speaking in defense of 
First Nations People, to the Abolitionists, down to Walter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rauschenbusch, and Martin Luther King, American Baptists   
in particular have been on the forefront for the cessation of 
violence and the coming of Shalom.” (American Baptist Case 
Statement on Violence from the 2015 Mission Table). 
 
I am calling on people of faith to find the resources of the Spirit 
to calm their anger. “Lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.*   

 (Ephesians 4:1-3, NASV) 
 

Our denominational history is also rich in working toward jus-
tice in general and racial justice in particular. “Racial  justice,” 
as defined in our 1989 ABCUSA policy statement, “is recog-
nizing our oneness in Christ, confessing that we have not be-
come what God wants us to be, and committing ourselves to 
pressing on to that mark of high calling by which we can  be-
come a liberating symbol to our nation and world of what it 
means to be the people of God. In so doing, we can challenge 

our nation to live up to its high purposes.”  

 

“Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and 
ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies; and walk in 
it, and find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16, NASV) I 
charge our American Baptist family to continue to search,  ad-

vocate, and live where the good way lies. 

 

  Dr. C. Jeff Woods 
  Interim General Secretary, 
  American Baptist Churches USA  

 

 

  

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/29/20)  

 Interim General Secretary Dr. C. Jeff Woods published a letter to American Baptists with a message  
centered around justice and more specifically, racial justice. 


