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1st - 10:45am -- Hanging of the Greens Service. Join us as we prepare our sanctuary for the Advent
Season in a beautiful service of tradition and carols. Remember to bring a Christmas
ornament to hang on the Christmas tree.
4:00pm -- All-Church Holiday Meal. Everyone is invited! The church will provide the turkey, ham,
hot rolls and table service. We ask the church family to bring a side dish to complete
the meal. If your last name begins with: A-J-- bring a vegetable dish

K- S -- bring a Salad ~ T - Z -- bring a dessert

15th - 10:45am -- First Baptist Church Christmas Cantata, “The Song of Bethlehem” performed
by our own Worship Choir and Handbells.
24th - 7:00pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Always a glorious service of music, pastor’s
message, communion, and lighting of the Advent Candles, as we celebrate the birth
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our Christian Love and Sympathy to:

Belinda "Binky" Coberly on the death of husband, Michael "Mike" Coberly., age 65 years. Mike
passed away on Friday, November 15, 2019 at Davis
Medical Center. He had been in declining health, but
death was unexpected.
Condolences to daughter Tessa (Chris) Randolph;
sons Jon and Heath and one brother, Thomas
“Greg” (Linda) Coberly; Three grandchildren, Sydney
and Kiley Calain and Harrison Randolph.
“Mike” was a 22 year member of First Baptist
Church and a former member of the Trustee Board.

THIS WEEK'S CONCERNS: The Family of "Mike"
Coberly; Linlee Eidell; Bethann Howell; Hope Keefer;
Asher Lee Lambert (new-born); Cory Lambert;
Lorena Sinsel; Charles Trader; Hunter Vandevander;
RECENT REQUESTS: Sherry Bee; Billie Bonnett's
sisters (Kathy and Sherry); Lori Daniels; Ann Glotfelty; Rose Harvey's brother (Bobby Lambeth); Becky
Kenney; James Lambert: Phil Lantz's sister (Carla
Kiess); Ruth Lewis; Linda McCauley and Alyssa;
Cheryl Moore; Zayden Nicola; Chad Newlon's mom;
Luretta Rinehart; Rachel Royce; Robin Shipley;
Francie Snyder; Greg Streets; David Teter and his
aunt (Betty Regester).
CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: Lynn Blue; Don Coberly, Jack Cromer; Pam Currence, Julie Leavitt; Tom
and Carolyn Pinegar; Dr. Sam Roberts; Bud Shoemaker; Odell Shreve; Sharon Self; Dreama Snyder;
Patty Tryon; Mary Paradis Wilson; Wanda Snelson.
EXTENDED CARE and NURSING HOME RESIDENTS

Colonial Place: Nana Carpenter
ERCC: Beth Kittle, Pauline Newlon, and Earl Teter
Valentine's Personal Care Home:
Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
With cold weather upon us we need to think
about restocking our pantry shelves.
We are in need of the following items: dry
cereal, packaged or canned meat like chicken or
tuna, juice boxes, crackers, macaroni and
cheese, jelly, peanut butter, Ramen Noodles,
meals in a box, pasta sauce, and snack bars. Pop
-top lids of: canned fruit, baked beans, soup,
spaghetti-O's, etc
Please prayerfully consider supporting this
very important ministry in feeding the hungry.

First Baptist Visitation Teams will meet at the
following restaurants for lunch prior to visiting our
shut-ins, the extended care and nursing home
residents.
Tuesday, December 3rd, The Vintage Restaurant
on Randolph Avenue
Tuesday, December 10th,The Lunch Box at the
Tygart Valley Mall on Harrison Avenue
Tuesday, December 17th, Duke’s Steak House
on the Beverly 4 Lane
Tuesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve)
Visitation Teams will not meet.
Tuesday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve)
The Visitation Teams will not meet

ANNOUNCEMENT
First Baptist Church Elkins 2019 Annual Business Meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall.
Please make every effort to attend. We will be voting on the 2020
Operating Budget and Officers and Team leaders for the coming year.
Deadline for Boards and Teams to submit their reports is Friday,
December 6th, 2019 by 3:00pm

Advent of the Christ
The weather has retreated into winter and the calendar
says the year is coming to an end—both speaking to a
bleak time. Yet, for the Christian this time of year is
anything but bleak, rather it is celebration! The believer
treasures the anticipation of the birth of the Messiah, for in him comes new life and
eternal heavenly presence.
Advent season is how we celebrate. Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” The Advent
season is focused on the coming Christ in his first appearance and his return in the
future. This time is a remembrance of our need for salvation through repentance,
reconciliation and resurrection. Salvation, that is—a ‘rescue’, comes only from and by
Jesus because we cannot lift ourselves out of our own sin or avoid God the Father’s
judgment against un-holiness. The coming Christ fills the hearts of humanity with
hope, peace, glory and joy for these reasons.
The Advent Wreath has much symbolic meaning and various within The Church. For us,
the evergreen wreath represents the everlasting life brought to the world through
Jesus. The circle of the wreath symbolizes God himself as infinite, eternal and transcendent, therefore the only one who could give humanity a Savior. The green of the
wreath proclaims the new life given to those who believe in Jesus. The candles them
selves declare Jesus as the Light of the World.
The colors of the candles further the deeply significant symbolism of the Advent
Wreath. Three purple candles have traditionally represented penitence in Advent, yet
suffering in Lent; a truly noteworthy connection between Jesus’ birth and death. Contemporarily, the purple speaks to anticipation of the birth of Christ. The fourth candle
is blue to represent the royalty of the coming Christ as King of Kings and is a distinction
from the rose candle of Lent. All four candles are a building of excitement, celebrating
characteristics of his ministry and work he was to accomplish: hope, peace, glory and
joy.
Pastor’s Blog continues on the next page...

Pastor’s Blog Continues ...
The final candle is white to represent Jesus Christ, the perfect,
blameless and spotless lamb offered by the holy Father for the
salvation of his unholy creation. Each lighting of the four candles shows the crescendo of light
brought into the world because of Jesus’ birth. The lighting of this candle is the final reminder of
the incarnation filling the world with the light of the God-head.
We must keep in mind that the symbolism of the Advent Wreath is only tradition, even though
based on scriptural truths, yet it is not scriptural in is derivation. Nonetheless, it is a wonderful
tradition that brings warmth and significance to this time of year as it leads us to celebrate and
worship the Christ.
Celebrate Jesus the Messiah this season!

Pastor Scott

2019 First Baptist Church
Christmas Cantata

Sunday, December 15th
10:45 am

Come join us on Sunday,
December 15th at our 10:45am
Worship and Praise Service as First
Baptist Church Worship Choir and
handbells, under the direction of
Ms. Nancy Lewis, present, their
2019 Christmas Cantata,
The Song of Bethlehem.”
A glorious cantata filled with
beautiful music and orchestration.
Created by Lee Black,
with arrangements by Cliff Duren,
Phil Nitz, and Phillip Keveren.
May The Song of Bethlehem stir in
you a new sense of wonder for the
birth of our Savior!

