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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

              Let  

                         us not 

                   become weary  

                in doing good, for  

             at the proper time we  

          will reap a harvest if we  

     do not give up.  -  Galatians 6:9 



  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      To Steve, Lori, Hannah and Heidi Daniels on the 
death of their aunt,  Mary Louise Caplinger 

Daniels, age 93 years. Mary departed this life Monday , 
September 16, 2019 at Valentines Personal Care Home 
at Elkins.  She had been in declining health but, death 
was not           expected. 

     Condolences to sons, Bryan and Craig and their                
extended family. 
 

 

First Baptist Church Handbells 

     The Baptist Bell Ensemble performed for the first 

time on Sunday, September 29, 2019 at our 10:45 

a.m. Worship and Praise Service.  
 

     The ensemble is a small group of up to 6 ringers 

that rings bells within a 2 octave range.   
 

    This is also the first performance of the newly              

refurbished bells that was made possible through your 

donations to the Deb Super Memorial Fund. 
 

“It is good to Praise the Lord and make  

music  to Your Name, O Most High.”   

- Psalm 92:1 
  

Our Christian Love and Sympathy to the following fami-

lies on the loss of their loved ones: 
 

 

    To the family of Harry L. Kepner, age 83 years, a 

resident of Elkins,. He passed away on September 22, 

2019 at his home. Condolences to his wife Natalie White 

Kepner; son, Harry Brent Kepner and wife Christie,  

children Greg and Kristopher; two daughters, Kimberly 

Kepner Channell, husband Roger , and children Brittany 

and Chase; and Kristy Kepner Bock and husband Tom, 

and children Dillon, Devon and Thomas; and their        

extended family. 

  

THIS WEEK'S CONCERNS: 

Billie Bonnett's sister (Kathy Brake); Sam Elza; 
David Ferguson (Becky Poe's brother-in-law); 
Ann Glotfelty; Phil Lantz’s sister (Carla Kiess); 
Linda McCauley and Alyssa; Chad Newlon’s 
mom; Luretta Rinehart; and Francie Snyder.   

RECENT REQUESTS: 

Sherry Bee; Lynn Blue; Mike Coberly; Lynn 
Collins; T.R. Eidell; Linlee Eidell; Rose Harvey's 
brother (Bobby Lambeth); Hope Keefer; Becky 
Kenney; James Lambert; Julie Leavitt; Cheryl 
Moore; Tom and Carolyn Pinegar; Alex Pritt; 
Lucky Ray; Dr. Sam Roberts; Rachel Royce; Bud 
Shoemaker; Odell Shreve; and Robin Shipley.  

CONTINUE TO PRAY  FOR:  

Marty Brewster; Don Coberly, Jack Cromer; 
Pam Currence, Lori Daniels; Sierra Hosteller; 
William Jacobs;  Ruth Lewis; Marilyn Lowe; 
Mike Phillips; Sharon Self; Barbara Smith; 
Dreama Snyder; Wanda Snelson; Patty Tryon;  
and Mary Paradis Wilson. 

 OUR EXTENDED CARE and NURSING HOME 
RESIDENTS 

Colonial Place &  Assisted Living:  
Nana Carpenter 

ERCC: Beth Kittle, Elsie Shoemaker,  
and Earl Teter 

Valentine's Personal Care Home: 
Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen, and A. D. Talbott 

 
 
 
 
 

First Baptist Visitation Teams will meet at the      

following restaurants for lunch prior to visiting  

our shut-ins, extended care and nursing home 

residents. 

  Tuesday, October 1st - Teams will not meet due 

 to Forest Festival activities 

  Tuesday, October 8th - 1863 Grill  

  Tuesday, October 15th - Frankie’s Pizza 

  Tuesday, October 22nd - Duke’s 

  Tuesday, October 29th -  The China Cook 



 

 

 

 

   By My Spirit 

 
            Recently, our church began a dialogue about our future in the Kingdom. The leadership team expressed 
their evaluation of our current status as very sick, if not dying which has resulted from over twenty years of spiri-
tual erosion. The team and I have been meeting for two months prayerfully and carefully evaluating next steps. 
Our first public action was to gather the church together for discussion. 

          

           Fifty-six came out to hear from the leadership. A strong showing of the current body. We expressed that we   
  believed God was leading us into revitalization. This meant hard decisions, body unity, and Great Commission            
  centric plans. The conversation was very positive and we gleaned good input from many of those who came.  
          

          As we continue to ramp up revitalization in the coming months with more gatherings and the beginning of      
  actions, I wanted to call our attention to the book of Zechariah. This prophet was a contemporary of Haggai and   
  began his ministry around 520 BC. This is the time period when the Israelites were being allowed by the new  
  Persian empire which had conquered Babylon to return to Jerusalem. Nehemiah and Ezra were already there  
  when the priest Zechariah arrived and was called to the office of Prophet.   
 

         The goal was to rebuild the city and the Temple. The record of Zechariah is laden with Messianic prophecy,     
  second only to Isaiah. His role was to encourage the Jews to remain repentant, trust God and work faithfully to   
  complete the Temple. As you may already know, there were many challenges in the city and from surrounding  
  races that were making this rebuild very difficult. Zechariah’s words were full of hope to keep the people looking  
  beyond their present into the future for the glory to come from their Temple work through the Messiah.  
 

         Chapter 2 tells of a vision of a solid gold lampstand, which is used in the Temple, with a bowl at the top and  
  seven lamps on it, with seven channels to the lamps and one olive tree on each side. The image conveys the lamp 
  stand’s fire will continue to burn eternally as the olive trees provide a never-ending supply of oil into the single  
  bowl from which the lamps are fed. Zechariah 2:6 says, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel [the civil leader  
  of  Israel]: Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord Almighty.” Clearly God wished to communi- 
  cate that the rebuilding would be of his work and he would divinely enable the people to complete the task. The  
  endless supply of oil represents the endless supply of future glory of the Messiah’s kingdom. Salvation was guaran- 
  teed and the effects would be eternal. 
   
         In verse 10 he said, “Who dares despise the day of small things” to make the point that it is through small steps  
  great things are done. This message from chapter 2 has relevance to us. As long as we remain repentant, trust God  
  and work faithfully, a rebirth of our church is possible. We must fervently seek God to ensure our revitalization is  
  the correct direction, that the decisions we make honor him and the actions we implement are purposed for his  
  glory. It will take many small steps but do not be discouraged for it is how great things are done. 
   

        Would you join us in prayer asking the Lord to guide the leadership and the body in this venture? We want  
  whatever God wants. We have no interest in preserving an institution, reliving the old glory days, or    
  developing a civic organization with religious overtones. No, we want to be a true church of God. One    
  that delights in his presence, seeks his will, and gives him all the glory. Is that what you want, no matter  
  what the cost?   
 
             Pastor’s blog continues on next page. 



               

  

  

      

              

          First Baptist Church, 

      Thank you all so much for the food that was 

donated to our guys at the Lighthouse.  They are 

grateful for home cooking.  I remind myself daily 

we are all God’s children and those men are some 

mother’s child. 

           

      Stuart and Sue Strong 

 

Dear First Baptist Church Family, 

         Thank you so much for supporting me in 

my ministry. I really appreciate your prayers as 

well, as I am taking the next step of job hunting 

for a fulltime position in camp ministry. My con-

tract at Grace Adventures ends on October 18th. 

      It is a difficult time of year to find a job, so 

my plan is to move back home and work a tempo-

rary job through the holidays. Please pray that 

God would lead me to the right entry-level camp-

ing job that will suit me well.  
 

     I miss y’all!! 
  

     Stay in touch, 

     Joanna Kebless 

  

 

WE  NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
 

 Volunteers are needed to help with the following 

Forest Festival fundraisers. This is the church’s 

largest fundraiser of the year.  
 

    ♦ Help set-up parade chairs on Friday, October 

4th, starting around 10:00 a. m. 
 

   ♦  Friday, October 4th, to help park car/trucks in 

the church parking lot. Several time slots available, 

starting @ 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
 

   ♦  Saturday, October 5th to help park car/trucks in 

the church parking lot. Hourly time slots available  

from 7:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  
 

   ♦ Saturday, October 5th, following the parade, to 

help bring the parade chairs back into the church. 

 

 

        

     Continued from page two... 

Then join the transformation movement with Psalms 24:3-5 on your 

heart.  
        3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? 

        Who may stand in his holy place? 

      4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

         who does not trust in an idol 

         or swear by a false god.  
       5 They will receive blessing from the LORD 

        and vindication from God their Savior. 
 

May we each consecrate ourselves before the Lord, seeking to be made clean and pure of heart as we   

join together in rebuilding. We must embrace that this revitalization will not happen by might nor by power  

 but by his Spirit. Amen. 
 

Pastor Scott 


